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PREFACE

The material in this manual has been prepared from a perspective which represents
the traditional mainstream of Christian theology and practice and is therefore

•  conservative          •  evangelical          •  Bible-centered

This course manual is an integral part of a unified, self-contained curriculum of basic
courses which is designed to provide a local pastor or church leader anywhere in the world
with the basic knowledge and skills which are necessary to effectively carry out their
biblical responsibilities. The material included is essentially “generic” in nature and can be
used in almost any culture. Since the issue of “contextualization” or “culturalization”
primarily relates to communication, not to content, the instructor or teacher will
necessarily supply culturally relevant illustrations and examples where appropriate to
more effectively communicate the basic content.

These course manuals, along with The NIV Study Bible (New International English
Version, Fully Revised Edition, Zondervan Publishing House, ©2002), constitute the
teaching materials used in the Bible Training Centre for Pastors and Church Leaders.
This approach is designed to meet the challenge of practically, adequately and
effectively equipping pastors and leaders who have had little, if any, formal training at the
Bible college or seminary level.

These course manuals are not to be used as a “self-study guide” or to be taught by
unqualified teachers or instructors. Each course is planned for a minimum of 40 hours of
classroom instruction and 30 hours of additional time for review, assignments and
assimilation of the content and skills presented. Some courses may require 60 or more
hours of class time.  The courses range in length from about 100 pages to 300 pages
depending on the subject. When the training is completed these course manuals will
constitute an ongoing “working resource/research library” for the pastor or church
leader. They will also provide an extensive source of biblical material from which the
pastor can teach and preach for years.

The underlying biblical premise for this approach can be found in the scriptural
admonition for the pastor or leader to make disciples by preaching and teaching the word
of God (1 Ti. 4:2; 2 Ti. 2:2; Mt. 28:18-20), knowing that the Bible is the required
curriculum content.

All scripture is God-breathed [inspired] and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting, training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work (2 Ti. 3:16-17).

The goal of this curriculum material is to equip leaders so that they will be able as
pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of service, so the body of Christ
may be built up (Eph. 4:11-12), to the glory of God and the advancement of His purposes
on earth.

Course Distinctions

Bible Training Centre for Pastors (BTCP) is the full course of study of all ten
manuals, which are designed for men who are called as pastors, lay pastors, elders,
evangelists or deacons. The BTCP 10 course curriculum includes Course 4P,
Preaching Biblical Messages and Pastoral Ministry.

Bible Training for Church Leaders (BTCL) is eight of the ten courses selected as
the core curriculum for training all other church leaders including women to be
equipped for service. BTCL includes Course 4L, Communicating Biblical Messages
in place of Preaching Biblical Messages and Pastoral Ministry which is specifically
for BTCP applications. The remaining two courses (8. Teaching Principles and
Methods and 9. Church History Survey) can be taught as electives in the BTCL
application for church leaders.
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  BIBLE TRAINING
           CENTRE FOR PASTORS

   BTCP Curriculum

 Courses                                         hours      Courses hours
1. Bible Study Meth./Interpret. 40 6. Personal Spiritual Life 40
2. Old Testament Survey 60 7. Church Ministry/Admin./Educ. 40
3. New Testament Survey  60 8. Teaching Princp./Methods 40

4P. Preaching Biblical Messages 60   9. Church History 60
and Pastoral Ministry   10. Missions/Evang./Discp. 60

5. Bible Doctrine Survey 60 Total 520

                                           BIBLE TRAINING
                                            FOR CHURCH LEADERS

  BTCL General Curriculum                            BTCL Electives

Courses   hours Courses     hours
1. Bible Study Meth./Interpret. 40 8. Teaching Princp./Methods 40
2. Old Testament Survey     60 9. Church History 60
3. New Testament Survey     60 Total 100

 4L. Commun. Biblical Messages 40
5. Bible Doctrine Survey     60 Would take about 6 months to complete
6. Personal Spiritual Life    40  @ 4 hours per week with breaks.

  7. Church Ministry/Admin./Educ.40
     10. Missions/Evang./Discp.  60

Total 400

   * Would take about 2 years to complete
          @ 4 hours per week with breaks.

NOTES:
1. The NIV Study Bible must be used as the Bible text when the students

speak English.
2. Courses 1–6 must be taken in order in both BTCP and BTCL.
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TEACHING  APPROACH

In order to effectively cover the scheduled material in each class session and not
get “bogged down” in the detail or “side-tracked”, the teacher should generally
heed the following suggestions:

In the class period:

• introduce the lesson content.

• ask “leading or loaded” questions.

• emphasize and explain important concepts.

• focus on and use selected key scriptures.

• highlight significant portions of the material.

• stimulate the student’s interest.

• orient the student’s thinking in a particular direction.

• answer questions briefly and directly and refer others to the Q & A
time later.

• don’t try to cover and read the manual material in detail or “word for
word” – the students will read and study it completely later.

• create a context or frame of reference into which the details and
sections can be placed.

• refer to and review previously covered truths and principles and
preview others.

• summarize and restate key ideas, etc.

• integrate and refer to material in other course manuals.

• use a combination of lecture, discussion-dialog and question-answer.

• use “exploratory” questions to test the effectiveness of the teaching
learning process.

• evaluate the progress by pages or sections covered on a daily basis
and consult with other teachers where available.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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COURSE  10

MISSIONS   EVANGELISM  DISCIPLESHIP

Syllabus

Course Description:

This three-part course is designed to ground pastors and church leaders in the
basic biblical principles of missions, evangelism, and discipleship so that the
church can accomplish its God-given task of bringing lost people to Christ and
building them up in Christ.

Course Goals:

1. To teach pastors and church leaders that missions is the main ministry of
the church.

2. To instruct pastors and church leaders in the biblical basis, principles, and
practice of missions.

3. To assist pastors and church leaders in developing a missions mind-set and
ministry in the church.

4. To dispel and deal with common myths, misconceptions, and hindrances to
missions.

5. To convince pastors and church leaders that the church is God’s channel for
witnessing to Christ in the world.

6. To show that evangelism is the first requirement in fulfilling the Great
Commission.

7. To train pastors and church leaders in the content and communication of the
true Gospel and to point out false “gospels”.

8. To enable pastors and church leaders to build an evangelistic mind-set and
ministry in the church.

9. To provide basic knowledge in how to defend the Christian faith against
common challenges, world religions, cults, and the occult.

10. To equip pastors and church leaders to answer contemporary moral and
ethical issues from the Bible.

11. To demonstrate that discipleship is the second requirement in fulfilling the
Great Commission.

12. To train pastors and church leaders in the biblical principles and practices of
discipleship in order to reach the goal of maturity in Christ and making more
disciples.

*Evangelism and discipleship are what the church does in missions.*

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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Course Resources:

(1) This manual
(2) The Fully Revised Edition of The NIV Study Bible (English version, ©2002),

Zondervan Publishing House

Course Requirements:

1. Classroom activity.  Be prepared to take notes in this manual on class
lectures and discussions, and to participate in those discussions.

2. Daily assignments. Carefully read and review the material covered in class
that day including reading all Bible references and completing any
assignments. Make sure you understand the content, concepts and
application of that material (about 4-10 pages per class). When assignments
are completed, the student may work on his reading of The NIV Study Bible
set forth below.

3. Classroom attendance.  Attendance in class is required. Excessive absences
may result in dismissal from the class. Any missed classes must be made up
by listening to the audio tape (where available) and completing any
assignments. To receive a BTCP or BTCL certificate, attendance of 75% is
required.

4. Evaluation.  In order to take additional courses at the Bible Training Centre,
you must demonstrate to the instructor satisfactory understanding of the
content and ability to practice the skills being taught. Please ask the
instructor to answer any questions or clarify any confusion you may have.
The instructor will review the completed assignments in your course manual,
evaluate your class participation, practical ministry involvement and
interview you regularly to insure that learning is occurring.

5. Additional requirements.
a. Prior to the last class session, you must hand in a one-page statement

describing the truth, principle, concept or biblical person that has
impacted you the most in this course.

b. During the breaks between terms, you are required to complete the
following reading schedule:

• Re-read and review carefully the manual for this course.
• Read the following section of your NIV Study Bible:

By start of Course 3 Genesis -1 Kings
By start of Course 5 2 Kings- Song of Solomon
By start of Course 7 Isaiah - Malachi
By end  of Course 10 Matthew - Revelation

*Read 25 pages per day (only the Scripture, not the Study Notes, etc.).

• Turn in a written statement that you have completed these
requirements.
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Course Schedule

Session # Date Page #s Topic

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

   etc.

Note:  The instructor may want to fill out this schedule and advise the students
of the material intended to be covered each class (about 5-10 pages depending on
the course). The instructor may also want to start with Practical Hints for using The
NIV Study Bible in the Appendix.

Suggested  Schedule

Almost total freedom is given to design a
schedule which fits the needs of the
students. Here are some common tracks all
of which allow completion in
3 years maximum.

Full Daytime Track

A full daytime program consists of
3 or 4 hours of class per day Monday-
Friday, providing 15 to 20 hours of
class time each week. Using six-week
terms with four two-week breaks in
between would allow completion in
about 10 months (3 hours per day) or
8 months (4 hours per day.)

Modular Track

A one week modular program of 6
hours per day (30 hours per week)
would take 18 weeks to complete.
One modular week per month would
require one and one-half years to
complete.

Night or Weekend Track

A weekend or night track of 4 hours
per week would take about two and
one-half years to complete while 6
hours per week would take about one
and one-half years.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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   Teaching Instructions

      The teaching philosophy behind this course is that of practical equipping—
the assimilation of basic, useful knowledge and skills. The assignments are
designed to personally involve the students in practicing the principles being
taught. The review sections seek to make sure the students have grasped and
can state the essential truths. The teacher will want to combine lecture, question-
answer and discussion to insure good interaction and evaluate the learning
process. The teacher should supply culturally relevant illustrations and ex-
amples.
       Except as otherwise permitted, the material is designed to be taught without
the use of tests, exams, research papers or textbooks other than The NIV Study
Bible.
      A set of overhead transparencies can be provided for the teacher’s use.
Working on or reviewing the assignments in class using the overhead will foster
good class participation and mutual learning.
      The course manuals are designed to encourage continual use of the main
text—The NIV Study Bible. The principal Bible references in the manuals should
be read in class and used as the point of emphasis.

SUGGESTIONS  FOR  TEACHING COURSE 10
MISSIONS  • EVANGELISM  • DISCIPLESHIP

Pages:   286                       Hours required:  60                  Class sessions:  30
Pace and schedule:  About 9-1/2 pages per 2 hour class session, adjusted for
natural divisions in the material.  Another approach is to divide the course into 3
units with a specified number of sessions allocated to each.  For example:

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
61 pages 190 pages 33 pages
6 sessions 20 sessions 4 sessions

Hints and approach
• This course is a great way to conclude the BTCP/BTCL General Curriculum.

In a positive way it is a survey of what the church should be doing as its
primary focus - fulfilling the Great Commission and glorifying God.

• All 3 sections contain a great deal of Scripture references and significant
class time will need to be spent in the text.

• The material is well designed for good discussion and interaction.  But not
everyone will agree with all the conclusions and statements.

• The section on Evangelism will generate all kinds of lively discussion - e.g.
on false gospels, world religions, cults, common objections, contemporary
issues, etc.  Be sensitive and tolerant but don’t compromise the truth.

• On controversial, debatable issues emphasize the process, not the specific
conclusion.

• Use the course to motivate students to make personal application and
practical implementation in their churches.

• The questions and assignments are designed to cause the students to think
carefully and biblically and to motivate them to obedience.
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Course Outline

Missions     Evangelism     Discipleship

I. Missions – the Church as God’s agent for sending out the (p.20-61)
Gospel

A. Introduction – What is missions? p.20

B. Biblical basis for missions p.21

1. God’s commitment to missions p.22

In Genesis
In the Law
In Israel’s history
In the Kings
In the Psalms
In the Prophets
In the Gospels
In Acts
In the Epistles
In Revelation
In Christ

2. God’s commands for missions p.24

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John
Acts

C. Brief overview of history of missions p.26

1. Acts – the New Testament period 33–70 A.D. p.26

2. Major historical periods of missions activity p.30

– 33–70 A.D.

– 70–100 A.D.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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– 100–500 A.D.

– 500–800 A.D.

– 800–1200 A.D.

– 1200–1800 A.D.

– 1800–1946 A.D.

– 1946–present

3. Status of missions in the world today p.33

D. 15 Reasons the Church has failed in missions p.34

E. Basic principles of biblical missions p.35

1. Concepts of biblical missions p.35

a. Foundational concepts

– means
– message
– method

b. Functional concepts

2. Assumptions of biblical missions p.37

3. Church planting p.39

a. Description of church planting

– People-groups

b. Dynamics of church planting

c. Decisive strategies of church planting

4. Cultural considerations p.44

a. What is culture?

b. 25 Key cross-cultural concepts

5. Characteristics of an effective missionary p.52
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F. Building a missions mind-set and ministry in the local church p.53

1. Building a missions mind-set

2. Building a missions ministry

G. Common misconceptions and myths about missions p.57

H. Obstacles to world missions p.60

1. Philosophical hindrances

a. Humanism
b. Hedonism
c. Materialism

2. Religious hindrances

a. Universalism
b. Ecumenicalism
c. Syncretism
d. Polytheism
e. Pantheism/new age/eastern mysticism
f. Liberalism

3. Political hindrances

a. Communism
b. Naturalism
c. Liberation theology

II. Evangelism – the Church as God’s channel for witnessing (p.62-251)
for Jesus Christ

A. Introduction p.62

1. Definitions of key terms

B. Biblical basis of evangelism p.63

1. Character of God (Love of God)
2. Condition of man (Lostness of man)
3. Covenant plan of God (Promise of God)
4. Command of Christ (Obedience to God)

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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C. Basic content of the Gospel message p.65

1. The True Gospel p.65

a. Real message of the Gospel of salvation

b. Requirements for salvation

c. Reminders about salvation and evangelism

2. False “gospels” p.74

a. False “gospels” don’t match up with Scripture

b. 7 Specific kinds of false gospels

c. 18 Other examples of false gospels

D. Building an evangelistic mind-set and ministry in the local
church    p.81

1. Building an evangelistic mind-set p.81

a. Priority of evangelism

b. Pre-suppositions of biblical evangelism

c. Practical implementation

2. Building an evangelistic ministry p.85

a. Key concepts

b. Different methods of evangelism p.85

– Cautions about methods

1. Personal testimony
2. Confrontational evangelism
3. Public evangelism crusades and meetings
4. Local church or associational crusades
5. Lifestyle or friendship evangelism
6. Other methods
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c. Different ways of presenting the Gospel p.96

1. Using a tract
2. Using Scripture only
3. Using audio or video cassette tapes
4. Using questions
5. Other methods of presentation

d. Different kinds of evangelism training p.112

1. Developing a personal testimony
2. Evangelism Explosion
3. Special seminars
4. Lifestyle evangelism training
5. Child evangelism training
6. Ongoing outreach evangelism

• Developing basic evangelistic follow-up
• Defeating typical excuses for not witnessing
• Results of failing to witness
• Rewards of witnessing

E. Defending the Christian faith p.121

1. The uniqueness of Christianity

2. Hints for effective apologetics

a. Answering 15 common challenges to Christianity p.124

1. I don’t believe in God.
2. I don’t believe in sin.
3. My good outweighs my bad.
4. Aren’t there many ways to heaven?
5. I don’t believe in miracles.
6. How can a loving God allow suffering and evil?
7. How can a good God send people to hell?
8. Heaven and hell are not real.
9. What about those who have never heard?
10. God will save the elect anyway.
11. I’ll get a second chance after death.
12. Everybody will be saved in the end.
13. All Christians are hypocrites.
14. Isn’t believing too easy?
15. You can lose your salvation anyway.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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b. Responding to major world religions p.134

• Introduction and focus
• Judaism
• Roman Catholicism
• Islam
• Hinduism
• Buddhism
• Animism and primitive religions

c. Confronting the main cults p.167

• Introduction and emphasis
– Definition of cults
– Common characteristics of cults

• Mormonism
• Hints for witnessing to cults
• Jehovah’s Witnesses
• Moonies (The Unification Church)
• World Wide Church of God (Armstrongism)
• Christian Science
• Hare Krishna
• Summary of cults

d. Dealing with the occult p.194

• Definition
• Common list of occult practices
• Description of specific occult practices

1. Satanism (devil worship)
2. Spiritism (necromancy)
3. Witchcraft (sorcery, magic arts)
4. Astrology and horoscopes
5. Divination/soothsaying (fortune-telling/palm

reading)
6. Superstition
7. Ghosts

• Summary and suggestions

17



e. Addressing contemporary moral and ethical issues p.206

• Introduction and guidelines

1. Abortion
2. AIDS
3. Alcoholic beverages
4. Birth control
5. Capital punishment
6. Civil disobedience
7. Drugs
8. Environmental abuse
9. Euthanasia
10. Homosexuality
11. Liberation theology
12. New Age movement
13. Polygamy
14. Racial prejudice
15. Rock music
16. “Social” gospel
17. War

• Summary on contemporary issues

III. Discipleship – the Church as God’s instrument for establishing,
multiplying and building up believers in the faith (p.252-284)

A. Introduction and purpose p.252

B. Biblical principles of discipleship p.252

1. The command to make disciples
2. The concept of discipleship
3. The characteristics of discipleship
4. The conditions of discipleship
5. The call and aim of discipleship

C. Biblical practice of discipleship p.256

1. Building a discipleship mind-set in the local church p.256

2. Building a discipleship ministry in the local church p.258

a. Methods of discipleship training

– One on one
– Small groups
– Large groups

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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– Other methods of discipleship
– Requirements for leaders
– Curriculum of discipleship training

3. Biblical curriculum for discipleship p.263

a. Objectives of discipleship

b. Curriculum for new believers

• 7 Essential subjects

1. Understanding salvation
2. Living the Christian life
3. Studying and obeying the Word of God
4. Prayer and devotional life
5. Dealing with sin and temptation
6. Fellowship and church involvement
7. Sharing the Gospel

c. Curriculum for maturing believers

• 3 Broad categories

1. Personal spiritual life
2. Practical skill in handling the Word of God
3. Participation in service for God in the Church

• Specific suggestions for maturing believers

4. Biblical purpose of discipleship p.283

a. Spiritual barometer for disciples

b. Summary
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I. Missions   – the Church as God’s agent for sending out the
Gospel

A. Introduction – What is missions?

There is a great deal of misunderstanding and confusion related to
“missions”. Several basic concepts need to be clearly stated:

• The word “missions” is not in the Bible, but the concept is!
Ac. 13:1-4

• The “mission” of the Church is to glorify God by bringing
people to God and building them up in Christ.
Col. 1:24-29

• “Missions” is that part of the “mission” (goal or purpose) of the
Church which sends out specially-selected and spiritually mature
Christians

to lost people:

– to evangelize and disciple and
– to establish local churches.

to saved people:

– to encourage and strengthen existing churches.
– to equip and train pastors and church leaders for the work

of ministry.

