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"Cross-Cultural Training Manual - Part 1" provided the foundation for the material 

contained here.  This manual applies the concepts studied in Part 1 to the Chinese 

Muslim context.  To get the most benefit out of this book, it is recommended that 

you review the material previously covered in Part 1. 



Introduction 

Henan province is considered by many to be the cradle of Chinese civilization.  It 

is the most populous province in China, and also has a higher percentage of 

Christians than any other province, holding over a sixth of China's Christian 

population.  There are more pastors, teachers, and churches there than anywhere 

else in Asia!  Henan Christians are also widely known to be fervent evangelists.  

The province has trained and sent thousands of evangelists to spread the Good 

News throughout Henan and other places in China, even to other countries.   

Yet Henan is also the home of almost 1 million Hui Muslims, representing about 1 

percent of the provincial population.  Among them there are only a handful of 

followers of Christ.  Most of them have never heard a gospel presentation, even 

though they live among so many Christians.  So the beautiful picture of faithful 

and obedient Henan Christian servants carrying the Gospel to those that have not 

heard is marred by the fact that there are a million people created in the image of 

God that are being overlooked for ministry because of prejudice and cultural 

barriers. 

If you are reading this book right now, then you probably have already begun to 

notice that many of your neighbors, co-workers, and classmates are from a 

Muslim background.  What is your initial reaction when you think of them and 

their spiritual state?  Is it compassion or is it contempt?  Do you think of them in 

the same way you think of others in your flock, or do you consider them to be 

unworthy of being part of the body of Christ?  Would you welcome them into 

your home as you would another brother or sister in Christ, or would they feel 

scorned by your arrogance? 

The purpose of this book is to introduce Islam to you - its doctrine, culture, 

customs, and adherents in China.  And then to begin to equip you for ministry to 

these Chinese Muslim peoples.  Some of you are already burdened and ready for 

this knowledge, while others of you do not yet see the need.  We will be in prayer 

for all of you as you read this training manual - that your eyes will be opened, that 

you will be equipped in every way that you feel you are lacking for Muslim 

ministry, and also that you will be supernaturally equipped by the Holy Spirit with 

a burden and love for Chinese Muslims. 

In 1943, a Chinese pastor had a vision of the gospel spreading westward from 

China all the way to Jerusalem, and he felt burdened that it would be the Chinese 

people that would one day take the gospel across Asia and back to Jerusalem.  

Many Henan Christians are sensing God’s calling to go "Back to Jerusalem."  Some 

have been trained and sent to Xinjiang, Central Asia, and South Asia as full-time 

workers to Muslim peoples abroad.  

However, in Henan itself, as in many other places in China, there is still much 

tension between the Han Chinese majority and the Hui Muslim minority.  In 

October 2004 over 5,000 people were involved in a conflict near Zhengzhou, 

Henan over a traffic dispute between Han and Hui families.  Almost 150 people 

were killed, and the ill will and mistrust between the Han and Hui was further 

entrenched. 

Will you be an example and take up your cross and follow the Lord by serving a 

people that you might not even like?  Will you step out in faith and be obedient to 

the Lord's Great Commission - to go to ALL the world, to ALL of the peoples, 

including the Chinese Muslims - making disciples, baptizing them, and teaching 

them to obey?  Our Lord Jesus Christ has promised that He will be with you! 
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Chapter 1 - Islam in China 

Muhammad's followers spread Islam far and wide very quickly after it began.  The 

Arabic people were already nomadic, and spices from Arabia were traded all 

around the world.  Within a hundred years after Muhammad, Muslims had 

already come and settled in China.  Some came as traders, others came as 

mercenary soldiers, but they all came with a foundational belief in Islam.  Some 

Muslims came overland along the Silk Road, settling in Xinjiang, Qinghai, Gansu, 

and Ningxia.  Others came by boat, and settled in Southeast China.   Many Muslim 

peoples became Sinicized, intermarrying with Han (the Han spouse becoming a 

Muslim),  and after hundreds of years in China some of these groups lost their 

original languages.  The modern Hui are a mixture of these groups which became 

Sinicized and lost their original languages.  The other Muslim groups profiled in 

the next section of the book, maintained much more of their own language and 

culture, in addition to their Islamic beliefs.  All of these groups still hold strongly 

to Islam to distinguish themselves from the larger Han culture around them and 

to maintain their ethnic identity. 

Brief History of Islam in China 

Islam entered China in three main stages.  The first period was the early 

transmission of Islam from the Tang through the Yuan dynasties (7th – 14th c.)  The 

second period was the infiltration of Sufism during the late Ming and Qing 

dynasties (17th – 19thc.)  Lastly, during the 1890’s, the New Teaching entered and 

became prominent.  It is commonly proposed by most scholars that there really 

were no “Hui” people before the Ming dynasty. 

During the Tang-Song Period there are numerous sources that indicate that the 

Muslims who settled in this period came along two routes: the Silk Road and 

ocean trade routes from southeastern port cities.  Few Muslims became ordinary 

citizens of China before the late Song.  During the Yuan dynasty, large numbers of 

Muslims entered China and created enclaves of Muslim areas, districts, and towns.  

It is during this time that there was dramatic exponential growth of Muslims.  

Much of this growth came through Muslims migrating into China under the 

Mongol rule.  Yet it is also likely that many Han realized that converting to Islam 

gave them favor in the eyes of their Mongol overlords and easier access to 

influential government positions.   

During the Ming dynasty both the northwest Muslims and the Hui gradually 

became ethnic minorities permanently settled in China rather than immigrant 

communities looking towards their homelands.  They were becoming assimilated 

and were no longer just Muslims living in China but were “Chinese Muslims."  

Many Muslims began speaking Chinese as their trade language.  The majority of 

the Muslims who subsequently became the Hui of the twentieth century adopted, 

at least outwardly, a style of life similar to that of their Han neighbors.  For 

instance, many Hui adopted Chinese names. 

The influx of Sufism between the 17th and 19th centuries was the second major 

wave of Islam to enter China.  With this influx came many changes within the 

social structure of Hui communities.  There were struggles between the Hui and 

the Han, as well as struggles between Hui communities themselves.  Many of 

these conflicts go on to this day. 

Predominantly in Northwest China, the Menhuan (saintly lineage) system created 

a social system that was based on the leadership of one Sufi master to whom all 

of his followers were subject.  Hui uprisings during this time were not simply a 

matter of Muslims fighting against their Qing rulers.  Much of the violence rose 

out of internal conflicts between factions within the Hui community.  Although 

the Gedimu, or LaoJiao (Old Teaching) Muslims continued to grow through this 

period, their social influence on the majority of Muslims waned. 

Sufi ideas and institutions became integral to Muslim society during this time.  

Trade restrictions were lifted by the Qing government after 1684 and Muslims 

were able to travel on the hajj and return with Sufi teachings.  In turn, Sufi 

missionaries traveled to China and Islam grew.  Sufism arrived in China along the 

Central Asian trade routes as well as via Chinese and foreign sheiks who carried 

along their new teachings to China. They established networks and brotherhoods 



among Muslims, creating smaller communities within the greater community of 

Muslims. 

Meanwhile, during the 1890’s there began to be intense foreign pressure on the 

Chinese Muslims.  Scriptural fundamentalism and reform began to take place 

under the Xinjiao (New teaching).  

Islamic Sects in China 

Islam in China is very complex, made up of a wide variety of sects and menhuan.  

However, all Hui can be roughly broken down into two Sunni groups: the non-Sufi 

and the Sufi orders.  Almost 20% of the Hui are Sufi, Muslims that stress emotions, 

feelings, and inward experiences more than traditional Sunni Muslims.  In general 

you will find that all of these Muslim groups agree with the basic Islamic teachings, 

and when contrasted with other religions will look uniform.  But internally, there 

has historically been animosity and violence between them that lasts even to this 

day. 

 

The Gedimu Muslims, or Qadim, follow traditional Sunni Islam.  These people 

came when the first Arab, Persian, Central Asian and Mongolian Muslims arrived 

and settled in China.  Therefore, they are known as the Old Sect, or LaoJiao.  

Today, Gedimu communities are found throughout the country.  It is numerically 

the largest Islamic school of thought in China and the most common school of 

Islam among the Hui. 

 

The Yihewani sect began in the 20th century.  Its adherents are known as the New 

Sect, or XinJiao.  The founder of this sect, Ma Wanfu, was greatly influenced by 

the Wahhabi movement in the Middle East.  The Yihewanis reject Sufism, 

claiming that the rites and ceremonies found in Sufism do not stand in line with 

the Quran and the Hadith and therefore should be abolished.  Today, the 

Yihewani is a powerful group throughout China.  This is due to its emphasis on 

nationalist concerns, education, modernization, and decentralization of 

leadership.  

Wahabbism is intensely opposed by all of the other Hui sects in China.  The 

opposition is so great that even the Yihewani Chinese sect, which is 

fundamentalist and was founded by a man originally inspired by the Wahhabis, 

has reacted with hostility to those that have attempted to introduce 

Wahhabism/Salafism as the main form of Islam.  Salafis have a reputation for 

radicalism among all of the other sects. 

The Hui involved in Sufism comprise only 20% of the Hui population.  Sufi orders 

began between the late 17th century and the early 18th century, and the four 

main orders existing today descended from that era.  The four orders or menhuan 

are the Qadiriyya, the Khufiyya, the Jahriyya, and the Kubrawiyya.  These orders 

changed the pattern of the Hui community in that the ahong (the Muslim 

religious leader - in Arabic referred to as an imam) remained in one jiaofang (a 

mosque community) for an extended period of time rather than only three years.  

Within these four main orders there are numerous smaller menhuan and 

branches.  

  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yihewani


Muslim Unreached People Group Summaries 

The purpose of this book is to give you an introduction to Islam and Muslim 

culture and to prepare you for cross-cultural ministry to Muslim people.  For the 

most part we will be focusing on Chinese Muslims in general: aspects of the 

religion and culture that are applicable to all Chinese Muslim peoples.  But in this 

chapter we want to highlight the different Muslim people groups that can be 

found in China, especially identifying and examining the characteristics of each of 

them that make them unique. 

Officially, 10 of the 55 minority peoples of China are Islamic.  Of these 10, 7 of 

them are Turkic peoples, related to the peoples of Central Asia and Turkey and 

the Caucasus region, and who speak a Turkic-Altaic language.  These 7 are: the 

Uyghur, Kazakh, Kyrgyz, Salar, Tajik, Uzbek, and Tartar.  Two of the people groups 

are of a Mongol descent: the Dongxiang and Bonan.  The Hui are a heterogeneous 

group that all speak Mandarin, and the largest Muslim group of them all. 

In addition to these 10 official minorities, there are many other small unreached 

Muslim people groups as well.  These groups are identified and summarized well 

in Paul Hattaway's book, Operation China.  Some of them include: 

 Ainu 8,290 Xinjiang Disliked by the Uyghur 

 Akto Turkmen 3,180 Xinjiang Kirgiz people speaking Uyghur 

 Keji 2,480 Tibet Tibetan Muslims 

 Qinghai Kazak 3,700 Qinghai Animistic nomads 

 Keriya 830 Xinjiang Live in the Taklimakan desert 

 Nubra 670 Xinjiang Related to the Ladakhis of India 

 Paxi 1,400 Yunnan Speak the Tai Lu language 

 Purik 840 Tibet Shiite Muslims mostly in India 

 Utsat 8,130 Hainan Their language is related to Cham 
 
*All population figures in this chapter are the 2010 estimate from Operation 

China.  For more details on each of the people groups profiled in this chapter and 

others as well, you can go to the Asia Harvest website: 

http://www.asiaharvest.org/pages/profiles/profiles.html  

Hui - 回族  

Population: 13,217,500 
Location: Large concentrations found in 
Ningxia, Gansu, Qinghai, Xinjiang, Hebei, 
Henan and Yunnan, but also spread 
throughout all of China 
Language: Mandarin 
Christians: Hundreds scattered 
throughout China 
Resources: Tianjing Bible, Jesus Film, 
Radio broadcasts, many others 
 
The Hui People are the third largest minority group in China.  The ancestors of the 

Hui are diverse: Arab soldiers, Persian traders, merchants and many other 

Muslims that came to China between the 7th and 14th centuries.  Over the 

centuries the Hui have lost many of their ethnic characteristics, but have retained 

their Islamic religion.  They now speak Mandarin Chinese, but borrow a lot of 

religious vocabulary from Arabic.  The Hui are not monolithic, however, and there 

are subtle differences between the Hui of different 

regions in China. 

Scattered throughout China, the Hui have remained 

socially segregated to retain religious purity and 

group identity.  Hui women are forbidden to marry 

non-Hui, but Hui men may marry Han or other non-

Hui women who are willing to follow Islamic 

practices. Hui couples do not have to adhere to 

China’s one-child policy.  Islam in China is often 

called “The Hui religion.”  Chinese Muslims are 

reluctant to become Christians since persecution 

often follows such a decision.  Hui people consider other Hui who do not observe 

Islamic practices to still be Hui, because they believe it to be impossible to ever 

lose their Hui nationality.  Even if a Hui lives like an atheist, other Hui still consider 

them to be Muslim, albeit a bad one. 



Dongxiang - 东乡  

Population: 622,100 
Location: Most live in one valley in 
southwest Gansu province 
Language: Dongxiang - a Mongolian 
language 
Christians: Less than 50 
Resources: Tianjing Bible in Chinese, 
Gospel recording, no Jesus film, radio 
broadcast or other resources 
 
The Dongxiang peoples' origin dates back to the 13th century when China was 

subdued by the Mongols, and Genghis Khan moved some of his garrisons into 

northwest China to control the land he had taken.  Soldiers intermarried with 

local women and gradually developed their own distinct ethnic group.  The largest 

concentration of the Dongxiang people is in the rugged, dry mountains of Gansu 

Province in a narrow, desolate and arid valley, bordered by rivers on three sides.  

The Dongxiang people speak their own language that 

is related to the Mongol language.  Even though they 

do not have a system of writing, they have rich oral 

traditions including legends, stories, folk songs, 

riddles and proverbs.  Some of them also understand 

spoken Mandarin.  Dongxiang people are considered 

to be among the poorest and least literate of China’s 

minorities.  Many Dongxiang people have had only 

one year of schooling.  Most Dongxiang children find 

it difficult to learn Chinese.  Some international aid 

agencies have been spurred to collaborate with the 

Chinese government to begin solving this problem.  

The spiritual climate is challenging.  A number of Christians exist among the 

Dongxiang, but they are not organized into study groups or churches.  The area is 

restricted from access by foreigners, and Han Chinese believers that have shared 

the gospel there have been harassed and even imprisoned. 

Salar - 撒拉  

Population: 145,900 
Location: 70% live in Xunhua County in 
northeast Qinghai province 
Language: Salar, a Turkic language 
related to Uyghur, mixed with Arabic 
words.  Also Mandarin and Amdo Tibetan. 
Christians: Less than 10 
Resources: None in Salar language, but 
Hui resources in Mandarin can be used 
 
The Salar people migrated from the Samarkand region 

of Central Asia many centuries ago.  According to oral 

tradition their forefathers bound a copy of the Quran 

to the head of a camel and followed it until it stopped 

at a waterfall and turned to stone in their present 

home of Qinghai province in Northwest China.  While 

the Salar language is unwritten, there is a growing 

movement to develop a written script and educate the 

younger generations so that their unique language 

and culture can be passed on.  The people are still 

predominantly agricultural, but many are also 

involved in the restaurant and transportation 

industries.  Overall the economy in Xunhua has improved dramatically in the past 

decade, allowing many Salar to purchase homes and send their children to college 

for the first time.   

There have been ministers of the gospel reaching out to the Salar since the 1920's, 

but there has never been much success in reaching the Salar with the gospel in 

their area.  The Salar today still cling to their Muslim heritage and beliefs, which 

are the only ones that they have ever known.  But praise God that in the past few 

years the first few Salar people have come to faith in Jesus Christ.  Pray that these 

few believers will grow in their walk in Christ, follow him in obedience, and be 

filled with courage and boldness. 



Uyghur - 维吾尔  

Population: 11,410,000 
Location: 80% live in Xinjiang, also in 
Central Asia and large Chinese cities 
Language: Uyghur - a Turkic language 
related to Uzbek, Kazak, and Kirgiz 
Christians: 300-400 
Resources: Uyghur Bible, Jesus film, radio 
broadcasts, and many other evangelistic 
resources 
 
Roughly eighty percent of Uyghurs live in isolated oasis areas scattered around 

the perimeter of a large desert.  The distances between these oases are great, 

and the terrain is formidable.  Each oasis area has preserved its own unique social 

character as a result of its geographic isolation. 

Uyghurs are primarily farmers and herders, and their lives as a whole have been 

affected very little by the rapid development of the rest of the country.  Most are 

poorly educated and many cannot read.  The average Uyghur peasant cannot 

speak the (majority) national language, and without it, there is little social 

mobility.  Jobs in cities are increasingly hard to find, and money is becoming much 

more difficult to earn.  At every social stratum the pressures of social upheaval 

are being felt. 

There are an estimated 200 to 300 believers in Xinjiang.  The number of groups of 

believers that meet regularly for worship is startlingly low and there are few 

mature male disciples.  Hence, in many ways the work is still in the beginning 

stages, with a tremendous need for evangelism among the millions of lost 

Uyghurs who have little to no understanding of the person and work of the Lord 

Jesus. 

The present situation is better than in the past, but more than eighty percent of 

Uyghurs are still without a single known resident witness who is seeking to 

communicate the gospel using the Uyghur language. 

Bonan - 保安 
Population: 13,650 
Location: Jishishan County, Southwest Gansu province 

 The Bonan are one of the smallest of China's 55 
official minorities.  They speak a Mongolian language 

similar to DongXiang with many 
loanwords from other languages.  
They are renowned for their famous 
Bonan knife and the profits from knife sales and agriculture are 
the main sources of income.  There has never been a Bonan 
church or a single known Bonan believer. 
 

Alxa Mongol - 阿拉善蒙古  

Population: 28,000 
Location: Alxa West Banner, Western Inner Mongolia 

 The Alxa are the only group within the Mongolian 
nationality in China to profess Islam.  It is this Islamic 
faith and corresponding customs that differentiates 

them from the other Mongols.  They 
rely entirely on camels for their livelihood and survival, with over 
200,000 camels in the region.  Operation China says, "Because of 
their social and religious isolation, they will probably be one of 
the most difficult people group to penetrate in all of China." 

 

LopNur Uyghur - 罗布泊维吾尔  

Population: 42,200 
Location: Eastern part of Xinjiang near LopNur Lake 

 The LopNur are included as part of the Uyghur, but 
they are distinct in their appearance, looking more like 

Mongolians.  And their language is 
not intelligible by other Turkic groups.  
There are a number of aspects of their Islamic beliefs that 
incorporate folk-Islamic practices, including the worship of the 
sun, moon, stars, and wind.  There is no apparent Christian 
presence presently among these people. 



Other Groups 

There are several other Muslim people groups in China, almost all located in 

Xinjiang, and mostly all Turkic people groups related to the Uyghur.  The Kazakh, 

Kyrgyz, Uzbek, Tajik, and Tatar are all official minorities of China that have much 

larger populations in other countries in Central Asia.  They have many aspects of 

their languages and cultures that are similar to one another, but each will need a 

distinctive effort by Chinese Christians to reach their people for Christ. 

Among these 5 larger people groups, two stand out because the dialects they 

speak are unintelligible by their majority peoples across the border.  The Sarikoli 

Tajik, with a population of 42,900, and the Wakhi Tajik, with a population of 

12,800, mainly use the Uyghur language to speak with each other and other 

Muslim groups.  They are a Central Asian group very distinctive from the Han 

Chinese in that they have light skin, fair hair, and sometimes even green or blue 

eyes.  They are one of the few Chinese Muslim groups that are Shiite Muslims, 

with many folk-Islamic practices mixed in as well. 

In addition to these groups with a Central Asian background, there are segments 

of the Hui population that spill over China's border.  The Dungan people of 

Central Asia are former Hui that left China over a century ago.  They still speak a 

dialect of Mandarin, although many are tri-lingual, speaking Mandarin, Russian, 

and a Central Asian language.  They are predominantly located in Kazakhstan, 

Kyrgyzstan, and Russia, with a total population of roughly 110,000 spread 

throughout these countries.  They have developed a separate ethnicity outside 

China, yet they still have close relations with the Hui people in culture, ethnic 

characteristics and ethnic identity. 

The Panthay are another group of Hui origin now living outside of China.  This 

group migrated from Yunnan into the neighboring countries of Burma, Thailand, 

and Laos over the recent centuries.  Concrete information about these people is 

difficult to find, including the population number (which could be as many as 

100,000) and whether or not they still speak Mandarin.  But it is certain that 

many Hui have migrated south, especially into Burma and Thailand. 

The Need for a unique and separate ministry strategy 

Each of the peoples profiled in the previous section are unique to China, and their 

different locations, languages, and cultures make them distinct from each other.  

The Turkic language family speaking Muslim groups are quite different from the 

Mongol descended groups.  The Central Asian-related Muslims all have unique 

characteristics even among themselves.  In 2010 there was fighting between the 

Uzbeks and Tajiks, with Uzbek refugees having to flee Tajikistan because of ethnic 

cleansing.  The Hui are diverse all over China as well.  A Hui woman that you meet 

in Tianjin will be incredibly different than one that you would meet in Lanzhou, 

speaking a different Mandarin dialect, observing different customs, and perhaps 

even belonging to different Muslim sects.  In addition, even within these people 

groups, you will find tremendous differences in family life, wealth, folk religious 

practices, and faithfulness in religious observance. 

Remember the description of Christianity in Henan from the introduction?  There 

are so many Christians living there - preachers, evangelists, many who love the 

Lord.  Why has this movement of the Lord that has been so comprehensive and 

life-changing among the Chinese people of Henan also not have affected the Hui 

that live there as well?  It is because each people group needs to have a unique 

and separate ministry strategy implemented just for them. 

Think about your own ministry for a moment.  Would you share the gospel the 

exact same way with a child as an adult?  Do you minister the same way in the 

city as out in the countryside?  If you have traveled, you have probably 

experienced different responses to your gospel presentations in different areas of 

China - even among Han Chinese!  If this is the case, is there any wonder that a 

unique and separate strategy from what you typically use would be necessary to 

share with a Chinese Muslim person, let alone to see a church planted among 

them? 

The Christians of Henan and throughout China must begin to realize that their 

standard way of doing ministry will not necessarily reach the Muslims of China.  A 

new strategy - one that takes into account the Muslims' unique culture and 



beliefs - must be developed and initiated.  Only then will there likely to be a 

movement of God among the Muslims as well, and even then it will only come 

with much work, struggle, prayer, and sacrifice.   

Obviously, if you are faithful in ministry, even if you are not working in a Muslim-

sensitive way that is uniquely crafted to reach them specifically, there will still be 

a few Muslims that will receive the Good News and believe.  This is a sign of the 

Lord's mercy and kindness, and a reminder that every person that comes to faith 

is a miracle of the working of the Holy Spirit.  This, however, is not evidence that a 

new strategy and a new way of thinking is not needed.  We must speak in 

generalities when it comes to people groups, but the Muslims you encounter will 

be individuals.  They are all shaped by their unique personalities, experiences, 

contexts, and backgrounds.  You will never meet a Muslim person that is exactly 

like what you have been told to expect. 