• The word “missions” comes from a Latin word which means
“to send”. Therefore Missions refers to:

• the process of sending people out
• the people sent (i.e., missionaries) and
• the program of ministry performed by the “sent ones”.

• All believers are to be witnesses for Christ, but not all are
called or directed to be missionaries in the technical sense.
Even so, one could logically argue that every witnessing
Christian is a missionary – at least a “sent one” in the sense of
being an “ambassador for Christ” in the world.
2 Co. 5:16-21
Jn. 17:13-21

• The church has gone too far in making missions a specialized
ministry for professionals.

• While evangelism and discipleship will be treated separately in
this course, they constitute what missionaries do in missions!

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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• “Church planting” is an integral part of missions.
Ac. 11:19-27

• A church that is not actively involved in local or “foreign”
(cross-cultural) missions is out of the will of God.

*Missions is the heartbeat of both God and the local
church!*

Missions then is the Church sending out believers to

• evangelize the lost everywhere.
• encourage and strengthen new believers.
• establish churches and train leaders.
• equip those churches to continue the missions-reproduction

process.

Missions focuses on sending out people for

1. evangelism
2. discipleship and training
3. church planting

Assignment: Why is a missions ministry not a significant part of
every local church?

B. Biblical basis for missions

The Bible teaches that “missions” was not an afterthought by God
but an integral part of his eternal plan of salvation.

Every part of the Bible supports missions – for God has always been
concerned for the lost of all nations, and He commissioned His
plan of redemption long ago. God intends for His name to be made
known so people everywhere will call upon Him as the one true
God.
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1. God’s commitment to missions

In Genesis
Through Noah
Ge. 6-8
(See 2 Pe. 2:5)

Through Abraham
Ge. 12:1-3
(See Gal. 3:10-18)

God called Noah to preach the Gospel to the lost, pictured
salvation by grace through the Ark, and then called Abraham to
be His instrument through whom salvation would become
available to all in Christ.

In the Law
Through Moses and the Passover
Ex. 12:1-51
(See 1 Co. 5:7 and Heb. 11:28)
Ex. 9:13-16
In delivering and redeeming Israel, God pictured spiritual
salvation by faith.

In Israel’s history
Jos. 4:19-24
God used Joshua to make His name known to the nations.

In the Kings
1 Ki. 8:56-60
God through Solomon communicated that He alone is God.

In the Psalms
Ps. 9:7-11
Ps. 33:8-15
Ps. 67:1-7
Ps. 96:1-13
Ps. 117:1-2
God is the sovereign God of the earth and all nations and desires
praise from all peoples.

In the Prophets
Isa. 9:1-2, 5-7
Isa. 40:3-5
Isa. 42:5-9
Isa. 45:18-22

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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Isa. 49:1-6
Isa. 60:1-3
Jer. 1:5-10
Eze. 18:1-3; 19-23; 32
Eze. 36:22-23
Am. 9:11-12
Jnh. 1:1-2
Jnh. 3:1-10
God’s plan has always included Israel being a light of revelation
to the Gentiles so salvation can be brought to the ends of the
earth.

In the Gospels
Mt. 9:35-38
Mt. 24:14
Mk. 10:42-45
Lk. 2:25-32
Lk. 4:16-27
Lk. 9:1-6
Jn. 3:16-21
Christ came to die for all men and sent out His disciples to
preach the Gospel to the lost.

In Acts
Ac. 9:15
Ac. 10:34-45
Ac. 13:46-48
Ac. 14:1
Ac. 26:20
The Gospel in Acts went out to Jews and Gentiles around the world.

In the Epistles
Ro. 1:14-17
Ro. 5:18-19
Ro. 9:22-26
Ro. 11:25-27
Ro. 15:17-21
2 Co. 4:3-7
2 Co. 5:18-21
Gal. 3:6-18
Eph. 3:2-11
Col. 1:24-29
1 Ti. 2:3-7
Tit. 2:11-14
Heb. 9:26-28
2 Pe. 3:1-9
1 Jn. 2:1-2
The purpose of the Church is clearly to preach the Gospel and
evangelize and disciple lost people everywhere.
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. In Revelation
Rev. 5:9-10
Rev. 14:6-7
Rev. 21:22-27
At the end it is evident that some people from all nations will
have been saved.

In Christ
Christ Himself is the real subject of the Scriptures which bear
witness to Him.  It is His Gospel that must be preached.
Lk. 24:25-27, 44
Ac. 8:26-38

Indeed, it is God’s desire that His name be made known among
all the nations (Jews and Gentiles alike) so that men everywhere
might know Him and be saved.

And God’s name is made known through missions.

Assignment: Select any 3 passages from the list which support the
biblical basis for missions and summarize the main idea
in one sentence.

Passage:

Passage:

Passage:

2. God’s commands for missions

In the New Testament there are at least 5 very clear passages
which contain commands related to missions.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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Five Versions of the Great Commission

Passage Command Missions
Emphasis

Focus

5.Ac. 1:8 be my witnesses in Jerusalem, power
Judea, of Holy Spirit

Samaria for enablement
end of

the earth

4.Jn. 17:13-20 I am sending you into but not personal
of the world representative

Jn. 20:21-23 of Christ

3.Lk.24:46-49 as witness to all nations personal
proclaim  witnessing

repentance to the message
and forgiveness

of sins

2.Mk. 16:15, preach good news go into all preaching to all
19-22 the world people

confirming
signs
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Can there really be any serious question about God’s intention?

It is God’s purpose to use God’s people to proclaim God’s
plan of salvation in God’s power to lost people everywhere.

The only real question for the Church is:

Why are we not being obedient?!

We need the whole Church witnessing for Christ to the
whole world.

Assuming that a local church desires to be obedient, how does it
put missions into practice?

First, the church needs to see missions in action in New Testa-
ment times (Acts) and in Church history. Then it needs to
consider and apply the basic principles of missions.

And while God clearly selected Israel as His chosen instrument
through which He would carry out His plan of redemption in the
world (see Ex. 19:4-6; Ro. 9:11), Israel has been temporarily
rejected by God (Mt. 21:42-43; Ro. 11:1-12; Ro. 11:25-32),
and the Church is now God’s interim chosen instrument (Col.
1:24-29; 1 Pe. 2:4-12; also see the Great Commission pas-
sages).

Assignment: Is the real motivation for missions the need of the lost
for salvation or God’s commands? Why is this
important?

C. Brief overview of history of missions

1. Acts – the New Testament period

Acts covers a period of about 30 years (33 A.D. – 62 A.D.)
from the Resurrection of Christ to Paul’s first imprisonment in
Rome. This short but very productive period provided the
Church with its biblical foundation for and example of effective
missions.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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In Acts we see the beginning fulfillment of all 5 versions of the
Great Commission

Chapter Activity From

Acts 14 making disciples (Matthew)
of all nations
•  baptizing
•  teaching

Acts 13 preaching Gospel (Mark)
with confirming signs
to every person

Acts 24 personal witnessing (Luke)
to the message
to all nations

Acts 3 personal representatives (John)
of Christ to the world

Acts 6 power of Holy Spirit for (Acts)
witnessing

And the missions church in Acts chapters 1-7 was characterized
by

• prayer
• power
• preaching the Gospel boldly
• purging from sin
• proclamation of the truth
• persecution.

Missions was an essential part of the early church because
it knew its mission!!!

Comments on missions in Acts

Some other helpful observations can be made about the missions
activity of the Church in Acts:

27



Missions in Acts:

• started at “home” with evangelism to Jews and foreigners in
their midst. (Ac. 2)

• focused on preaching the Gospel (especially the
Resurrection) in the power of the Spirit. (Ac. 2)

• was an overflow of a supportive fellowship of believers.
(Ac. 2)

• was not stopped by persecution. (Ac. 5)

• was fueled by persecution, which caused a scattering and
furthering of the Gospel. (Ac. 7-8)

• was directed by the Holy Spirit. (Ac. 10)

• included outreach to Gentiles as well as Jews. (Ac. 11)

• involved planting churches (Antioch) which were
encouraged and strengthened by the “mother church” and
other mission teams.  (Ac. 11)

• required believers to give to the support of the churches.
(Ac. 11)

• focused on teaching the Word to believers. (Ac. 11, 15)

• centered around the Church at Antioch where

– the Holy Spirit selected Paul and Barnabas.
– the local church sent them out and provided their needs.
– the mission activity moved beyond the direct influence

and geographical limitations of the local church into
different areas and culture. (Ac. 13)

• majored on the making of disciples and the establishment of
new churches and appointment of leaders (elders). (Ac. 14)

• included disagreements as to strategy and doctrinal issues,
etc. (Ac. 15)

• involved effective team ministry with men of different gifts
and talents. (Ac. 16)

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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• was directed by the Holy Spirit. (Ac. 16)

• resulted in great persecution and suffering. (Ac 16)

• produced a mixed response to the Gospel:

– some believed
– some rejected
– some wanted to hear more. (Ac. 17)

• stirred up local unrest and opposition (both Jews and
Gentiles). (Ac. 18)

• required leadership training and encouragement. (Ac. 20)

• reached out as far as Rome. (Ac. 28)

So in Acts, we can see missions involving

• evangelism
• discipleship
• church planting
• teaching to build up the Church.

And missions was effective in Acts because in the power of the
Spirit they preached the Gospel, produced disciples and planted
churches in obedience to the Great Commission despite severe
persecution and personal sacrifice.

* Missions is the mission of the Church.*

Assignment: From this brief review of Acts what one thing impacted
you the most?
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2. Major historical periods of missions activity

While Course #9, Church History Survey, provides details of
missions activity, a very brief summary is provided here for
background and review purposes.

– 33-70 A.D.

The Apostolic period saw the initial fulfillment of Ac. 1:8,
as the Church obediently shared the Gospel and focused on
missions.

– 70-100 A.D.

Following Acts, missions activity did not first move further
west toward Europe than Rome (other than perhaps to
Spain), but east and south, primarily around the
Mediterranean Sea into North Africa. Jerusalem was
destroyed by the Romans in 70 A.D., and Antioch in Syria
became the sending center of Christianity.

– 100-500 A.D.

This period saw the establishment of the universal “Catholic
Church”, although it ended up with two main branches – a
Western version in Rome and an Eastern version in
Constantinople (Turkey). Missions activity was not fervent,
and most of the Church’s energy was directed to theological
disputes and refuting heresies.

There was some movement of Christianity into Syria and
Armenia, and from there it was probably introduced into
India.

In this period, hordes of Barbarians invaded the Roman
Empire from the north and east, and many of these tribes
were converted to Christianity as a group by the leader.
Some missionary efforts by Roman monks resulted in the
Gospel spreading all the way to Ireland and over much of
Europe.

– 500-800 A.D.

This period was characterized by the Roman Church trying
to consolidate its hold on Christianity through the Pope and
ward off attacks from Barbaric hordes. Again there was
some mission activity by monks.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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This period also saw the founding of Islam by Mohammed.
The Muslim faith would largely nullify most of the Church’s
missionary progress in the Eastern-Greek world around
Constantinople.

– 800-1200 A.D.

The first part of this period saw the Holy Roman Empire
develop in Europe with a “wedding” of religious and political
power. Unfortunately the Church was mostly ritualistic and
secularized.

While some classify the Crusades as missionary outreach
(1012–1200 A.D.), they were more religious/political wars
than “Holy Crusades”. In effect, the Roman church tried to
re-take control of the Holy Land from the Muslims. Much
of the real motivation was economic and political. It was
bloody and barbaric, ineffective and resulted in few genuine
conversions. In fact the Crusades so alienated Muslims and
Christians that the adverse effects are still being felt today.
Missions accomplished with a sword is not biblical and
brings no real fruit.

Toward the end of the period some missionary efforts were
made by early orders of Roman monks, the Dominicans and
Franciscans.

– 1200-1800 A.D.

Exploration and early “Colonialism” served as tools to carry
“Christianity” to India, China, the Far East, Africa, and
North and South America. Spain, France, and England all
took turns as world colonial powers which promoted their
own brand of Christianity. However, many significant
missions efforts took place during this period, and
Christianity was spread over most of the known world.

But it was the Protestant Reformation which

• put the Scriptures into the hands of the people again.

• returned to biblical theology – salvation by faith alone.

• re-emphasized a personal conversion experience.

• sparked renewed interest in preaching the Gospel.

• caused the Church to consider spiritual matters again.
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Even the Catholic Counter-Reformation produced significant
missionary efforts by the Jesuits in the 16th Century even if
it was Roman Catholicism which was promoted.

– 1800-1946 A.D.

The “Great Century” of Christian missionary activity came
between 1800–1900 as a late developing result of the
Protestant Reformation primarily in England and the United
States. A renewed interest in the Bible, prayer, and
dependence on the Holy Spirit put the Church back on
track. This was the era of the founding of both
denominational mission boards and independent
mission societies and agencies. Real revivals sparked a
flood of mission activity around the world. And with
Colonialism at its peak the means for doing so were in place.

The traditional patterns of missions strategy developed in
this period as Christianity seriously penetrated into India,
Asia, Africa, Japan, China, and the Pacific.

The end of WWII (1945) marked the high point of missions
endeavors from Europe and America.

Since that date the center of Christianity has been shifting
toward South America, Africa, and Asia.

– 1946-present

The focus has been less and less on traditional missions
activity and more and more on mass evangelism via
crusades, television, radio, etc. And the battle of numbers
and money has become increasingly difficult.

Note:  The two greatest periods of missions activity in
Church history were the Apostolic period (33-70 A.D.) and
the Great 19th Century (1800-1900), both of which were
propelled by prayer and the power of the Holy Spirit. The
message should be quite clear.

Assignment: What accounts for the very long period of time between
the two great periods of missions in Church history?
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3. Status of missions in the world today

Where does that leave the Church today?

Here are a few observations:

• Europe is essentially “pagan” with less than 5% of the
population Christian. It is no longer a major sending/
founding force in world missions. Europe is in a “post-
Christian” era.

• American Christianity is “a mile wide and an inch deep” and
hopelessly lost in secular materialism. Fewer missionaries
are going out, and less funds are being given, relative to the
need. Perhaps 50% or more of the American population
claims to be “born again”, but it is difficult to tell by looking
at the American lifestyle. Church attendance amounts to
about 25% of the population on any Sunday. Commitment is
sorely lacking, and godly living is mostly missing. Over all
there is very little missions impetus.

• Many are of the opinion today that the “world” has been
evangelized, and concentration is on finding hidden people
groups within the world’s population with whom to share
the Gospel.

• But in view of the world’s over 6 billion people the statistics
are staggering:

– less than 1/2 of the world’s population has been
evangelized.

– less than 1/3 of the world’s population is even nominally
Christian.

– there are perhaps thousands of “hidden or unreached
people groups” in the world who have never heard the
Gospel.

– there are over 1 billion Muslims in the world (20% of
the world’s population).

• And yet if the Great Commission had been taken literally and
each new Christian had won 1 more person to the Lord the
entire world could have been evangelized in a few years. It
is an incredible geometric progression – 1, 2, 4, 8, 16, 32,
64, 128, 256, 512, 1024, etc. etc.

Why has the Church failed to fulfill the Great Commission in
almost 2000 years? It is that question which must now be
addressed.
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D. 15 Reasons the Church has failed in missions

1. by being disobedient to the Great Commission and disregarding
prayer and the ministry of the Word.

2. by concentrating on evangelism to the neglect of discipleship
(i.e., making converts not disciples).

3. by too small a part of the Church being involved in missions by
praying, giving, or going.

4. by focusing on social/physical needs and neglecting spiritual
needs (sin).

5. by meeting spiritual needs while ignoring physical/social needs.

6. by failing to identify with, respect, and relate well to the culture
of the people evangelized.

7. by the missionaries doing all the work of ministry and not
involving and equipping the nationals. (When the missionary
leaves the work usually stops.)

8. by concentrating on buildings, facilities, and equipment instead
of relationships, building up people, and training leadership in the
power of the Spirit.

9. by forgetting that missions is God’s business in which He has
allowed the Church to be involved.

10. by not translating the Bible into native languages.

11. by emphasizing numerical growth instead of spiritual growth.

12. by lack of adequate financial funding by the Church.

13. by the refusal to modify traditional missionary methodology.

14. by contextualizing the message instead of the method of
communication.

15. by neglecting to share the true Gospel and teach obedience to all
of the Word of God.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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The result has been

Too few missionaries ministering the Gospel to too few people
in too few places.

This fact, coupled with the failure to make disciples who could
reproduce themselves, has doomed missions to its present day
condition.

Assignment: Of these 15 reasons, which 3 are the most significant?
Why?

E. Basic principles of biblical missions

Both Acts and Church history seem to make it quite clear what
should be the means, the message, and method of missions:

1. Concepts of biblical missions

a. Foundational concepts

– means

• prayer

• power of Holy Spirit
Lk. 24:46-49

Missions will never be accomplished unless it is done with
God’s enablement.

Missions done in man’s strength produces man-made
institutions.

Missions done in God’s strength produces spiritual fruit.
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– message

Ro. 10:6-17

• preach the Gospel
Mk. 16:15

• proclaim the truth by teaching all of Scripture,
emphasizing obedience
Mt. 28:20

– method

• The plan of God is for His people to make disciples
of the lost.
Mt. 28:19

• The purpose of God is accomplished through the
principle of multiplication of disciples (1, 2, 4, 8, 16,
32).
2 Ti. 2:1-2

• The pattern for missions is seen in the New
Testament Church:

– prayer, praise, teaching, fellowship, worship
Ac. 2:37-47

– preaching despite persecution
Ac. 5:25-41

– participation in ministry by all
Ac. 6:1-7

– personal encouragement, training, and
strengthening
Ac. 11:19-30

– prerogative of the Holy Spirit in calling and the
part of the Church in confirming
Ac. 13:1-5

– practice of making disciples and putting leaders
in place
Ac. 14:21-27

• The preparation and equipping of people is
essential.
Col. 1:28-29

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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Assignment: How do the means, message, and method of mission-
minded churches and agencies measure up to the biblical
teaching?

b. Functional concepts

While we have already touched on most of the functional
concepts of missions, this is a good place to summarize.

Biblical missions is the sending forth of designated people to
preach the Gospel, make disciples, and plant churches
among lost people groups both close to home and far away.

2. Assumptions of biblical missions

Biblical missions assumes

• that the Holy Spirit works to call or direct certain people to
respond to the missions mandate.
Ac. 13:1-2

• that God, in response to prayer, will send forth missionaries
into His harvest fields.
Mt. 9:37-38
Jn. 4:33-38
Jn. 15:16

• that the local church should be the primary

– sending agency and
– support base for missionary work.

Ac. 13:3-5
Ac. 14:26-27
Ac. 11:27-30
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• that missions is mandated by God’s command.
Mt. 28:18-20

• that missions is motivated by love for God and lost people.
2 Co. 5:14-20
Ro. 5:8

• that the whole church should be involved in missions
ministry.
Ac. 2:42-47
Php. 1:3-6

• that when the Gospel is preached, spiritual fruit is produced
and many will become disciples.
Ac. 14:21

• that persecution and mixed response to the Gospel will be
common and should be expected.
Ac. 13:48-51
Ac. 17:1-9

• that great amounts of time should be spent in teaching the
Word of God to build up, train, and mature the body of
Christ.
Ac. 15:30-35
Ac. 11:26
Ac. 18:11

• that the entire church will benefit from and rejoice in
missions.
Ac. 14:26-28
Ac. 15:3-4

• that churches planted on missionary trips should become
self-sustaining; i.e., the missionaries should leave after
establishing, equipping, and training the nationals.
1 Th. 1:2-10

• that Scripture provides a continuing instruction manual for
both new and existing churches.
1 Ti. 3:14-15
2 Ti. 3:15-17

• that established churches should spiritually strengthen and
give to financially support new or struggling churches.
2 Co. 8

• that evangelism and edification should be kept in balance.
Ac. 14:21-22

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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• that social/physical needs should be met along with spiritual
needs.
Ac. 4:32-35

• that the gospel message should not be culturally compromised
but communicated appropriately in the cultural context.
Ac. 17:16-32
Ac. 19:1-27

Assignment: Do you disagree with any of these “assumptions”? If so
why? Which 3 are the most important?

3. Church planting

a. Description of church planting

“Church planting” refers to at least 3 different kinds of
missions situations:

1. where an existing “mother” church starts or sponsors a
“daughter” church in another location as a missions or
expansion outreach. The daughter church may or may
not be in a “cross-cultural” context.

2. where a group of believers in a particular location
decides to start a local church among themselves. The
motivation may be

• geographical.
• doctrinal.
• practical.
• related to size.

3. where as a result of evangelistic and missionary efforts a
church is started (planted) by a group of local
indigenous believers with the help of missionaries, etc.
This is usually a cross-cultural context.
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Actually, the basic principles don’t vary a great deal in the
different situations except that the cross-cultural context
creates some challenging additional problems.

The concepts already set forth in course No. 7, Church
Ministry/Administration/Education, should be reviewed and
implemented to the extent appropriate.

A church which is being biblically obedient and follow-
ing the principles (and perhaps the patterns) of the
Church in Acts Chapters 2-14 is going to become
involved in church planting at some point in time.

Practicing prayer, fellowship, worship, and teaching in the
Church will naturally overflow in evangelistic/missions
outreach.

Missions outreach in the New Testament followed the
inspired outline in Ac. 1:8:

 “You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you and you shall be my witnesses in
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And missions/evangelism outreach should be thought of not
just in terms of geography but people-groups whether of
the same or different culture as the mother church.

People-groups

A people-group may or may not constitute a “nation” which
may have a number of people-groups (or tribes, families,
clans, etc.) within its geographical borders. People-groups
are sometimes referred to as “ethnic groups”.

A people-group has certain things in common:

– customs
– culture
– practices
– heritage
– language or dialect
– physical characteristics such as skin color, etc.

 “Ethnos” is the NT Greek word which is variously
translated as

• people
• nation
• heathen (but this is not a good translation)
• Gentiles.

The context of the passage determines the exact meaning.

It refers not so much to nations in a political/geographical
sense but to distinct people-groups, so the Great
Commission is to make disciples of all the “people-groups”
(see also Rev. 5:9-10).

Judea/Samaria

Jerusalem

World

   Influence
of local
 church

Jerusalem – (home area)

Judea – (surrounding area)

Samaria – (neighboring area)

End of earth – (all the world)
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And local churches usually function most effectively
when they are comprised of members of the same
“people-group” because of cultural similarities. This is
normally true in both home and cross-cultural contexts
since they will meet together for

• joint worship.
• mutual fellowship.
• continual training and equipping.
• constant outreach within their own people-group.
• meeting each others needs.

b. Dynamics of church planting

Church planting refers to the process of bringing together a
group of like-minded professing believers to establish a new
local church through

• equipping (training).
• encouragement.
• edification (teaching).

Here are some basic guidelines:

• Pray for God’s wisdom and enablement.
• Pick the venue or location and select the people-group.
• Plant the seed of the Word through evangelistic Bible

studies.
• Prepare the soil of the people’s hearts and minds by

building relationships/friendships.
• Prioritize based on people, not programs.

Lifestyle evangelism and discipleship will establish strong
new churches. Particularly in cross-cultural settings, work-
ing on building a genuine friendship/relationship with a key
leader or elder of a people-group is a proven successful
approach – “for as a leader goes, so go his people.”

c. Decisive strategies of church planting

While door-to-door and confrontation evangelism does
produce some converts, lifestyle or friendship
evangelism produces more lasting fruit.  Here are some
key strategies:

Step 1

• Start neighborhood or local evangelistic Bible studies.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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• Supplement with discipleship/follow-up Bible studies for
those who come to the Lord and are saved.

• Select for leadership training as elders, etc., those who
show genuine interest, commitment, excitement, and
spiritual growth.

• Stay filled with the Spirit for wisdom, enablement, and
guidance.

Step 2

• Once a small group of people or families have emerged
to form a core or foundational group for the new
church, meet with them on a regular basis to pray
together and to

– establish priorities and strategies.
– educate in God’s Word.
– equip and train with biblical principles.
– encourage spiritual growth and body life.
– enlist their support and suggestions.

In culturally appropriate ways teach them the essential
content of Course No. 7, Church Ministry/Administration/
Education, before or as the Church is started.

Step 3

• Start the church and work with the leadership for
how-ever long is required to

– go through the process of church ministry as an
example or model for them.

– ground them in the Word through systematic,
expositional Bible studies.

– grow them up toward maturity in Christ.
– get them involved in practicing the principles of

ministry independently of you.
– give them a disciple-reproduction mind-set.

Step 4

• Gradually, over an appropriate period of time

– decrease your role and responsibilities.
– delegate responsibility and authority to local

leadership.
– depend more and more on the participation of

members.
– determine to be an advisor only.
– devote yourself to evaluation and appraisal.
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Step 5

• Personally withdraw and start working on another new
church!

*Church planting is that part of missions ministry
which majors on building new local churches which
will themselves become mission-minded disciple
makers.*

Note: If your church is part of a denomination or is
associated with a missions agency or board, that
institution should be able to provide you with
resources, materials, ideas, strategies, plans, etc., to
promote church planting.

If your church is independent simply follow the
principles and procedures set forth in the power
of the Spirit.

All missions strategies, including church planting, must include
the setting of goals which are

significant enough to be implemented
simple enough to be understood and followed
short enough to be remembered
sensible enough to be accomplished
specific enough to be evaluated
spiritual enough to be of eternal value.

Assignment: What main factors or fears keep most Christians and
churches from becoming involved in church planting?

4. Cultural considerations

While some denominations have made a distinction between
“home missions” and “foreign missions”, most have simply
thought of missions as sending missionaries to a foreign country
to save the lost (“heathen”).

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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Traditionally and historically, missions has been considered to
involve

cross-cultural
evangelism
discipleship and
church planting.

But the Bible directed the Church as God’s people to reach out
with the Gospel to

all ethne (peoples, nations).

In fact, in Scripture ethnos is translated as

• nation
• people
• heathen (but this is not a good translation)
• Gentile

and is the Greek word from which we derive the English word
“ethnic”.

Note: Ethnic groups are sometimes incorrectly called “races”. There are
only 3 human races: Caucasian (white), Negroid (black), and
Mongoloid (yellow), determined by hereditary traits and
characteristics. Within these 3 races are many ethnic groups, tribes,
clans, social groupings, families, etc.

Two other Greek words are also sometimes translated as people but
not in the sense of nations, ethnic or people-groups: laos = common
people; ocholos = crowd or multitude.

The word heathen or pagan is normally used as a derogatory term
meaning “uncivilized, barbaric, or godless”. In fact, “heathen” is an
unfortunate translation since the root word simply refers to all
people-groups who are lost (see Ro. 3:9-18).

Likewise “Gentiles” in the Bible refers to any people-group other
than the Jews. The Jews are themselves a people-group!

The use of the term “Ethnos” (people-group) does not mean better
or worse – it only means different culturally!
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Even the term “uncivilized” is a relative term and probably
should not be used.

Indeed, all of the “ethne” (people groups) including the Jews are
lost without Christ.

Assignment: What do you mean when you use the term “heathen” or
“pagan”? Is it really appropriate?

It is sometimes helpful for us to think of

• evangelism - within one’s own people group and
• missions – is evangelism outside one’s own people group.

Keep in mind, however, that the New Testament Church made
no such distinction as they preached the Gospel to

• Jews
• Gentiles
• Greeks
• Barbarians
• etc. etc.

And principles of evangelism are the same whether or not you
are sharing the Gospel within or beyond your own people-
group.

Evangelism and discipleship and church planting are what
missionaries do in missions regardless of the culture!

Now we want to look at a few basic considerations related to
sharing the Gospel in a cross-cultural context whether at
home or abroad, for that is the normal sense in which we use
missions – i.e., sharing the Gospel in a different culture.
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a. What is culture?

Culture is what people
• say
• do
• believe
• think
• wear
• eat
• make.

Culture is also how people
• look
• behave
in a particular place at a particular time. And cultural practices
and customs do change and vary from place to place.

Culture can be thought of then as a people-group’s
• language
• lifestyle (customs/practices/philosophy)
• physical appearance.

Culture is a learned system or set of
• beliefs
• behavior patterns
• ideas
• values
• perspective
which are held in common by a specific group of people.

However, the essence of culture may be the way a particular
group of people processes information (i.e., how they think),
which means a missionary will probably never be as effective an
evangelist, pastor, etc., as will be a properly trained and
equipped national!!

To be effective, a missionary must learn to
• think
• act
• talk and
• relate
properly in a different cultural setting to a different people-
group.

Remember:  Culture is not necessarily right or wrong –
only different!
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b. 25 Key cross-cultural concepts

Any time the Gospel is shared in a different culture there are
some key things which require attention:

1. You are the one who is different – the stranger or
foreigner in their midst – to them it is your culture that is
different, not theirs.

2. More than likely they did not invite you to come, so you are
an uninvited visitor.

3. Cultural practices and customs are not sacred and may be
biblical or non-biblical.

4. A missionary should not expect lost people to think and
behave as if they were saved. (See Lev. 18:1-5.)

5. After salvation some cultural customs and practices will
need to change; others will not. Each must be evaluated
separately and carefully. (See 1 Pe. 1:13-16;  Ro. 12:1-2.)

6. Principles of the Bible Patterns of belief
and         and

Message of the Gospel Methods of living

are are

• true • traditional
• timeless • time-bound
• trans-cultural • cultural

and and

will never change. can and may need to change.

Mk. 7:1-13
Eph. 2:1-10
Eph. 5:1-11

7. “Contextualization” or “culturalization” refers to changing,
adapting or modifying the method of communication of
the Gospel, but not the content of the message!

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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8. Culturalization of the method of communication is made
so the Gospel is

• more readily understood in their cultural context.
• more relevant and applicable to their particular situation.

9. Never compromise the truth or principles of the Word of
God to cultural considerations. (See Ac. 17:16-34.)

A missionary may need to change his own culture to reach
another culture.

Note: In 1 Co. 9:16-27, Paul changed or adapted to some
practices and communication methods but never the
message of the Gospel.

10. The adoption of cultural practices by a missionary is proper
as long as the practices do not violate Scripture or compro-
mise convictions. For a missionary to adopt cultural
customs which are non-biblical in order to seek to win
the lost is sin and is not pleasing to God!

11. Missionaries must model and teach Christian counter-
culture according to the Bible to provide consistent ex-
amples (1 Th. 1:4-10).

12. Try to determine if the different culture has any “redemp-
tive analogies” which can be used as a communication
bridge to the Gospel truth. For example, the Rendilli tribe in
the desert of Northern Kenya has a tradition that every 7
years a man from the tribe becomes the sin-bearer for the
tribe to take away their sins, but in the process he goes
insane. This practice could be linked to the scapegoat
concept on the day of Atonement in Lev. 16 and to Jesus as
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world (Jn.
1:29) as the perfect sin-bearer.
2 Co. 5:18-21
1 Pe. 2:24-25

13. Establish mutual relationships and build genuine friendships
in order to earn the right to share Christ.

14. Try to win to Christ a key elder or tribal leader who can be
the “door” to reaching the people-group.
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15. Don’t cling to the conveniences of home; sacrifice self-
interests and comfort for Christ.

16. Learn the culture of the people so you can properly relate to
them in their context.

Become familiar with their

• beliefs
• traditions
• customs
• laws
• practices
• food
• language
• dress.

17. Learn as quickly as possible to communicate in their
language, using at least everyday common expressions and
phrases of greeting, etc.

18. Learn what is offensive to them and contrary to their
culture, and avoid those things or words.

19. Refrain from making critical judgments of them and their
practices based on your own cultural background. Look for
why they do or believe certain things.

20. Accept and respect the people as being different – not
better or worse than others.

21. Express sincere compassion and concern for their physical,
social, and emotional needs and try to help meet their needs
– “Love them into the kingdom”.

22. Be flexible and patient - some people and cultural practices
will never change (and may not need to). But since most
culture is learned it can be unlearned if something better is
seen.

23. Remember you are not trying to change their external culture
but their internal character. Culture is neutral – character is
either good or bad.

Spiritual conversion is the goal, not cultural conformity.
Ac. 26:16-20; 2 Co. 5:14-17
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True conversion begins with a change of perspective or
world view about who God is and who you are in relation-
ship to Him.

24. Learn the obstacles to the Gospel in their cultural context.
For example, it may be

– animism
– materialism
– superstition
– spiritualism
– family ties
– pantheism
– polytheism
– personal independence
– etc., etc.

25. As a servant-learner the missionary should become
actively involved in their lives trying to identify with them
and participate in their culture, so he can communicate the
love of Christ in a way they can grasp and understand.

*Live as a dedicated Christian in the midst of their
different culture.*

Mission The Great Commandment is to love God
and make His
love known
to others

Missions The Great Commission is to minister
the Gospel in
order to make
disciples and
mature
believers.

t
t
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Assignment: Do you disagree with any of these 25 key cross cultural
considerations? If so, why? Which 3 are the most
important?

5. Characteristics of an effective missionary

A missionary who is truly effective will:

– spend significant time on his knees in prayer, depending
on God.

– strive to minister to and love others unselfishly in the
power of the Spirit.

– seek to identify with and be involved in the lives of the
people to learn their culture and build relationships.

– steadfastly refuse to compromise the Bible’s message
but communicate its truth effectively in appropriate
ways in the context of the culture.

– separate himself from sin and provide a godly role
model.

– serve faithfully as part of a team ministry.

– see himself as an equipper/trainer and seriously go about
the work of making disciples and training leaders.

– stay flexible and patient in the face of difficulties and
frustrations.

– strengthen and encourage other Christian workers.

– speak boldly for the Gospel at every opportunity.

– stand humbly before God, resisting spiritual pride and
leaving the results to God.

A missionary is an ambassador for Christ sent out by the
Church to minister the Gospel message by God’s means
using culturally appropriate methods.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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F. Building a missions mind-set and ministry in the local church

1. Building a missions mind-set

Every local church which is

– established in the Word
– exercising biblical ministry and
– growing toward spiritual maturity

should itself become a missions sending church.

But very few churches are really “missions minded”. Why is
this so? Here are some of the reasons:

– They are uninformed of the biblical teaching on missions.
– They don’t realize missions is the heartbeat of God and the

Bible.
– They ignore the clear commands of Scripture.
– They selfishly look inward to themselves instead of outward

to the world.
– They leave missions to professional mission boards and

agencies.
– They don’t think they can develop a suitable missions

ministry.

These and similar reasons are often used as excuses to not have
a missions ministry.

But before there can be a missions ministry, the church must
build a missions mind-set which permeates every aspect of the
church program and ministry.

Practical suggestions for building a missions mind-set in the
church:

Missions education

Knowledge of missions from a biblical perspective can be
increased by

• the pastor being committed to and preaching missions from
the pulpit using key Scriptures and taking every opportunity
to reinforce God’s heart and plan for missions.

• missions being an integral part of the teaching/educational
ministry of the church at every age and group level.
Specialized curriculum can be used to teach missions.
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Missions awareness

Practical awareness of God’s mission work in the world can be
increased in the following ways:

• Include a clear statement of missions purpose in the church
covenant, bulletin and the newsletter.

• Bring in effective missionary speakers from time to time to
share what God is doing in the world.

• Keep up personally with what is happening in the lives of
church sponsored missionaries.

• Inform the congregation about significant developments in
missions locally and abroad.

• Distribute basic missions literature from conservative,
evangelical mission boards and agencies.

• Develop a missions library and encourage the reading of
missionary biographies.

• Visit and evaluate the missions ministry of other local
churches.

• Sponsor an annual missions conference with dynamic
speakers and relevant topical seminars.

• Involve members in local missions/projects.

• Promote sharing Christ as a way of life for every believer.

• Hold regular prayer meetings for missions.

If the church has the mind-set of Christ then it will be
missions minded!

Jn. 4:1-42
Lk. 19:1-10

2. Building a missions ministry

Once the church is missions-minded, it will desire to establish
and maintain a vibrant missions ministry. Here are some
practical ways to develop a mission ministry:

• Organize a missions committee with elders and key lay
members of the church to coordinate the missions ministry
and administrator of the missions budget.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship

54



• Make sure that there is real effective ministry to church
sponsored missionaries. For example,

– pray for them.
– write them.
– remember them on special occasions.
– meet their needs.
– minister to them when they are home.

• Have an ongoing ministry of evangelistic training and actual
outreach in the church.