So we see that Muslim ministry in general may look different than ministry to the 

believers in Shanghai.  Ministry to each different Muslim people group will not 

look the same either.  Within each people group you will encounter different 

Muslim sects.  And finally, within each of these sects you may need to minister 

differently to each individual you will meet.  Does this mean that we can't make 

any plans whatsoever?  Are there no tools or techniques we can learn that will 

apply across the board?  No, not at all.  We need to develop unique plans and 

strategies.  Isaiah 32:8 says, "The noble man makes noble plans, and by noble 

deeds he stands."  We need to make sure we know what these Muslim peoples 

believe, and what they value in their cultures.  But we also must be sensitive to 

the leading of the Holy Spirit as we minister to each one of them, recognizing 

them as a unique person and not as a faceless Muslim. 

Overcoming Ethnocentrism 

All peoples are prideful and ethnocentric to some degree.  Most Chinese people 

have at least a little bit of a prejudice against Muslims, including Chinese Muslims 

like the Hui.  And this problem is not one limited to non-believers - even 

Christians have this mindset to overcome.  Ethnocentrism means that you believe 

your culture is the center of the world - that your own language, culture, and 

worldview are better than any other culture's.  In order to be an effective 

missionary, you need to be willing to work hard to shed this cultural 

ethnocentrism.  The hardest part is becoming aware that you have a problem! 

The problem that many Chinese have towards their Hui neighbors goes beyond 

this ordinary ethnocentrism.  The Hui are not only different in regards to their 

religious beliefs and culture, but because they are Chinese, there seems to be a 

latent resentment towards them because they do not conform to Chinese 

traditions.  That some Hui even receive special treatment because of their 

minority status further distances the Han Chinese from the Hui.  Many Chinese 

believers have a good attitude towards mission work to Muslims outside of their 

own country.  They are often willing to go to Pakistan or the Middle East to share 

the gospel, but when it comes to the Muslims in their midst there often is a 

genuine dislike.  There have been many meetings where Han Chinese were being 

trained for Muslim ministry when this prejudice finally came out and the Han 

believer exclaimed, "But I don't even like Hui people!" 

Scripture talks about the attitude we should have towards others, even towards 

those we do not like, and even to people we consider our enemies:  

"Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude.  

It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice 

at wrongdoing, but rejoices with the truth.  Love bears all things, believes all 

things, hopes all things, endures all things."  1 Corinthians 13:4-7. 

"But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to 

judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever 

says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire."  Matthew 5:22 

"Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is honorable in the sight 

of all.  If possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all."  Romans 

12:17-18. 



"Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, for 

man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires."  James 

1:19-20 

Hopefully, at this point in your journey, you already recognize that there are 

many different ethnicities in China.  They are part of the country of China, but 

their culture varies widely from Han Chinese culture.  Many of these minorities 

are offended when Han Chinese try to impose their language and their cultures 

upon them.  They do not want to be or act like Han Chinese.  Their struggle as a 

minority is to maintain their cultural distinctiveness in a way that does not 

damage the country of China either.  You must resist the urge to assume that 

they should be the same as you and think the same way as you.  You must resist 

thinking that the way they do things is “backwards.”  In their culture, many things 

will look and feel different, for example: clothing, decoration in homes, and food.  

Even the tea might taste differently!  There are many internal differences in 

thinking also.  Their view of the world, of relationships with other people, and of 

their identity may be different from yours.  It is not necessarily worse or less 

developed than yours, just different. 

An ethnocentric person is the person who thinks, “I am going to a backwards 

place.  These people are nice, but simple, and uneducated.  I will help them learn 

what is best.  I love them so much.”  This attitude is a symptom of cultural 

imperialism, which is forcing your culture onto others.  This must be avoided by a 

Christian missionary at all costs.  This is not the attitude that Jesus taught us to 

have!  “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider 

others as better than yourselves” (Philippians 2:3).  Can you consider a Hui person 

as better than yourself?  Instead of thinking selfishly, we need to think, “What can 

I learn from these people?  How can I become like them?  What do I need to 

change in myself so that I can love them better?” 

Jesus gave up his place in heaven to come among us.  He made himself nothing.  

He took on the nature of a servant.  He became like us so that we could know Him.  

Are you willing to put aside your ethnic identity in order to take the good news to 

your Muslim neighbors?  Are you willing to recognize and repent of your 

ethnocentrism?  A missionary must be willing to take off his or her own ethnic 

identity, and strive to wrap himself in that of the host culture, all the while 

understanding he will never be completely successful in doing so.  This is the 

essence of crossing to another culture in order to share the good news. 

  



Chapter 2 - Islamic Doctrine & Culture 

In order to effectively present the gospel to a Muslim and then to plant a church 

among a people from an Islamic background, it is important to have an 

understanding of the similarities and differences between the beliefs of Muslims 

and Christians.  Being aware of these will help you to communicate the gospel to 

a Muslim.  Remember, you are not just speaking the words of the gospel to 

someone, but you are trying to communicate the gospel message.  This means 

first having an understanding of their worldview and belief system, and then 

adjusting your words and actions so that they can understand God's perfect 

holiness and love for them through Jesus Christ without adding any additional 

and unnecessary barriers. 

We will first look at Islamic doctrine and some of the resulting cultural practices 

among Muslims.  As you read this, remember that each Muslim person should be 

treated as an individual.  After reading this book, do not assume you know what 

they believe, and never say, “You Muslims believe this or that.”  Instead, listen 

carefully to what they say.  Having this background information may help you to 

understand more completely what they are saying to you, and will help you to 

know how to communicate more effectively with them. 

Basic Islamic Doctrine 

Beliefs about Allah 

When a Muslim baby is born, the first words whispered into his ear are, “There is 

no God except for Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet.”  Just prior to a Muslim's 

death, the same words are whispered into his ear.  All throughout a Muslim's life, 

these words are repeated over and over.  The word “Muslim” means to submit, 

and a Muslim believes his entire life, from birth until death, is submitted to Allah. 

Muslims strongly believe in only one God.  They believe he cannot be divided into 

parts.  They believe he is a unity.  This is the most fundamental belief in Islam - 

Allah is one.  Anything that sounds like a denial of the unity of Allah is repulsive to 

them.  Associating anything else with Allah is called shirk and is the worst of sins 

for a Muslim.  This is why Muslims do not make any pictures of Allah, and when a 

Christian says that Jesus is God, or God's Son, for a Muslim this is considered shirk 

and idolatry.  Surah 112, which is called “The Unity” says: 

"Say: He is Allah, the One and Only! 
Allah, the eternal, Absolute! 

He begets not, nor was he begotten. 
And there is none comparable unto Him." 

 
It is important to understand that in the time of Muhammad, the monotheistic 

ideas of Christianity and Judaism had spread across the Arabian peninsula.  

Muhammad called on the polytheistic Arab tribes to reject their idol worship in 

order to worship the one true God, the God of Abraham.  Muhammad did not use 

the name Jehovah, the personal name of Abraham's God, but simply used the 

generic Arabic word for God which is Allah, though he was attempting to refer to 

the God of Abraham.  In the early part of Muhammad's ministry, he and his 

followers all faced Jerusalem when they said prayers.  Later, after a dispute with 

the Jews (and in order to Arabacize the new religion), he began teaching his 

followers to pray in the direction of Mecca, as Muslims continue to do today.  

Many of a Muslim's ideas about God are similar to that of Judaism and 

Christianity, and this is because Muslims are attempting to worship the God of 

Abraham.  However, they claim that they are the ones doing it correctly.  

In Muslim tradition, there are 99 names for Allah.  These affirm various 

characteristics about him.  Reading through them will give you a greater 

understanding of a Muslim's conception of Allah.  However, be careful.  At first it 

may look the same as Christianity.  Allah is the creator.  Allah is all powerful.  

Allah is sovereign.  Allah is merciful.  However, there is a subtle difference.  

Generally, Muslims view Allah as more distant, and more impartial than the 

Christian God.  In comparing the account of Noah in the Bible with the account of 

Noah in the Quran, we find that in both God punishes the sin of the world by 

bringing destruction.  However, the Bible says that, “God's heart was filled with 

pain,” (Genesis 6:6) but Allah has no such remorse.  While Muslims do not deny 

Allah's love and kindness, they tend to de-emphasize it.  For the Muslim 



conception of Allah, it is inconceivable that he would love us so much that he 

comes in the flesh and would die for us.  Of course, this should also be 

inconceivable to Christians - which is why we see God's love as inconceivably 

great! 

Beliefs about Muhammad 

“There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is his prophet.” 

Muslims believe that Allah has sent many prophets to warn people and to teach 

them.  Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus were all prophets of old that 

Allah sent.  The final and most important prophet that Allah sent is Muhammad.   

Muslims do not say that they worship Muhammad, but to the Muslims he is the 

greatest of the prophets.  Muhammad was the last prophet, and therefore the 

most relevant, most clear, and most important.  Muslims highly respect 

Muhammad and can become angry if someone says anything disrespectful about 

him, or implies that he was not a prophet of Allah.  In some Islamic countries, 

saying something disrespectful about Muhammad is a crime punishable by death.  

Muslims believe that Muhammad is a descendent of Abraham's first son, Ishmael. 

Those working with or living near Muslims should try to read about Muhammad's 

life in order to better understand their Muslim neighbors. 

Belief about the Quran and the Hadith 

Muslims have an extremely high view of Scripture.  They hold the Quran in the 

highest regard, considering its words to be the very words of Allah.  Allah honors 

and protects His word, and Muslims are committed to doing the same.  They 

believe an original, eternal copy of the Quran abides with Allah in heaven.  

Muslims believe that the angel Gabriel came to Muhammad and gave him the 

words of the Quran.  It's contents were transmitted down to Muhammad with 

the simple injunction, "Recite."  In fact, the word Quran means “recitations.”  

Because Allah spoke in Arabic, even the pronunciation of the words must be 

guarded so as to lose none of what Allah has revealed.  To suggest that any part 

of the Quran was the result of Muhammad‘s imagination, or that any part of it 

has been changed, or added to, or lost, is considered nothing short of blasphemy.  

The Quran is only the Quran when it is Arabic.  It is only the eternal word of Allah 

when it is in its original language.  Many Muslims want to learn to recite the 

Quran in Arabic and will memorize large portions of it in Arabic, even when they 

do not understand what the Arabic means.  Many Muslims associate the words of 

the Quran themselves with power, rather than the meaning of those words.  The 

Quran has been translated into numerous languages, but the translations are not 

considered the Quran.  This is why nearly all Qurans that are sold in a Muslim 

bookstore will have the Arabic and the local language printed side by side. 

The physical book of the Quran is treated with great respect.  Many Muslims do 

not own a Quran in their home, but if they do it will be placed on the highest shelf 

in the house.  Nothing should be placed higher than the Quran.  When it is being 

read or stored in public, there are special stands for holding the Quran.   When 

carried, the Quran will be wrapped in a decorative cloth in order to protect it.  

Muslims will wash their hands before handling a Quran, and before opening a 

Quran they will kiss it.  Muslims would never place a Quran on the floor, toss it 

into a backpack, write on its pages, or treat it with any kind of disrespect.  When 

Muslims see a Christian write in his Bible, fold a page of his Bible, set his Bible on 

the floor, or put it in a bag with other books, what does that communicate to a 

Muslim about the Christian's attitude to the Bible?   Christians working with 

Muslims need to be even more respectful of our Bible than Muslims are of the 

Quran.  Are you willing to wash your hands before touching your Bible in order to 

show respect? 

The Hadith, or “The Traditions,” are traditions about the life of Muhammad, other 

sayings of the prophet, and interpretations about the Quran.  Much of Islamic 

teaching comes from the Hadith.  The authority of the Hadith is based on the 

notion that everything Muhammad said or did was revelatory.  Most Muslims do 

not consider the Hadith on the same level as the words of Allah, but many of 

Islam's teachings come from the Hadith, rather than from the Quran.  Throughout 

history, whenever there has been a gap in Muslim belief or doctrine, a tradition 

has been written to address it.  The problem is that there are many traditions, 

and even for a Muslim there is much confusion and contradiction between them.  



Another problem is that some of the Hadith writings sound very much like the 

gospels to a Muslim, and they then accept the gospel writings on this same level. 

Belief about Jesus, the Bible, and Christians  

Jesus, (Isa in Arabic, Ersa in Hui Chinese) is mentioned many times throughout the 

Quran.  Muslims believe that Jesus was also a prophet sent from Allah and he is to 

be highly respected.  In the Quran and in the Hadith, Jesus is often referred to as 

the Spirit and the Word of Allah.  Muslims teach that Jesus was only a man, and 

that his followers changed the biblical teachings about him.  The Quran affirms 

the miraculous virgin birth of Jesus, but rejects that Allah is his Father.  The Quran 

denies that Jesus was crucified and that he rose from the dead.  However, 

Muslims affirm that Jesus ascended into heaven and that at the judgment he will 

return. 

Muslims believe that there were other revelations that preceded the Quran.  

These are known as the Torah, Zabur (David‘s writings), and the Injil (New 

Testament).  Most Muslims recognize these as the substance of the Christian 

Bible.  However, most Muslims have been trained to believe that the Jewish and 

Christian holy books have been changed.  When references are made to the Bible 

that contradict Islamic teaching, this objection inevitably surfaces.  When it 

comes down to it, though, most Muslims have never seen or read a Bible. 

In the Quran, Muhammad said that Christians would always be fighting and in 

conflict with each other.  Muslims view Christians as people that were trying to 

follow Allah but who turned away and have mistaken ideas about Allah.  They 

often view Christians as immoral, assuming that Christianity promotes the sinful 

behavior they see on television.  Muslims view Christians as idolaters, people who 

commit shirk, because of the Christian doctrine of the Trinity.  They 

misunderstand the Trinity, and suppose Christians believe in three different gods, 

God, Jesus, and Mary.  They think we believe that God had sexual relations with 

Mary to produce Jesus, and at this they are greatly offended.  When Christians 

say, “Jesus is the Son of God,” a Muslim will hear, “Jesus is the product of God 

and Mary having sexual intercourse."  And think, "This is disgusting - Jesus is not 

to be associated with Allah.”  It is important to understand their misconceptions 

of Christianity and our beliefs.  If you start by saying to a Muslim, “Believe in Jesus, 

He is the Son of God.  He died for you.”  He will consider you an immoral idolater 

and you will be affirming the misconceptions he or she already has.  How can 

Christians live our lives and speak truth in a way that will overcome these 

misunderstandings, rather than reinforcing them?    

The Five Pillars 

Islam is not so much centered around personal belief, but rather submission to 

Allah as part of a community by participating in common obligations.  These 

obligations are summarized in five practices, commonly called the five pillars of 

Islam.  They are: confession, prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and pilgrimage.   

Confession (Shahada) 

The first pillar, confession, consists of saying the shahada which has been stated 

above, “There is no God but Allah and Muhammad is his prophet."  In order to 

become a Muslim, one must say this phrase with sincerity.  This is the phrase 

spoken into the ear of a newborn infant, recited daily throughout life, and is often 

heard as the last words before death.  It provides the structure for the call to 

prayer heard from minarets around the world. 

Prayer Rituals 

Prayer, or Salat in Arabic, is the second of the five pillars. There are several 

different forms of prayer that Muslims use.  

The ritual prayer of salat that Hui people call naimazi from the Persian word 

namaz is supposed to be done five times a day.  Muslims are to pray at dawn, at 

noon, in mid-afternoon, at sunset, and an hour after sunset.  While prayer may be 

done anywhere, men are encouraged to pray at a mosque.  Women are not 

allowed to pray in the same mosque as the men.  They usually pray at home or in 

some places in China there are separate women's mosques.  When Muslims pray 

at home, or at the mosque, they use a prayer rug and face towards Mecca.  Prior 

to prayer, Muslims must first wash in order to become clean.  They are to use 

water (or sand if in a desert), and are to wash their hands, feet, eyes, ears, nose, 



and mouth three times with water.  After washing they must avoid contact with 

body secretions (i.e. using the bathroom) and avoid contact with women.  

Women usually stand outside the mosque, or in some places there are designated 

waiting areas for women, who pray separately from the men.  When Muslims 

enter the prayer room of a mosque, they always take off their shoes.   

Naimazi is very communal, and done together with other worshipers.  The men 

line up in rows all facing Mecca.  There is a prayer leader that leads the group.  

Standing, the men will cup their ears to show that they are listening to Allah.  

They recite the first chapter of the Quran, and together they bow, stand up, 

prostrate themselves with their forehead on the floor, kneel, prostrate again, and 

then stand up.  This is repeated several times with ritualized recitations 

throughout.   

Some Muslims will pray at meal times.  At this time they will turn their hands 

upward and raise their face towards the sky.  Then with eyes open, they will pray, 

and when they are finished they will wipe their hands down their face.  More 

often than not they will pray after a meal rather than before.  Hui people will call 

this zhigan meaning “giving thanks.” 

The Mosque is a very important center for Islamic culture.  Fridays are a special 

day when Muslims gather together to perform the naimazi.  The Imam, or ahong 

in Chinese, the leader of the mosque, gives a short talk and makes 

announcements for the community.  The Islamic community is called the umma.  

Submission and respect of the community is important throughout the Islamic 

world.  Individual decisions must be submitted to the community, giving the 

Imam and the leaders of the mosques great power. 

Fasting 

Every lunar year, Muslims celebrate the month of Ramadan, when Muhammad 

first received the Quran from the angel Gabriel.  During the daylight hours of this 

month, Muslims are required to fast.  They are not allowed to eat, drink, and 

technically are not even supposed to swallow their own saliva during the daytime.   

At night they are allowed to eat, but they are not supposed to overeat.  They are 

also to abstain from sexual activity and any form of entertainment, although the 

exact rules may vary in different countries.  At the end of Ramadan, Muslim 

families will break the fast together with great feasts, and this is a special time for 

families and for building Islamic community and relationships. 

Besides the Ramadan fast, Muslims have other very strict dietary restrictions.  

Specifically, they do not eat any pork or any pork-derived products.  Chinese 

Muslims tend to be very strict about this, and they will not eat in a home or a 

restaurant that has ever had pork in it.  Restaurants that are owned by Muslims 

and kept clean halal are marked with the characters qingzhen.  When shopping 

for food, Muslims will gravitate toward markets that are qingzhen, with products 

they know they can trust.  It is important if you ever wish to have a Muslim friend 

come to your home, that you keep it qingzhen and pork free.  Muslims do not 

view this as a hardship.  In fact, eating pork is absolutely disgusting to them.  This 

dietary restriction is important throughout the Islamic world, but in China it is a 

way that Muslims build a sense of community and identity.  In several places in 

China not eating pork is almost the only differentiating characteristic between the 

Hui and the Han. 

Almsgiving 

Zakat is giving money to the poor.  This is one of the five pillars, but how it is 

implemented varies widely.  In some countries, it is collected by the Muslim 

community much like a tax.   Different schools of Islam have created different 

requirements, but the zakat is not very burdensome, being only a very small 

percent of an individual's profits. 

Pilgrimage 

Once in a lifetime, a Muslim is supposed to make a pilgrimage to Mecca, the 

holiest city for Muslim people.  This is referred to as the Hajj which is the name of 

the last month in the Islamic calendar.  During the Hajj, Muslims from all over the 

world travel to Mecca.  It is not easy for Chinese Muslims to make the pilgrimage.  

To be selected for the trip by the Muslim community is a high honor for a Chinese 

Muslim.  In the past Chinese Muslims attending the Hajj were very rare, but 



recently more and more are able to travel each year.  In fact, in the last five years 

the Chinese government has allowed direct flights from several cities in China to 

Saudi Arabia for the Muslims attending the Hajj.   

Mecca is the center of Islam, the holiest city for Muslims around the world.  On 

the walls of many Muslim households, one can find pictures of the Grand Mosque 

in Mecca which contains the Kaaba.  Before Muhammad, the Kaaba was a center 

of polytheism and idolatry, but Muhammad cleaned out all of the idols and 

claimed it as a symbol for Islam.  Inside the Kaaba, is a black rock which is said to 

have been sent by God to Adam.  During the Hajj, a Muslim will be able to visit 

this mosque, participating in rituals together with Muslims from all around the 

world.  When a Muslim finally has a chance to participate in the Hajj, it is the 

fulfillment of a lifelong dream. 

Jihad 

Jihad is the Islamic idea of a just and holy war.  Islam is often characterized as a 

violent religion that spread by the sword.  This is not an entirely fair 

characterization, but at the same time it is also not entirely untrue.  You do not 

need to be afraid of your Muslim neighbors.  They are not terrorists or mean-

spirited.  These kinds of Muslim terrorists that you hear about in the news are 

rare.  In fact, some of the Muslims that you will encounter will be the friendliest 

people you have ever met.  However, at the same time, there is a risk of physical 

harm to those trying to share the gospel with Muslims, and to those Muslims who 

choose to follow Jesus. 

Islam is a religion that intends to always grow and expand; any retreat on any 

level is unthinkable.  Islam attempts to expand peacefully, but once it has 

expanded, any attempts to slow its expansion or attempts to cause its retraction, 

are met with violence.  Understanding the principles of jihad help us to 

understand Islamic violence on a more personal and individual level.  When a 

Muslim converts to Christianity, or when a Christian is attempting to convert 

Muslims, this is seen as invading “the house of Dar-al-Islam” and therefore, in the 

collective mind of the Islamic community, physical force is justified in order to 

bring the new convert back into Islam, or to stop those attempting to convert 

Muslims to another faith.     

Korban 

Korban means “sacrifice.”  Once a year on this very special holiday, Muslims 

remember Abraham's willingness to sacrifice his first born son, Ishmael, at the 

command of Allah.  Allah provided a ram as a sacrifice instead of Abraham's son.    

The Korban festival day occurs approximately 70 days after the conclusion of 

Ramadan.  It is one of the last rites done in conjunction with the annual Hajj 

pilgrimage.  In China, Muslim families purchase a sheep or yak, and using a 

prescribed method will cut its neck, letting its blood spill out on the ground.   

While the Muslim understanding of the this story of sacrifice differs greatly from 

the Christian understanding, this festival provides one of the best redemptive 

analogies that you will find when trying to share the gospel with your Muslim 

friends.  Just as God prepared a ram as a substitute for the son of the prophet 

Abraham, Jesus became the representative sacrifice for the sins of man.  To 

every person who believes and receives the sacrifice of Jesus the Messiah for 

his sins, God will give a close relationship with Himself and forgiveness of sins, 

both in this world and the next. Only with faith in the exalted sacrifice which 

was prepared by God, can we be received by God! 

Cultural Issues 

Clothing 

Muslim men around the world wear special prayer caps, though the exact design 

and pattern may vary from one country to another.  Hui men generally wear a 

white hat.  Sometimes the teacher or someone of special status will wear a black 

hat with embroidered Islamic patterns.  Muslim men do not always have to wear 

these caps, and depending on their profession, many do not.  For example, many 

Muslim taxi drivers do not wear their hats while they are working.  However, 



workers in a qingzhen restaurant will usually wear their hats.  All Muslim men will 

wear their hats when going to the mosque to pray. 

Women usually wear head coverings when they are out of their home.  The 

Quran does not specify exactly what type of head covering women must wear, 

but it does require modesty of dress.  Each Muslim country and people group may 

come up with their own practices.  In some countries the woman is covered from 

head to toe, and only her eyes are showing, while other countries may be less 

conservative.  In some countries women are required to wear all black, while in 

others various colors and styles are allowed.  Hui women usually wear a gaitou, 

which is a special scarf that covers the hair, the sides and the back of her head, 

but leaves her face showing.  However, when a woman is at home, she usually 

does not need to wear a gaitou. 