• Include missions ministry as a part of the regular church
budget or as a separate “faith-promise” budget. Some
churches prefer to have a separate budget for missions
which is over and above the normal tithes and offerings.
This is really a matter of preference.  A faith-promise pledge
can be as simple as this:

I trust God by faith
to provide the funds
I have promised to give
to missions in  __________ (year) in the amount of
__________ .

• Provide missions projects and make missionary support the
subject of special opportunities for members to give.

• Take advantage of and cooperate with denominational
mission boards where appropriate but don’t hesitate to run
your own missions program. Many helpful resources,
materials, etc., are available from denominational boards,
mission agencies and other missions-minded churches.

• Establish a good working relationship with a few sound
evangelical, independent missions agencies or boards which
are

– doctrinally compatible.
– in agreement with the church’s missions philosophy.
– available to help counsel, guide, train, and assign

missionary candidates.

• Encourage personal commitment to missions by church
members, both short-term and career.
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• Assist missionary candidates from your church with

– prayer
– counseling as to the Lord’s call or leading
– direction as to the desired field or ministry
– assistance in contacting and evaluating different

missions boards based on

• doctrine
• missions philosophy and available areas of ministry
• financial policies
• organization, administration and personnel
• equipping and training programs on and off the field
• relationships with other missions agencies and

churches.

Remember –

The church should be the primary missions sending
agency while the mission board can train, place, and
support on the field.

• Evaluate the qualifications of church missionary candidates
before referring them to a board or missions agency.

Does the missions candidate:

– have a sense of call or leading from God to missions?
– have a good understanding of the biblical teaching on

missions?
– have a life yielded to God and His will?
– have willingness and availability?
– have any financial, emotional, or family hindrances?
– have mental, emotional, and spiritual stability?
– have any physical limitations?
– have a life of prayer and depending on the Spirit?
– have a desire to serve wherever God leads?
– have a flexible, adaptable spirit?
– have an open mind?
– have a teachable spirit?
– have moral purity?
– have genuine love for people?
– have zeal to overcome difficulties?
– have consistency and dependability?
– have a commitment, or did he respond to emotions/

feelings?

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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The missionary call is to Christ, to serve Him wherever
He leads.

• Support financially and prayerfully
– career missionaries from the church.
– special missions projects.
– short term mission trips for members –“it will change

their lives”. (Many people who go on short term trips
end up in full time missions ministry.)

Note: Not all of these ideas and suggestions are appropriate or
even desirable for your church. Choose those which fit
well and put them into practice.

Assignment:    Which of these suggestions for building a missions mind-
set and ministry can be put into practice in your church
right now?

G. Common misconceptions and myths about missions

Many people are afraid of missions because of false ideas about
missions. Here are some common ones:

1. Missions is for professionals only.

Response: All are called to be involved in some part of
missions according to the Great Commission.

2. A need does not constitute a call.

Response: Awareness of man’s lostness plus Christ’s
command amounts to a call.
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3. The “indigenous” national church does not want or need
foreign missionaries.

Response: The national churches want and desperately need
biblical missionaries, not to tell them what to do but
to equip and train them in

– evangelism
– discipleship
– church planting.

4. Missionaries are superhuman spiritual “giants”.

Response: Missionaries are “real life” people who sin and also
struggle with God’s will and their circumstances,
but who are trying to be obedient and fruitful.

5. Missionaries can’t do anything else well.

Response: If a person is unfit for other kinds of work they are
probably unsuitable for missionary work – it takes
skill, training and experience to be an effective
missionary.

6. Missions is for women.

Response: There are more women than men on the mission
field because men have refused to go!

7. Missions is merely a budget to be met with money.

Response:   Missions is more than money; it is
– praying
– giving
– going.

All can give.
All can pray.
All could go.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship
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8. Since I’ve not been “called” to missions I don’t have to go.

Response: Missions is more of a command than a call – a
matter of obedience, not an option.

If church members would stop looking for a call
and start being obedient to Christ’s command there
would be plenty of missionaries.

9. The center of missions-sending is the United States and Europe.

Response: That was true both in terms of numbers of
missionaries and money in the 19th and most of the
20th Centuries up to about 1950. Today and in the
future most missionaries will come from the other
two-thirds of the world (Asia, Africa, South
America).

10. If I respond to God’s command and become involved in missions
He will send me to Africa.

Response: He might! But the safest place to be is in the center
of God’s will regardless of where you are.

Every Christian should desire to do God’s will –
nothing more
nothing less
nothing else.

Assignment: Can you think of other missions myths? What is the real
problem?
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H. Obstacles to world missions

There are a number of legitimate obstacles or hindrances to world
missions. All of these are significant and real but not impossible to
overcome.

The Bible has a response to each one:

1. Philosophical hindrances Biblical teaching

a. humanism God is paramount.
– man is the chief end of all things Job 42:1-6

Ps. 8:1-9

b. hedonism      Pleasure is only temporary.
– pleasure is the chief end of all things Heb. 11:24-26

c. materialism Life does not consist of
– accumulation of wealth and things    abundance of

is the measure and focus of life     possessions.
    Lk. 12:13-21

2. Religious hindrances

a. universalism Scripture does not teach
– all will eventually be saved anyway universal salvation.

Ro. 3:9-19
2 Th. 1:5-10

b. ecumenicalism Christ is the only way
– all religions are really one to God.

since there are many ways to God Ac. 4:12

c. syncretism Light and darkness cannot
– there is room for all religions to exist exist peacefully

together without conflict or together; truth stands
contradiction alone.

Jn. 4:21-24
Jn. 14:6
2 Co. 6:14-18

d. polytheism Christ is the only God.
– there are many gods and Christ is Isa. 46:5-9

just one Col. 2:9
Jn. 1:1
Jn. 10:25-30
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e. pantheism/new age/eastern mysticism God is involved in but is
– all is God and God is in all    also above His

   creation.
Ge. 1:1
Ps. 33:1-15

f. liberalism Man is sinful by nature
– there is no sin; man has only social and must be re-

ills which can be cured through generated.
reform Ps. 14:2-3

Eph. 2:1-10

3. Political hindrances

a. communism Only the fool says there
– there is no god; the state is god is no God. Creation

affirms God’s existence.
Ps. 14:1
Ro. 1:18-22
Ac. 17:22-28

b. nationalism God is sovereignly in
– nations exist independently in control over the nations.

and of themselves and have no Da. 2:20-23
need for religion or God Da. 4:34-37

c. liberation theology Yes, but the Gospel
– the people of the world need to be relates primarily to sin.

set free from social-political- Christ’s future kingdom
cultural-economic oppression on Earth will ultimately

deal with these problems.
1 Pe. 2:24-25

The truth as the world teaches it is exactly the opposite of what the
Bible teaches. Choose which to believe!

What the world needs is not politics, philosophy or religion but
a right relationship to God through Jesus Christ – that is the
mission of missions.

Jn. 17:1-3

Assignment: What do all of these obstacles to world missions have in
common?
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II. Evangelism   – the Church as God’s channel of witnessing for
Jesus Christ

A. Introduction

1. Definitions of key terms

 Method • Evangelism is the process of preaching, proclaiming,
announcing or bringing good news.
Ro. 1:15
2 Ti. 1:11

 Messenger • The evangelist is one who proclaims the good news.
Ac. 21:8
Eph. 4:11
2 Ti. 4:5

 Message • The Gospel is the good news of and about Jesus Christ.
Mk. 1:1

With respect to the Church, evangelism is an essential part of
its main priority, for the Church is to

• glorify God in the Church and in the world.
Eph. 3:20-21
Ro. 15:8-9

• get out the good news about Christ to the lost.
Ro. 15:20

• grow-up believers into maturity in Christ.
Col. 1:28-29

And the Bible assumes that all believers will be involved in
evangelism – not just those who are professionally trained
(clergy) and those who have the spiritual gift of evangelism
(evangelists).
Lk. 24:46-49
Ac. 1:8

In terms of relating to the lost world of unbelievers, evangelism
is the main priority of the Church. This priority involves

• walking in a godly manner before the world.
1 Pe. 2:11-12
Php. 2:14-16

• witnessing for Christ by proclaiming the Gospel regularly as
a way of life.
Php. 1:12-18
Col. 4:3-6
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B. Biblical basis for evangelism

The Bible commands the Church collectively and believers
individually to be actively involved in evangelism for four
fundamental reasons.

Evangelism (proclaiming the Gospel of Christ) must be the priority
of the Church because of the

1. Character of God (Love of God)

God desires to seek and save the lost and restore the
relationship broken by sin. Love for man motivates God.

Eze. 18:3-4, 21-23, 30-32
Mk. 10:45
Lk. 19:9-10
Jn. 3:16
2 Pe. 3:8-9
1 Jn. 4:9-12

*It is part of the very nature of God to desire man to be saved and not
perish.*

2. Condition of man    (Lostness of man)

Apart from the Gospel all men are

• lost
• absolutely unrighteous
• alienated from God
• dead in sins
• slaves to sin
• children of Satan
• destined for eternal punishment and separation from God
• incapable of saving themselves.

Isa. 59:1-2, 15-16
Eph. 2:1-3, 11-18
Jn. 8:34, 42-44
2 Th. 2:5-10
Lk 18:23-27
Ro. 3:9-10
Ro. 5:6-8
Ro. 6:23

*Because of man’s total depravity and lostness, only God
could love and save him from his helpless/hopeless state.*

�

�
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3. Covenant plan of God   (Promise of God)

God promised salvation to those who place their faith in him
and put into motion His predetermined plan of redemption.
Salvation is a benefit flowing from the spiritual blessing promise
of the Abrahamic Covenant. The plan of salvation involves both

• the way of salvation being provided by the cross of Christ.
Ge. 12:3
Gal. 3:6-18
Ac. 2:23-24
Col. 1:19-22

• witnessing for Christ by believers to a lost world.
2 Co. 5:18-21
Ac. 10:42-43

*God’s plan of salvation was carried out by Christ on the
cross and is now communicated by saved people to lost
people.*

*God has chosen to use His redeemed people as the
instrument through whom He will make known the
availability of salvation in Christ.*

4. Command of Christ                  (Obedience to God)

Christ has commanded believers out of gratitude for salvation
and love for Him to obediently share the “good news” about

Who He is (sovereign Lord and Savior)
What He has done (salvation)

and to bear witness before the world of who we are in Him.
Mk. 16:15-16
Jn. 17:13-21
2 Co. 5:14

Christ has

• commanded us to proclaim the Gospel.
• committed the plan of reconciliation to us.

*Believers who do not share the Gospel and bear witness to
Christ are being directly disobedient to His command.*

�

�
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Note: When “preach” is used in the New Testament it almost
exclusively refers to the “Gospel” – i.e. salvation

Preach the Gospel to the lost
Teach the Word to the saved

Assignment: What does refusing or failing to share the Gospel reveal
about the heart condition of a Christian?

C. Basic content of the Gospel message

There are a number of reasons why the Great Commission has yet to
be fulfilled. In addition to simple disobedience and failing to make
disciples who can reproduce themselves, there is a third major
reason:

The true Gospel message has not always been correctly and
fully proclaimed.
Col. 4:2-6

1. The True Gospel

a. Real message of the Gospel of salvation

What is the correct Gospel? What is the minimum required
content of the message?

We will consider first the essential message of the Gospel and
then briefly look at a number of “false gospels”.

Note: At this point you might want to review the Plan of
Salvation in the Appendix of this manual.

While there are a number of excellent passages which summarize
the required message of the Gospel, none is clearer than
1 Co. 15:1-4.

“Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the Gospel I preached
to you, which you received and on which you have taken your

s
s
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stand. By this Gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the
word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.
For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance:
that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he
was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the
Scriptures.”

Notice some essential elements from this passage:

“According to the Scripture”, Christ

• died for our sins
• was buried
• was raised on the 3rd day.

So the focus of the Gospel message seems to be four-fold:

Who Jesus is – the Christ, God’s Messiah

Where we learn of the Gospel – in the Scriptures

What Jesus did – died for our sins

How we know it is true – Jesus’ bodily resurrection

Somehow every Gospel presentation must include these primary
elements. Flowing out of these essentials are several significant
truths which must be communicated and believed:

1. Jesus is God.

To say that Jesus is the Christ is to affirm that you believe
He is the Son of God – indeed God!
See Mt. 16:15-16
Ro. 10:9

Note: To say that “Jesus is Lord” is an affirmation of His
deity, not necessarily a practical acknowledgment of Christ
as “Lord” in every aspect of your life. (See also 1 Pe.
3:15.)

2. Jesus is the Messiah (Savior) promised by God in the Old
Testament.
Isa. 61:1-2; Isa. 7:14
Lk. 4:16-21; Mt. 1:20-23
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The “virgin birth” is an essential fact to be believed for
otherwise Jesus would have had a “sin nature” and not been
qualified as the perfect sacrifice for the sins of all men.

3. Apart from Christ, man is utterly lost in sins, helpless and
doomed to destruction.
Jn. 8:21-24
Ro. 5:6-8
Eph. 2:1-10
Heb. 9:27-28

4. Jesus did not die for His sins but our sins – He was sinless
and paid our penalty for us.
Heb. 7:26-27
2 Co. 5:21
1 Pe. 2:22-24

5. Jesus died physically and was bodily resurrected in order to
break the power of sin and Satan.
Ro. 6:6-12
Col. 1:19-22
1 Co. 15:17, 56-57

6. Jesus’ shed blood on the cross provides the only basis
acceptable to God for

• receiving forgiveness of sins.
• redemption from bondage to sin.
• reconciliation of man’s broken relationship to God.

Heb. 9:12-15
Col. 1:13-14
Col. 1:19
Col. 2:13-15
Eph. 1:7

7. Jesus’ death on the cross was motivated by God’s love.
Jn. 3:16-17
1 Jn. 4:9-10

8. Jesus is the only way to salvation.
1 Ti. 2:3-7
Ac. 4:8-12
Jn. 14:6
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9. Hearing the Word of  God is essential to salvation.
Ro. 10:8-13
Ro. 10:17
Eph. 5:26
2 Ti. 3:15-17
1 Th. 2:13
1 Co. 2:1-5

10. There must be a personal decision by faith which results in a
personal conversion.
Jn. 1:12-13
1 Pe. 1:18-23

11. Without the power of God salvation is not possible.
Lk. 18:23-27
1 Th. 1:4-5
Ro. 1:16-17

Note: At this point you might want to review the section of the
Bible Doctrine Survey (Course No. 5) on the doctrine of
salvation and the benefits and results of salvation in Personal
Spiritual Life (Course No. 6).

But not hearing the correct message has not been the only
problem. Incorrectly or inadequately stating the require-
ments for salvation has also hindered the fulfillment of the
Great Commission.

Assignment: How many of these truths do you hear in the usual
“Gospel” presentation? Why?

b. Requirements for salvation

Salvation is all the work of God:

for God –

in mercy has withheld the deserved punishment for our sin
because Christ has paid the penalty for us.
Ro. 9:10-15
Tit. 3:4-7
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in grace has granted to us that which we do not deserve –
salvation from sins and eternal life in Christ.
Tit. 2:11-14
Eph. 2:4-9

Since this is true, there is only one simple requirement for
salvation according to Scripture:

Receive by faith the free gift of salvation available in
Christ Jesus.

Faith means to actively and genuinely believe
• that Christ is God
• that we are utterly lost
• that the Gospel is true
and to trust in Him for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life.

This idea of receiving salvation by faith is stated in quite a
number of descriptive ways in the Bible. For example:

– “Abram believed God and it was credited to him as
righteousness.”
Ge. 15:6

– “Yet to all who received Him.”
Jn. 1:12

– “To those who believed in His name.”
Jn. 1:12

– “Come to Jesus.”
Jn. 5:40

– “Whoever believes in Him shall not perish.”
Jn. 3:16

– “Those who have faith in Jesus.”
Ro. 3:26

– “Anyone who trusts in Him will never be put to shame.”
Ro. 10:11

– “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved.”
Ro. 10:13

– “Everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of
sins through his name.”
Ac. 10:43

So, the single requirement for salvation is to believe by faith in
Jesus Christ and trust in Him to receive salvation.
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What about repentance? Is it an additional requirement for
salvation? No, but repentance is an integral part of exercising
saving faith. Repent means to change your mind and turn to
God and away from sin.

It does not mean you have to get rid of sin before you can be
saved. It is an expression of will and desire – for only God can
deal with and cleanse from sin. Repent includes the idea of
changing your mind about

• who God is.
• what Christ did on the cross.
• who you are (i.e., a sinner) in relationship to God.
• whether you need to be saved.

repent (–)

turn away from sin
toward God

       = saving faith
believe (+)

trust in Christ
to save you

In order to believe you must repent (i.e., change your mind
about your lostness) and completely trust in Christ to save
you.

When we repent in faith, God regenerates us and grants us new
life.

How is that done practically?

Ro. 10:9-13 seems to put it the clearest

• confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord (“God”)
• believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead and

“you will be saved”.

The implication is that there must be some kind of public
acknowledgment or profession of faith in Christ and identifica-
tion with Him.

Lk. 12:8
Heb.  13:15
Jn.  9:22
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Believing takes place internally and privately while
confessing takes place externally and publicly.

Common ways of expressing salvation:

There are a number of ways that a person can express the fact
they have placed their faith in Christ:

• A person can pray to be saved or repeat a form prayer, but
that does not necessarily save him.

• A person can “invite Jesus into his heart”, but that does not
necessarily mean he has been saved.

• A person can walk a church aisle desiring to receive Christ
in response to an invitation, but that does not necessarily
save him.

• A person can declare publicly that he is saved, but that does
not necessarily mean that he is.

• A person can be baptized as a means of public confession of
and identification with Christ, but that does not save him.

• A person can join a church, but that does not save him.

Just because a person does one of these common things
does not mean he is saved – but it also does not mean that
he is not! Only God really knows, although genuine salvation
will produce spiritual fruit in the person’s life.

*Believing in Christ for salvation is done with the heart and
mind while confessing faith in Christ before men can be done
in any number of different public ways.*

Assignment: Why do we need to be careful about requiring any
specific method of receiving Christ by faith?
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c. Reminders about salvation and evangelism

1. Our responsibility is to proclaim the true Gospel – response
to the Gospel is God’s responsibility.
Ac. 17:32-33

2. One must know he is lost before he can be saved.
Ro. 3:9-18
Paul used most of the first 3 chapters of Romans proving
man’s lostness before he presented the Gospel!