Neither women nor men wear short pants at any time.  Even when swimming, 

there are special swimming suits for Muslims to wear that have long sleeves and 

long leg coverings.  In general women will not wear short sleeve shirts even in the 

summer.   Women also have limitations in wearing make-up.  Wearing clothing 

outside of these norms in public is considered sexually immoral.  Even with these 

rules, in most Muslim contexts women find some means of personal expression 

by means of their clothing.  Clothing can be an expression of ethnic identity, not 

just religious identity, though the two are intertwined in nearly all Muslim people 

groups. 

Male and Female Relations 

The ways women dress in Islamic culture are closely related to the ideas and 

patterns of interaction between men and women.   Understanding these 

differences is important if you are to maintain a moral and upright reputation 

within the Muslim community, as mistakes here may be misunderstood. 

Men are friends with men, and women are friends with women.  A cross-gender 

friendship suggests a possible sexual relationship.  The Islamic community keeps 

an eye on this, and so you must be careful in order to maintain your reputation.  

Women are viewed as a source of temptation, and as unclean.  This is why after 

washing before prayer, men are not allowed to have any contact with women, 

and also why they are segregated in the mosque.  In some countries, men and 

women are segregated in most public places such as restaurants. 

All of that being said, there are many sexual sins that still happen behind the 

scenes.  While no Muslim would ever admit it, homosexuality, pre-marital sexual 

relations, and mistresses all can be found among Muslims just like the rest of the 

human race.  Divorce is also quite common among the Chinese Muslims and has 

tragically affected many families. 

Men are allowed up to four wives under Islamic law (but not under Chinese law).  

Women are expected to be subservient to men.   Women are seen as second and 

inferior to men, and in some ways as a possession.  This is not to say that men do 

not love their wives or their daughters, but this love will be shown differently 

than other Chinese people or westerners show it.  When you are a guest in a 

Muslim household, you will likely find that the man sits and gives orders to his 

wife and/or daughter of what to serve, and the women willingly comply.  They are 

not offended by this because in their culture this is viewed as the normal pattern 

of interaction.  Although some Muslim women cry out that the way they are 

treated is unjust, most are comfortable with these behavior patterns. 

Holidays 

Muslims generally only celebrate Muslim holidays.  Although all across China, 

Chunjie (the Spring Festival) is the biggest and most important holiday, the Hui 

and other Chinese Muslim groups do not celebrate this holiday.  Why not?  For a 

Muslim, the beginning of the year is the end of the month of Ramadan.  This is 

their most important holiday.   When they were growing up in their families, they 

have memories of fasting during Ramadan and of celebrating Korban with their 

families.   It is important to understand that although they live in China, Hui 

people are not Han people.  Their nationality may be Chinese, but their culture is 

different.  The Islamic community celebrates different holidays intentionally.   

ChunJie and Mid-Autumn festival are not important to them at all.   Since they are 

a minority, the celebration of their holidays, and the non-celebration of Han 



holidays, helps to bond their community together and solidifies their ethnic 

identity. 

Fusion of Religion-Culture-Society-Ethnicity 

Islam is not just a set of religious beliefs and practices, but an identification of 

both community and ethnicity.  For a Hui, Uyghur, Salar, Bonan, or Dongxiang 

person, Islam is seen as inseparable from their identity.  For the Hui, especially, it 

is Islam that led to their identification as a separate ethnicity.  Islam is sometimes 

referred to as Huijiao (Hui religion) which demonstrates the strong fusion 

between the Hui ethnic identity and religious identity.  For these people, to say “I 

am not a Muslim” is the equivalent of a Han Chinese who grew up in Beijing to 

announce, “I am not Chinese.”  Their food, dress, social relations, birth and 

marriage customs, holidays, and even language are infused with Islam.  Because 

Islam is so encompassing, it is very difficult for a Muslim who comes to faith in 

Christ to maintain his or her cultural identity and have continuing influence in his 

or her community.  A Muslim background convert to Christianity will have great 

pressure from family and community to return to Islam.  He or she will face social, 

economic, and physical threats.  Besides the conflict that comes from the 

community, there may  also be a conflict within himself/herself, a feeling of 

having betrayed their people, of having given up their ethnicity, background, and 

heritage.  This is a result of the deep fusing of their ethnic and religious identities.  

Han Chinese do not have such a strong fusing, so we may misjudge the difficulty 

people may have in changing their religious identity while holding onto their 

ethnic identity. 

Basic Christian Beliefs in Comparison and Contrast 

The fact that some teachings of Islam agree with teachings of Christianity, while 

others differ, makes it very important that a Christian going to share the gospel 

with Muslims has a firm grasp on his faith and his own doctrinal beliefs.  We also 

need to be able to determine what is essential in Christian belief  (for instance: 

the resurrection of Christ) from cultural practices we have inherited that are not 

essential (for instance: praying with our eyes closed).  This book cannot teach 

exhaustively on Christian theology, but the summaries that follow are given to 

remind you of some of the most important tenets of the Christian faith. 

Doctrine of Revelation 

How has God spoken to us?  How does he speak to us?  How do we know who 

God is?  These are questions answered by the doctrine of Revelation. 

Christians believe that God has revealed himself to all people through his creation 

(Romans 1:19-20).  God has also spoken more specifically through the prophets 

and writing in the Old Testament and through the teachings of Jesus and his 

apostles as recorded in the New Testament.  Jesus himself affirmed the inerrancy 

of the Old Testament (Matthew 5:17-20).  Paul in 1 Timothy 5:18 quotes from 

both the Old Testament (Deuteronomy 25:4) and from the book of Luke (Luke 

10:7), calling them both “Scripture.”  Peter refers to Paul's letters as Scripture (2 

Peter 3:16).   The writings of the New Testament were selected by the early 

church based on whether or not they had as their source an apostle of Jesus.   

God has revealed himself perfectly to us in the Scriptures which are “breathed” 

by God (2 Timothy 3:16-17) and were spoken through men “as they were carried 

along by the Holy Spirit.”  The Bible is the Word of God, but at the same time God, 

through the Holy Spirit, spoke through their words using their own personalities 

and cultures.  The Bible is inerrant in its original writings (in Greek and Hebrew).  

Christians are not afraid to examine the Biblical texts to make sure that what we 

have is the original, and to make sure that the translation we have is accurate, 

because we know that the original text of the Bible is the word of God. 

God revealed himself perfectly when the eternal Word took on flesh in Jesus 

Christ.  He is the complete and ultimate expression of God.  He is the Word of 

God (John 1).  When we know Jesus, we know and see the Father (John 14:7). 

Muslims differ from Christians in their understanding of how God has revealed 

himself.  Muhammad affirmed the writings of the Bible, the Torah, Zabur, and the 

Injil.  Muslims understand the Quran to have been verbally dictated, and to have 

superseded the Bible.  Muslims are taught that the Bible has been changed and 



corrupted by the Jews and Christians, so that the Bible today is not the word of 

Allah. 

Doctrine of God 

Christians believe in only one God (Deuteronomy 6:4), and should never give the 

appearance of worshipping three gods.  Christians worship one God, but we know 

him more personally, as He has revealed himself.  The Bible never uses the word 

Trinity; this is a word invented several hundred years after Jesus in order to 

describe what the Bible taught about God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

However, descriptions of the triune God may be found in both the Old Testament 

and the New Testament.  In the Great Commission, found in Matthew 28:18-20, 

Jesus gives a clear statement indicating both the unity and distinction between 

the different persons of the Trinity:  “Baptizing them in the name of the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.”  The word “Name” is singular, and yet three persons are 

mentioned.  Christians deny that the Father became the Son when Jesus was born 

on earth, and ceased to exist as the Father.  He was fully God and fully man at the 

same time.  Christians deny that the Son (Jesus) was created by the Father and 

deny that there was a time with the Son did not exist.  In the same way, the Holy 

Spirit is eternal and uncreated.  These three cannot be separated.  They are one.  

Jesus affirms that He and the Father are one (John 10:30). 

It took two hundred years before Christians found expression for the Trinity.  It 

was developed in response to false teachings about Jesus and his nature as well 

as the nature of God.  The Christian church must affirm this teaching in order to 

be faithful to the Bible, however, we need not insist that a person have a full 

understanding of the Trinity in order to be counted as a believer.  This doctrine is 

one of the main sources of division between Muslims and Christians.  We must 

certainly affirm it, but arguing with a Muslim about it is usually not useful.  

Instead we must find ways to highlight that we both worship one God while at the 

same time especially lifting up Jesus so that at the proper time, when their eyes 

are opened to his love and majesty, they see that He is God as well. 

Doctrine of Christ  

Jesus existed eternally as the uncreated Word of God.  He was with God, and was 

God.  He took on flesh, being born of the virgin Mary.  Jesus was not only partially 

man, or like a man, but He truly was a man like us.  However, Jesus did not live 

just like we do, because He lived a completely sinless life.  He worked miracles, 

preached about the Kingdom of God, and gathered disciples.  His mission was to 

seek and save the lost.  He knew that he would die on the cross, and in fact, this is 

why He came.  He died on the cross as the perfect and holy Lamb of God, the 

once and for all sacrifice for all of mankind's sins.  Jesus then rose from the dead, 

bringing victory over death.  After raising from the dead, He was truly and 

physically alive, and demonstrated this to his disciples.  He then ascended to the 

Father where He remains at the right hand of the throne of God.  He promised 

that one day He would return, and that at his return all would know what only a 

few realized the first time: that He is the Lord.  No one will know in advance the 

exact time of his coming, but when He returns He will be the judge and the ruler 

of all. 

Muslims will generally accept the virgin birth, that Jesus was a prophet, that He 

ascended to heaven, and will one day return.  All of these Biblical truths are also 

to be found in the Quran.  But they deny that He is the Son of God and deny that 

He is uncreated, though affirm that He is the Word of Allah.  They deny the 

crucifixion and resurrection, and believe that Jesus' disciples changed what He 

taught.  Muslims believe Jesus was a prophet that was superseded by 

Muhammad. 

Doctrine of the Holy Spirit 

The Spirit is also not a created being and has existed eternally in unity with the 

Father and the Son.  The Spirit of God is the cause of believers being born again, 

and when we are saved He fills us.  The Spirit unites the church, gives believers 

power to testify to Jesus (Acts 1:8), to live good lives (Galatians 5), and gives 

spiritual gifts to all believers.   

Most Muslims believe that the angel Gabriel is the Holy Spirit, because he 

brought the text of the Quran.  Therefore many Muslims call Gabriel the 

"Trustworthy Spirit." 



Doctrine of Angels and Demons 

Christians believe that there are heavenly beings, angels, which act as messengers 

of God.  There are also heavenly beings who have rebelled against God, and are 

determined to hurt, lie, destroy and hate God's creation.  They will be defeated, 

bound and destroyed in the last days.  These beings are not gods, but are created 

beings.  The belief in angels and demons is an area we have in common with 

Islamic teaching.  However, many Islamic cultures will combine their 

understanding of angels and demons with animistic beliefs.  Muslims believe that 

two angels sit on each person's shoulders.  The one on the right records all the 

good things a person does, and the one on the left records everything bad. 

Doctrine of Sin 

Christians believe that all men and women are made in the image and likeness of 

God (Genesis 1:26-27).  Adam, who represented all of humanity, sinned, and then 

death entered the world (Romans 5:12, 18-19).  Therefore man is a slave to sin - 

that is what we are in our nature (Romans 6:6,15-20, 7:25).  The Bible teaches 

that God abhors sin and that when we do sin, we do so personally against God 

himself.  Christians believe that sin is so incredibly serious that only the blood of 

Jesus can dispel God's anger at it.   

Islam, however, teaches that Allah is entirely unlike mankind, which is his creation.  

Nothing in creation can share his glory or likeness.  The story of the fall in the 

Quran talks not about Adam having sinned, but that he made an ethical mistake.  

Muslims therefore deny the doctrine of original sin, and define sin as disobeying 

Allah's will.  This disobedience comes not from our sinful nature, but out of our 

weakness and ignorance. 

Islam teaches that we cannot offend Allah because He is too far above us to be 

concerned about our disobedience.  So sin is not taken very seriously by Muslims, 

because they view it as weakness and not wickedness.  We must consider it our 

duty to demonstrate the seriousness of sin for all people.  Our Muslim friends 

need to see that the Bible calls sin a rebellion against God, which incurs God's 

wrath. 

As a result of a Muslim person's understanding of sin and humanity, they find 

abhorrent the idea of an innocent man dying to atone for the sins of others.  In 

their minds this is a perversion of justice.  But in denying this, they deny the 

central truth running throughout all Scripture. 

Doctrine of Salvation 

Salvation is found only in Jesus (Acts 4:12).  God desires that all be saved (1 

Timothy 2:4) and this salvation is available to all who call on him in Christ, no 

matter what ethnicity (Romans 10:9-12).  Salvation is a free gift of God that we do 

not deserve (Ephesians 2:8-9), and comes through faith in Christ.  Salvation 

affects the whole person.  The Bible says that we must not only confess with our 

mouths, but we must also believe in our hearts to be saved.  This involves a 

complete change in a person, a change that comes from being reconciled to God 

(2 Corinthians 5:17).  Salvation begins with a person's regeneration, but continues 

as the Holy Spirit sanctifies us, and will be completed with our glorification, when 

we are completely like Christ.  While there will be those who claim to be saved, 

who claim Christ's name, those who are truly in Christ will persevere and nothing 

can take them out of the Father's hand  (John 10:28).  The true, eternal, and 

abundant life comes only through Jesus. 

Doctrine of Church 

Jesus said He would build his church.   

The church is the body of Christ.  It is the flock owned by Jesus.  It is the family of 

faith.  The church consists of believers, who have been made new in Christ and 

baptized into his name, from all around the world united by His Spirit.  One day, 

when Jesus returns, we will all be together worshipping him.  However, until then, 

there is a temporary separation due to language and geography.  Therefore, the 

church now meets together in various locations, expressing itself as local 

churches.   

 Jesus Christ is the head of the church.  Each local expression of the church 

follows Jesus directly.  There is no person, other than Jesus himself, that has been 

appointed as head over all the churches.  Each local church is to choose men to 



be elders or pastors to lead the church, and also choose men or women to be 

deacons, serving in a multitude of other capacities in the church.  Overseers and 

deacons must conform to the requirements listed in 1 Timothy 3 and Titus 1.   

The church is to meet together regularly to encourage one another.  It is called to 

make disciples, baptizing them in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  

The church is called to regularly observe the Lord's Supper, remembering the 

sacrifice of Christ.  The church is called to be united, to love one another, to serve 

one another,  and to forgive one another.  It is called to help the poor and the 

needy.  The church is to uphold the truth and to maintain faith in Christ and do 

good works even under persecution.  The church is called to teach people to obey 

all that Christ has commanded. 

Doctrine of the Return of Christ and the End-times 

Christians believe in the resurrection.  All who have become children of God 

through Jesus Christ will be resurrected to eternal life.  Christians believe in the 

punishment of sin in a state we refer to as hell.  Christians may differ on the exact 

nature, but all agree that God will punish those who have sinned and rebelled 

against him, and that all deserve such punishment.   

Christians believe that Jesus will physically return one day in power.  Many cult 

groups (Eastern Lightning, and others) teach that Jesus has already returned.  The 

day of his return is unknown, but Jesus clearly taught that when his return 

happens, everyone will know that he has returned on that day.  The imposters 

who come in secret are the ones He referred to as having stolen his name.  

Christians are to live their lives in preparation for the return of Jesus.  When Jesus 

returns He will judge the earth.  Christians believe that God will create a new 

heaven and a new earth and that God's people will live forever with him.   

Islamic teaching agrees with the Bible in that Muslims believe that Jesus will 

return to the earth in the last days.  They also believe that Jesus will judge the 

world in those last days.  The Hadith teaches that Jesus alone will defeat the false 

Christ and that He will take believers to heaven to be with him.  While we are in 

agreement about these things, Muslims deny the resurrection.  Therefore, on that 

day of judgment they stand guilty before their Creator, without being covered by 

the precious blood of Jesus. 

  



Chapter 3 - Contextualization 

"Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to 

win as many as possible.  To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews. To 

those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not 

under the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law I 

became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God’s law but am 

under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I became 

weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible 

means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share 

in its blessings."  1 Corinthians 9:19-23. 

It is God's desire that all men should be saved. (1 Tim 2:4).  He himself became 

like one of us, taking on flesh (John 1:14).  He came into human culture and used 

human language that He might save us.  He came as a servant  (Mark 10:45), and 

then sent us just as the Father sent Him (John 20:21).  That means we need to go 

just as He went.  We need to be willing to be servants as Jesus was (Philippians 

2:1-5).   We need to not consider our own culture or language as better than that 

of those we go to.  We need to be willing to enter into the culture of those to 

whom we are taking the gospel.  We need to become like them, to the extent 

that we are able, just as God came as a man to take the gospel to us.  In the 

above passage that Paul is writing to the Corinthians, we can see these principles 

at work.  Paul was willing to adapt his culture and to take on the cultures of 

others with the purpose of winning them to the gospel. 

Christians are certainly not bound by the rules that Muslims observe.  We are not 

bound to the ritual prayers, the dietary restrictions, the long fasts, the methods of 

dress, etc.  We have freedom in Christ!  But, we are free to take on these rules 

also, becoming like those under the Quranic law, with the purpose of using all 

means possible to save some.  We do this all for the sake of the gospel, and by 

doing this we will share in its blessings.   A “Muslim sensitive believer” is willing to 

modify their behavior and language in order to share the love of Christ with 

Muslim people.  In this way we remove one of the primary obstacles to the gospel 

in a new culture: its foreignness.‖ When the cultural barriers of the gospel are 

removed, hearers are enabled to consider the true heart of the gospel: 

repentance toward God, faith in His Messiah, and worship in spirit and truth. 

Rejecting one's culture is not only unnecessary, according to the gospel, it is 

undesirable as well.  Converting out of one's culture goes against God‘s creative 

order and redemptive plan for creation.  God was the one who created the rich 

diversity of culture.  He was the one who appointed men to live in different ethnic 

groups.  The Son of God's final congregation will include the wealth of the nations 

(Revelation 21:26),‖being made up of people of every tribe, tongue, and nation 

under heaven (Revelation 7:9). 

 

Case Study 

There was a western missionary eating together with many Han Chinese co-

workers and students at a banquet at a Chinese restaurant given by her 

school.  The school officials had ordered the most expensive foods, which are 

often the most unusual in Chinese culture.  They were doing their best to 

show respect to the numerous western teachers that had come.  This 

unaware missionary cries out in a very loud voice, “UUGGHHH, how can you 

eat this stuff... I think I'm going to be sick.”  She was having difficulty 

adjusting herself to the culture, and eating what the locals ate while being 

thankful.   

*What did this communicate to the Chinese hosts?   

*Is this the way the Bible teaches us to act?  “When you enter a town and 

are welcomed, eat what is set before you.” (Luke 10:8) 

*Are you willing to change what you are accustomed to eating in order that 

you may share the gospel with people without offending them for no 

reason? 



Muslims in China do not want to become Han.  If they sense that they are 

required to become like the Han in order to become a Christian, then there will 

be greater resistance to the gospel than is necessary.  We want to bring them the 

gospel, not make them to be like us culturally.  We want to express Jesus in and 

through their culture, allowing Jesus to transform their culture in a way that will 

be biblical and pleasing to him.  As we work to bring Jesus into another culture, 

we must also remember that we need to continue to allow Jesus to transform 

ourselves and our own cultural assumptions as well.  We are not trying to make 

other people to become like us.  We are trying to point other people to become 

like Jesus, as we also strive to be so. 

When Han Chinese travel to Muslim areas of China, they will encounter 

differences in culture and be tempted to make judgments about the ethnic group 

they are observing.  Educated urban Han often value formal education, wealth, 

and a certain level of cleanliness.  Many Han think that it is important to be 

literate, especially in Mandarin.  Even in China, many Muslims cannot read or 

write Hanzi, and they may not speak it well either.  Many Muslims are not 

wealthy or well educated.  It would be easy for some Han people to look down on 

them. 

While it is true that these Muslim people groups already profiled are part of the 

People’s Republic of China, many of them firstly define themselves according to 

their ethnic identity.  They do not respond well to people who ignore or belittle 

their identity as Muslims.  A similar parallel might be the way in which you as a 

Han person feel when people say that Western ways of doing things are superior 

to Chinese ways.  Ethnic chauvinism of any kind will turn the hearer away from 

the messenger and his or her message. 

As God’s ambassadors we need to understand clearly that in God’s eyes we are all 

equally in need of His grace, and equally loved by Him as we are created in His 

image.  It is very important for us to discover where the perspective of our home 

culture is different from God’s perspective and continually evaluate our own 

hearts and attitudes and invite God to transform us.  It is a good exercise to 

consciously look for aspects of the culture that you appreciate.  This can help you 

value the culture and balance any negative impressions you may have. 

Lifestyle Changes 

Changing your Diet  

In the above section on Islamic culture, we learned that Muslims in China are very 

strict about not eating pork.  This is done for religious reasons, and also because 

they view any pork product as being unclean.  Most importantly, not eating pork 

sets them apart from the others around them and seals their ethnic identity.  It is 

not only about following the Quran; even if they had religious freedom to eat 

pork, most Chinese Muslims would still say they don't want to eat it.  Many 

former Muslims that now follow Jesus, still refrain from eating pork. 

Many Chinese Muslims are very strict about this practice.  For most, if pork has 

ever been cooked in a kitchen they will refuse to eat anything that has been 

cooked in that kitchen.  Do you want to have Muslim friends over to your house 

for a meal?  Until they are certain you have not cooked any pork in your home, 

they will refuse to eat or drink in your home.  If you wish to make Muslim friends, 

you will need to  clean your home of any pork products.  This doesn't just mean 

pork meat, but also any product that is made with any form of pork fat or oil.  This 

can be in many different products, (even some candies and snacks) and so you 

need to look at the labels before you buy them and bring them home. 

When you go out to a restaurant to eat with a person from a Muslim culture, be 

sure to make sure that the restaurant is qingzhen.  Qingzhen restaurants are 

owned by Muslims, and conform to all the necessary dietary restrictions.   The 

sign on the front of the restaurant will indicate whether or not it is qingzhen. 

It is important to be proactive in telling your Muslim acquaintances that you are 

not eating pork or having it in your home.  When you do this, they may assume 

that you have become Muslim.  If they ask you why you are giving up pork, you 

can say, “Because I want to be your friend.”  By purposefully not eating pork, you 

can gain more relationships with Muslims and more opportunities to testify to 

Jesus and his love. 



Even when a Muslim begins to follow Jesus, he/she is still Hui, Uyghur, Kazakh, 

Dongxiang, Salar, etc.  They are not accustomed to eating pork, and might even 

become physically ill if they do eat it.  More importantly, they view the dietary 

restriction as an essential part of their ethnicity.   We have no reason to ask them 

to change their ethnicity, or to offend their family by eating pork.  We need to 

assure them that they have freedom in Christ, and this includes the freedom to 

continue identifying with their family, friends, and ethnicity by not eating pork.   

 

Those trying to reach Muslims with the gospel should adapt their eating 

behaviors to try to help them come to faith.  However, in China, you will also face 

times where you share meals with non-Muslim, non-Christian family, or friends 

that you wish to share the gospel with, in which case you will be offensive and 

will misrepresent Christ if you make an issue out of not eating pork.  One method, 

is to quietly only eat the dishes without pork, without saying anything about it.  

The other, is to adapt your behavior to those around you, as best you can, with 

the Holy Spirit's help in order to win as many as possible  (1 Corinthians 9:19). 

Clothing 

Because Muslims dress conservatively, especially women, it is important for 

Chinese women working with Muslims to also wear conservative clothing.  Avoid 

wearing things that show too much of your skin, legs, or shoulders.  Short pants 

are never appropriate.  It is best to try to dress like them as much as possible. 

Should a Christian wear a head covering?  Some Christian missionary women have 

chosen to wear head coverings so they can make better relationships with 

Muslim women in order to share the gospel.  Is this appropriate?  There is 

certainly nothing in the Bible that would prevent this.  In fact, one could argue 

that 1 Corinthians 11:6 demands it.  Some Christian men have also chosen to 

wear the Muslim skull cap.  Most Christians relegate this command to be 

dependent on culture.  However, when we are reaching a culture where head 

covering shows respect to God, then would this command come into effect for us? 

The danger of wearing  a head covering is that Muslims will assume that you have 

also decided to believe in Islam.  When they discover that you haven't, they may 

think that you are dishonest.  However, in that case you could point out that you 

are following the Bible, and desire to be sensitive to their culture.   

It is not clear which route is best, and different people working with Muslims 

have had different opinions on this issue.  You will need to work it out for yourself.  

Be sure to think through what you are intending to communicate and what your 

Muslim friends will likely understand from the clothing you choose to wear.   

Relations Between Men and Women 

Case Study 

Ibadet, from a Muslim background, had been a believer in Jesus for a few 

years.   No one else in her family followed Jesus.  She went to a Christian 

training school run by a Chinese house church to better equip her to share the 

gospel with others. The leader of the school did not know much about Muslim 

people.  Ibadet asked the leader if she could prepare her own meals, because 

she didn't eat pork.  The house church leader said, “We are not going to make 

any special food for you.”  Ibadet explained that if she ate pork, it would hurt 

her relationship with her family, and it was her family that she wanted to 

share the gospel with.  The house church leader responded, “You will receive 

no special treatment.  If you will not submit to my authority, you must leave 

the training."  Ibadet broke down into tears.  She took time alone to pray to 

God in the name of Jesus.  “Why is this happening to me, Lord?  What should I 

do?”  The Lord gave her help and wisdom.  The next day she told the house 

church leader that she was to fast throughout the duration of the training.   

*What reasons did Ibanet have for not eating pork? 
 
*Is what the house church leader did correct?  What should the house church 
leader have done differently? 
 
*How would you evaluate Ibanet's response to the house church leader at the 
training? 
 



Christians are already viewed by many Muslims as spreading immorality.  We 

must be very careful with our actions.  First, the Christian missionary to Muslims 

must be very careful to watch his/her own purity.  There is the danger of all of us 

stumbling in this area, and Satan prowls around like a lion waiting to seize this 

opportunity.  In the power of the Holy Spirit, you must resist all forms of 

temptation towards immorality. 

Besides keeping in mind the things that your conscience has prohibited you to do, 

you must also consider what your Muslim neighbors consider immoral.  Perhaps 

that pretty dress you bought in Beijing is perfectly acceptable in a house church in 

Beijing, and is not considered immoral, but how will it be perceived by your 

Muslim neighbors?  Also be very careful in any cross-gender relationships.   Focus 

your ministry on winning people of your same gender to Jesus. 

Because men are the head of households, in order to lead whole families to Christ 

we must focus on men.  We need men to share the gospel with Muslim men.  

When the head of a household believes, we should encourage him to lead his 

whole family to faith.   But this doesn't mean that women evangelists are 

unneeded.  On the contrary, both are essential in Muslim ministry, because of 

limitations in cross-gender relationships.    

When a Muslim family comes to Christ,  we should not expect the gender 

relationships in the family to suddenly change and become completely egalitarian.  

However, men who come to faith should be taught to love their wives as Christ 

loved the church.  This will dramatically change a Muslim household, but the 

relationship between a husband and wife in a Muslim family may still be different 

than that in a Chinese Christian household, just as a Chinese Christian household 

is different from a western Christian household!  We do not need to eradicate 

their cultural patterns, but instead we should allow Christ to make their cultural 

patterns within the family reflect his love and holiness.   

Hospitality 

Muslims are famous for their hospitality towards each other and to strangers.  

When you visit a Muslim friend's home you will be overwhelmed with food and 

attention, regardless of the economic level of the hosts.  Chinese culture is also  

well-known for this trait, so it will be important for you to continue to show this 

honor and respect to your Muslim friends that visit your home.  They will value 

this kind of action as you are welcoming them into your home and your lives.  It is 

important to show hospitality not only to win friends and provide a way for 

sharing your values and your faith, but also because of several biblical and 

practical reasons. 

The Bible commands Christians to be hospitable.  "Share with God's people who 

are in need.  Practice hospitality" (Romans 12:13).  And we are to do this without 

grumbling (1 Peter 4:9).  Hospitality also allows us to care for the strangers among 

us by treating them fairly and kindly.  The Bible teaches us that caring for 

strangers in some way is the same as caring for Jesus himself (Matthew 25:34-40).  

It also teaches that hospitality is one characteristic of Christian maturity and 

faithfulness (1 Timothy 3:2, 5:10).  Every Christian should aspire to serve in this 

way, just as our Lord came not to be served but to serve. 

Using Muslim/Arabic Greetings 

Some ministers to Muslims choose to use traditional Arabic greetings when 

meeting a Muslim.  They will say, As Salamu Alaykum meaning "Peace be upon 

you."  You will find that most of your Muslim friends and neighbors will say this to 

each other in greeting.  The proper response is then to say, Wa Alaykum As Salam 

which means "And also on you."  The very next question that will be asked of you 

is whether or not you are a Muslim, so you must be prepared to answer in 

integrity.  As in most evangelistic situations that you will be in with Muslims, what 

you say will depend on how much time you have to explain your answer.  If you 

do not have much time to explain why you are using Muslim greetings, it might be 

better for you to avoid doing so. 

Alternatively, you could try to convey the same meaning as "Peace be upon you", 

but by using a Chinese phrase.  If you say in Chinese, "Zhu ni pingan", you may 

communicate the same thing, but without the possibility of confusion or what 

might appear to be deception.  If the Muslim person asks about why you said this, 

the door is open to many different answers.  You could tell them that you like the 



meaning behind saying As Salamu Alaykum but that not being a Muslim you don't 

feel right in saying it that way.  You could tell them that the Bible tells us to bless 

and serve others.  Your goal in everything that you say is clarity and planting 

seeds of truth. 

Celebrating Ramadan 

The Ramadan fast is the most important holiday for Muslims.  What should a 

Christian do during this time in order to be a witness? 

The Bible does not forbid fasting.  In fact, Jesus gives instructions on fasting in the 

Sermon on the Mount.  If you choose to fast together with your Muslim neighbors, 

we suggest that you fast according to Jesus' teaching - fasting in secret.  Your 

fasting should not be to impress other people, but should be a spiritual act, 

humbling yourself before God and praying for your Muslim friends.    

A Muslim fasts from the first light of day until it is dark.  They are to fast from all 

eating, drinking, and contact with women and other pleasures.  Some even teach 

that a good Muslim will not even swallow his own saliva.  The difficulty of 

observing the fast is that you are also tired, because it is in the middle of the night 

that you are able to eat and drink, and that should be done in moderation.  There 

is no legalistic requirement that a Christian join this fast.  However, it is 

something every minister to Muslims should consider doing at least once. 

If Muslim friends discover that you are also fasting with them, then you can talk 

about how Jesus taught us to fast - not as a show for men, but before God.  This 

could lead to further chances to share about Jesus and his teaching. 

When Muslims break the fast at the end of Ramadan, it is a very special time.  

Breaking the fast together with a Muslim family will endear you to them.  As long 

as we remember this and keep God as our focus rather than our own honor, then 

we can join in the fast and the breaking of the fast with our Muslim neighbors.  By 

doing so we may have a better chance at being drawn into their community.   

Muslims who become Christians will especially need to think through this issue.  

Intentionally choosing to not honor the Ramadan fast is physically easier, but 

carries many ramifications.  By not holding to the Ramadan fast, they are in some 

ways leaving their ethnicity.  Asking a Hui Christian to eat during Ramadan is the 

same as asking a Han Chinese not to celebrate Chinese Spring Festival.  How 

would a Han Chinese person react if a foreign Christian asked them to no longer 

celebrate Chinese Spring Festival?  Certainly you would be angry at the 

imperialistic missionary.  Don't be the same when you go to work with Muslims.  

Instead, we should allow them to continue to celebrate their traditions together 

with their community, but also help them to infuse new meaning into it by 

obeying Jesus' teaching during the fast. 

Ministry & Worship Form Changes 

How you treat the Bible 

Muslims show a great respect for the Quran.  When they see a Christian set their 

Bible on the floor under their chair, or toss it in a bag with a lot of other books, or 

write in it, they will likely think that the Christian does not respect the Bible.  

Since the Bible is the true Word of God, shouldn't we treat it with even more 

respect than the Muslim treats the Quran? 

In order to show respect for the Bible, we suggest that you keep it on the top 

shelf of your bookcase.  Do not ever set another book on top of it.  Perhaps you 

can even buy a stand which Muslims use for holding the Quran, but which you 

can use to set your Bible on.  Never set your Bible on the floor, or on a chair.  

Make it a habit to wash your hands before you open your Bible, and insist that 

your Muslim friends also wash their hands before touching it.  Use a protective 

cloth or cover around your Bible, and do not take notes on the pages of your Bible.   

If you want to take notes in your Bible, then use a different Bible when you are 

with Muslims.  In this way, you will be a Muslim sensitive follower of Jesus. 

However, the greatest way that you can pay respect to the Bible is to read it often 

and to obey it.  Christians need to proactively demonstrate our respect for the 

Bible, and whenever possible as you talk with a Muslim friend, share how a 

specific verse that you have read recently in the Bible has affected an action that 

you did that day.   



How you pray 

Please turn in your Bible to the passage that says Christians must pray before we 

eat.  Do you remember where that is?  If you do remember, then you better read 

your Bible a little more closely, because there is no passage that requires this.   

Jesus did set an example of giving thanks at the feeding of the five thousand and 

a prayer of thanks before breaking the bread and passing around the cup during 

the Lord's supper (Matthew 26).  There is certainly nothing wrong with praying 

before we eat.  But Paul tells us that we are to “pray continually” (1 Thess 5:17), 

not just at certain times. 

Some Muslims pray five times a day.  When they pray, they take off their shoes.   

They face towards Mecca, use a prayer rug, and bow down physically with their 

body to pray.  This is the traditional form of prayer, usually done in Arabic only, 

that most Chinese Muslims will not even understand.  It is an outward action for 

most of them that has little meaning.  However, you will meet some Chinese 

Muslims that pray often, not just at the mosque.  Their prayers might sound very 

similar to your own, offered up at any occasion, although they are often just short 

phrases.  Many Muslims that you meet, though, will rarely pray, because their 

faith has little to do with their everyday lives, except for the outward aspects 

done for the sake of community.  So overall, you will see that Muslims treat 

prayer very similarly to Christians: some take it seriously, some do it only for 

show, and some rarely pray at all. 

There are many ways that we can adjust the way, manner, and time that we pray 

as Christians.  You should study the passages concerning prayer in the Bible so 

that you know exactly what the Word proscribes for us, and identify the many 

areas in which we as Christians have freedom.  Is there anything wrong with a 

Christian choosing to take off his shoes, or to bow down while praying?  (Psalm 

95:6, Matthew 26:39)  Must we pray with our eyes closed and head bowed, or 

may we also look up to heaven and turn our palms upward (1 Timothy 2:8)?  Is it 

all right to pray 5 times a day, or after a meal instead of before it? 

No matter how or when you pray with your Muslim friends, however, be careful 

to pray in the name of Jesus (John 15:16) as it is only because of his blood that we 

may present our prayers to God (Hebrews 10:19).  We should never leave this off.  

We want to be sensitive to Muslim cultural practice in our prayers, but we also 

want to proclaim and obey Jesus the Messiah.   

Much is accomplished through prayer.  A Christian who is attempting to share the 

gospel with Muslims must be praying and asking the Lord for help each day to 

share the gospel.  We can approach God with absolute confidence that He hears 

our prayers, loves us, and will help and answer.  This is so much more than what 

Muslims have when they pray, so we need to be thankful we can talk to God and 

not squander the opportunity.   

How you talk about God with a Muslim  

Muslims usually have been taught that Christians believe in three gods.  They do 

not know that we believe in only one God.  When a Muslim asks me whether or 

not I am a Muslim, I reply by saying, “I believe in the one and only true God (wei 

yi de ZhenZhu), and I follow Jesus.”   This leaves them a little uncertain, because I 

did not say “Yes” or “No.”  We should not be dishonest in our answers, and yet 

we need to take the opportunity to share the gospel.   If I were to only say “Yes, I 

am a Christian” then perhaps they would think,  “He is a Christian that believes in 

three Gods.”  By responding in a way that describes what I believe, using terms 

that they understand, it is a chance to share a bit of truth with them.  Regardless, 

though, of how you answer this question, more explanation will need to be given 

- either at that time, or at the next meeting. 

Every  chance that we have we need to emphasize that we believe in one God, 

and that He is great, powerful, and true.  However, we should also talk about our 

personal relationship to this God, how He hears and answers our prayers, how He 

loves us, comforts us, and cares for us as his own children.  Christians and 

Muslims have in common that there is one God, and we should emphasize this.  

We should also help them to recognize that we know God to be not only powerful 

and holy, but also loving and ever-present with us.  By breaking down the 

misconceptions, and then emphasizing the love of God, Muslims will be intrigued 

and attracted to the Father. 



How you talk about Jesus with a Muslim 

It is a good practice to tell Muslims that you follow Jesus.  Remember, that by 

saying Ersa, both you and your Muslim friend understand that you are talking 

about the holy man, Jesus.  In the Bible, Jesus was often cautious about how He 

referred to himself.  He called himself the Son of Man, the shepherd, the gate, the 

bread of life, and the living water.  John refers to Jesus as the Word of God and 

the Lamb of God, and the gospels tell us that the Spirit of God rested upon Jesus 

in the form of a dove.  We know Jesus as the Son of God, but we must be careful 

about being sensitive in sharing this truth about Jesus with a Muslim.  When you 

say, “Jesus is the Son of God,” they hear you say, “God had sexual union with 

Mary to have a son that you claim is equal with God.  You are an idolater!”  Of 

course, you didn't say all that, but we must take into account what they assume 

you believe.  At the beginning you can say, “I believe Jesus is the Messiah.”  You 

should never deny He is God having come in the flesh, for indeed, He is that, and 

we should not deny it.  But perhaps that is not the best starting point for your 

conversation. 

If your Muslim friend drives you into a corner, you can answer questions with 

questions.   

Muslim: “Do you say Jesus is the Son of God?” 

Muslim sensitive follower of Jesus: “Who do you say He is?” 

Muslim: “He is only a prophet.” 

Muslim sensitive follower of Jesus: “Do you say He is the Word of God” 

Muslim: “Yes... but he is only a prophet.” 

Muslim Sensitive Believer: “Would you like to read about what the Word of God 

said about himself in the Injil?” 

Perhaps this will lead to a chance to read some from the Bible together with your 

Muslim friend, and perhaps not.  If you answer the question straightforwardly, 

your conversation will probably go something like this: 

Muslim: “Do you say that Jesus is the Son of God?” 

Muslim insensitive Christian: “Yes, he is.” 

Muslim: “I thought so.  We cannot talk about religion anymore.  You must respect 

my belief.  There is only one God.  I will not listen to you about this.” 

There is still opportunity, even at this point, to try to explain to this person what 

you meant by the term "Son of God".  However, you can see that an incredible 

wall has been put up that might keep this person from hearing your explanation.  

Pray a lot, and be filled with the Spirit.  Also be sensitive as to whether or not the 

Muslim is genuinely asking questions about Jesus, or just setting you up for 

debate.   

How you talk about Muhammad with a Muslim  

It is best to avoid talking about Muhammad with your Muslim friend.  This is likely 

to only cause trouble.  If you cannot avoid it, then it is important to be respectful.  

From history, there are things Muhammad did that a Christian may be able to 

point at and say that were sinful.  But if you do that, then you will likely enter into 

an argument and lose the ability to influence or communicate with your Muslim 

friend.  How can we be respectful of Muhammad?  Remember, that he was 

calling the Arab people from polytheism to the worship of the God of Abram.  We 

can at least respect him for that.  However, we cannot consider him a true 

prophet of God, nor consider the Quran as the revelation of God.  The Scripture 

on this is very clear.  Muhammad denied the Son of God.  1 John 2:23 says that 

“No one who denies the Son has the Father.”  This is not a verse to share with 

your Muslim friend when doing evangelism.  I share this with you so you do not 

make the mistake of affirming that Muhammad was a true prophet.   

But, we should also be careful to not denigrate him, or we can cause great anger 

in our Muslim acquaintances.  We must remember that when a Muslim asks us 

our opinion of Muhammad, he may be really asking, "How do you feel about me 

and my ideas?"  For some, it is a very personal question.  This is why the best road 

is to avoid the subject altogether, or at least until the relationship is more solid.  If 

you must, you may say, “Muhammad is one of the most important people in 



history.”  And then try to change the subject in a way that will lead to sharing the 

gospel, rather then arguing about Muhammad.  Perhaps you could try saying, 

“Muhammad  spoke much about other men sent by God, such as Adam and Jesus?  

Can I tell you about them?”   

The Contextualized Church 

Our heart is that churches will be formed that will be effective in bringing 

Muslims to faith in Jesus the Messiah!  Everyone that follows Jesus needs the 

community of a church, yet Muslims especially will need this new community, 

since the one that they are currently in through the mosque is so strong.  We 

must not only strive for individuals to come to faith, but for new churches to be 

formed.  It is vital that the church comes together  - that it is an active community 

full of life.  Never in Scripture do we find people called "the church" that are not 

active in a church.  So even if people are secret believers for a while, this should 

be a temporary state, because it is an inferior state.  We are created to be in 

fellowship with the body of Christ!  And if any person is missing, than the body is 

not complete, as each Muslim believer has a function to perform. 

Churches in other countries do things much differently than house churches in 

China.  We cannot say that one way is entirely right and the other is wrong, 

because churches will look different in various cultures.   Most western churches 

would never dream of having everyone pray at the same time.  Instead, one 

leader prays from the front.  However, having all the members pray at once is a 

common feature of many Chinese house churches.  The western church worships 

through music differently than the Chinese church.  The chairs or stools used in 

most Chinese churches are different than in the west, and the length of time of 

the worship service is usually much longer in China than in the west.  Can we say 

these differences are wrong, or that the Chinese churches should be just like 

western churches?  Of course not!  It is best for westerners to worship God in a 

western way, and Han Chinese to worship God in a Han Chinese way - both 

obeying the Bible, but  through their own cultural practices.  So, we need to have 

a Hui Chinese Church that worships God in a Hui way, and a Uyghur church that 

worships God in a Uyghur way, and a Salar church that worships God in a Salar 

way! 

Try to visualize a Muslim-Sensitive church!  This needs to be a group of believers 

in Jesus, whom have been baptized into his name, who love and encourage each 

other, and take the Lord's supper together.  They are a new community that 

follows Jesus, but maintains their own ethnicity.  When they come to worship, 

they take off their shoes before worship and sit on the floor; the men on one side 

and the women on the other.  Before the elder reads the Bible, he washes his 

hands.  The Bible they use is an accurate translation, but one that uses names and 

words familiar to Muslims.  When they pray, they do not close their eyes, but 

they hold their hands out palms up, and after praying in Jesus' name, they wipe 

their hands down across their face.  The Bible is set on a stand in a position of 

honor.  When they sing songs, they are sung in their own language, or possibly 

they chant scripture they have memorized.  When the service closes, they say 

“We believe that the LORD is God, and that Jesus is the Messiah.”  

They regularly give generously to help the poor in their community, and they 

encourage each other to remember to pray regularly, like their Muslim relatives 

and friends do five times a day.  They might meet for worship on a Friday 

afternoon instead of a Sunday morning.  After they meet for worship, they often 

go out together to eat in a qingzhen restaurant.  They help each other and love 

each other when they face persecution from family and friends, but they do not 

encourage disrespect of parents, and they are very careful to help each other 

avoid immorality.  The love they have for each other and the service and 

involvement within their community causes those persecuting them to be 

ashamed and to wonder if perhaps Jesus is the Messiah! 

Can you visualize anything like this?  No one can tell you exactly the right way to 

start a church like this.  To this day there are very few churches in China that have 

been planted among Muslim peoples.  Perhaps the Lord will use you to be one of 

the first!  There have been Muslim-sensitive churches in other Muslim countries, 

and there is a video available that could help you to visualize what a Muslim 

sensitive church will look like.  The important thing is to make sure that while you 

struggle through and pray about the contextualization issues of these new 



churches, make sure that you continually look to the Bible as your guide for which 

aspects of the church are cultural and which are proscribed. 

In all of this, trust in the fact that God will help you.  He has promised that He will 

be with you always, and He has sent his Holy Spirit in whom you can place your 

trust.  You will not know everything that you think you need to know, and you will 

probably never feel capable.  You must learn as you go; trusting that through your 

obedience, even while you may make mistakes, that God will still plant his church.  

He can plant it through your faithfulness in testifying to Jesus and your 

faithfulness in loving your Muslim neighbors as His Spirit empowers you. 

Baptism 

Here we must address the issue of baptism.  If we are speaking of the need for 

Muslim background believers to meet together in contextually sensitive churches, 

we must consider that the Bible speaks of the church as being a group of baptized 

believers.  Most places in the Muslim world consider baptism as the point at 

which a former Muslim should now be considered an infidel.  It is usually at this 

point when persecution will take place, if it has not occurred already.  This is the 

case because baptism is an outward symbol of a person's heart confession: to 

follow Jesus Christ and obey all of his commands. 

So the decision to be obedient to Scripture in baptism is not an easy one for the 

minister or the new Muslim background believer to make.  The temptation is 

great to not teach about baptism, or to change the way baptism is handled - 

perhaps by making it secret, or by delaying it until the risk of persecution is 

lessened.  We must remember that baptism is an act of obedience to the Lord's 

command, follows his example (Matthew 28:18-20, Acts 2:38, Matthew 3:13-17,) 

and symbolizes: 

1. The death and resurrection of Jesus (1 Corinthians 15:1-4) 

2. The spiritual change that has taken place in the believer (Romans 6:3-11) 

3. Washing and cleansing from sin (Titus 3:5) 

4. Entrance into the body of Christ, the church (1 Corinthians 12:12-13) 

5. A public declaration of faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 6:12-13) 

Baptism is too important and integral to the health of each believer and to the 

new Muslim-sensitive church to lessen its meaning or significance.  However, 

much grace should be given as each minister and convert struggles with the 

ramifications and timing of their obedience.  Also remember that just like other 

aspects of worship, the ceremony of baptism might look different in the Muslim-

sensitive church.  As long as the Biblical example is obeyed, however, (baptism by 

immersion, done in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, etc.) then other 

aspects of the celebration can be done in whatever way the Muslim-sensitive 

church sees as culturally appropriate and respectful. 