3. We cannot save anyone – it is by God’s power in the
Gospel.
Ro. 1:16-17
Lk. 18:26-27

4. We are only channels of communication through whom the
Holy Spirit
• convicts of sin
• cleanses from sin
• converts and causes new birth.
Jn. 16:7-11
Tit. 3:4-7
1 Th. 1:4-5

5. Insight and understanding into the truth of the Gospel and
the reality of Christ is by divine revelation.
Mt. 16:16-17
2 Co. 3:16-17
2 Co. 4:1-7
Gal. 1:11-12

6. Real knowledge and spiritual understanding comes as a
result of exercising faith.
Jn. 7:10-17
1 Co. 2:1-5, 14

7. Salvation is by grace alone through faith in Christ by which
we experience a personal conversion.
Eph. 2:8-9

8. Only God knows who are the elect – therefore
• election is God’s business
• evangelism is our business.
Jn. 6:44
Ac. 13:44-48
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9. God’s heart desire is for all to believe and salvation is
available to all, although not all choose to believe.
Jn. 3:16-18

10. God’s “settled will” is that those who do believe in Christ
will be saved.
Jn. 6:38-40

11. Heaven and hell are both real.
Lk. 16:19-31
Rev. 20:11-15
Rev. 21-22

12. Eternal destiny is determined by one’s personal response to
God.
Jn. 3:36
2 Th. 1:5-10

*Evangelism is proclaiming the Good News that all who
place their faith in Christ will be

saved from – hell
• sin and
• separation from God for eternity in the lake of fire

saved to – heaven
• righteousness and
• eternal life with God forever*

Evangelism in a very real sense is making all men aware that the
Gospel offers only 2 options:

• receive Christ, be released from sin, be saved and with
God forever

or
• reject Christ, remain in sin, stay lost and be separated from

God forever.

Tell men the Gospel – teach them the consequences:

• Receive the good news and reap the blessings – heaven
• Reject the good news and reap the bad news – hell.

Assignment: Do you disagree with any of these statements about
evangelism and salvation?  If so, why?
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2. False “gospels”

There are many false versions of the Gospel being preached
today. The same was true in New Testament times. If you
know the true Gospel then you will be able to discern false
gospels.

Unfortunately many people hearing the “gospel” for the first
time respond to what they think is true, when in fact, it is not.
A person cannot be saved by believing a false gospel – it is only
the “truth that will set you free” from sin.
Jn. 8:31-32
Php. 1:15-18

False “gospels” usually focus on the same basic fallacies:

a. False “gospels” don’t match up with Scripture

Any “gospel” which is inconsistent with or different from
the clear teachings of the Bible is false.
Gal. 1:6-10
2 Co. 11:3-4

b. 7 Specific kinds of false “gospels”

Here are some of the more common kinds of false gospels -

1. Salvation by works

False Statement: You can be saved by doing good
works.

Response: The Bible says no – righteousness
cannot be gained by doing good. God
doesn’t weigh your good deeds
against your bad ones to see which
prevail.
Eph. 2:8-9
Ro. 4:1-3

2. Salvation by personal righteousness

False Statement: You can be saved by being good.
Response: The Bible says no one is really

righteous in comparison to God.
Mt. 5:20
Ro. 3:10-11
Isa. 64:6
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3. Salvation by keeping the law or a moral code

False Statement: You can be saved by keeping the Law
which will make you righteous.
Php. 3:4-9
Gal. 3:1-5
Jas. 2:8-11
Ro. 7:7-12

Response: The Bible says no – apart from God it
is impossible to perfectly keep the
Law. Break one part of the Law and
you violate it all. The Law was not
designed to save for it was given to a
redeemed people to show them how
to live.

4. Salvation by family or ethnic heritage or tradition

False Statement: You can be saved simply by being
born into a certain family, people-
group or religious tradition.

Response: The Bible says no – that is never the
basis for salvation. Everyone must
personally believe to be saved.
Jn. 8:31-47
Gal. 3:26-29

5. Salvation by religious ritual

False Statement: You can be saved by joining certain
religions and observing their rituals.

Response: The Bible says no – religion  and ritual
do not save, only a right relationship
to God does.
Ro. 3:28-29
Jn. 4:19-24

6. Salvation by human reformation

False Statement: You can be saved if you decide to and
make enough good changes in your
attitudes and actions.

Response: The Bible says no – a new spiritual
birth is required, not a superficial,
shallow reform of lifestyle.
Jn. 1:12
Jn. 3:1-9
1 Pe. 1:22-23
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7. Salvation by superior knowledge

False Statement: You can be saved by having enough
human knowledge and insight about
God and the world.

Response: The Bible says no – man’s wisdom
and human knowledge will not save.
Col. 2:1-8
1 Co. 2:4-16
1 Ti. 6:20

Note: And yet Scripture says that eternal life
is in knowing Christ.
(Jn. 17:1-3; Php. 3:7-9)

Knowledge which saves is not just based on facts but is
also experiential and personal:

the (head) relates to – knowing the truth about God and
man

the (heart) relates to – believing the truth by faith
the (hands) relate to – acting on and experiencing the

truth.

Assignment: What do all of these 7 false gospels have in common?

c. 18 Other examples of false gospels

The preceding 7 types of false gospels are very common
and represent what many people believe about salvation.

But there are other kinds of gospels which either

• deny a fundamental truth
• add to the Gospel or
• promise what the Gospel does not.
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1. Any “gospel” which denies the real incarnation of Christ
as a man is false.

Why? Jesus had to die as a man in order to redeem
men. Scripture teaches His real humanity.
1 Jn. 4:1-2
Ro. 8:1-4
Heb. 2:14-17
Gal. 4:4

2. Any “gospel” which denies Jesus’ bodily resurrection is
false.

Why? The curse of sin is death – both physical and
spiritual, and we are still dead in sins if Christ was not
bodily raised. The resurrection declares God’s approval
of Christ, the acceptance of His sacrifice for sins, and
proves He has broken the power of sin.
Ro. 1:4
Ac. 23:6-8
1 Co. 15:12-17
Ac. 24:20-21

3. Any “gospel” which denies the “Virgin birth” is false.
Lk. 1:29-38
Heb. 7:26-28

Why? If Jesus had an earthly father he had a sin nature
and was not qualified to be God’s perfect sacrifice.
Jesus had to be born of a woman and to be human, yet
be without sin supernaturally by the Holy Spirit.

4. Any “gospel” which promises perfect physical health in
this life as a result of salvation is false.
(See Ac. 8:9-25)

Why? The main subject of salvation is the sin problem,
not curing physical ills. (See Isa. 53:4-6 and Mt. 8:14-
16.)  Jesus in His earthly ministry fulfilled this prophecy
in Isaiah and in His death brought perfect spiritual
health.
Eph. 1:7
1 Pe. 2:24-25
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Physical ills, death, etc., are related to the curse of sin
and the human body and are not removed until the
eternal state, when we have glorified, resurrected
spiritual bodies.
Rev. 21:1-4

5. Any “gospel” which guarantees wealth and prosperity is
false.

Why? Jesus came to bring eternal spiritual blessing, not
earthly temporary material blessings.
Mt. 6:19-21, 33
Lk. 12:13-21
Gal. 3:14

6. Any “gospel” which promises that Christ will solve all
your human problems now is false.

Why? Christ came to save us from sin, not deliver us
from every problem and trial. Earthly problems and trials
cause us to trust in God, equip us to minister to others,
and enable growth to spiritual maturity.
Jn. 16:33
2 Co. 1:3-11
2 Co. 4:6-18
Jas. 1:2-7

7. Any “gospel” which teaches that sin is only a social
problem or ill is false.

Why? Sin is anything which violates, or is contrary to,
the character of God.  Man is a sinner by nature.  Sin
causes a separation between God and man and brings
death and destruction.  If sin is not real, then the cross
was unnecessary.
Jer. 17:9
Mk. 7:19-21
Eph. 2:1-3
Ro. 5:18-19
Ro. 6:23
Isa. 59:1-9
Gal. 2:17-21

8. Any “gospel” which denies the reality of heaven and hell
is false.

Why? Jesus and the apostles all taught the stark reality
of heaven and hell. Denial of heaven and hell would
nullify God’s promise of blessing for faith (eternal life)
and cursing for unbelief (eternal death).
Jn. 3:36
Lk. 16:19-31
2 Th. 2:5-10
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9. Any “gospel” which teaches a second chance to be
saved after death is false.

Why? What we do and choose in this life with respect
to Christ determines our eternal destiny. Scripture does
not teach a second chance after death.
Eze. 18:3, 19-21
Lk. 23:39-43
Heb. 9:27-28
Rev. 20:11-15

10. Any “gospel” which promises liberation from political,
military, social or economic oppression is false.

Why? Jesus came to set men free from slavery to sin,
not earthly oppression. Not once in His earthly ministry
did Christ advocate revolution or rebellion. Christ’s
Kingdom on earth now is a spiritual one. Liberation
from earthly oppression will come in Christ’s Millennial
Kingdom reign on earth.
Jn. 18:33-37
Rev. 1:5-6
Isa. 2:1-4
Isa. 11:1-9

11. Any “gospel” which teaches universal salvation for all is
false.

Why? Salvation is available to all, but not all are willing
to come to Jesus and choose to receive it. Many choose
to reject Christ.
Mt. 7:13-14
Lk. 23:39-43
2 Pe. 2:1
Tit. 1:13-16

12. Any “gospel” which requires full practical recognition of
Christ as Lord of every area of your life in order to be
saved is false.

Why? “Lordship” refers not to salvation but has to do
with yielding control of one’s life to Christ and
submitting to His will in all areas. In Ro. 10:9, “Jesus is
Lord” means He is God. It is an affirmation of the deity
of Christ, including His positional Lordship.
1 Pe. 3:15
Ro. 12:1
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13. Any “gospel” which denies that Jesus is God is false.

Why? If Jesus is not God, then He is a liar.
Jn. 10:23-33
1 Jn. 2:20-23
Col. 2:9
Jn. 1:1
Jude 4

14. Any “gospel” which denies the authority, truth and
accuracy of the Bible is false.

Why? The Scriptures bear witness to Jesus. If they are
wrong, then you cannot believe what they say about
Christ. The Bible asserts its truthfulness.
Jn. 5:39-40
Jn. 10:35
Jn. 17:17

15. Any “gospel” which requires for salvation anything
other than faith alone is false.

Why? To add any requirement to salvation other than
faith is to render the cross a vain wasted act and to
exalt man’s part in salvation.
Gal. 2:16-21
Php. 3:9

16. Any “gospel” based on anything other than the love,
mercy and grace of God is false.

Why? To do so is to attribute an impure or ulterior
motive to God as if He will be trying to gain something.
1 Jn. 4:7-12
Eph. 2:4-8

17. Any “gospel” which teaches you must give up certain
sins to be saved is false.

Why? Cleansing from sin is the work of the Holy
Spirit. If we have to give up sins to be saved, then
salvation is by works.
Ro. 5:6-11
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18. Any “gospel” which teaches you can have a right
relationship to God without being saved is false.

Why? Sin separates man from a right relationship to
God which is only restored by believing in Christ.
Eph. 2:11-13
Isa. 59:1-2

False “gospels” abound and lead many astray from the truth.

If you know the true Gospel you will be able to deal with false
gospels and lead people to the truth.

  Gal. 1:6-10

*Every teaching must be measured against the absolute
standard of the Word of God to see if it is true or false.*

See: Mt. 5:27-28
Mk. 7:13
1 Co. 4:6-7

     Assignment: Do you believe that some of these are not false gospels?
If so, why? What is the determining factor?

D. Building an evangelistic mind-set and ministry in the local church

1. Building an evangelistic mindset

a. Priority of evangelism

An effective program of evangelism in the church does not
just happen – it must be planned, implemented and
maintained!
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If a church wants
• to be obedient to Christ’s commands
• to be a dynamic, vibrant church
• to be a place where significant numerical and spiritual

growth is occurring
• to be part of God’s solution to man’s sin instead of part

of the problem
then evangelism must be an integral part of both the
corporate life of the church and the individual lives of
members.

This section is designed to assist the church in developing
an evangelistic mind-set and ministry throughout its total
program so that its outreach to the lost will be bold and
fruitful.

Evangelism is both the message and the means by which
the Gospel is made known to lost men everywhere.

If evangelism is not the first priority of church ministry then
evangelistic outreach is likely to be lacking or perhaps totally
lost in the church program.

Note: “Evangelism” as used in this course includes (as does
the Bible) both

• bringing the Gospel to lost people
• building-up believers in the Word.

Evangelism and edification must always be the balanced
focus of the church. Edification (building-up believers in the
Lord through the Word) has already been covered as part of
the educational ministry of the church and will also be dealt
with in the next section of this course under “Discipleship”.
Follow-up discipleship of new believers will be the main
subject of that section.

b. Presuppositions of biblical evangelism

The Bible assumes that certain things will be true about
evangelism in the church. An evangelistic perspective or
mind-set in the church must rest firmly on these truths:

1. Evangelism is proclaiming the true Gospel – the “good
news” of and about Jesus Christ, nothing more and
nothing less!
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2. Evangelism is the church’s responsibility until Christ
comes again.

3. Evangelistic response and results depend on God and
are His responsibility.

4. Evangelism is not simply methodology for there are
many effective methods and ways of presenting the
Gospel.

5. Evangelism must concentrate on the Gospel message
which is

• determined by the Word of God and
• delivered in the power of God.
1 Th. 1:5

That

• Jesus is God.
• Jesus died for our sins on the cross.
• Jesus was bodily resurrected.
• Jesus freely offers to all men

– forgiveness of sins
– the gift of the Holy Spirit
– eternal life in Him.

• Jesus’ offer of salvation can only be
received by faith or
rejected in unbelief.

• Jesus is the only way of salvation, for all men are
lost in sin and not capable of saving themselves by
personal merit, works or any other way.

• Jesus said that everyone who believes in Him will be
saved.

6. Evangelism requires a personal response –  accept or
deny (to ignore is to deny).

7. Evangelism brings persecution and suffering for Christ’s
sake to those who faithfully proclaim the Gospel.

8. Evangelism is most effective when the life of the
witness measures up to what he shares with his lips.
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c. Practical implementation

How then is an evangelistic mind-set put into place in the
church?

Here are some practical suggestions:

1. The pastor and elders/deacons must set good examples
as role models for evangelism.

2. Teaching on evangelism must be reinforced regularly
from the pulpit and in the educational ministry.

3. All members must be exhorted and encouraged to be
trained and to participate in personal evangelism as a
way of life.

4. Testimonies from those who have shared their faith
recently should be given in church services.

5. Regular opportunities for witnessing to the lost should
be provided.

6. Except for the times when a lost friend, acquaintance or
relative is brought into the church, evangelism taking
place outside of the church should be emphasized.

7. To get started the pastor might preach an expository
series of messages on the book of Acts to build prin-
ciples of evangelism into the hearts and minds of the
congregation.

8. The congregation could be encouraged to write down
the names of lost friends, fellow workers and family
members and to begin to pray for their salvation on
a regular basis and that God would provide them with
an opportunity to share Christ with them.

There are obviously many effective ways to begin to
build an evangelistic mind-set in the church.

But perhaps the very best way to learn to witness is
to begin to witness!

    Assignment: Can you suggest some other ways in which an evangelistic
mind-set can be developed in your church?
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2. Building an evangelistic ministry

a. Key concepts

Developing a dynamic evangelistic ministry in the church is
really a matter of

• recognizing the priority of evangelism in the church.
• teaching church members about evangelism from a

biblical viewpoint, including the enablement of the Spirit
for witnessing.

• participating in evangelistic crusades and meetings
sponsored by other churches and para-church organiza-
tions, etc.

• supporting the evangelistic ministry with
– prayer and
– discipleship follow-up.

• actually witnessing for Christ.

Note on prayer and evangelism

Prayer plays a significant role in evangelism as the book of
Acts clearly shows (e.g. see Ac. 10:30-33).  And Paul prayed
constantly with respect to having opportunities to proclaim the
Gospel (Col. 4:2-6).   Prayer should be an integral part of the
evangelism ministry. This can be done in a number of different
ways:

• through regular church prayer meetings which include
prayer for evangelism.

• by designated church members praying for other church
members while they are out witnessing.

• by specific prayers directed toward specific lost people.

*There is great power in praying for lost people.*

And while the message of the Gospel does not change there are
many good ways for evangelizing the lost.

b. Different methods of evangelism

Many different methods of evangelism were used in the
New Testament church and the same is true today. Most of
these methods are good and acceptable. A few cautions are
in order though with respect to methodology:
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• Methods must never compromise or take priority over the
message.

• Methods used must be consistent with Scripture and must
not take on the appearance of manipulation or trickery.

• Methods are not sacred, the Gospel message is.
• Methods can be adapted and changed to meet the needs of

the person witnessing and the particular audience.
• Methods should not exalt the messenger above the message.

1 Co. 2:1-5
2 Co. 4:1-7

The gospel message proclaimed in God’s power through the
life and by the lips of a godly person will produce fruit.
The biblical emphasis is on the
• the power of God.
• the power of the Gospel.
• the proclamation of the truth.

Ro. 1:14-17
What then are the most common methods of evangelism? Keep
in mind that evangelism in its purest and simplest form is
sharing the Good News about Jesus Christ.
1. Personal testimony

Statistically, at least in Western cultures, most people are
saved through the personal testimony and witnessing of a
friend or relative. The best preparation for personal
witnessing is living a godly life because it will earn you the
right to speak about Christ. People need to see Christ in us
and the fact that we care about them. “I don’t care so
much about what you have to say until I see that you care
about me.” What we say and what we do makes a
significant statement about our Christianity.

Evangelism may occur in
• a casual, unplanned way or in
• a planned/scheduled encounter.
As Christians we should always be ready to seize every
opportunity to share the Gospel.
Col. 4:3-6
1 Pe. 3:15-16
Hints for giving a personal testimony
• Prepare a short personal testimony (5 to 8 minutes)

which
– is not a personal history or biography of your life.

Remember: evangelism is sharing the good news
about Christ not yourself!
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– covers briefly
• your life before you were saved.
• how you came to sense your need for Christ

(i.e. - your lostness).
• what and who God used to save you.
• how you were really saved (by grace through

faith).
• what has happened as a result of salvation.

– focuses on Christ
• who He is.
• what He did on the cross.
• what He offers as the way to salvation.

Note: You should be able to share quickly and
accurately a basic plan of salvation (see the
Appendix).

– leads the person to a response if possible. What
will you do with Christ?

• Always be ready to give your personal testimony but
– don’t force it on anyone.
– don’t use your employer’s time for which you are

paid (share before or after work; or during breaks or
at lunch).