Labels & Identity 

When we communicate, we use words that have a meaning understandable by 

each person.  When the meaning I attach to the word is generally the same as the 

meaning that you attach to a word, communication is smooth and meaningful.  

However, sometimes a word has little shared meaning between the two 

communicators.  This accounts for many of the problems in communicating with 

Muslims.   For example, when you say, “I am a Christian,” you mean, “I follow 

Jesus Christ as my Lord and Savior.”  When a Muslim hears you say “I am a 

Christian,” he may understand  you to mean “I eat pig meat.  I believe in three 

gods, and I believe God had sexual relations with a woman to make his Son.  I am 

part of a foreign religion that is completely opposed to your people.”  Obviously 

that is not what we intended to say! 

The word “Muslim” actually means “one submitted to God.”  Some Christians 

working with Muslims have decided that it is OK for them to call themselves 

Muslims, since they too are submitted to God.  So when they say, “I am a Muslim,” 

they mean “I am submitted to God.”  However, when their Muslim friend hears 

them say “I am a Muslim,” the meaning they likely understand is “I fully believe in 

Islam and all its teachings.”  Again, that is not what we intended to say, and is the 

wrong message to communicate 

No matter what we call ourselves, we may be misunderstood!  It is important to 

think about “What will the people listening to me understand when I say this?” 



Instead of letting our Muslim friends define us with their meaning, we must take 

every opportunity to explain to them who we are and what we believe.  When 

someone asks, “Are you a Christian?” or “Are you a Muslim,” how should you 

respond?  Do not just say, “Yes” or “No.”  There are many other ways to respond.  

You can respond with a question, “What do you say that it means to be a 

Christian, or a Muslim?” After hearing their thoughts, you may be able to explain 

your beliefs more clearly. 

Consider saying that you are a follower of Jesus.  “I am a follower of Jesus.  I 

believe in one God, and that God's love is greater than  we can imagine.  He 

taught us to love one another because while we were yet sinners, He died for us 

as a Korban (sacrifice) of God.  Yet he rose from the dead, and is today at the right 

hand of God, and He promised life to all who follow Him and obey His teaching.  

His teaching is that we love one another.  That is who I am and what I believe.  I 

am a newly created person because I am a follower of Jesus.  Do you know Jesus?” 

This question of identity is also very important for any new Muslim believers to 

consider.  We will probably need to help them think through this issue for 

themselves - it may or may not come naturally to them.  Wherever any Muslim 

comes to faith in Christ, there have been three main categories of labels that they 

have taken on for themselves.  Some of them take on the name "Christian" just as 

we all use to refer to ourselves.  Whether they were told or trained to do so, 

whether they themselves chose and wanted to call themselves by Christ's name, 

or whether they were given that name by others and it stuck, they are now 

known as Christians.  Obviously, this label has ramifications for these believers, 

the same ones mentioned previously that apply to us as ministers.  They may or 

may not ever be able to have a major impact on their society because of this 

decision, but if they were lead by the Holy Spirit to call themselves Christians, 

then this is the proper thing to do. 

Some groups of Muslim believers have taken the opposite approach.  In order to 

not lose influence with their family and friends, they have either decided for 

themselves or been told to keep the label of Muslim and continue to stay in all of 

their former social connections, including the mosque.  For some, the fear of the 

repercussions that come with their decision to follow Christ keeps them from 

taking his name or leaving the mosque.  If this decision is a temporary or 

transitional stage on a Muslim's journey to full faith in Christ (regardless of the 

label), then this approach could be seen as justified.   

The long-term problem with this is that it forgets that our task is not to just create 

converts or believers, but mature disciples.  This is what the Great Commission 

tells us to do - go into the world and make disciples, and teach them all things.  

This primarily does not happen through the cross-cultural minister, but through 

the local, indigenous church.  Any new believer must conform his/her faith to the 

faith of the Bible that comes via the newly-planted church in that area.  From the 

beginning we must remember that we are committed to raising up believers 

whose personal faith resonates with the, "faith that was once for all entrusted to 

the saints."  (Jude 3).   

In addition, we must consider the ethics of the decision for new Muslim 

background believers to stay in the mosque and never tell anyone about their 

new beliefs.  When these people are discovered, it can create a strong negative 

reaction that inadvertently damages the credibility of Christians and feeds further 

distrust toward those who follow Christ.  A more open witness in a 

straightforward, but contextually sensitive way seems to hold the greatest 

promise for effective and ethical Christian penetration into the Muslim world. 

So what is the third category?  This is the label that we have already suggested 

that the minister take on: that of a follower of Jesus.  This might be said in several 

different ways, but however it is stated we should remember that the purpose in 

doing so is not to deny Christ, but to make our identity and the identity of our 

Muslim believing friends more clearly tied to Jesus by avoiding an improper 

understanding of what being a Christian means.  For Muslims that take this 

approach, their unwillingness to call themselves Christians is not meant to 

distance themselves from either Jesus or others who follow him, but is simply an 

acknowledgement that the word carries connotations that are offensive in their 

context and actually hinders them from being able to share more about who this 

Jesus really is.   



For any that have a problem with this approach, you should consider that the 

label Christian was not used for the followers of Jesus until the emergence of the 

first predominantly Gentile church in Antioch (Acts 11:26).  It was probably 

originally a term given by opponents of the church - both times it appears in the 

book of Acts it was a title given to the church by others.  There is not a single 

instance of the apostle Paul using the Greek word "Christianos" to describe the 

followers of Christ, and in fact the earliest believers preferred to identify 

themselves as belonging to "the Way" (Acts 9:2, 19:23, 24:14).  Thus, there is 

simply no scriptural mandate that insists that those who follow Jesus must be 

called by a particular communal name. 

Language Adaptation 

A final area of contextualization that we must consider is how to adapt our 

language - the words that we use to communicate truth - to a Muslim that we are 

sharing with or teaching.  This section has been saved until the end because it is a 

subject with which most Han Chinese have some difficulty. 

Perhaps the best way to realize the need to contextualize our language when 

working with the Hui is by answering a question....  If you were called to preach 

the gospel to the Uyghurs, how would you go about doing it?  Of course you 

would start by choosing a location to go to, raising funds, praying a lot, putting 

together a team, etc.  But when you arrived in the city of Korla, for example, and 

met your first Uyghur that seemed to be interested in the gospel, what would you 

do?  You would share the gospel with them, right?  But would you do it in 

Mandarin or in Uyghur language?  Probably you would share in Uyghur because 

you would have studied Uyghur in your preparations to minister in Xinjiang, since 

many Uyghur people don't speak Mandarin very well, and even if they did, the 

gospel message in Uyghur would be more close to their heart and therefore more 

meaningful.  So the question is this:  if learning the local language is so important 

to cross-cultural ministry in other countries, and even among the Uyghurs, why 

would it not also be important to those called to reach the Hui - wherever they 

are located? 

We have already discussed how the Hui are different in every place in China and 

how they come from a diverse background of peoples and cultures, but now they 

are unified in their usage of Mandarin.  However, the Mandarin that they use is 

greatly influenced by other languages, especially their religious vocabulary which 

contains many Arabic and Persian words.  Therefore, in many places in China 

where you are working with Muslims, it will behoove you as ministers of the 

gospel that want to speak clearly and effectively to them, to learn the religious 

vocabulary that your Hui friends actually use.    

For many Chinese ministers this is offensive, and the necessity of doing this is 

difficult to grasp.  After all, these people are Chinese and communicate in 

Mandarin.  Why can't we share with them using the same words that we use with 

everybody else?  Instead of taking this defensive and emotional attitude, however, 

it would be better to remember the point of contextualization - we want to make 

the gospel more clear and easily understood.  If this can be accomplished by 

simply changing some of the words that we use, why would we not want to try it?  

Especially since we have seen that it will probably be better for these new Muslim 

followers of Jesus not to join existing Han house churches, but to form their own 

Muslim-sensitive churches where they will worship in words and ways that are 

more culturally comfortable to them. 

One of the easiest ways for you to begin to get comfortable with this change in 

language is by starting to use the Tianjing Bible instead of the Chinese Bible that 

you have been using since you became a Christian.  For some people, this will be 

a difficult and costly step to take, as it involves sacrificing their personal comfort 

and preference.  However, one way that might help you look at this with the 

proper perspective is to remember that all Bibles are translations of the original.  

The Bible's original languages were Hebrew and Greek.  Just as the Bible has been 

translated into Mandarin for the Han people, the differences in the actual 

language that Hui people use warrants a different translation.  If you do not have 

access to a Tianjing Bible, you can view it online at www.tianjing.org. 

  



Below is a table with just some of the words and terms that it might be helpful to 

change as you share the gospel with and disciple a Muslim: 

Mandarin term Hui term Mandarin term Hui term 

世界 shìjiè 顿亚 dùnyà 独生子 dúshēngzǐ 独子 dúzǐ 

敬拜 jìng bài 礼拜 lǐbài 神 Shén 真主 Zhēnzhǔ 

会堂 huìtáng 礼拜堂 lǐbàitáng 神人 shénrén 圣人 shèngrén 

圣经 Shèngjīng 天经 Tiānjīng 神迹 shénjī 显迹 xiǎnjī 

基督 Jīdū 麦西哈 Màixīhā 祭物 jìwù 牺牲 xīshēng 

弥赛亚 Mísàiyǎ 麦西哈 Màixīhā 约翰 Yuēhàn 叶哈雅 Yèhāyǎ 

天使 tiānshǐ 天仙 tiānxiān 耶稣 Yēsū 尔撒 Ersǎ 

差 chāi 派 pài 马利亚 Mǎlìyà 麦尔彦 Màiěryàn 

死者 sǐ zhě 亡人 wángrén 亚伯拉罕 Yǎbólāhǎn 易卜拉欣 Yìbǔlāxīn 

律法 lǜ fǎ 诫律 jiè lǜ 大卫 Dàwèi 达伍德 Dáwǔdé 

感谢 gǎnxiè 知感 zhīgǎn 挪亚 Nuóyà 努哈 Nǔhā 

得救 dé jiù 得搭救 dé dājiù 摩西 Móxī 穆萨 Mùsà 

杀 shā 宰 zǎi 污鬼 wūguǐ 恶魔 èmó 

位份 wèifèn 品级 pǐnjí 所罗门 Suǒluōmén 素莱曼 Sùláimàn 

祈求 qíqiú  嘟啊 dū'a  创造 chuàngzào 造化 zàohuà 

基督徒 Jīdūtú 麦西哈的跟随者 Màixīhāde gēnsuí zhě 

 

This is only a partial list.  There are many more words, people names, and place 

names that you find in the Tianjing that are not the same as the ones you have 

learned in your church.  As you can tell, some of these word changes will take 

quite a lot of getting used to.  We know that it will not be easy, and it will not be 

comfortable for some time, especially using different names for God the Father 

and God the Son!  Just remember that it will go a long way in communicating love 

to your Muslim friends and neighbors, and will open up spiritual conversations 

about the people that these names represent.  Otherwise when you begin to 

speak about Yesu Jidu, they will quickly quit listening because they will think you 

are speaking of the character that they only know as a foreign substitute of the 

holy man they have been taught about. 

Learning words that will communicate your message clearly is important, but 

remember what we learn in 1 Corinthians 13: that even if you have the tongues of 

men and angels, that if you don't have love, it profits you nothing.  So the bottom 

line is that while we need to keep the need of contextualization in mind, even 

more important is that we need to understand and love the people, hold a high 

value of God's Word, and trust the Holy Spirit to guide us.  If we have love, even if 

we struggle to find the right balance in contextualizing, the message will 

eventually be communicated sooner or later.  And that communication is our 

ultimate goal.  As Paul says in Romans 15:21, "But as it is written, 'They who had 

no news of him shall see, and they who have not heard shall understand'."  One 

of the great privileges, and at the same time one of the great cautions to 

remember in pioneering ministry to Muslims, is that when you share the gospel 

with a neighbor, friend, or taxi driver, it might be the first time they have ever 

heard - and also, may be the last.  So make sure you communicate well, and that 

they understand the message! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Chapter 4 - Evangelism & Discipleship 

The Lord is doing amazing things all over the world, including among the Muslim 

peoples that most Christians consider so hard to reach with the gospel.  In the last 

couple of decades over 16,000 Berbers, 13,000 Kazakhs, 150,000 Muslims in 

South Asia, and at least 30,000 Iranians have come to faith.  In China, there are 

now several churches among the Uyghur and Hui peoples, and perhaps even 

several hundred Christians, where there were previously only a few.  But at the 

same time, the vast majority of Chinese Muslims have never heard the true 

message of Jesus and are trapped in a belief system that  prevents them from 

ever hearing it or giving it serious consideration.   

The Christian ministers working in the harvest are still in the evangelism stage of 

the work, and have been for many years.  This situation is both encouraging and 

depressing at the same time.  The Lord is at work, but because many workers 

have been without fruit for so many years, they feel like failures.  We must look 

now at the subject of evangelism among Muslims seriously, and in a way that 

both equips and encourages the ministers.  While this chapter will mostly concern 

evangelism, we must keep in mind that evangelism and discipleship are 

intertwined, both being parts of the salvation process for every person.  This 

seems especially true for a Muslim, because it is usually difficult for an Muslim 

background believer to pinpoint the exact time that he or she became a follower 

of Christ. 

General Thoughts on Evangelism to Muslims 

Keep Things Simple 

Most Chinese and most foreigners get very nervous and feel inadequate when 

ministering to Muslims, and especially when trying to share the gospel with them.  

It is wonderful that you feel burdened to educate yourself and receive training in 

how to minister better.  But you also need to keep in mind that you already know 

enough to be a witness to any Muslim.  If the Lord has moved in your heart and 

you know his forgiveness, his new life, and his love, then there are things true 

about you that can profoundly impact any Muslim.  If you have studied the 

Scriptures and are trying to be obedient to what the Lord commands of your life, 

then you know the Truth and have Living Water that you can share with Muslims. 

Christians and ministers place incredible pressure on themselves to have all of the 

right answers and to know all that there is to know.  This kind of thinking is a 

dangerous mixture of godly desire to help others, and a serious lack of faith in 

God's ability to use what we do know already to minister to others.  2 Timothy 1:7 

says that you have been given a spirit of power, love, and self-discipline.  Do you 

believe this?  The Great Commission promises that Jesus will be with you always - 

even to the very end.  Is this true, or not?  It is a difficult balance trying to accept 

the Lord's promises and truly believe that we are who He says we are in Christ, 

and at the same time minister not in our own strength, but his.   

One way to remind ourselves of the simple process of sharing the good news is to 

remember the simplicity of the farming process that we see in Mark 4.  There we 

see many parables comparing the farming process with evangelism and church 

planting.  In the parable of the sower found in verses 1 to 20 we find that four 

things are necessary to evangelize: sowers, the seed, soil, and the Spirit.  The 

sowers are us - the Lord's ministers.  The seed is the gospel of Christ.  The soil 

represents the people hearing the Good News, in our case this is our Muslim 

friends and neighbors, and the Spirit is the Holy Spirit of God.  You can study for 

yourselves some of the principles that this passage teaches us, but look at one 

thing in verses 26-29.  Our part of the process is to sow the seed on the ground, 

and then to harvest the crop when it is ready.  The entire growing process in 

between those two actions is the Lord's to work out, so don't worry about that! 

Another way to look at our part of the process is to keep in mind three activities: 

1. Share Christ the best way that we know how, and then help the new 

believer to grow in Christ and be a part of a church.   

2. Always be searching for those that might already know the Lord and need 

help in discipleship and joining the body of Christ.   

3. Finally, be constantly in prayer - for power and boldness, for the Lord to 

lead you to his people, and for the Lord to open the eyes of the blind.   



On a daily basis we can look at these four steps:   

1. Pray for opportunities at the beginning of each day 

2. Spend time with people or trying to meet people 

3. In conversations try to ask questions to get to know people that lead to 

real life heart matters 

4. Don't be surprised when God answers your prayers 

We can also keep things simple by focusing on one person or small group at a 

time.  It is not our job to evangelize everyone!  It is very discouraging to go to an 

area and see large numbers of unbelievers, or work in an area for a long time and 

see no one or just a very few come to faith.  The enemy plants seeds of 

discouragement in our minds - how will all of these people ever be reached?  But 

we should remember that we do not need to reach everyone by ourselves.  We 

can minister and evangelize some, and then trust the Holy Spirit to use the 

resulting believers as they begin to lead people to faith on their own.  In almost 

every example of the Lord moving mightily among Muslims peoples, it was always 

mainly as a result of the work of the Muslim background believers.  These cultural 

insiders will be able to help their own people more effectively than we ever could 

on our own. 

Keep in Mind Biblical Promises & Truths  

Romans 1:16 - "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for 

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek." 

Isaiah 55:10-11 - "As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not 

return to it without watering the earth and making it bud and flourish, so that it 

yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, so is my word that goes out 

from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what I desire 

and achieve the purpose for which I sent it." 

Revelation 7:9-10 - "After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one 

could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, 

standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with 

palm branches in their hands, and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs 

to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 

Matthew 28:20 - "And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

We know many other Scriptures as well that should encourage us as we minister 

in faithfulness and obedience to the Muslims of China.  Do we really believe these 

Scriptures?  Do we believe them and claim them in regards to Muslim work?  To 

have the right mindset, we must remember, "Do not be conformed to this world, 

but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 

what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect" (Romans 12:2). 

Principles of Biblical Evangelism 

Pray 

Pray on a worldwide and people group scale, as well as on an individual scale.  

Jesus wills that people of every tribe and tongue be represented around the 

throne.  The Father promised Jesus that if He asked, the nations would be 

given to Him as the inheritance He earned at the cross (Psalm 2:8).  

Furthermore, God‘s compassion for Islamic people is abundant.  God 

demonstrated the measure of His love for them at the cross (Romans 5:8).  

Throughout the Gospels, Jesus repeatedly demonstrated His compassion for 

the unreached peoples and His willingness to bestow God‘s love upon them 

(Matthew 15:22–28).  In other words, there is no shortage of power or 

willingness on God‘s part to save Muslims.   

An intercessor is someone who believes on behalf of another. They stand in 

the unbelieving gap between God and the object of His love and believe in 

God‘s power and willingness to save.  An intercessor is not just someone who 

prays for another, but someone who believes on behalf of another. Is it not 

time to believe Jesus‘ promise on behalf of the Muslim world and your Muslim 

friends? 

Proclaim an exclusive gospel .   



Salvation is found in no one other than Christ.  Jesus is the only way to the Father.  

The most important thing is to proclaim salvation in Jesus' name.  However, there 

might be some methods that are more receptive to Muslims than others.  We will 

look at some examples in a moment. 

Be intentional about sharing the gospel.    

It's easy to talk about spiritual things with a Muslim, but it is difficult to get from 

the pre-evangelism stage to the gospel.  What is pre-evangelism?  Pre-evangelism 

is the broad influencing of society, hoping to make people more receptive to the 

gospel in general, leading to a greater openness to Jesus.  This is the creation of a 

more positive impression about Christ which is done over time instead of the 

direct preaching of the gospel and its central components.  It is very easy to get 

stuck in this pre-evangelism stage when starting a relationship with a Muslim.  

We must speak the truth in love - the truth about their spiritual condition - and 

then call people to repentance.  Instead of doing pre-evangelism, just share the 

gospel early in your relationship and share it often.  Some will be challenged and 

respond quickly, while some might be offended.  Remember that sometimes you 

will be the one that is sowing, but other times you will be able to reap the harvest.  

Those that take offense right now, might be ones that other ministers will share 

with later, and at that time they might be ready to follow Jesus. 

Be Spirit led.  

Without the Holy Spirit: 

Missionaries would not be called by God (Acts 13:2) 

Missionaries would not be empowered for missions (Acts 1:8) 

Missionaries would not be guided to receptive people (Acts 8:29,16:6-7) 

Missionaries would not have divine boldness for witness (Acts 4:13,31) 

Missionaries would not have the wisdom of God to speak clearly (John 16:13, 1 

Corinthians 2:13) 

The conviction of sin, righteousness, and judgment would not happen (John 16:8) 

No one would be born again (John 3:5-8, 1 Corinthians 12:3) 

Churches would not be birthed (1 Thessalonians 1:5-6) 

Elders would not be appointed to oversee churches (Acts 20:28) 

Be bold.   

Bold and prophetic witness will be more effective than cautious, indirect 

approaches.  People need to be shaken from their complacency.  People need 

warning.  Remember we are sent out with the truth and with full authority as 

God's ambassadors.  In this regard, fear and boldness must coexist.  Boldness is 

not what people do when they are unafraid, but what they do when they face 

fear.  And boldness comes, in part, when we fear the appropriate person - when 

we seek to love, revere, and stand in awe of God rather than anyone who may 

oppose us.   

Paul was a human being just like us, and experienced the same things that we do, 

including fear.  That is why he asked for others to pray for his boldness and to 

pray that he might be fearless when he spoke to others about the gospel 

(Ephesians 6:19-20).  In the Scriptures we are encouraged, and even commanded 

not to be fearful (Matthew 10:28, Psalm 56:10-11, Psalm 27:1).  The boldness that 

Paul needed and demonstrated did not come from himself, but from God the 

Holy Spirit.  To witness effectively, we must also be thus filled.  In fact, the activity 

most frequently associated with the Spirit's filling is speaking with boldness (Acts 

2:4, 4:13, 4:29,31, 6:10, 13:8-10). 

Understand the importance of culture.   

Get prepared.  Know your people and have some tools.  This is one of the main 

purposes of this training manual.... 

Listen.   



Listening is a crucial skill that any friend of Muslims must develop.  The clearest 

pathway into a person‘s soul is the words that he speaks, for out of the 

abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.  In most evangelistic conversations, 

the minister's goal is the communication of what they believe to the hearer.  

However, a little listening can make our communication much more effective.  To 

listen to someone is to love them.‖ Simply listening will yield magnificent 

opportunities to apply the gospel to the heart of a Muslim.  It allows you to see 

where God is working in their heart. 

Be flexible in the context.   

Jesus did not interact with each person in the same way.  Each of us has different 

strengths and weaknesses and each of the people we are sharing with has had 

different experiences and life situations. 

Continually examine the discipling relationship .   

Don't stop developing relationships when you have just two or three close friends, 

especially if none of them have shown much spiritual interest.  Remember that 

the point is to make disciples, and that will require sharing with many, many 

people to find the Muslims that the Lord is drawing to himself.  However, once 

you do find people that are receptive to the gospel, pour your lives into them, just 

like Jesus did with his own disciples.  They may or may not be believers when you 

begin pouring your life into them, but the discipling process begins when you 

meet them, not just after their conversion.  We all, including our Muslim friends, 

are continually being shaped by the truth of God's Word, no matter where we are 

in our relationship and walk with God. 

Keys to effective discipleship: 

Don't fear failure.  God will use you as you are, and with what you know. 

Teach the Word.  Teach them to live life by the Word of God, and help them grow 

in their understanding and knowledge of Scripture.  Help them learn how to read 

and study the Bible for themselves. 

Stress obedience to the Word even more.  Life transformation is our goal.  Many 

more churches among Muslims have been destroyed by failing to obey Christ 

than by persecution. 

The relationship itself is just as important as the teaching content.  Spend time 

together in all kinds of situations.  Remember that it is just as important that they 

get to know you as for you to know them and teach them.  Allow them to see 

your struggles and your growth in Christ. 

Remind them that discipling is reproductive.  Tell them that the process includes 

them passing on their knowledge and growth to others. 

Persevere.  Discipling Muslims will require special perseverance.  There will be 

many times when the person you are discipling doesn't show up or disappoints 

you.  Remember that it is a long process. 

Disciple many different areas of life.  Help apply the truth of the Word to all 

aspects of their lives - walk with God, family, work, church, personal character, 

motivations, etc. 

Disciple them into community.  Your relationship with them is not a substitute for 

being involved in a church.  We disciple them into the community of the body of 

Christ. 

Develop and then use a contextualized investigative Bible study.    

The goal of each relationship you have with a Muslim should be getting them to 

study the Bible with you.  Sometimes your study might begin as a comparison 

study of the Quran and the Bible, but you should quickly switch to using the Bible 

alone.  The point throughout your study will be to trust the Word of God to lead 

the person into new life.  As you study with them you will want to use deep 

questions that will penetrate the heart and allow the Holy Spirit to convict them.  

The heart is changed when it recognizes the love and power of God revealed in 

the gospel and the lives of its followers.  The most effective way to get to these 

questions is in the systematic study of the Bible in a small group setting.  



Grow in the language.   

By language we are referring to the heart language of the people you are working 

with, even if it just slightly different than your own.   

Focus on Concrete Ideas.   

When presenting Christ to your friends, do it through storying, Bible study, etc., 

but whatever method you choose, you should focus on concrete ideas.  A big part 

of the gospel's power lies in the concreteness of its presentation of Jesus.  They 

are full of little details about Christ: his words, his activities, his attitudes, his 

responses to various situations and people.  Each detail has an impact.  Like the 

original disciples, the reader progressively gets to know Jesus.  Also like the 

disciples, the reader must wait for answers to every question.  But when the great 

theological affirmations about Christ finally come, your Muslim friend is better 

prepared to receive them.  If you go straight to a systematic doctrinal 

presentation of the plan of salvation and the person of Jesus, it could be a 

mistake.  Giving too much information all at once and packaged in an abstract 

form, could be way too much for a Muslim to absorb and could discourage them 

from listening.   

A few simple ideas communicated through the concrete images of Jesus' deeds, 

parables, and conversations will create a hunger and thirst to hear more.  For 

example, instead of saying that Jesus is Lord over all creation, you can just tell the 

story of when Jesus was in the boat during the storm on the lake. 

Rejoice that the results are in God's hands!   

We have so many promises in his Word that tell us that He will build his church 

among all peoples! 

Embrace the Trinity 

There obviously is much common ground between us as Muslims and Christians.  

We share the same beliefs about many of God's attributes.  For example, we both 

believe that God is sovereign, omniscient, omnipotent, merciful, just, holy, 

righteous, and benevolent.  We both believe that there is only one God.  

Therefore, we believe that both of us stand before God as Creator to creature, 

and we need to serve him as such.  We both also believe that all of mankind will 

give an account to God for our lives on the earth.  He will then judge all 

unrighteousness and punish the wicked.  This leads to a common question: how 

will anyone be reconciled with God and enter his presence?  Now we are talking 

about the work of salvation, and this is where we begin to differ from our Muslim 

friends.  However, we can see that this work is directly connected to the doctrine 

and person of God.  Our answer to this important question of reconciliation is 

different than theirs because we believe in the Trinity and they do not. 

Throughout the Bible, calling on the name of the Lord is equal to receiving his 

salvation.  We find this in many Scriptures: Genesis 12:8, 13:4, 21:33, 

Deuteronomy 28:10, Psalm 116:3,4,13, Psalm 145, Joel 2:31-32, Zephaniah 3:8-10, 

Zechariah 13:8-10, Acts 2:14-38, and 4:10-12.  But calling on the name does not 

just mean God the Father, and it does not just mean the name of Jesus.  The 

complete name of God that is most fully reflective of him is Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  To call upon the name of God is to call fully upon the Godhead, the blessed 

Trinity, one God in three persons. 

Why is this important?  Because apart from the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, there 

is no possibility of eternal salvation.  Each person has a role in our salvation: 

God the Father "Chose us in him (Christ) before the creation of the world to be 

holy and blameless in his sight.  In love he predestined us to be adopted as his 

sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - to the praise 

of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One He loves" Ephesians 

1:4-6.  Apart from the Father's election and predestination, there is no rescue of 

sinners. 

God the Son provides our "redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins" 

Ephesians 1:7.  Apart from the sinless sacrifice of the Son of God, God the Son, 

there would be no satisfactory atonement for sin (Romans 3:21-25).  And no way 

for sinful men to enter the presence of a holy, righteous, and just God (Heb 2:17-

18).  "Without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness" (Hebrews 9:22).  



The God-man Jesus Christ offers the only sacrifice without blemish that is able to 

purify us and satisfy the Father. 

God the Holy Spirit produces in the sinner the marvelous work of the new birth 

(John 3:3,5,8).  God the Holy Spirit becomes for the believer our seal and deposit 

guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God's 

possession - to the praise of his glory (Ephesians 1:14).  The Spirit of God 

preserves us until the day of our complete redemption, when we shall be ushered 

into the presence of God and be satisfied with seeing His face (Psalm 17:15). 

Our task depends on faithfully embracing the mystery of who God is - Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit.  If we do not have at least a simple understanding of this doctrine, 

accompanied by faith in his Word to be true exactly as we have been given it, our 

discussions with Muslims will be difficult. 

Now does this mean that the Trinity needs to be discussed first whenever you 

meet a new Muslim friend?  No, not at all.  It will be difficult for them to grasp, 

just as it is still difficult for many people that have been followers of Christ for 

years to grasp.  But we do not need to be fearful of the beautiful and mysterious 

truth of the Trinity that we find in Scripture either.  Just as Jesus did not 

continually go around telling all of his followers that He was God, we don't have 

to either.  We don't need to do this because as they study Jesus Christ in the Bible 

and as you lift him up to them through the stories and testimonies that you share, 

they will naturally begin to realize that He is God, just like Jesus' disciples and 

followers did! 

Three Evangelistic Approaches 

When you think about your Muslim friends, you must always realize that when it 

comes to spiritual matters, they are not neutral.  Many Han Chinese have no 

spiritual beliefs whatsoever, and therefore have a void in their hearts that is 

readily filled with the truth of the gospel.  Muslims, however, have no such void 

because they already have a foundation of Islamic thought.  For some of your 

friends it is just that - not much more than a foundation, but for others that have 

been well trained in the Quran, or have had unpleasant encounters with 

Christians in the past, it might be like a fortress.   

So this structure - whether it be just a foundation or a mighty fortress - must be 

dealt with in some way.  There are three options to consider when thinking about 

how you will approach this foundation of Islam.  Every evangelistic approach to 

Muslims will fit into one of these three categories.  Keep in mind however, that 

most Christians will use all three different types of approaches depending on the 

circumstances - even within the same relationship.  These approaches are 

summarized here simply so that you can remember that how you are relating 

with your Muslim friend currently (how you are approaching sharing your faith 

with them today) will carry consequences for your relationship and their faith in 

the future. 

Approach 1 - Knock it Down 

The first approach you can take is that you can try to tear down and destroy the 

foundation of Islam in their lives by using evidence and arguments to show 

Islam's weaknesses and the gospel's superiority.  We call this an apologetics or 

debate type of approach.  Obviously, this would need to be done in a friendly, 

respectful way, although it will probably always be at least a little painful to both 

you and the person to whom you are witnessing.  It requires a lot of study of both 

the Bible and the Quran and a good memory to remember how to shape the 

arguments.  While this approach is legitimate, it rarely works in actually seeing 

immediate fruit.  It is more of a way to plant seeds of doubt in the minds of 

Muslims that will germinate later on.  Almost all workers to Muslims will use this 

approach occasionally to answer questions and work with their friends.   

What is not in mind here is to constantly debate or argue about spiritual truths 

with Muslims.  For the purpose of sharing the gospel with our Muslim friends, we 

never need to spend time attacking the Quran, because we know that the mind 

follows the heart, not the heart the mind.  Thus, the decision to put faith in Christ 

is not one at which a Muslim will arrive by making a cold calculation of the facts.  

It is probably not a decision he will arrive at in the heat of a debate.  A decision of 



this magnitude is a soul decision, not just a mind one. Therefore, simply winning 

an impassioned debate with a Muslim will do little to convert him. 

You should know that this is the approach that your staunchly Muslim friends will 

use with you as they try to convert you to Islam, especially if they have been 

trained even a little in Muslim apologetics.  Depending on who you are building a 

relationship with, they might know nothing about the Quran and the Bible, or 

they might be well trained in both.  If they are well-trained, they will be trying to 

convert you even harder than you are trying to share with them.  When this 

happens, it is easy to start debating with them and natural to want to counter-

attack.  Remember that for most Muslims, their beliefs are a matter of faith and 

culture.  They are not often changed by arguments.  Also remember that your 

goal is much deeper than theirs: you are not just trying to convert them.  You 

want them to discover the faith, hope, and love that comes with having a 

relationship with God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

The minister that will serve well in this type of work is very rare, and needs to be 

gifted and confident in this approach.  Instead, for most of us our focus should be 

on helping our Muslim friends understand why they should humbly accept the 

Bible as revelation from God and then believe its message.  As they encounter the 

Spirit of Truth, they themselves will begin to see the folly in the Quran.  Where 

we will sometimes use this approach is when we are asked questions about our 

views of what they believe and the cultural practices affected by their belief in 

the Quran.  At that time we need to be ready to give them a biblical answer. 

Approach 2 - Build Upon it 

The second approach is to build upon the foundation of Islam, taking the better 

aspects found in Islam, such as Quranic verses that are in agreement with the 

Bible, to convince Muslims of the truth of Christ.  The Camel method is one 

example of this approach.  Again, almost all workers will use this approach at 

some point in their ministry relationships with Muslims.  But you will find that it is 

much more useful when used with Muslims that actually have studied the Quran 

and have been taught things that have caused spiritual barriers in their lives that 

keep them from hearing and accepting the gospel when it is presented plainly.  

Usually if a Muslim does not know the Quran or has not heard about Jesus before, 

using a bridging/build upon it approach is not necessary. 

When using this approach, you will need to be ready to answer the question 

asked of you whether you also believe the Quran and accept it as a holy book.  

You need to keep in mind the balance that we talked about previously in the 

chapter on contextualization.  The struggle for most people that mainly use this 

approach is determining when they have drifted over to a syncretistic approach 

instead of a well-contextualized one.  They will usually not know until much later 

on in the church planting process what kind of foundation was constructed by 

using the Quran in the beginning.  One study showed that 96% of the believers 

that were a result of extreme-contextualized approaches still believed the Quran 

to be the inspired Word of God, and that 45% did not believe that God is Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit.  The beginnings of this approach being taken too far can be 

seen when the Christian worker begins to endorse things about Islam that might 

not be in agreement with the Bible, or when they become deceptive in their use 

of the Quran. 

A good way to differentiate the positive aspects of this approach from the 

negative aspects is to instead of thinking about building on the Quran, think of 

bridging from it.  If we build upon the Quran as ministers or evangelists, then the 

foundation of the Muslim convert's belief will not be built on the holy Word of 

God.  However, if we use selected verses and passages from the Quran to bridge 

to a biblical presentation of Christ and salvation, then we have avoided 

establishing the Quran as an authority, but used it instead to identify true seekers.  

The foundation of the convert's new life in Christ is then built with the wonderful 

truth of Scripture found in the Old and New Testaments. 

Approach 3 - Go Around it  

The final approach assumes that the best way to get the central gospel story into 

the heart of a Muslim is to present it directly and positively, trying to avoid heavy 

interaction with Islamic teaching whether positive or negative.  This view says 

that drawing Muslims toward Jesus is the essential task of the missionary, 

rather than drawing them away from Islam.  Jesus is most clearly presented to 



the Muslim through His Word, the love of His church, and, when He chooses, 

His own miraculous intervention. 

Deciding to work around Islam and use a more direct gospel presentation 

approach is not the same thing as ignoring Islam altogether.  It is still important to 

know all you can about Islam and the culture of the Muslim peoples you are 

working with.  You must pay attention to their language.  Spiritual words that you 

both use might have tremendous differences in meaning.  Without realizing it, 

you may use offensive words that might be taken badly by the person with whom 

you are building a relationship.  You must also understand Islamic concepts, both 

those that are similar to your beliefs and the ones that are vastly different.  Some 

concepts will take time and experience to know how to engage them.  We have 

introduced some of these basic concepts to you already in chapter 2, but it is 

important to always remember that Muslims are still individual people.  Each one 

will be responsive to different aspects of what you share with them.  Some will 

struggle with their Islamic beliefs, while some will not.  You should also remember 

that people's beliefs and cultures can change from village to village.  Islam has 

many different variations, even within China. 

The key thing to remember in this approach is to keep the gospel always in focus.  

It is usually easy to speak about religious things with Muslims.  Many workers, 

both new and veteran, make the mistake that talking about religion is a sign you 

are making progress with your Muslim friend.  But this is not always the case.  It is 

very easy to spend time talking about side issues that are close to the gospel, but 

not really part of the life-giving message.  It takes great concentration and effort 

to stick to the essential parts of the gospel.  Some examples of this are speaking 

of the prophets that Islam and Christianity have in common or speaking of the 

reliability of the Bible.  Both of these conversations could be productive in the 

long-run, but neither are at the heart of the gospel story.  If this person you are 

talking with has never met a Christian or heard any gospel witness at all, perhaps 

it will be better to just lay a foundation of spiritual truth for you or others to 

follow up on.  But other times you will want to make sure that you get to the 

heart of the gospel - namely Jesus. 

Here are two general ways to use a more direct approach in sharing the gospel 

with your friend.  First you can start with Jesus from the beginning.  The heart of 

the good news lies in the person and activities of Jesus Christ.  Our ultimate goal 

of seeing mature disciples and churches planted depends on what our Muslim 

friends do with the truth of Jesus Christ.  Just as we see in the Scriptures with 

many disciples and others being drawn to Jesus among the Jews, many Muslims 

will come to faith simply because they encounter the Savior as well.  This is a 

good and legitimate approach.   

However, many workers want to first try to build a foundation of spiritual truth by 

starting with the Old Testament.  This takes advantage of common ground that 

our Muslim friends are familiar with, and stories and prophets that the Bible and 

Quran have in common, even if the details are different.  Also, the gospel will be 

firmly set in the context of monotheism, with a familiar nature and character of 

God established before going to the New Testament where a more full 

presentation of the Trinity will be encountered. 

Examples to Consider 

It will be helpful to have some examples of these three different types of 

evangelistic approaches that you can study as you prepare to work cross-

culturally with any Muslim.  For many workers it can become burdensome and 

overwhelming trying to remember a specific approach, or even to know when to 

use each different approach.  In these times remember to pray.  Whatever you do 

or share, do so in the Spirit.  He will give you the right things to say if you ask!  

Remember to treat others lovingly - consider them better than yourself.  Treat 

others with honor and respect.  But at the same time be bold in your 

proclamation of the gospel.  The most important thing is to JUST DO IT!  When it 

comes down to it, sharing anything (in love) is better than not sharing because 

you don't have the tool memorized or know exactly the right words to use.  The 

Lord will use us in our weakness because his grace is just as abundant for us as it 

is for those we are ministering to.  Pray and trust in the Holy Spirit! 

In this regards, this quotation has much  for us to remember: 



“I had been looking for successful tools: tools that had been worked on and 

developed, honed to perfection, tools ready for my use.  And all the while, God 

had been looking for tools: tools that had been worked on and developed and 

honed to perfection, tools ready for His use.  God’s tools were people.  He was 

more interested in the character of the evangelist than He was in the tools they 

were using….  And so at the beginning I must emphasize the need for each person 

who wants to have a successful ministry to Muslims to recognize that his own life 

is the premier tool that God is seeking to use.  When God has a life prepared, 

broken and cleared of a lot of personal rubbish, He can begin to use it.  If that 

person has steeped himself in the Word of God, and has prepared himself with 

basic, useful tools to tackle the job of evangelism and church planting, God will, in 

turn, find places in His kingdom where He can put that life to work for His honor 

and His glory.”  Roland Muller, Tools for Muslim Evangelism. 

Knock it Down - Answers to Muslim Objections 

Unless you are publicly debating a Muslim, you will probably not use the "Knock it 

Down" approach as a method by itself.  But it is helpful to know how to respond 

to some of the common objections with which your Muslim friend or neighbor 

will confront you. 

Belief in the Trinity is Blasphemous and Illogical  

There are three main ways that you can counter this objection: 

You can address the question of blasphemy and illogicality head-on by trying to 

use analogies and other explanations.  If you have truly embraced the Trinity, as 

was suggested earlier, you will better be able to make cogent points. 

You can also do like the early church fathers and demonstrate how each member 

of the Trinity is involved in accomplishing salvation.  This summary was covered 

under the Trinity section. 

Finally, you can follow the pattern of the Scriptures and let the doctrine of the 

Trinity unfold progressively during a chronological study of the Bible. 

Suggestions for Discussion: 

 Does the Muslim understand what Christians really say about the Trinity?  

 The biblical analogy of Jesus as the Word of God is a way by which we 

understand that Jesus was separate from the Father, yet fully God.  

 It should not be surprising that finite men find the nature of God baffling.  

 The Trinity was involved in the process of salvation, and each member 

contributes to reversing the effects of the Fall.  

 Could God become a man if He wanted to? What would that look like?  

 Always be looking for a chance to ask, "Would you like to study the Bible from 

beginning to end with me?" 

Belief that Jesus died for our sins in our place is blasphemous 

and illogical  

Remember that Muslims have an entirely different view of sin and redemption 

that we do as Christians.  In fact, there are many things that Muslims understand 

differently than we do as Christians.  In terms of salvation, we should remember 

the following when sharing the gospel: 

 Islam offers guidance, not salvation.  

 Muslims do not understand the Christian‘s conception of divine justice. 

 Muslims have difficulty understanding salvation as a promise.  

 Muslims have difficulty with the incarnation and crucifixion of any prophet.  

 Muslims feel distant from God.  

 Muslims feel the need for purification to stand before God.  

 Muslims seek an intercessor.  

 Muslims want to be God-centered  

Suggestions for Discussion: 

 The theme of sacrifice or "penal substitution" is an established part of 

prophetic tradition (Adam and Eve; the temple; Isaiah 53).  

 Penal substitution is the only way God could justly and mercifully deal with 

sin, thus preserving the honor of the name of God (Romans 3:25–26).  



 Penal substitution is required in order for God not to be a liar (Genesis 2:17).  

 Penal substitution is demonstrated in the stories of the prophets, such as 

with Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 15).  

Perhaps here is a good place to suggest an alternative way to approach 

proclaiming our need for salvation.  The theme of sacrifice is an accurate and 

necessary part of any gospel presentation. It is also the predominant picture 

of salvation that we find in both the Old and New Testaments, and ought to 

be a prevalent theme when you study the Bible with Muslims.  However, 

complementary perspectives on the atonement, an example of which is given 

here, could help in initial explanations of the gospel.  

Cleansing - The Gospel Gives Purification from Sin 

The outward defilement with which Muslims are consumed is only a symbol of 

what truly defiles, sin in the heart.  Jesus explained that what defiles a man is not 

something outside of him, but something that comes from within his heart 

(Matthew 15:18–20).  The gospel teaches that the blood of Jesus is able to 

cleanse us from all of the uncleanness that separates us from God.  The Muslim 

desire to be clean is seen in the requirement of washing before entering the 

mosque or praying.  The difficulty that Muslims have with the atonement thus 

might be overcome by demonstrating the hopelessness of attempting to become 

clean enough to stand in God‘s presence.  

 

 

Case Study 

A missionary asked his Islamic friend to explain why he washed as he did.  He 

explained it was to remove all the uncleanness with which he had come into 

contact throughout the day.  The Christian asked him what was the most 

unclean thing of all.  His first answer was pork.‖ He explained that contact 

with pork required a vigorous scrubbing.  He asked him if there was anything 

that might be filthier to God than pork.  After a while, he said maybe idolatry 

was the filthiest thing of all to God.  Then he asked where idolatry took place. 

He said, "The heart."  The worker asked, "So, you cleanse the body vigorously, 

but how do you cleanse your heart?"‖ He said, "We just repent of our sin, and 

that cleanses us.  The missionary objected, "You can‘t just repent of touching 

the pork, you must also wash.  How is repentance able to cleanse the heart of 

idolatry but not the hands of pork, seeing that idolatry is filthier than pork?"‖ 

He thought for a moment and then said, "That is a great question.  I don‘t 

know."  The worker continued, "Every time you talk to God you do so with a 

filthy heart.  It‘s as if your imam came over to eat at your house.  You had 

cleaned up everything in the house to honor his coming.  But when it came 

time to serve dinner, you brought out the head of the pig.  This is what you 

are doing when you pray."  The friend seemed to understand.  The missionary 

explained to him that Christians believe that the blood of Jesus is the 

cleansing for the soul.  Later on, through this understanding (as well as some 

other factors), he put his faith in Christ. 

*How did presenting man's need for salvation as a need for cleansing change 

the friend's reception of the Gospel message? 

*Is this presentation of the Gospel still faithful and complete? 

*What are other circumstances you might encounter where this kind of 

perspective on the atonement might also be more appropriate? 



Belief that the incarnation is not possible  

Suggestions for Discussion: 

 As with the Trinity, ask whether God could become a man if He wanted.  If so, 

what would that look like?  

 Realize that Muslims may find the incarnation easier to grasp in the context of 

studying through the Bible.  It may be wise to postpone the question and let 

Scripture reveal this truth in its own time and order.  

 Show how the works and claims of Jesus demonstrate that Jesus is obviously 

claiming to be God.  

Belief that the death of Jesus did not really happen  

Islamic scholars maintain that Jesus did not actually die, this is what most 

Muslims who have previously heard of Jesus have been taught.  They have 

different ideas as to how so many people mistakenly believed that Jesus died 

(some think Jesus was replaced mysteriously on the cross by Judas, or by a 

demon), but most agree that he didn't actually die on the cross.  

Suggestions for Discussion: 

 Remember that most Muslims deny Jesus‘ death on the cross because they 

do not understand the need for it. They also have a hard time not seeing this 

as a defeat and humiliation of God. Therefore, take time to establish the need 

for Christ‘s death.  Demonstrate also why Christ‘s death, in the context of 

resurrection, was an act of victory and power.  

 Demonstrate the implausibility of the Romans crucifying the wrong man, as 

well as the disciples and Mary mistaking the man on the cross for one they 

knew so intimately.  Point out that it is difficult to see how God would have 

allowed Jesus‘ faithful followers to make such a grave mistake in spreading 

the prophet‘s message.  

Belief that Moses predicted Muhammad as the last prophet 

Muslims insist that Moses‘ prediction in Deuteronomy 18:15–17 - that a prophet 

like Moses would arise to bring salvation to completion - refers to Muhammad. 

They argue that Muhammad was more like Moses than Jesus was.  Muhammad, 

like Moses, was married, set up a theocracy, and was a warrior - none of which 

Jesus did in His lifetime.  

Suggestions for Discussion: 

 The predicted prophet was to be from among the brethren of the Jews.  

 Jesus' life paralleled Moses' life, thus making him like Moses.‖  

 Muhammad‘s message is fundamentally different from that of the other 

Apostles. 

Belief that Muhammad brought together the messages of all the 

prophets  

Muslims often assert that every previous prophet revealed a special aspect of 

God's revelation, but Muhammad brought them all together in the Quran. 