– don’t insist that someone respond as you did.

• Be sensitive to the person with whom you are sharing –
you may only be able to plant a seed.

• Answer from the Bible any questions which the person
asks. If you don’t know the answer, say you don’t know
but will find out.

• A personal testimony of how Christ saved you can be
used in any number of different situations such as
– visitation witnessing.
– appointment or planned encounter witnessing.
– friendship, associate or relative (family/kinship)

witnessing.

For biblical examples of personal testimonies see
Ac. 22:1-21
Ac. 26:1-29
Gal. 1:11-24
1 Ti. 1:12-17
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Assignment: Write your own personal testimony using the following as
a guide

1. Name and background

2. Life before salvation

3. How you became aware of your lostness

4. When and how you were saved

5. Life after salvation
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2. Confrontational evangelism
Confrontational evangelism can take many forms but
basically involves witnessing for Christ in situations where
you are
• uninvited.
• opposed.
• in a “hostile or non-accepting” atmosphere.

Examples would be

• street preaching.
• door to door visitation witnessing with unknown people.
• asking strangers if they know Christ or are saved.

Confrontational evangelism does not usually produce a lot
of results but is used effectively by some. The hearers
normally have very little background for reference.

Hints for confrontational evangelism

• have a short, concise explanation of the Gospel.
• be forceful and clear but not overbearing.
• don’t focus on your personal experience.
• show sensitivity and acceptance to the audience.
• try to identify with their needs.
• communicate the truth in love, demonstrating that you

really care.
• use dramatic, effective words but don’t yell, scream or

be too boisterous.
• be ready to prove the need for the Gospel and to ably

defend it.
• don’t violate laws or ordinances to do street preaching,

etc.
• expect some rejection and ridicule.
• try to draw people to a point of decision.
• be prepared to follow-up with people who show real

interest.
• come back to the same place if some interest is there.
• leave some good evangelistic tracts with the hearers.

Acts is full of examples of confrontational evangelism (see
Ac. 11:19-21; 17:1-5). “One on one” confrontational
evangelism can be seen by Jesus in Jn. 4 (Samaritan
woman) and by Philip in Ac. 8. In one case the person was
friendly and in the other somewhere between neutral and
friendly.

We really should be willing to share the Gospel with
boldness and sensitivity with everyone we meet.
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Assignment: In doing confrontational evangelism what is the best way
to start? What do you say first?

3. Public evangelistic crusades and meetings

Public evangelism is almost a form of confrontational
evangelism except that it is usually

– organized.
– announced in advance.
– involves large numbers of people.

Many para-church organizations sponsor evangelistic
crusades in specified meeting halls, tents or open-air places,
etc. A single church or group of churches can also hold an
evangelistic crusade lasting 2 or 3 days up to a week or
more.

Hints for public evangelism meetings:

• Make sure the announcements and promotion are clear,
accurate and reach the right people.

• Have saved people invite and bring lost friends, etc.
• Hold the meetings at a convenient non-religious place

near public transportation routes.
• Be certain the speakers are theologically sound, have

integrity and really have a heart for the lost.
• Organize prayer groups to pray at churches or in homes

while the meetings are being held.
• Make certain

– there are plenty of evangelistic tracts to pass out.
– trained invitational counselors are available to talk

with and follow-up those who respond.
– basic information is gathered on each person

responding.
– to try to get new converts into a local church

fellowship.
– to give basic follow-up discipleship material to

those who respond.
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Ac. 13:42-44 is an example of public evangelism in the
New Testament Church.

The main drawbacks to public evangelism are:

• the size of crowd makes personal attention difficult.
• the inability to discern the genuineness of “decisions” at

the time.
• the lack of adequate follow-up to confirm decisions and

discipleship training for those who respond positively.
• there is no real opportunity to build biblical relationships.
• it tends to promote “super-star” speakers who develop a

following.

Assignment: Who receives most of the focus and attention in many
public crusades?

4. Local church or associational crusades

At least in Western cultures, single church evangelistic
crusades and cooperative crusades among several churches
are fairly common.  Most of the comments with respect to
public evangelism also apply here.

Since evangelism should usually take place outside the
church there are several obstacles to overcome. An “in-
house” crusade is really not much of a challenge of faith for
the church.

However a few specific hints are in order:

• Remember that you are asking non-saved, non-religious
people to come to church, which may “threaten” them.

• Many evangelistic crusades/revivals at local churches
produce little results because there are no lost
people present!
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– It is imperative that church members invite and
bring lost people, or there is really no good reason to
hold the church evangelistic crusade.

• Provide adequate invitational counselors for follow-up of
those who respond.

• Make sure the love of God is conveyed by all church
members and the atmosphere is not condemning, critical
or condescending.

*It should be kept in mind with respect to all kinds of
public evangelism that the goal is not to get a large
number of responses but to make genuine disciples
of Jesus Christ.*

Jesus was more concerned about developing quality
disciples than great numbers of followers. So should we.

   Assignment: Why do so many churches insist that evangelistic meetings
and revivals be at the church?

5. Lifestyle or friendship evangelism

While “lifestyle evangelism” means different things to
different people it is defined for purposes of this course as
follows:

Lifestyle evangelism refers to incorporating an
evangelistic mind-set and ministry into the total life of an
individual so that evangelism is a normal, natural part of that
person’s life.

Lifestyle evangelism emphasizes two things in particular:

1. being such a godly example of a Christian that lost
people are attracted to you and
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2. building friendships and relationships with lost
people which provide natural opportunities for
evangelistic witnessing.
1 Th. 2:5-14
Tit. 2:9-10

Lifestyle evangelism also combats the most frequent
criticism of Christians – hypocrisy!

Lifestyle evangelism may be the most productive, biblical
approach to witnessing for Christ. Really it is the method
employed most by Jesus and the New Testament Church.

In lifestyle evangelism you don’t end up with a stranger
sharing the Gospel with a stranger but a friend with a friend.
In other words, the Gospel is presented in the context of a
living, growing relationship so that discipleship will be the
natural by-product and the sharer’s life becomes as much a
part of their personal testimony as does what they say!

Public evangelism = sharing the Gospel in a hostile
non-relational setting.

Lifestyle evangelism  = sharing the Gospel in a friendly
relationship context.

Which is most likely to produce lasting fruit in the form of
disciples of Jesus Christ?

The answer is obvious.

But lifestyle evangelism takes time, effort and commit-
ment and therein lies the main drawback – for not many
Christians are really willing to get that involved in other
people’s lives for the sake of Christ.

Hints for lifestyle evangelism:

These principles apply equally well in the community where
you live or the place where you work. These principles are
also the key to effective family and kinship evangelism.

• Consistently live out (model) your Christianity in every-
thing you say and do.
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• Don’t conform to the world’s way of thinking and
acting or operate by the world’s value system.

• As situations arise make your convictions known
without using too much religious language or being
“preachy”.

• Select one or more people in your family, office or
community whom you think are probably not saved.
Then try to naturally develop a friendship with them
through conversation and common activities.

• Take any normal opportunity which occurs to get
involved in their lives. You might help with physical or
emotional needs; provide transportation or lend a helping
hand. Show people that you care about them, not just
their eternal destiny!

• After you have developed even a basic level of trust and
friendship you will have earned the right to talk about
your relationship to Christ openly.

• If you sense they are struggling with a problem or issue
you might
– suggest a biblical solution or
– relate to them how you responded to a similar

situation based on being a Christian.

• Bring up spiritual matters in a normal kind of way,
perhaps in light of current events, or politics and
economics.

Ask questions like

Are you interested in spiritual or religious matters?
Where do you go to church?
What do you think about the Bible?
How is your relationship to God?
Who is Jesus Christ?
Would you and your family go to church with me
sometime?

Don’t force answers or try to move too quickly – let the
Holy Spirit lead you in what to say and how to say it.
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• Plan friendship activities and events which do not
provide a threatening atmosphere

– arrange an office party or get-acquainted gathering.
– host a neighborhood tea or dinner.
– get together for a sporting event or concert, etc.
– invite family over for social activities, etc.

• Invite your new friend to an evangelistic Bible study in
your home or the home of someone you know.

• Start a Bible study at work but don’t do it on company
time. Have it before or after work or at lunch or a break.

• Share the Gospel openly and boldly at every opportunity
the Lord provides. Plant seeds of the truth of the Word
of God and allow God to cause the growth. For people
who don’t respond positively tell them you will be glad
to talk further if they wish at a later time. Continue to
live out your Christianity and don’t stop developing the
friendship/relationship with them. When a crisis comes
in their life they will most likely come to you seeking
help.

When you live out in practice your witness for Jesus
Christ, lost people will be attracted to the Jesus Christ
they see in you!

Christians really are “living letters” of Christ read by other
people. In fact the only Jesus most lost people see is what
they see in the lives of Christians.

Mt. 5:14-16
Php. 2:14-16
Gal. 2:20
2 Co. 3:1-6
1 Pe. 2:11-17
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6. Other methods
In today’s changing environment there are new
opportunities for evangelism. For example, radio and
television can be effective ways to share the Gospel. And
while the local church may not be able to participate
personally in such evangelism ministries they can be
involved through
• giving financial support.
• prayer.
• providing follow-up.
• answering telephone call-ins.
Other means of evangelistic outreach might include

• placing tracts and Bible literature in apartment buildings
and offices where allowed.

• mailing out a one page Gospel presentation with a
response section (address or phone number to contact).

• putting an advertisement in the local newspaper with an
address or phone number, etc.

If the church really wants to reach the lost it will develop
innovative ways of evangelism.

Assignment: What are the main distinctive features of lifestyle
evangelism?

c. Different ways of presenting the Gospel

Just like there are different methods of evangelism there are
many different ways or approaches to presenting the Gospel
message. And while the basic message never changes, how that
message is presented may differ depending on the

• audience
• circumstances
• time limitations
• preference of the person witnessing
• emphasis desired.
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Many people who are effective witnesses for Christ have
developed their own style and way of sharing the Gospel
without compromising the message. The critical point is that the
true Gospel be shared (see Php. 1:15-18).

Reminder: The crucial aspect for believers in witnessing is to
share the Word of God in the power of the Spirit.
1 Co. 2:1-5
1 Th. 1:4-5

Here are some widely used but diverse ways to share the Gospel:

1. Using a prepared evangelistic tract

There are many excellent biblically-sound tracts or booklets
that are available for use in evangelism and personal
witnessing.

For example:

Four Spiritual Laws
Campus Crusade for Christ

Steps to Peace with God
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association

How to have a Happy and Meaningful Life
Dallas Theological Seminary

Plan of Salvation
Appendix to BTCP Manuals

These tracts are usually available in quantity free or at a
nominal cost. The Plan of Salvation in the appendix of this
manual represents a similar approach.  Some tracts are
available in national languages.

How to use these tracts

When a witnessing opportunity arises you can simply say
something like –

 “I have a little booklet here which explains how you can
have a personal relationship with Jesus Christ and be saved.
May I share it with you? It will only take a few minutes.”
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If the person says “no” ask if they would take the booklet
and read it later. Offer to answer any questions they may
have after reading it. Don’t push people to read the tract!

If the person says “yes” open the booklet and read it with
him or explain it to him. You should be so familiar with the
contents and Scripture used that you almost “know it by
heart” and can recite it from memory. Be willing to stop and
briefly answer questions during the presentation. After
going through the tract be sure and lead the person to a
point of decision, but do not press them too hard. The Holy
Spirit is perfectly capable of convicting and converting
without your insistence (Jn. 16:5-11).

Caution: Your responsibility is to communicate clearly the
Gospel – the Holy Spirit will convict and convert.

Present the Gospel – leave the pressure to the Holy
Spirit!

Whether they respond positively or not, leave the tract with
them and arrange, if possible, to meet with them again later
to answer questions, etc. Commit to pray for them
diligently. For those who do receive Christ try to

• get them a Bible.
• put them in contact with a good local church or Bible

study.

Advantages of using evangelistic tracts–

• gives the person sharing an outline or guide to follow
(you won’t miss important points, Scripture, etc.).

• allows the presenter to focus on the hearer and their
personal situation.

• provides a basic follow-up tool and something to leave
with the person that includes Scripture.

Disadvantages of using evangelistic tracts–

• may lead the sharer to dependence on the material itself.

• may insult some people as being too complex or too
simple.
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• may intimidate someone who can’t read, etc.

• may create the impression that becoming a Christian just
requires 4 simple steps, etc.

• may tend to make the Gospel impersonal.

Cautions in using evangelistic tracts –

Be sure to

• focus on the Scripture itself.
• rely on the Holy Spirit and not the tract.
• emphasize that Christianity is a personal relationship to

God through Jesus Christ and not a program or religion.
• determine if the tract is biblically correct.

Common elements of evangelistic tracts

While all of the tracts are slightly different in approach and
emphasis, all will focus in some way on

• the plan and love of God for man.
• the problem of sin for man.
• the provision of God for salvation in Christ.
• the requirement of responding by faith.
• the lostness and inability of man to save himself through

– doing good
– being good
– heritage
– religion.

You may decide which of these you desire to focus on and
emphasize and in what order. But they must be kept in
balance and proper perspective. For example:

Love of God – lostness of man
Holiness of God – sinfulness of man
Power of God to save – inability of man to save

himself
Reconciliation of – separation from God
broken relationship caused by sin
by God
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Tracts can be helpful tools in evangelism but they are not the
only way.

Assignment: What is the most significant advantage of using a tract?
The most significant disadvantage?

2. Using Scripture only

When you do not have a tract or prefer not to use one, it is
“hard to go wrong” by using the Bible itself in evangelistic
outreach.

The “Romans Road” to salvation is a good example of
using Scripture only.

The “Romans Road” to Salvation

I. Man’s Problem

Ro. 3:10, 11 “As it is written, ‘There is no one
righteous, not even one; there is no one
who understands, no one who seeks
God.’”

Ro. 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the
glory of God.”

Ro. 5:12 “Therefore, just as sin entered the world
through one man, and death through sin,
and in this way death came to all men,
because all sinned —”

Ro. 6:23a “For the wages of sin is death...”
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II. God’s Provision

Ro. 3:22, 24-26 “This righteousness from God
comes through faith in Jesus Christ
to all who believe...and are justified
freely by His grace through the
redemption that came by Christ
Jesus. God presented him as a
sacrifice of atonement, through faith
in his blood.”

Ro. 5:8 “But God demonstrates His own
love for us in this: While we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Ro. 5:10 “We were reconciled to him through
the death of His Son.”

Ro. 5:19 “For just as through the dis-
obedience of one man the many
were made sinners, so also through
the obedience of the one man the
many will be made righteous.”

Ro. 6:23b “but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord.”

III. Man’s Procurement

Ro. 3:28 “For we maintain that a man is
justified by faith apart from
observing the law.”

Ro. 10:9-11, 13 “That if you confess with your
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord’, and believe
in your heart that God raised Him
from the dead, you will be saved.
For it is with your heart that you
believe and are justified, and it is
with your mouth that you confess
and are saved.
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As the Scripture says, ‘Anyone who
trusts in Him will never be put to
shame’……

for ‘Everyone who calls on the
name of the Lord will be saved.’”

IV. God’s Promises

Ro. 5:1 “Therefore since we have been
justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ,

Ro. 5:2 “through whom also we have
gained access by faith into this
grace in which we stand.  And we
rejoice in the hope of the glory of
God.”

Ro. 5:5 “And hope does not disappoint us,
because God has poured out His
love into our hearts by the Holy
Spirit, whom he has given to us.”

Ro. 6:6-7, 12 “For we know that our old self was
crucified with Him so that the body
of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves
to sin - because anyone who has
died has been freed from sin. ……

Therefore do not let sin reign in
your mortal body so that you obey
its evil desires.”

Ro. 8:10-12 “But if Christ is in you, your body is
dead because of sin, yet your spirit
is alive because of righteousness.
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“And if the Spirit of Him who raised
Jesus from the dead is living in you,
He who raised Christ from the dead
will also give life to your mortal
bodies through His Spirit, who lives
in you.

“Therefore, brothers, we have an
obligation — but it is not to the
sinful nature, to live according to
it.”

Ro. 8:13 “For if you live according to the
sinful nature, you will die; but if by
the Spirit you put to death the mis-
deeds of the body, you will live.”

Ro. 8:14 “because those who are led by the
Spirit of God are sons of God.”

Another approach is to use a passage like John 4 and Jesus’
encounter with the Samaritan woman at Jacob’s well.

You might also want to review the key passages on
salvation and the Gospel in this manual.

Advantages of using Scripture only–

• not dependent on a tract.
• keeps the presentation biblical.
• provides the Holy Spirit something to work on in their

life.
• follows the New Testament pattern.
• puts them under the authority of Scripture.
• establishes the importance of the Word.

Disadvantages of using scripture only–

• some people are intimidated by the Bible.
• some people have no background in or frame of refer-

ence for the Bible.
• you cannot usually leave the Bible with them.
• may be hard to follow your presentation if you skip

around and use a lot of verses.
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• requires the presenter to be very familiar with Scripture
and able to answer many questions.

Cautions in using Scripture only –

• don’t overwhelm them with the Bible – it is almost too
much.

• don’t “beat them over the head” with the Bible.
• be prepared to provide a Bible for them.
• you may have to stop and defend the authenticity and

integrity of the Bible.

Note:  None of the disadvantages and cautions here should
prevent the use of the Word alone. (See Ro. 1:16-17.)

But it does require a great deal more knowledge and
preparation on the part of the one witnessing.

Assignment: Why is it so important that you always share Scripture
with someone in witnessing?

3. Using audio or video cassette tapes

If tapes and players are available, a tape (audio or video) can
be a good evangelism or pre-evangelism tool. Give the tape
to the person and ask them to listen to and/or look at it and
then set up a time to follow-up with questions, etc. Or
better yet, invite them to listen to and/or look at the tape
with you and then use the message as a basis for a Gospel
presentation.

For some people this will be an effective tool. Campus
Crusade for Christ has effectively used the “Jesus” film,
based on the text of Luke’s Gospel, for mass evangelistic
outreach.
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Advantages of using tapes –

• presents a visual or audible way to see or hear the
Gospel.

• may be unique and novel and thus have appeal to some.
• stirs interest and causes questions to be asked.
• prepares the way for response.

Disadvantages of using tapes –

• audio and video players are not always available.
• may overly dramatize the Gospel.
• may not adequately use Scripture.
• may lose a personal touch in building a relationship.
• hard for them to share with others.
• may be a “crutch” for the presenter.

Cautions in using tapes -

• don’t rely too heavily on such methods.
• it may raise more questions than it answers.