Suggestions for Discussion: 

 Invite the Muslim to study the prophets with you.  

 The central message of the prophets concerned a kingdom, a Messiah, a 

temple with a sacrificial system, God as the Deliverer, and salvation by grace 

through faith.  The message pointed toward Jesus.  Muhammad departed 

from every tenet of this central message.  

 How were God's people to recognize a true prophet from a false one?  By the 

congruence of the new prophet's message with the previous prophets.  

Belief that the Bible has been changed 

In every conversation with a Muslim, the reliability and authority of the Bible will 

be in question. 

When they say that the Bible has contradictions, simply express confidence in the 

Word of God by asking them to show evidence of these supposed contradictions.  



Remember that differing interpretations of passages are not the same as 

contradictions.  Islamic clerics have many different interpretations of the Quran 

as well. 

When they say that the Bible has been changed, again you can ask for the 

evidence.  Stress that neither the Quran or the Hadith makes this accusation of 

the Bible.  If the Bible had been changed already, why did the Quran confirm it 

nearly 600 years later? 

Most of all we can demonstrate the uniqueness and trustworthiness of the Word 

of God by relying on it as we witness and testify.  The best defense is a good 

offense.  Muslims usually respect Christians more deeply when they are confident 

and knowledgeable about their own holy book.  Trust that the Bible is indeed the 

Word of God! 

Suggestions for Discussion: 

 React with the same incredulity that a Muslim would if you accused the 

Quran of being changed, pointing out the numerous promises God makes 

about the preservation of His word.  

 Point out that the Quran directs its readers to search the Bible for answers.  

 Point out that manuscripts of the Bible exist that pre-date Muhammad's life. 

These manuscripts demonstrate that the Bible we have today is the same as 

what was in circulation at the time of Muhammad.  If Muhammad's 

commands and Allah's promises about the holy books were valid then, they 

are valid now.  

 Invite the Muslim to read the Bible.  

Build Upon it - The Camel Method 

The latest version of the Camel Method was developed fairly recently by Muslim-

background believers, but the philosophy behind it has been in use for over a 

century.  The Camel Method's purpose is not to lead a Muslim to Christ from the 

Quran, but rather to elevate Jesus using the Quran, draw out the person of peace, 

and bridge to the New Testament.  By asking the Muslim a series of questions 

related to Surah 3:42−55, the CAMEL seeks to emphasize three main points: 1) 

Jesus is holy, 2) Jesus has power over death, and 3) Jesus knows and is the way to 

heaven.  There is a helpful acrostic for remembering the content of the method: 

C – Chosen (Mary was chosen by God for a special purpose.) 

A – Announced by Angels (Angels announced the birth of the Messiah to Mary.) 

M – Miracles (Jesus' power is revealed in his miracles.) 

EL – Eternal Life (Jesus knows the way and is the way to heaven.) 

Earlier some possible problems with using an approach such as the Camel were 

touched upon.  It is easy to talk about the Quran too positively and give it too 

much credence by building your evangelistic approach on its contents.  Another 

problem is that the Camel method has been accused of imposing a faulty 

hermeneutic on the Quran.  In other words, Christians are pulling verses out of 

the Quran and interpreting them in ways that no Muslim would agree with.  This 

is exactly what Christians don't want people to do with the Bible. 

We still present this approach as legitimate, though, because it's probably not 

possible or advisable to completely avoid the Quran when witnessing to Muslims.  

Therefore, it may be helpful to propose a few principles for referencing the Quran 

with Muslims.  First, the terminology of the Quran may provide points of contact 

for discussing truth with Muslims. The Quran mentions a number of the Old 

Testament prophets, uses familiar terminology for Jesus, and refers to the 

"before books."  The important issue here, however, is to avoid using these terms 

as theological starting points. In other words, missionaries must recognize the 

vast semantic differences between the biblical and Quranic terms and avoid 

unqualified use in conversation. 

Second, like Paul in Acts 17, any appeal to the Quran must be qualified.  Rather 

than simply introducing a statement with, "Well, the Quran says . . .," or 

"According to the Quran . . .," Christians should employ a qualifying phrase such 

as, "Your book states . . .," or "According to your own book. . . ." This provides a 

means of referencing the Quran while avoiding implication of authority. 



Third, Christians may affirm statements in the Quran that are consistent with 

biblical truth, but should do so on the basis of biblical authority and, where 

necessary, attempt to communicate biblical meaning.  If done sensitively, this 

may create opportunity for further discussion and an invitation to study the Bible. 

Example of a Simplified Camel Method 

Begin by saying, "The Quran says some very interesting things about Jesus.  Could                                                                                    

you read Surah Al-Imran 3:42-55 so that we could talk about it?"  You will ask 

your Muslim friend to break the passage up into three separate sections as he 

reads it.   

First, ask your Muslim friend to read Surah 3:42-47.  Then discuss with him or her 

what it says about Jesus.  The goal of reading and talking about this section is to 

establish that Jesus is holy.  In this section of the surah we find that Jesus is the 

Word of God, that He is the Messiah, that He is near to God, that He is righteous, 

and that He was born of a virgin. 

Questions to ask: 

 What does it mean that Jesus is the Word of God? 

 Jesus is called the Messiah.  What does that mean? 

 Jesus is called righteous.  Did Jesus ever sin? 

 Of all the prophets, only Jesus was born of a virgin.  Why was only Jesus born 

this way? 

 Do you know of any other prophet that came into existence without an 

earthly Father?  (Adam) 

 If Jesus was born without an earthly Father, can He inherit his father's sinful 

nature? 

 Transition question - Do you know of any other prophet as holy as Isa? 

Now ask your friend to read verses 48-54.  The goal of reading and discussing this 

section is to establish that Jesus has power over death.  In this section we will see 

that Jesus gave sight to the blind, healed lepers, and raised the dead to life again.  

We see that a person's duty to God is to obey Jesus, and to know what Jesus told 

us to do we must read the Injil.  

Questions to ask: 

 In verse 49 what do we see Jesus doing? 

 What is our greatest enemy?  (Death) 

 In verse 50 what does Jesus tell us to do? 

 In the Quran Jesus is mentioned many times, but it does not tell us what Jesus 

commanded us to do.  In the Injil we can read the commands of Isa.  The 

Quran says it is your duty to obey Jesus.  How can you obey him if you do not 

know what he told you to do? 

 Transition question - Do you know of any other prophet as powerful as Isa? 

Finally, ask your friend to read verse 55.  The point of discussing this verse is to 

show that Jesus knows the way to heaven and can show us the way.  We see in 

this verse that those who believe in Jesus are set above  those who disbelieve.  

And we also see that Jesus is in heaven and knows the way to get there.    

Questions to ask: 

 According to verse 55, where is Jesus right now? 

 Suppose I want to get from here to Beijing.  Who should I choose to help me?  

Should I choose someone who has never been there or someone who knows 

the way and lives there now? 

The Closing Question: “I want to go to heaven when I die.  You want to go to 

heaven when you die.  Jesus is in heaven and knows the way to heaven.  Out of all 

the prophets which one is best able to help us get to heaven?” (Jesus) 

At this point you will finish your presentation and begin to look to see whether 

the Lord has prepared a man or woman of peace among the people with whom 

you have been talking.  If so, you will want to study Jesus with them as found in 

the New Testament, and then lead them into a saving relationship with Christ. 

 



Go Around it - Prophets to Christ 

Previously, it was mentioned that there are two ways that you can attempt to go 

around addressing the Quran and directly go to a gospel presentation.  Some 

workers prefer to go directly to stories about Jesus, since our faith depends solely 

on belief and acceptance of him.  Other workers, however, wish to build a 

foundation of God's salvation that leads up to Jesus as they tell the stories of the 

Old Testament prophets.  Prophets to Christ is one example of a method that 

takes this approach.  This approach has been tried in many different countries 

around the world with good results.  Because there are many prophets in the Old 

Testament that are also recognized by Muslims from the Quran, this approach 

can use many stories or just a few.  The key is that each story is laying a 

foundation of God's character and love, and at the same time slowly introducing 

Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. 

Adam 

God created the heavens and the earth and everything in it.  He also created the 

first man in His own image.  His name was Adam.  From Adam, God created the 

first woman - Eve.  Because God loved them, He wanted them to enjoy everything 

He created.  So He gave Adam and Eve a beautiful garden to live in.  But He also 

gave them an important command.  They must not eat from the tree in the center 

of the garden. 

One day Satan went to the garden to tempt Eve.  Eve did not obey God’s 

command and ate the fruit.  Then she gave the fruit to Adam and he also ate it. 

Before this, Adam and Eve and God all had a perfect relationship.  Because of 

God’s perfection and righteousness, when they ate the fruit their wonderful 

relationship with God was broken.  God looked for them in the garden.  Adam and 

Eve realized they weren’t wearing any clothes and so they felt very ashamed.  

They were afraid for God to know what they had done, so they hid.  God looked 

for them and asked them, “Why are you hiding?”  God asked them if they had 

eaten the fruit from the forbidden tree.  Adam said, “Eve told me to eat it.”  Eve 

said, “Satan told me to eat it.”  Neither of them was willing to admit what they 

had done. 

Because of God’s grace, He forgave Adam and Eve’s sin and provided a chance to 

restore the relationship with Him that they had once had.  God also killed a 

spotless animal for them and used the skins to cover their nakedness.  This was 

the first Korban (sacrifice) in history. 

Adam and Eve were sinners, so they were in need of a sacrifice to give to God.  Do 

you know why?  Because the Bible says that the punishment for sin is death.  We 

are the same as Adam and Eve.  We also are sinners, and we also need a sacrifice.  

This is why God gave us his son, Jesus.  He is our sacrifice.  Jesus lived a perfect 

life, committed no sin, performed many miracles, and in the end offered himself 

as a sacrifice by dying on the cross to forgive all of our sin.  If you believe in Jesus 

today as your Lord and Savior, his death will cleanse you of all of your sin as well.  

Right now you can pray to God in the name of Jesus to ask that your sins be 

forgiven and then your relationship with God will be restored.  Then God will be 

your way and He will give you eternal life. 

Noah 

Adam and Eve disobeyed God’s command, so sin entered the human race.  The 

perfect relationship between God and man had been broken.  At the time of the 

prophet Noah, the world was full of people who were not repentant of their sin, 

and not willing to believe in God.  God decided to send a flood to destroy 

everything that He had created.  Only Noah loved God and was willing to obey His 

commands.  Even though Noah was still a sinner, God decided to save him.  God 

told Noah to build an ark.  When the flood comes, Noah would take his family and 

the animals into the ark and they would have a way to escape it.  In faith, Noah 

began to build the ark.  The wicked people of the earth saw Noah building this 

enormous boat and they laughed and ridiculed him.   

Then, just like God said, the floods came.  Except for Noah and his family, all of 

the people of the earth were destroyed.  When the floods had passed, Noah and 

his family came out of the ark.  The first thing they did was offer a sacrifice to God.  



God is furious over our sin and He will not allow it to go unpunished.  But He is 

also willing to save anyone who follows Him.   

Are you willing to admit that you are a sinner deserving of God’s judgment?  The 

Bible teaches that the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 

through Jesus.  The Bible also teaches that God loves us because Jesus died for us 

while we were still sinners.  If you confess Jesus is Lord and believe that God 

raised him from the dead you will be saved.  Do you believe that Jesus rose from 

the dead and is Lord of all?  Are you willing to accept Jesus right now and his 

eternal life? 

Abraham 

Many years after the prophet Noah came the prophet Abraham.  Although 

Abraham was a sinner like us, he was also a man of great faith.  He wanted to 

obey God in all things.  God told Abraham to leave his homeland and go to a land 

that God would show him.  God promised Abraham that his descendants would 

be as numerous as the stars of the sky and the sand of the seashore, and that 

they would be a blessing to all the people of the earth. 

Abraham and his wife grew to be very old and wondered if they would ever have 

children.  They began to doubt God’s promise to them.  But God, being full of 

grace, promised Abraham that he would have a son.  When Abraham and his wife 

heard this, they both laughed because they were so old!  But God really did bless 

them with a son, and Abraham loved this son very much.  

Many years later, God decided to test Abraham’s faithfulness.  God told him to 

take his son and offer him as a sacrifice to God.  So Abraham and his son went to 

the top of a mountain to offer a sacrifice to God.  On the way his son asked him, 

“Where is the sacrifice?”  Abraham told his son that God would provide it.  On the 

mountain, Abraham prepared to offer the sacrifice.  But just as he was about to 

kill his son, God told him to stop.  God saw Abraham’s obedience and prepared a 

lamb for Abraham to sacrifice in place of his son. 

Abraham almost lost his son, but he believed that God is true to His word.  God 

would provide all that he needed.  Because of Abraham’s great faith, he was 

willing to be obedient even in sacrificing his own son.  God provided an 

alternative sacrifice to take the place of Abraham’s punishment for his sin. 

Every day you and I sin against God by the things that we do and think.  Because 

of this we are separated from God and nothing we can do can make things right 

between us.  Thank God that He loves us so much, though.  He did something for 

us!  God sent his son, Jesus, to the earth.  Jesus lived a perfect life, performed 

many miracles, and taught many wonderful things.  However, evil men crucified 

Jesus on a cross.  When Jesus died on the cross, he took our punishment upon 

himself, so that God might forgive us of our sins.  Three days later, Jesus rose 

from the dead, proving that He is indeed God’s son.  The only path to heaven is 

through Jesus. 

Pray with me right now if you want to receive Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  God, 

I have sinned against you, but I believe you sent Jesus to die for my sins.  God, I 

believe you raised him from the dead and that He is your one and only son.  God 

forgive me of all my sin, give me eternal life and may your Holy Spirit live in me 

today and forever more.  In the name of Jesus I pray, Amen. 

Moses 

Many years after Abraham, his descendants were becoming more and more 

numerous.  They were known as the Israelites.  Pharaoh decided to kill all of the 

newborn baby boys.  But Pharaoh’s daughter saved one of them and raised him 

as her own.  His name was Moses. 

Moses is the man that God prepared for the special task of delivering his people 

out of slavery in Egypt.  God told Moses to go to Pharaoh and tell him to let the 

Israelites go.  At first, Moses was not willing, but God gave Moses the faith to go 

and he went.  Pharaoh never agreed to let the people go, so God sent many 

plagues on Egypt.  Even after nine plagues, Pharaoh still didn’t agree to let them 

go. 

The last plague was the most terrible.  The firstborn son of every Egyptian family 

would all die.  God told Moses to tell the Israelites that each family must sacrifice 

a lamb, take the blood of that lamb and spread it on the door of their home.  If 



they did this, God would pass over that house and no one in that family would die.  

The people obeyed God’s words and did as He said, so they were saved from this 

plague.  But that night, the firstborn son of every Egyptian family died. 

After this, Moses led the Israelites out of Egypt to worship God.  Then God gave 

them His Holy Book called the Torah.  In the Torah, there were 10 

Commandments.  These Commandments explained how men could become 

God’s holy people including how to live and how to offer sacrifices.  God told 

them that if someone doesn’t obey His law, even if it’s just the smallest part, that 

person is a sinner.  In order for God to accept their worship, the Israelites must 

take a perfect animal and offer it as a sacrifice.  Just like the lamb that was 

sacrificed for each Israelite family during the last plague.  If anyone refuses God’s 

law and chooses to pay for his own sins, he will be condemned. 

In the same way as the lamb in the story, the Bible says that Jesus is the Lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world.  He died on the cross to pay the penalty 

for our sins.  If we believe in Him, then his blood covers us, and all of our sins are 

forgiven so that we can be children of God and go to heaven when we die.  If we 

do not believe in Jesus, then his blood does not cover us, and we will die in our 

sins and be in hell when we die.  Do you believe in Jesus and want to follow him?  

If so, pray with me, and thank Jesus that he died for your sins, and ask him to be 

your Lord and Savior today. 

David 

The Prophet David was one of the Kings of Israel.  When he was young, he was 

just a shepherd boy. He was not the oldest son in his family or the most 

handsome, nor was he the strongest.  No one thought that one day he would 

become a great king.  Men look on the outside, but looks at a person’s heart.  God 

said that David was a man after His own heart.  God loved David and David had 

great faith in God.  

Once, the Israelites were at war with their enemy.  The enemy’s army had a giant 

named Goliath who was very arrogant.  He didn’t like the Israelites.  None of the 

Israelite soldiers were brave enough to fight him.  At that time, David wasn’t even 

in the army and he was still very young, but in faith he believed that God would 

help him fight against Goliath.  David only took with him the tools that he used as 

a shepherd - small stones and a slingshot.  Goliath made fun of David because of 

his size, but David killed Goliath with just one stone. 

Even though David was a great, he was not able to completely follow God’s law.  

He committed some terrible sins, including adultery and murder.  Just like the 

prophets in the past - Noah, Abraham, Moses... David was also not perfect.  But 

one good thing about David was that he was willing to admit when he was wrong, 

and he was willing to repent of his sin and ask for God’s forgiveness.  From 

David’s life we can know that a person can love and seek after God and receive 

His forgiveness no matter what they have done or how bad it was.  God not only 

forgave him, but also blessed David with a promise to make his kingdom great, 

and one day another king - the greatest king - would be born into his family.  

Many years later, there really was a great king born into David’s family - Jesus.  

Just as David had faith in God and followed him with all of his heart, we must also 

have faith in Jesus so that we will be saved.  We cannot be saved on the basis of 

what we do, but only by God’s grace through faith.  Most people appear to live 

righteously – they don’t commit any terrible sins.  Sometimes they even might 

pray to God.  But just as God was able to know David’s heart, he also knows our 

hearts as well.  Even if everyone else thinks we are a good person, we know that 

we can never live up to God’s holy and perfect standard.  The only way to fix this 

problem is by accepting God’s wonderful gift of mercy that He gave us in Jesus.  

Jesus was the perfect sacrifice that allows our relationship to be restored with 

God.  All we must do is repent of our sins and believe in him! 

Jesus 

We have already told the stories about the prophets Adam, Noah, Abraham, 

Moses and David.  They were all men of God, but none of them were perfect.  

There was no way that they could follow God’s law perfectly.  The Bible says, “All 

have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”  But God Himself prepared a holy, 

pure, and perfect Savior.  He is the reason that God can forgive our sins.  This 

Savior is Jesus.  



Jesus was born of God’s Spirit.  He was God’s son.  He had God’s wisdom and 

grace.  Everything that he did was pleasing to God.  While Jesus was on earth, he 

healed the sick, raised the dead, caused the blind to see and the lame to walk - he 

even calmed the storm.  But most importantly, he healed our our spiritual 

problems, allowing us to really know God.  These things all show us that Jesus is 

not a normal prophet.  He is God’s son. 

The Bible says Jesus is the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the 

Father but through him.  The religious leaders of that time didn’t understand 

what Jesus said or did.  They thought that Jesus blasphemed God, so they 

crucified him on a cross.  Jesus was willing to become this sacrifice because he 

knew that this was God’s plan.  Three days later, Jesus rose again.  This proved 

that he was God’s son.  God had given him special authority.  Because of God’s 

grace and compassion, He himself prepared a perfect atonement for our sin - 

Jesus.  Through Jesus’ sacrifice, God is able to completely forgive our sin.  All of us 

can receive God’s salvation if we are willing to believe in Jesus. 

I believe that you and I are the same in that we both are willing to listen to God’s 

words and we both are seeking after him.  We know that from what we studied 

today that if we rely on our own ways and behavior we cannot be saved.  God 

prepared for us a great sacrifice so that we can turn towards him.  Do you 

remember what this perfect sacrifice is?  Yes, Jesus Messiah.  He is the bridge 

between us and God.  We know that Jesus and God have a special spiritual 

relationship.  How can we describe this?  Yes, as a Father and Son relationship.  So 

we can say that Jesus is God’s Son, but remember that this is not at all a physical 

son, but spiritual.  In order to save us from our sins Jesus died on the cross.  And 

on the third day he was resurrected from the dead.  So, do you feel that Jesus’ 

holy blood can wash away your sin?  We can find the answer for this in the Bible.  

The Bible says that Jesus’ blood can surely wash away our sin, and only Jesus is 

the sacrifice that is able to save us.  God loves all people and hopes that all will be 

saved to together enjoy his glory.  So He has freely given us the way of salvation.  

We do not have to do anything, we only need to receive the grace that God has 

given us, then we can have eternal life.  So are you willing to accept God’s grace 

and follow him with all your heart? 

Chapter 5 - Fruitful Practices 

We have looked at many things in terms of ideology, contextualization, methods, 

and preparation in regards to Muslim evangelism and church planting.  This 

material has been covered with the goal of equipping you to be ministers of the 

gospel to the Muslims of China.  The material presented is hopefully completely 

faithful to the instructions and attitudes that we find in Scripture, and if you 

discover that it is not, you should obviously be obedient to the Word of God. 

Now we will turn briefly to look at what the Lord is doing throughout the world 

and discover some of the ways that He is at work bringing Muslims to faith in 

Jesus Christ, as well as how He is building his church among them. 

3 Main Reasons Muslims Come to Faith 

Several different surveys have been taken of Muslims who converted to 

Christianity.  The results of these surveys show three predominant reasons 

Muslims choose to follow Christ. 

1. The Love of God.  In the Quran, God's love is conditional, and most of the 

time it is difficult to find.  But the love of God found in the Bible was 

especially eye-opening for many Muslims.  These converts were moved by the 

love expressed through the life and teachings of Jesus. The next step for 

many Muslims was to become part of a fellowship of loving Christians.   

 

Additionally, former Muslims cited the love that Christians exhibited in their 

relationships with non-Christians and their treatment of women as equals as 

having a significant role in their coming to faith.  We know that this kind of 

love is commanded of us as believers and is only possible because the Lord 

first loved us.   

 

2. Miraculous Intervention.  This category includes many different kinds of 

experiences of God's supernatural work, including healings, dreams and 

visions, and any other manifestations of signs and wonders. 



We must be prepared to acknowledge the validity of these kinds of miracles 

or dreams.  However, while acknowledging their validity, dreams, visions, or 

other signs and wonders should not become the focus of our ministry, and we 

should not depend on them as a part of our strategy.  Signs and wonders 

should follow the preaching of the gospel, not replace it.  As the gospel is 

preached, God‘s intervention and validation may follow.  When it does, use it 

to adorn the gospel.  Of course, since the Spirit must enable a person to 

understand and perceive the truth of the gospel before they can believe (1 

Corinthians 12:3, 2:14–16), whenever you preach the gospel you are 

depending on divine intervention no less miraculous than a dream. 

Additionally, we must make prayer the foundation of our ministry to Muslims.  

God has always distinguished His people from followers of false gods by 

answering their prayers.  Moses told the children of Israel that it was 

answered prayer, not brilliant knowledge or superior might, that would prove 

to the surrounding nations that they were truly God‘s people:  "For what 

great nation is there that has God so near to it, as the LORD our God is to us, 

for whatever reason we may call upon Him?" (Deuteronomy 4:7).  When 

Elijah sought to demonstrate that Jehovah was the only true God, He offered 

this proof:  "You call on the name of your gods, and I will call on the name of 

the LORD, and the God who answers… He is God"‖ (1 Kings 18:24).  When 

Jesus wanted to demonstrate to His disciples how to do ministry, He chose 

the impossible task of feeding the 5,000.  This test‖(John 6:6) taught the 

disciples that true ministry happens when man lifts his eyes up to what only 

God can do.   

Miraculously answered prayer has been a sign to unreached peoples of the 

truth of the gospel throughout all of redemptive history.  God is sworn and 

determined to show that He alone is powerful above all other gods (Psalm 

96:4–5)!  How God does this with Muslims may be unique, but if we are Jesus' 

disciples we must depend on supernatural help in our witness.  Another 

benefit of prayer is that Muslims are intrigued by the closeness to God 

Christians express as we pray.  Thus, praying for them and with them and in 

front of them is powerful. 

3. The Truth of God's Word.  Muslims frequently cite exposure to the Bible as 

the cause of their conversion.  There is no substitute for getting a Muslim to 

read and study the Bible on his own, for two reasons.  First, most Muslims are 

intrigued by the stories in the Bible.  They are familiar with the names of 

many of the main characters, but the stories they have heard of them are 

incomplete.  While they may be closed to Christian doctrine, they are often 

open to the stories of the Bible.  The second reason there is no substitute for 

getting a Muslim to read the Bible on his own is that God speaks most 

powerfully through His divine revelation. 

That is why the Word is indispensable in bringing Muslims to Christ.  It is the 

channel through which the life-giving power of Jesus flows.  Regardless of 

how a Muslim comes to faith, Jesus is always somehow central.  In contrast, 

very few convert because they reject Islam.  Therefore, use any way possible 

to get the Muslim to read the Bible.  If you can use the Quran to bridge to 

Scripture then do so.  Become a master at retelling the stories of the prophets 

in a way that points the hearers to Christ.  Unleashing the Bible is far more 

important than defending it. 

Fruitful Practices List 

Another way for you to learn about ministry to Muslims is by learning from the 

experiences and knowledge of others that are seeing fruit in their ministry.  In 

fact, it is our responsibility and privilege to be good stewards of the experiences 

that these faithful men and women have made available to the worldwide 

missionary community.  Following is a list of 68 fruitful practices that is a result of 

study done over several years among workers to Muslims worldwide.  These 

practices refer to activities that promote the emergence, health, and 

multiplication of churches in a Muslim context.  The list is as found in the book, 

Where There Was No Church.  These practices are called fruitful instead of "best" 

because they have been found to produce life, growth, and reproduction.  They 

have value beyond being worthy and commendable. 



Ministry always involves God's part and man's part.  We, as ministers of the 

gospel, cannot change the heart of people - that is God's part.  But we can share 

the gospel and demonstrate Christ's love.  That is our part.  Looking at what field 

workers are experiencing as fruitful practices can give us more clarity as we try to 

do our part to invite Muslims to follow Jesus.   

In looking at and approaching this list there are several things to keep in mind.  

The list is descriptive, and not proscriptive.  It is not a set of formulas to follow.  

You should always apply your own knowledge of local conditions and culture as 

you adapt these practices to work in your own context.  Also, the list is not 

exhaustive, although much time and thought has been put into it. 

Fruitful Practices - Relating to Society 

1. Fruitful workers communicate respect by behaving in culturally appropriate 

ways. 

2. Fruitful workers address tangible needs in their community as an expression 

of the gospel. 

3. Fruitful workers relate to people in ways that respect gender roles in the local 

culture. 

4. Fruitful workers mobilize extensive, intentional, and focused prayer. 

5. Fruitful workers pursue language proficiency. 

6. Fruitful workers take advantage of pre-field and on-field research to shape 

their ministry. 

7. Fruitful workers build positive relationships with local leaders. 

Fruitful Practices - Relating to Seekers 

1. Fruitful workers are bold in witness. 

2. Fruitful workers pray for God's supernatural intervention as a sign that 

confirms the gospel. 

3. Fruitful workers pray for the needs of their friends in their presence. 

4. Fruitful workers share the gospel through existing social networks. 

5. Fruitful workers begin discipling seekers as part of the process of coming to 

faith. 

6. Fruitful workers encourage seekers to share what God is doing in their lives. 

Fruitful Practices - Relating to Believers 

1. Fruitful workers are intentional in their discipling. 

2. Fruitful workers disciple in locally appropriate and reproducible ways. 

3. Fruitful workers disciple others in settings that fit the situation. 

4. Fruitful workers help seekers and believers find appropriate ways to identify 

themselves to their community as followers of Jesus, without imposing their 

own preferences. 

5. Fruitful workers help believers find ways to remain within their social network. 

6. Fruitful workers encourage believers to develop healthy relationships with 

others believers. 

7. Fruitful workers model following Jesus in intentional relationships with 

believers. 

8. Fruitful workers encourage believers to follow the Holy Spirit's leading in 

applying the Bible to their context. 

9. Fruitful workers encourage believers to share their faith. 

10. Fruitful workers prepare believers to explain why they believe. 

11. Fruitful workers model service to others and teach believers to serve others 

as well. 

12. Fruitful workers use various approaches in discipling. 

13. Fruitful workers encourage baptism by other believers with a Muslim 

background. 

14. Fruitful workers deal with sin in biblical ways that are culturally appropriate. 

Fruitful Practices - Relating to Leaders 

1. Fruitful workers acknowledge emerging leaders early in the process of 

building a community of faith. 

2. Fruitful workers mentor leaders who in turn mentor others. 

3. Fruitful workers encourage leadership based on godly character. 

4. Fruitful workers are intentional about leadership development. 

5. Fruitful workers use the Bible as the primary source for leadership 

development. 



6. Fruitful workers prefer to develop leaders locally. 

Fruitful Practices - Relating to God 

1. Fruitful workers practice an intimate walk with God. 

2. Fruitful workers engage in regular, frequent prayer. 

3. Fruitful workers persevere through difficulty and suffering. 

Fruitful Practices - Communication Methods 

1. Fruitful workers use culturally appropriate Bible passages to communicate 

God's message. 

2. Fruitful workers communicate the gospel using the heart language, except in 

situations where it is not appropriate. 

3. Fruitful workers use a variety of approaches in sharing the gospel. 

4. Fruitful workers share the gospel using tools or methods that can be locally 

reproduced. 

5. Fruitful workers sow broadly. 

6. Fruitful workers use Bible study as a means of sharing the gospel. 

7. Fruitful workers share the gospel in ways that fit the learning preferences of 

their audience. 

8. Fruitful workers use the Quran as a bridge to sharing the biblical gospel. 

Fruitful Practices - Teams 

1. Fruitful teams are united by a common vision. 

2. Fruitful teams build one another up in love. 

3. Fruitful teams have effective leadership. 

4. Fruitful teams employ the various gifts of their members to serve the task. 

5. Fruitful teams adapt their methods based on reflective evaluation and new 

information. 

6. Fruitful teams have at least one person with high language proficiency in the 

heart language. 

7. Fruitful teams engage in corporate prayer and fasting. 

8. Fruitful teams expect every team member to be involved in sharing the 

gospel. 

9. Fruitful teams value their female members as essential partners in ministry, 

facilitating their active involvement. 

Fruitful Practices - Churches 

1. Fruitful churches use the Bible as the central source for life, growth, and 

mission. 

2. Fruitful churches worship using indigenous forms of expression. 

3. Fruitful churches practice baptism. 

4. Fruitful churches value networking together. 

5. Fruitful churches are committed to one another as extended family, 

practicing the biblical "one another" commands. 

6. Fruitful churches redeem traditional festivals and ceremonies. 

7. Fruitful churches share meals and practice hospitality. 

8. Fruitful churches share the Lord's Supper in culturally appropriate ways. 

9. Fruitful churches seek to bless their wider community. 

10. Fruitful churches involve women in culturally appropriate forms of ministry. 

11. Fruitful churches involve their children in worship and ministry. 

12. Fruitful churches equip their members to share their faith in effective and 

culturally appropriate ways. 

13. Fruitful churches govern themselves. 

14. Fruitful churches have local accountability structures for the use of funds. 

15. Fruitful churches generally meet in homes or other informal settings.  



Chapter 6 - Ministry Considerations 

Humility & Sacrifice 

"If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and 

follow me.  For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 

life for me will find it."  Matthew 16:24-25 

"In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be 

persecuted."  2 Timothy 3:12 

"For it has been granted to you on behalf of Christ not only to believe on him, but 

also to suffer for him."  Philippians 1:29 

"But if you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is commendable before God.  

To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, 

that you should follow in his steps."  1 Peter 2:20-21 

As witnesses and ministers of the gospel, we must expect to suffer on behalf of 

Jesus' name. 

As important as it is to be knowledgeable and prepared in terms of understanding 

the Chinese Muslim culture, how to evangelize Muslims, and your own Christian 

theology, there is no preparation or tool that could replace the sacrifice that will 

be required to complete the spread of the gospel across the earth, especially 

when it comes to Muslims.  Jesus said that the kingdom would come among the 

nations through the death of His messengers.  In John 12 He said that we are like 

seeds that must die in order to produce a harvest.  A seed‘s death is not an 

occasional byproduct of the process of producing a living plant, but the means of 

it.  Christ's wounds were not the unfortunate side-effects of his efforts to save us, 

but the means of our salvation!  In like manner, the wounds of this generation of 

Christians will be the means by which God saves the Muslim world.  It is our 

suffering and death which will produce life in Muslims! 

It is important to address suffering when it comes to evangelism, because 

knowing the Bible's teaching on suffering can prepare us to rejoice when it comes 

rather than be surprised.  It can also help us to shun the convenience and carnal 

pleasure that otherwise could dominate our lives.  Knowing the Bible's teaching 

on suffering helps us not be afraid of Muslims when we share the gospel.  

Embracing humility and a spirit of sacrifice also will help us prepare Muslim 

converts to endure suffering (2 Timothy 3:12).  We would be negligent and naive 

if we did not expect this and prepare them.  Finally, having a right theology of 

suffering will bring us more intimate fellowship with Christ. 

What could humility and sacrifice look like as you minister to the Muslims of 

China?  This is not something that any training manual can you prepare you for.  It 

will be different for every minister and different in every situation.  What might 

be very costly for you, may or may not be considered suffering by others.  But 

know that it should come if we are faithful witnesses, and it will be costly.  If the 

Bible assures us that suffering is certain, but we don't know what it will look like, 

how do we prepare for it and endure it when it comes? 

By remembering Jesus.   

Hebrews 4:15, 1 Peter 2:22-23.  Jesus is our pattern and our example in suffering. 

By remembering God's promises.   

Hebrews 10:32-34.  God has promised several things to those who suffer: 

 Our hardship will result in righteousness and holiness.  Hebrews 12:7-11. 

 He will be with us during trials.  Isaiah 43:1-2,5. 

 He will deliver us.  He promises he will limit our suffering to what we are 

able to bear.  2 Corinthians 1:9-10, 1 Corinthians 10:13. 

 Also He adds all of the promises of the gospel: forgiveness of sin, 

reconciliation and peace with God, eternal life, resurrection, grace, and 

hope. 

By remembering your reward.   



Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.  Matthew 5:10, Romans 8:17-18, 1 Peter 4:13. 

Persecution 

“Everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.” 2 

Timothy 3:12 

“No servant is greater than his master.  If they persecuted me, they will persecute 

you also.” John 15:20 

When a Muslim comes to faith in Jesus Christ, it is usually very upsetting to their 

family and the rest of the Muslim community.  Their family and community  will 

attempt to restore the offender to Islam, and also to prevent others from turning 

to Jesus - resorting to many kinds of persecution: physical, economic, and social.  

When a Muslim turns to follow Jesus, there eventually will come a point where 

they will suffer persecution.  As the verses in 2 Timothy and John state, this 

should be the normal state of every true believer.  To deny this truth is to deny 

Scripture. 

One young Hui man came to faith in Christ while he was in college in a city 

removed from his family.  When he told his family that he became a Christian, his 

father became very angry and disowned him.  Their relationship was completely 

severed.  His mother told him not to tell his uncle, for fear that his uncle would 

try to kill him.  He was no longer allowed to talk to his younger sister even by 

telephone, and his father would check the younger sister's phone periodically to 

make sure no calls had come in.  This young believer faced complete separation 

from his family.  Remaining a strong Christian, this young believer has been 

excluded from the Hui community, and has adapted to a Han Chinese lifestyle.  

For some Hui believers, this might have to be the norm, although it is sad that he 

won't be able to influence his family and village for Christ. 

A Chinese missionary began having success in sharing the gospel among a Muslim 

people group, and had the beginnings of a small church made up of people from a 

Muslim background.   One of those that he thought was a new convert to Jesus 

betrayed him.  This younger man invited the Han Chinese missionary to meet with 

him, and when the missionary arrived, a crowd of Muslims was there to stone 

him.  He was able to escape, but a week later another one of the converts in the 

new church was murdered. 

Mariam grew up in a predominantly Muslim village in Southwest China.  While in 

college, she met some Christians, studied the Bible for the first time, and became 

a follower of Jesus after several years.  Several Christian foreigners that were 

excited about Mariam's faith made the mistake of telling other Hui students at 

the school that Mariam was a follower of Jesus.  These students contacted her 

family.  Mariam's father sent a letter asking her to come back home to the village.  

Mariam decided to go back to the village in order to share the gospel with her 

family.  She prayed together with her closest Christian friends in tears, because 

she knew she might never see them again.  When she arrived home, her family 

took away her Bible, and kept her under close watch for the next six months.  

Eventually, her family brought her back to attend the school.  When Mariam's 

friends asked what had happened, she shared, “They watched my behavior, we 

studied the Quran and Bible together, and they decided I was alright and they 

brought me back.  I respected my father and showed love to my family, and I 

prayed the whole time I was with them.” 

Back in the village, other Muslims asked Mariam's parents if they had persuaded 

her to live a Muslim life.  Mariam's parents said, “No, but we think she is fine.”  

These village people then spoke to their Imam, and the village sent three young 

Hui men to bring her back.  On Christmas Day, a car pulled up next to Mariam.  

The men grabbed her off the street, put her in the car, and drove her back to the 

village.  They made her wear the gaitou and locked her in the mosque.  After 

living for numerous months in the mosque, she finally escaped and came back to 

the city.  She changed her appearance.  Her friends said, “You need to get out of 

the city.  They probably have announced it in all the mosques and people will be 

looking for you.”  On Easter Day, she was kidnapped again, and this time taken far 

away out of the province.  She was threatened with being sold to a gang unless 

she agreed to marry a Muslim.  Keeping an eye on her, they sent her to find a job 

in a nearby factory.  While she was being interviewed at the factory, she noticed a 



Bible on the desk.  When the boss came in, she discovered he was a Christian, and 

he said, “Don't be afraid.  God sent you to us.  We have many Bible studies in our 

factory and we will help you.”  The Lord protected Mariam through these 

struggles and was with her.  Mariam eventually married a Christian, so that she 

would not be forced to marry a Muslim.  When her village found out that she had 

not married a Muslim, they came to her with a document that they asked her to 

sign to agree never to preach to her village or her family about Jesus.   Under 

pressure and fear that not signing would lead to harm for those she loved, she 

signed the document.  Mariam struggled with guilt over signing the document, 

and prayed that God would send others to her village, even though she knew that 

her village would blame her if any Christians came to share the gospel.  Mariam 

had been told that the Hui community would be watching her closely, and if she 

knew what was good for her and her family, she would submit. 

When a Hui, Uyghur, Salar, Dongxiang, Tartar, Bonan, or other person from a 

Muslim people group comes to faith, they not only receive pressure like in the 

above examples from the community around them, but also there are often 

struggles within themselves.  They question if they are betraying their people and 

their ethnicity.  They are changing a fundamental part of their own identity, and 

this can cause great inner turmoil.  Unmarried believers may struggle with 

wondering about who they will marry, as their family will reject anyone from 

outside their ethnicity.  The decision to follow Jesus and to continue on his path is 

a daily decision and a daily struggle.   

Christians coming from an environment with less pressure and persecution, must 

be careful in hastily giving advice or in condemning young Muslim followers of 

Jesus for their decisions and actions when under this pressure.  Remember Jesus' 

forgiveness and encouragement of Peter!  It was easy for Peter to say “I'll follow 

you to death” but it was difficult for him to actually do so.  Jesus did not condemn 

Peter, but loved him and encouraged him, and Peter continued on in great 

boldness. 

"Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you  and 

reject your name as evil,  because of the Son of Man.”  Luke 6:22. 

Ministry to Muslim Women 

Ministering to Muslim women is both challenging and rewarding.  Muslim women 

are sometimes the forgotten group because they often live in their own little 

world.  They spend time with family, go to the market and sometimes attend 

Arabic classes at the mosque.  Life for most Muslim women revolves around their 

husband, their children, their in-laws, and other relatives.  When ministering to 

Muslim women, it is important to realize that family is uppermost in their minds.  

Some women may love their families so much that they do not want to risk family 

relationships by coming to Christ.  Other women may be afraid of their families’ 

response and fear persecution if they believe in Christ.  Recognizing a Muslim 

woman’s ties to her family and reaching out accordingly can be a challenge, but 

the rewards are great.  

Mrs. Ma was 13 when she was married to her husband.  She admits that she 

hardly knew what was happening when she was married, but all the girls in her 

village married early.  She had her first child when she was 15 years old.  This 

makes her a lot younger than most Han Chinese women with children.  When 

ministering to Muslim women it is important to remember that some women 

were very young when they were married.  They may not know any other life 

aside from being married to their husbands.  Some of them have not had an 

education and have never worked outside the home.  They may be afraid of new 

things because they have not experienced much outside of their extended family.   

It is important for the Christian worker to realize a Muslim woman’s ties to family 

and try to connect with more than one woman in a family.   When a woman has 

not had much experience outside her village or family, getting to know more than 

one woman in a family helps to establish a solid relationship.  Muslim women are 

not as afraid of getting to know “outsiders” if they are together.  Other family 

members are not as worried about the women befriending “outsiders” if more 

than one Muslim woman is present at a gathering.  This gives the Christian worker 

an opportunity to share the gospel with more than one woman.  If the women 

become believers, they instantly have another Muslim woman to share the 

journey of discipleship.   



Fatima gave birth to 4 girls.  Her husband wanted to keep trying for a boy.  Even 

more than for Han Chinese, giving birth to a son is extremely important for most 

Muslims.  Some Muslims will divorce their wife if the wife does not give birth to a 

son.  Fatima was very tired.  She told her Christian friend that she thought that 

girls and boys were both blessings from God, but she knew her husband wanted a 

son.  Finally, in her fifth pregnancy, she gave birth to a son.  She glowed with 

pride when she told how excited her husband and in-laws were over the new 

baby boy.  Although Fatima believed that girls and boys should both be worthy in 

God's sight, she is a product of her tradition and is thankful that she finally 

produced a son.  Recognizing, and not dismissing, a Muslim woman’s culture is an 

important aspect in reaching Muslim women.  In addition to the general Muslim 

culture, a Muslim woman also has her own “female” culture that includes 

marriage, children, and relationships to other women.  A Christian worker could 

encourage Fatima in her desire to please her husband, while also sharing with her 

the Biblical truth about God’s love for all people equally, men and women, girls 

and boys.   

 When Fatima shared with her Christian friend about her son, she talked about his 

Arabic name and the meaning of the name.  Most Muslims have Arabic names.  In 

the villages, many children do not even have Chinese names until they start 

school.  For them, their Arabic name is the important name.  The Christian worker 

can use these names to lead into sharing the gospel.  Because these names 

parallel some of the Old Testament prophets, these names can often lead into an 

opportunity to share a Bible story that points to the truth of Jesus Christ.  

Learning about the Muslim woman’s sub-culture is a great way to start a bridge 

into their lives.   

Crisis situations are a God-given opportunity to minister to Muslim women.  

Often in a crisis Muslim women have no one other than family in which to confide.  

If a woman is having thoughts that are not acceptable to voice to her family, then 

she relishes the opportunity to talk with someone who will allow her to express 

what is on her mind.   

Mrs. Han’s family thought that she should get an abortion.  She had given birth to 

two daughters and when she found out that she was pregnant with another 

daughter, her family thought that abortion was the answer.  She did not want to 

get an abortion, but felt pressure to go along with her family’s decision.  As she 

was waiting to find out her family’s final decision, she confided in a Christian 

friend that she knew that the baby growing inside her was already a human being.  

She wanted to keep her baby, but felt there was no option except to obey her in-

laws' decision.  Her Christian friend was able to care for Mrs. Han by listening to 

all the things she felt she couldn’t say to her family.  The friend was able to offer 

Biblical wisdom, and at the end of the conversation with Mrs. Han, the Christian 

friend was able to pray for the situation and pray for the baby.  Thankfully, in Mrs. 

Han’s case her husband decided against getting an abortion.   

Sophia married very young.  She quickly gave birth to a son, but after a while, her 

husband wanted to divorce her and marry a younger woman.  All Sophia’s 

husband had to do was say, “I divorce you,” and Sophia had no choice but to 

leave her son and return to her hometown.  Sophia’s son is now 18, but the hurt 

over having to unwillingly leave her son at a young age is still with Sophia.  She is 

bitter that her husband divorced her so easily and she is sad that she did not get 

to see her son grow up.  Because she does not have much education, Sophia had 

to get a job in a small shop.  She works long hours to support herself.  It is difficult 

to find time to meet with her because she is always at work.  There are many 

Muslim women in the same situation as Sophia.  Her husband cast her aside and 

she has to find work to support herself.  These women are often seeking 

friendship.  They are longing to be important to someone.  The gospel message 

rings true to these women because they are searching for love and acceptance, 

but it takes creativity on the part of the Christian worker to figure out when these 

women can meet to study the Bible and learn more about Jesus.   

Most of the examples above are about reaching Muslim women with the gospel, 

but there are a small minority of female Muslim believers that need discipleship 

and guidance.  Most of the female Muslim background believers come to faith 

while studying at university.  They have had opportunities that most of their 

mothers never dreamed of having.  These women grow and are discipled while at 

university, but once they graduate there is pressure to get married.  The women 

want to marry believers, but their families usually have another Muslim chosen as 



their future spouse.  There are not many male Muslim background believers so it 

is often impossible to marry both a Christian and someone from the same 

ethnicity.  These women try and seek advice from other Christians and the 

Christians need to be very discerning in their answers.  Most of these women do 

not want to spend the rest of their life single.  People who are single are often 

outcasts, and this is even more true in Muslim society.  Christian workers who 

work with single females need to think through the difficult question of who they 

will marry and how they might live out married life if their families insist that they 

marry Muslim men.   

Muslim women need to hear the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Because of their 

sheltered lives, they are often some of the last to hear about salvation, but their 

hearts, just like the hearts of unbelievers everywhere, are crying out to know the 

truth.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Conclusion 

Reading this book has not made you an expert on Islam.  You are just beginning 

your journey.  But your learning will increase as you begin praying for and sharing 

the gospel with your Muslim neighbors.  Hopefully, you have gained some new 

ideas about things you can do and say to be more effective.  Is there one perfect 

method for starting a church among Muslims?  No.  We can't give you that.  But 

we hope that the knowledge you have gained will help make you a better tool in 

the hands of God as he uses you to proclaim the name of his son Jesus to the 

Muslim peoples of Asia. 

In the introduction to this book, we mentioned the Hui of Henan.  This is a people 

group being neglected by millions of Christians surrounding them.  Are you willing 

to stand up and change this?  While Muslims far away need the gospel and the 

love of God, some of the least reached people groups in the world are the 

Muslims that are your neighbors, the Muslims of China.  Reaching them will still 

require reaching out across cultures and adapting your lives and words to give 

them the bread of life, the living water, the Word of God - Jesus the Messiah.  Will 

you step out in obedience and give your life in service to proclaim salvation 

among them? 
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