Assignment: Would you use tapes for evangelistic outreach? Why or
why not?

4. Using questions in Gospel presentations

Although questions are used to some extent in almost all
witnessing encounters, it is possible to structure the entire
Gospel presentation around a series of questions.

Key questions can be used for

• creating interest
• turning the conversation toward spiritual things
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• introducing the Gospel
• determining the spiritual condition of the person
• presenting the Gospel
• handling common objections
• assisting in transitions in presentation
• clarifying understanding
• drawing to a point of response
• assuring comprehension

In short, questions can be one of the most effective means
of sharing the Gospel in a non-threatening way. However be
flexible and prepared for “yes” answers, “no” answers,
“maybe” answers and “unusual” answers.

But remember – you must be able to answer adequately the
questions you ask others!

Broadly speaking, evangelistic questions can be put into
several general categories. Here are some useful examples of
each type. One or more of each may be used depending on
the situation.

• Introductory questions

– Do you have any interest in spiritual things?

– Where do you go to church?

– Is religion an important part of your life?

– What do you think about Christianity?

– Are you satisfied or bored with life?

– Does life hold any real meaning and purpose for you?

– What do you think God is like?

– Does the Bible make sense to you?

– Did you

hear that talk (sermon, message, speech) and do you
think he was right?

see that movie about... What do you think?

read that popular book titled  “______________”.
How did you like it?

– Where do you work? Do you like it?
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– Do you have a family – wife and children?

Note: At this point you may want to tell about yourself,
your family, church, personal testimony, etc.

• Discovery questions (diagnostic)

Some of the discovery questions can be used in the
introduction. However, as a general rule you want to put
the person at ease and in a conversational mood before
asking discovery or diagnostic questions.

– What really happens to people when they die?

– Do you believe heaven and hell are real places?

– Ever wonder why there is so much evil and wrong
in the world?

– Is it possible to know God personally?

– What do you believe about Jesus Christ? Who is He?

– Is man really sinful?

– Why do we celebrate Christmas or Easter (or some
other religious holiday)?

– In your opinion how does a person become a
Christian?

– Are you a Christian?

– If you were to die today do you know with absolute
certainty (100%) you would go to heaven?

– Suppose you do die today and go to heaven and God
asks you “Why should I let you in?” How would you
respond?

• Transition questions (used at different points in the
conversation)

– Would you like to know how you can be sure you
will go to heaven when you die?
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– Have you ever thought about becoming a Christian?

– Would you like to know how to become a Christian?

– Are you interested in knowing God personally?

– Would you give me a few minutes to share with you
how you can be saved?

Note: The Gospel presentation can be made at this point
using whatever method you desire, i.e. tract, Bible only,
etc.

• Presentation questions

– Why do you believe God created us?

– For what purpose do we exist?

– What keeps us from having a personal relationship
to God?

– How would you define sin?

– How does sin affect our relationship to God?

– What is the penalty for sin?

– Why did God create heaven and hell?

– Is it possible for man to save himself from sin?

– What is required to gain God’s approval and
acceptance?

– What is salvation?

– What does it mean to be born again?

– What is eternal life?
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– Can a person be saved by

• being good
• doing good
• family or religious heritage
• knowledge and intellect?

– Who is Jesus Christ and why did Jesus have to die
on the cross?

– What motivated God to send Christ to die?

– What did Christ accomplish on the cross?

– Since God is holy and just is there any other way
God could have saved man?

– What do you think faith means?

• Clarification questions

At different places in the presentation you will want to
make certain that the person is clearly understanding
what you are sharing.

– Does this make sense to you?

– Am I being clear?

– Do you have any questions?

– Would you tell me in your own words what I have
just stated?

– Do you agree with this statement?

– Do you understand about sin, etc?

Note: You can ask clarifying questions at any time and
about any of the concepts or truths you have shared.
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• Response questions

– Would you like to be saved right now?

– Is trusting Christ something you would like to do?

– Is there anything which would keep you from
receiving Jesus as your Savior right now?

– If you desired to be saved what would you have to
do?

Note: If the person responds “yes” you can proceed to
lead them in a prayer or statement of commitment like

“I believe Jesus is God and He came to die on the
cross for my sins.

I believe God raised Jesus from the dead.

I am a sinner whose relationship with God is
broken.

I cannot save myself.

Lord, I want to be saved and right now by faith I
receive Jesus Christ as my savior and claim the
forgiveness of my sins based on His shed blood on
the cross.

Thank you God for

• saving me from my sins
• assuring me of eternal life
• giving me the Holy Spirit to live in me.”

If the person responds “no, not right now”

• don’t push them.
• carefully ask why.
• ask if you can answer any more questions.
• ask permission to pray for them.
• try to set up a follow-up meeting.
• leave them with some Gospel literature.
• continue to pray for them.
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• Assurance questions

– Is there any way you can nullify or cancel what you
have just done? Why not?

– On what basis are we kept saved?

– How do you know you are saved forever?

– Can you lose your salvation?

– Do you know what you have just done? What are
the results?

Note: While we will deal with basic follow-up later, you
might want to suggest they read over and over again:

Jn. 10:1-30 (especially vs. 29-30)
Ro. 8:1-17, 28-39 (especially vs. 16, 38-39)
1 Jn. 5:1-15, 18-20 (especially vs. 11-13)

Reminders:

Communicate the Gospel

• clearly
• accurately
• in love
• with sensitivity
• in a caring manner
• in the power of the Spirit.

Witnessing in the light of truth will lead the lost to
want to be saved.

Assignment: What is the main disadvantage in using questions?
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5. Other methods of presentation

There are many other effective ways to share the Gospel – you
can be creative as long as you are biblical!

For example, evangelist Larry Moyer has developed a simple
Gospel presentation called

“Bad News, Good News”

in which he uses key verses in the Bible to share:

The bad news about man’s sin.
The good news about God’s salvation.
Ro. 6:23 can be used as a good introduction to the presentation.

It is a very effective way to communicate the truth. You can
develop and design your own.

However, be careful

• not to use gimmicks or trickery.
• not to deceive.
• not to rely on your methods but on God’s message.
• not to draw attention to yourself but to Christ.

A good Gospel presentation will impress the hearer with the
significance of –

The Person of the Savior and the message of salvation not the
presenter and his method.

d. Different kinds of evangelism training

The church needs to have a comprehensive training program in
place at all times to equip the members to share their faith on a
regular basis.

If the church is associated with a denomination or mission
agency, they will likely have both training materials and
programs available for use in the local church.
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Any good evangelistic church will include as a part of its
evangelism ministry several different types of training:

1. Developing a personal testimony

The simplest and sometimes most effective method of
evangelism is a believer’s personal testimony focusing on
who Christ is and what He has done in the believer’s life.

Training for each member should include

• publicly giving their personal testimony.
• writing out their testimony to be reviewed and

evaluated.
• “practice sharing” with another believer.
• going out on a regular basis with another believer to

share their testimony on an evangelistic visit.
• sharing their testimony at every opportunity.

2. Evangelism Explosion

This training program developed by Dr. James Kennedy of
Coral Gables, Florida, is available in many parts of the world
and has proven to be a productive biblical method for
learning to be a witnessing Christian.  The instruction can
take up to 18 weeks and requires a lot of commitment but is
worth the effort.  The training program focuses on

• developing a personal testimony.

• learning how to ask questions to discover the
person’s background
– vocation
– family
– religion/church/etc.

• learning to ask 2 key diagnostic questions to determine
the spiritual condition of the person (i.e. – lost, saved or
unsure).

1. “Have you come to the place in your spiritual life
where you know for certain that if you were to die
today you would go to heaven?”
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2. “Suppose you were to die tonight and stand before
God and He were to say to you, “Why should I let
you into heaven?” What would you say?”

The answers to these questions or some variation of
them are then used as the basis for proceeding with
more questions or a Gospel presentation or assurance of
salvation.

• memorization of the key Bible verses on salvation
like Ro. 3:23; Ro. 6:23; Eph. 2:8-9; Jn. 1:1, 14;
3:16; etc.

• learning a simple Gospel presentation and how to
lead the person to a point of response.

• practicing with a team partner.

• going out with a team partner to observe them in
action and silently pray for them and the lost person
during the visit.

• going out as the lead sharer on a team.

Note: the program can be modified into a shorter period
of time and put into place quickly.

3. Special seminars

The pastor or an outside speaker can hold periodic training
seminars of as little as one day to basically equip and exhort
people to share their faith.

4. Lifestyle evangelism training

There should be resources available to train members in
lifestyle evangelism. The training could be conducted by
special speakers or those members who have been
previously trained and are actively involved.
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Lifestyle evangelism training includes instruction in

• building friendships.
• recognizing personality types and traits.
• meeting the needs of people.
• finding ways to become genuinely involved in people’s

lives.
• living godly lives in an ungodly world.
• preparing an effective personal testimony and Gospel

presentation.
• learning to defend the Gospel and answer common

questions and objections.
• getting involved under the supervision of an experienced

member.

5. Child evangelism training

Since at least 75% (3 out of 4) of all believers come to
know Christ by the age of 15, it is imperative that good
methods of childhood evangelism be developed.  Child
Evangelism Fellowship and most evangelistic organizations
offer specialized training in witnessing to children.  “Sunday
School” or Bible studies for children at church are also a
good way for presenting the Gospel to children through Old
Testament narratives and New Testament stories and
parables.  Any child who has the capacity to make clear
choices and knows right from wrong is old enough to be
saved. If they can understand sin, the need of a Savior and
comprehend “faith”, they are of sufficient age to be saved.
The older a person gets the more difficult it becomes to be
saved, humanly speaking.  A child’s curiosity, humility,
dependency, and excitement can all be used to advantage.
The Christian home is the best place to win children to the
Lord. (See 2 Ti. 1:4-5; 2 Ti. 3:14-15; Ps. 78:1-8.)

Note: Children should not be neglected in terms of
evangelistic outreach, but it may require specialized training.
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Assignment: What are some cultural and other factors which often
result in children being ignored in evangelism outreach?

6. Ongoing outreach evangelism

Perhaps the best way to train people in evangelism is for
them to have regular opportunities to share their faith.

Any believer can relate

• how Christ saved them
• a few key Bible verses
• a simple evangelistic tract
• a basic Gospel presentation.

But the church must provide and encourage regular
occasions where church members can become involved.
Modeling evangelism by the church staff and concerted
prayer will go a long way to build up such a ministry.

Evangelism by example makes for an effective
equipping ministry.

• Developing basic evangelistic follow-up

While the subject of follow-up discipleship of new
believers will be covered later in this course, a few key
ideas are in order here.

– For the person who does not respond positively to
a Gospel presentation:

• Leave them with a tract or Bible where possible.
• Pray with them then if they will let you.
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• Make a follow-up appointment.
• Pray for them later.

– For the person who does respond to the Gospel and
is saved:

• Leave them a tract or Bible where possible.

• Pray with them then.

• Make a follow-up appointment.

• Pray for them later about
– provision of assurance of salvation
– protection from Satan, etc.

• Provide them with some basic follow-up
material which will begin to
– ground them in the faith
– grow them up in the Lord.

• Basic follow up material should include
emphasis on
– assurance of salvation
– results of salvation
– prayer
– ministry of the Holy Spirit
– Bible reading
– worship
– fellowship
– witnessing
– process of growing to maturity
– position in Christ.

Note: Specific examples of material will be
provided later in this manual.

• Get them involved with
– a local church or
– a Bible study group or
– another Christian who can disciple them.

It is critical that new Christians do not remain as
converts to Christianity but become committed
followers of Jesus Christ!
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• Defeating typical excuses for not witnessing

There has always been a great deal of “inertia” to
overcome in getting people personally involved in
evangelism. A number of common objections and
hindrances to evangelism have developed over the years:

Hindrances/Objections Responses

1. “Evangelism is for pastors 1. Yes, but it is also
and professionals.” commanded for all

believers.
Ac. 1:8
2 Co. 5:18-21

2. “I don’t know how.” 2. Okay, we will train you.
2 Ti. 3:15-17
Eph. 4:11-12

3. “I am afraid of doing it alone.”  3.   Christ promised to be with
you and we will provide
someone to go with you
who has been trained.
Mt. 28:18-20
Lk. 9:1-6
Lk. 10:1-4

4. “I am not a good speaker 4. Rely on the Holy Spirit to
and don’t know what to say. speak through you. Just
I’ll be embarrassed.” share who Christ is and

what He has done in your
life.
Mt. 10:17-20
Lk. 21:14-15
Ac. 6:8-10

5. “I fear rejection by people.” 5. People will not reject you
but Christ. Whose
acceptance are you
seeking?
Lk. 10:16
Jn. 12:42-43
Jn. 15:18-21
1 Th. 2:4-6
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Hindrances/Objections Responses

6. “I won’t be successful.” 6. God called you to be a
witness – response is His
problem.
1 Co. 3:5-7
Lk. 18:26-27
Ro. 15:17-18

The best way to overcome fear and hindrances to
evangelism is to become involved in evangelism and see
God’s faithfulness, power and provision.

But, in fact, the greatest single obstacle to
evangelism always has been and still is

disobedience

on the part of God’s people.
Ac. 26:19-20
Lk. 6:46
Ro. 10:11-15

Assignment: What is the most common excuse or reason which you
give for not witnessing?

• Results of failing to witness

What happens when we fail to witness?

− We rebel against God’s Word.
1 Th. 4:8
1 Jn. 2:4-6
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– We prove we really don’t love God.
2 Co. 5:11-14
Jn. 14:15

– We demonstrate we really don’t care about lost
people.
1 Co. 9:19-23
Ro. 10:1

– We call to question whether we have really
personally experienced God’s love and forgiveness.
1 Jn. 3:16-24

– We show a lack of gratitude for our salvation.
1 Ti. 1:12-17

• Rewards of witnessing

What happens when we witness for Christ?

– We have the joy of knowing we are doing
God’s will and obeying His Word.
Jn. 6:37-40
Jn. 20:21
Ps. 40:6-8
Heb. 12:1-2
Jn. 17:13-18

– We enjoy the blessing of seeing others come to
salvation.
Jn. 13:17
Lk. 10:17-20
Lk. 15:6-7, 9-10
Ac. 11:18

Witnessing for Christ is both a responsibility and a
privilege – when we fail to witness we are the losers!
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E. Defending the Christian Faith

1. The Uniqueness of Christianity

The foes of the Christian faith are many and varied – they
always have been and they always will be.

Jn. 3:16-21
Jn. 15:18-25
Jn. 16:1-4
Jn. 17:13-21

For Christianity is utterly unique in several significant ways:

Christianity

• is not a religion but a right relationship to God through Jesus
Christ.
Jn. 17:3

• teaches that its founder and chief prophet Jesus Christ came
in the flesh as God to die in order to redeem men from sin.
Col. 2:9-15

• maintains that no one can come to God except through
Jesus Christ.
1 Ti. 2:3-6
Jn. 14:6

• holds that apart from Christ everyone is lost in sin.
Ro. 3:9-10
Ro. 3:23-26
Jn. 8:23-24

• states that God in love sent His Son Jesus as Savior to die
for the sins of all mankind.
1 Jn. 2:2
Heb. 9:26

• lifts up Jesus Christ as the sinless Son of God.
Heb. 7:22-28
Heb. 4:14-16
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• centers on the substitutionary death and miraculous bodily
resurrection of Jesus Christ to accomplish salvation.
1 Co. 15:1-5

• does not require man to be good or do good to be saved but
only to believe in and trust Christ by faith for salvation.
Eph. 2:8-10

• promises forgiveness of sins, eternal life and blessing with
God for those who believe and eternal separation and
punishment for those who refuse to believe.
2 Th. 1:5-10
Col. 1:13-14

*Motivated by love, God the Father sent Jesus the Son as Savior
to make the perfect sacrifice for sin so that those who truly seek
Him in faith would be saved.*

1 Jn. 4:7-10

No man-made religion is founded on faith in God who
became our Savior to do what man was unable to do for
himself!
Isa. 59:15-16

Christianity is truly

• foolishness to the natural mind.
• a stumbling block to man’s religions.
• a personal offense to self-righteous people.

1 Co. 1:23-25

In fact, the minds of unbelievers are blinded to the truth. (2 Co.
4:3-6) Only God can burn away the blindness and enable belief.
(Mt. 16:13-17)

But in order to believe people must be confronted with the
claims of Christianity. (Col. 4:5-6; 1 Pe. 3:15)

It should not surprise Christians that they must “contend for the
faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints.” (Jude 3)

Defending the faith (Apologetics) is the responsibility of every
Christian.
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And in order to adequately defend the faith two things are
required.

The believer must:

Teach sound doctrine

• Christians must know what the Bible teaches about doctrine
and practice.

Refute false doctrine

• Christians must know what other religions, cults, etc. teach
and practice.
Tit. 1:9

God is indeed absolutely unique and so is His plan of salvation.
Isa. 46:8-13

And because Christianity is so unique, it is both helpful and
necessary to understand the common objections to Christianity
and what world religions and cults teach.

Assignment:  Why are so few believers able to defend the faith well?

2. Hints for effective apologetics

Defending the Christian faith is a matter of being obedient to the
commands of Scripture. However, certain crucial considerations
should be kept in mind.

We must:
• depend on the Holy Spirit.
• demonstrate genuine care and concern for the person to

whom we are talking.
• base our case on the teachings and authority of Scripture.
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• refuse to argue.
• resist a prideful or condescending spirit.
• begin at a point of common knowledge or interest.
• carefully define the terms we use.
• ask them probing and challenging questions.
• give them time to respond.
• not push people into positions or decisions.
• leave the results to God.

Ac. 17:1-5
2 Co. 10:3-5

a. Answering 15 common challenges to Christianity

When the Gospel is presented many people challenge the
claims of Christianity or voice objections based on their
personal experience with God and their perception of
Christians. Such objections and challenges deserve a
reasonable response.

Challenge #1

“I don’t believe there is a God.”

Response:

– The Bible teaches that God exists and that He has made
Himself known to all men through His general
revelation in

• creation
Ps. 19:1-4
Ro. 1:18-20

• conscience
Ro. 2:14-16

• history and experience
Ac. 17:24-27

and holds them accountable to respond to this
knowledge.

– If there is no God then how do you explain the origin,
order, complexity and balance of the world and yourself.
Without God, there is really no meaning and purpose in
life.
Job 38:1-40:1
Ps. 14:1
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– In fact God has put into every person a longing for and
desire to know Him.
Ecc. 3:1-14
Ac. 17:27-28

– If you truly seek God He will let you find Him.
1 Ch. 28:9

Challenge #2

“I know I’m not perfect but I’m not all that bad either –
what’s the big deal about sin?”

Response:

– Sin is not measured in relationship to other people but to
God Himself. Sin is anything which is contrary to the
character of Holy God.

Sin is

– missing the mark
– transgressing God’s law
– disobedience
– iniquity
– rebellion
– lawlessness
– being your own “god”
– living independently of God.

Ps. 51:1-11
Ge. 3:1-7

– All men have sinned and come short of God’s glory –
only when you realize you are lost can you be saved.
Ro. 3:9-18
Ro. 3:23

– Sin is devastating:
– It severs our relationship to God.
– It separates us from Him.
– It carries the penalty of death (both physical and

spiritual).
Isa. 59:1-2
Ro. 6:23
Eph. 2:1-3, 11-12
2 Th. 1:5-10
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Challenge #3

“I believe God will weigh my good deeds against my bad
and I will come out fine.”

Response:

– No one can be good enough on his own to please God.
Good works will not overcome the sin problem.
Isa. 64:6
Eph. 2:8-10
Ro. 4:4-6

– If good works could save then salvation would depend
on man not God. The standard would be “relative or
comparative righteousness” between men not the
absolute righteousness of God. Only God can provide in
Christ the required righteousness.
Mt. 5:20
Mt. 5:48
Php. 3:4-9
2 Co. 5:21

– Scripture does not teach salvation by good works or
personal merit but by God’s grace through faith
motivated by His love.
Ro. 3:19-26
Jn. 3:16
1 Jn. 4:9-12

– Salvation is the free gift of God who is indebted to no
man. It cannot be bought or earned. If salvation came
as a result of works God would be obligated to save.
Ro. 6:23
Eph. 1:6-7

Missions Evangelism Discipleship

126



Challenge #4

“Aren’t there many ways to get to heaven through the
different world religions?”

Response:

– World religions are man-made – according to the Bible
the only way to a right relationship with God is through
Jesus Christ.
Ac. 4:10-12
1 Ti. 2:3-6
Col. 2:20-23
Jn. 4:19-26
Jn. 14:6

Challenge #5

“Christianity is based on supernatural miracles like the Virgin
birth and bodily resurrection of Jesus, which are not
reasonable for the modern mind to accept.”

Response:

– Miracles authenticated Jesus as to both His Messiahship
and His message.
Ac. 2:22-24
Ac. 10:36-43

– Since the God of the Bible is supernatural, miracles are
perfectly natural to Him. What is supernatural to natural
man is natural to supernatural God.
Job 5:9
Ps. 77:13-14
Lk. 18:23-27

– The natural mind cannot accept the things of God.
1 Co. 2:12-14

– One is not asked to believe in the miracles but in the
God who performs them.
Jn. 20:30-31

– Faith in God enables the human mind to believe.
Heb. 11:1-3
Ro. 1:16-17
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– Faith is not a blind leap in the dark but a bold step of
trust in the light of who God is.
Ac. 27:25
Ge. 15:6
Heb. 11:11

– The reality of God is spiritually discerned.
Mt. 16:13-17
Jn. 1:12-13
2 Co. 4:4-6

Challenge #6

How can a kind, loving God allow so much suffering, evil
and injustice in the world?

Response:

– All evil, suffering and injustice in the world is the result
of sin – it is not caused by God.
Ge. 3:13-24
Ps. 53:1-3

– God, in fact, loves kindness, righteousness and justice.
Jer. 9:23-24
Ps. 33:5

– God in His way and time will right all wrongs, reward
righteousness, and punish evildoers.
2 Pe. 3:3-13
Rev. 21:1-4
Rev. 22:1-5

– Still God uses even suffering, evil and injustice to cause
people to turn to and trust in Him and to accomplish His
purposes.
Ge. 50:19-20
Php. 1:12-14
2 Co. 1:3-11

Challenge #7

“If God is so good and loving why does He send people to
hell?”

Response:

– God does not send anyone to hell – they choose to go
there by rejecting God and refusing to believe. God
desires that no one should perish.
2 Th. 1:5-10
2 Th. 2:10-12
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Rev. 9:17-21
Jn. 3:16-21, 36
2 Pe. 3:8-9
Eze. 18:3-4, 23, 32

Challenge #8

“I don’t believe in heaven or hell – we just cease to exist
when we die.”

Response:

– Scripture teaches the absolute reality of both heaven and
hell. Heaven is a place of conscious blessing in the
Lord’s presence while hell is a place of conscious
torment separated from God.
Mt. 25:41
2 Th. 1:8-9
Lk. 16:19-31
Lk. 23:33-43
Rev. 20:7-22:21

– After death man will exist forever in God’s presence or
separated from God.
Mt. 25:46
Jude 7, 21
Da. 12:2

Challenge #9

“Is it fair for people who have never heard of Jesus Christ to
be condemned to hell?”

Response:

– All men are born in a state of sin, are sinners by nature,
commit acts of sin and stand condemned before Holy
God.
Ro. 3:9-20
Ro. 5:19
Eph. 2:1-3

– People who have heard about Jesus Christ will remain
lost or be saved depending on whether they choose to
believe or reject Him.
Jn. 3:36
1 Jn. 5:10-12
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– People who have not heard the Gospel will be saved or
remain lost depending on how they respond to what
God has revealed of Himself to them. No person ever
goes to hell based on not having heard the Gospel.
People today who have not heard of Christ are like Old
Testament people before Christ came.
Ro. 1:18-25
Ro. 2:8-11

– People who do respond in a positive way to God’s truth
will be given the light of special revelation in Christ and
the Bible.
Heb. 11:6
Pr. 8:17
1 Ch. 28:9
Ac. 10:30-43

– God will always deal justly with each person
individually, not holding them responsible for what they
do not know. (See Challenge #1.)
Ge. 18:25
Eze. 18:4, 20, 32

– Hearing the Gospel is a help to salvation not a hindrance.
Jn. 1:14, 17-18
Ro. 10:8-21

Challenge #10

“God is going to save the “elect” – if I am one of the elect
then God will save me; if I am not then it really doesn’t
matter what I do.”

Response:

– Only God knows who are the elect, and His choice is
based on mercy and not merit.
Ro. 9:10-18
Eph. 1:4
1 Pe. 1:1-2

– Humanly speaking, according to scripture no one will be
saved who does not exercise saving faith in God.
Jn. 1:11-13
Ro. 10:9-13
Php. 3:9
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– Election is God’s responsibility; responding by faith to
His call is ours.
Gal. 3:6-9

Challenge #11

“Won’t we get a second chance after death to be saved?”

Response:

– Scripture does not teach a second chance to believe
after death.
Heb. 9:27-28
Lk. 16:25-31

Challenge #12

“Isn’t God going to save everybody in the final analysis
anyway?”

Response:

– Scripture does not teach universal salvation. Christ died
to render all men “savable” but only those who believe
will be saved.
Jn. 3:16, 36
Ac. 10:43
1 Jn. 2:2
Rev. 20:11-15
Isa. 59:20

Challenge # 13

“All the Christians I know are hypocrites – why would I
want to become one?”

Response:

– The whole world is full of hypocrites and the church
always has room for one more! There are no perfect
people.

– The fact that some people’s deeds don’t live up to their
words should not keep anyone from coming to Christ.
Mt. 23:1-4
Gal. 2:11-15
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– The greatest hypocrisy of all is pretending that God
does not exist and that we are not lost in sin.
Ps. 14:1
Jn. 8:31-41

– There are always Christians whose lives are godly
examples – you can be part of the solution instead of
part of the problem.
Heb. 13:7-8
1 Ti. 4:12
1 Co. 11:1
Php. 4:8-9

Challenge #14

“Isn’t requiring only faith (believing) for salvation too
easy?”

Response:

– Christ died in vain if we must do anything other than
believe.
Gal. 2:17-21

– If anything were required on man’s part other than faith
then he could claim credit for his own salvation.
Ro. 4:1-3

– Believing is the one thing which everyone can do –
therefore anyone can be saved.
Ac. 10:43

– Actually, believing is very difficult – you must believe
what you can’t see or touch.
Heb. 11:1-6

– Salvation by faith alone may seem easy but it cost God
the ultimate price of His own Son.
Ro. 5:8-11
Ro. 8:32
1 Jn. 3:16
1 Pe. 1:18-21
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Challenge #15

“What’s the big deal about salvation – you may lose it later.”

Response:

– Since you didn’t earn your salvation by works or
personal merit you can’t lose it by doing something bad
or not doing something good.

– Salvation is by grace through faith alone based on God’s
mercy.

– You don’t have the power to save yourself and you
don’t have the power to unsave yourself.

– Salvation is secured by the very power and person of
God.
Eph. 1:13-14
1 Pe. 1:3-5
Jn. 10:27-30
Tit. 2:11-14
Tit. 3:4-8
Ro. 8:31-39

The Gospel will always stand up to scrutiny by the
severest challenge because it is the truth.

Assignment: Can you think of other frequent challenges to Christianity?
What do all of these have in common?
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b. Responding to major world religions

Special acknowledgment

The outstanding reference book by Josh McDowell and Don
Stewart titled Handbook of Today’s Religions (Here’s Life
Publishers, 1983) was consulted for some details and facts
related to certain world religions, cults and the occult.
Widely distributed, publicly used tracts and pamphlets were
also reviewed.

• Introduction and focus

The purpose of the following section is not to provide a
detailed analysis of the beliefs and practices of world
religions and cults, etc., but to survey several key
doctrines and ideas of each in relationship to Christianity.

All religions and cults must be measured as they relate to

• the person and work of Jesus Christ (is He God? is
He Messiah?).

• the authority and teaching of Scripture (on such
topics as man, sin, salvation, eternal destiny).

It is extremely helpful to at least be familiar with the
starting point and basic approach to God of other
religions and cults in order to share the truth with them
in evangelism. Only selected religions and cults are
considered here.

Keep in mind that the crucial theological issue for the last
2000 years has been and still is

Who is Jesus Christ?

How any religion, cult or individual responds to this
question is the real determining factor. (See Jn. 8:18-30)

For if Jesus Christ is who He says He is (God), then it is
all over for every other religion and cult. In fact, that is
the truth and witness of Scripture as revealed by Simon
Peter in response to Jesus’ question.
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“When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi,
he asked his disciples, ‘Who do people say the Son of
Man is?’ They replied, ‘Some say John the Baptist;
others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of
the prophets.’ ‘But what about you?’ he asked. ‘Who do
you say I am?’ Simon Peter answered, ‘You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.’ Jesus replied,
‘Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by man, but by my Father in heaven’.”
Mt. 16:13-17

And thus there is no other way to God via any religion
or cult.  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is
no other name under heaven given to men by which we
must be saved.”
Ac. 4:12

Basic format for this survey of world religions and cults

For each religion or cult the following format will be
used:

1. Description

2. Basic beliefs

• God
• Scripture
• Jesus Christ
• Salvation

3. Basic practices

4. Distinctive writings and observances

5. Evangelistic approach

Assignment: What must be studied and understood before you start
studying the beliefs of other religions?  Why?
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• Judaism

1. Description

Judaism refers to the religion and culture of the Jewish
people especially from after the time of the Babylonian
Captivity about 535 B.C. to modern times.

Just as there were diverse groups or sects within Judaism at
the time of Christ, like the Pharisees, Sadducees and
Essenes, there any many different branches of Judaism
today (like orthodox, Hasidim, reform, conservative, etc.).
Perhaps the only real binding factor among these groups
today is their “ethnic Jewishness”.

The term “Jew” originated with those of the Hebrew people
primarily from the tribe of Judah who returned to Israel
from the Babylonian Captivity. Abraham was the first
Hebrew or Jew. The term “Jew” is generally applied to all
Israelites. Christianity uniquely flows out of and traces its
heritage to Old Testament biblical Judaism since salvation is
based on the Abrahamic Covenant (see Ge. 12:1-3 and Gal.
3:11-16).

Historically and biblically the Jews were God’s chosen
instrument of redemption but rejected Jesus Christ as
Messiah and collaborated with the Romans to have Him
crucified. Christianity was and still is viewed as a significant
threat to Judaism. As Acts indicates the Jews tried to
destroy Christianity and preserve classic Judaistic religion
and culture.

2. Basic beliefs

• God

The God of the Jews is Jehovah (Yahweh) of the Old
Testament who covenanted with Abraham and David.

The Jews have always been almost unique as a people/
nation in their belief in one true God – monotheism (see
Dt. 6:4).

God to the Jews is:

• the omnipotent creator and sustainer of the universe.
• the sovereign Lord and ruler over men and all

nations.
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• The holy and righteous judge of all men.
• The personal God of the Jews who revealed Himself

specially to men like Abraham and Moses.
• The Redeemer of Israel as pictured in the Exodus.
• The special covenant-keeping God who gave the

law to and provided for, delivered and protected
Israel.

• Scriptures

For most Jews the Bible consists only of the Old
Testament books divided into 3 sections – Law,
Prophets and Writings. The Law (Torah) with the
Pentateuch as the base is the most important section.
These are sacred writings from God to the Jews. (See
Ro. 2:17-29; Ro. 9:1-8.)

The Jews generally reject altogether or ignore the New
Testament as being for the Gentiles. Jewish belief and
tradition then are based primarily on the Old Testament.

• Jesus Christ

The Jews generally reject Jesus Christ as the promised
Old Testament Messiah and Savior. Most Jews today
are still looking for a personal or national Messiah to
fulfill Old Testament prophecy and free Israel from
bondage and oppression, bring in peace and prosperity
and judge all men. The Jews could not fit together the
Old Testament picture of Messiah as both a ruling King
(Ps. 2) and a suffering servant (Isa. 53) who would
bring in peace and prosperity, and deal with sin and
judge all men.

Over the centuries the Jews have had many self-
proclaimed but false Messiahs.

Jesus Christ to many Jews was either a false prophet or
a misguided but moral teacher.

• Salvation

To the Jews salvation is related not so much to
redemption from and forgiveness of sins but to release
and deliverance from physical, political and social
bondage for the nation.
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“Salvation” is almost equated to being a Jew – a member
of God’s covenant people. And to be a Jew is to be in
the “Kingdom of God”.

Being born a Jew and keeping the law are means of
salvation. Sacrifices and works will bring temporary
atonement for sins, but it is God’s mercy that will
ultimately enable the Jews to avoid God’s strict
judgment.

Without the New Testament, Judaism is missing the key
element of salvation – the sacrificial, substitutionary,
atoning, all sufficient, once-for-all death of Christ on the
cross!

3. Basic practices

Although it varies from sect to sect, Judaism on the
whole still includes

• observance of many religious holidays, festivals and
holy days, many of which commemorate Jewish
tradition, Israel’s history and God’s past dealings
with His covenant people.

• keeping of laws, dietary regulations and ritualistic
traditions.

• strong family ties and values.
• exclusive ethnic identity.
• learning and reciting parts of the Torah.
• preserving oral law and tradition (Mishnah).

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

In addition to the Old Testament, Judaism includes a
number of significant, sacred writings.

Gemara – an early written commentary based on the
oral Mishnah.

Midrash – a commentary on the Hebrew Old
Testament focusing on the Torah.

Talmud – a written compilation of the Jewish oral
law and tradition.
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• Observances

Sabbath – the sacred seventh day of the week
(Saturday) which is a day of rest remembering
creation and the giving of the law.

Passover – the spring festival memorializing God’s
Passover Redemption of Israel from Egypt in the
Exodus. (See Ex. 12.)

Yom Kippur – the annual day of atonement in
October for national and personal confessions and
cleansing of sins. It is rooted in Lev. 16.

Rosh Hashanah – the Jewish New Year celebrated in
September – October to reflect on the past and hope
for the future.

Hanukkah – the feast of lights celebrated near the
Christmas season to commemorate the successful
Maccabean revolt to overthrow Antiochus
Epiphanes IV in 167 B.C. and restore temple
worship.

Judaism is still very tradition and ritual oriented.

5. Evangelistic approach

Here are some practical approaches to evangelizing
Jews:

• Show genuine love and concern.
• Recognize and appreciate their “Jewishness”.
• Try to demonstrate

– the inspiration of New Testament scriptures as
well as the Old Testament.
2 Ti. 3:15-16
1 Th. 2:13
2 Pe. 3:15-16

– the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy by
Christ.
Lk. 4:14-22
Ac. 8:30-35
Mt. 1:20-23
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– that Jesus is the promised Old Testament
Messiah.
Jn. 8:12-59
Jn. 20:30-31
Ac. 17:1-4

– the consequences of receiving or rejecting Jesus
Christ.
Jn. 3:36

• Remind them of their concept of “repentance”.
Lk. 13:1-5
Eze. 18:30-32

• Use Old Testament scriptures as much as possible
and tie them into the New Testament.
Lk. 24:25-27, 44-47

• Don’t try to argue strongly or dogmatically persuade
them, but share the Word and plant the seed.
1 Co. 2:1-5
1 Co. 3:5-8

• Rely on the Holy Spirit to convict, remove spiritual
blindness, deal with hindrances, and convert the
lost.
2 Co. 3:15-16
2 Co. 4:3-6
1 Th. 1:4-5
Jn. 16:7-11

A Jew must ultimately recognize Jesus as the
promised Old Testament Messiah.

Assignment: What seems to be the greatest deficiency in Judaism?
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• Roman Catholicism

1. Description

Roman Catholicism is that major branch of “Christianity”
which

– traces its heritage to the Western Medieval Church in
Rome.

– acknowledges and exalts the Pope as the earthly head of
the Church.

– views itself as the one true universal “Catholic” Church.
– places the teaching (dogma) and tradition of the Church

on an equal level with the Bible.

While most theologians and religious observers would place
Roman Catholics in the category of “Christians,” many of
the Roman Catholic teachings are essentially non-Christian
because they are contrary to the Word of God. Most
Catholics would call other Christians dissenting or separated
brothers at best. With its de-emphasis on faith, personal
conversion and Jesus Christ, it is difficult to call Roman
Catholicism Christian as a whole. Needless to say, there are
many Catholics who have received Jesus Christ as personal
Savior by faith and are thus Christians.

Roman Catholicism is especially strong in Italy, Spain,
Central and South America, and the United States.

2. Basic Beliefs

• God

Doctrinally the “God” of Roman Catholicism is essen-
tially the God of the Bible. However, God is seen as
relating to and working not primarily through individuals
but through the organized Church and especially the
Pope and bishops. And God intends to bring His
kingdom on earth through the work of the Church. The
Virgin Mary is usually viewed as the “sinless” mother of
God and venerated to the point of worship.

The Pope is said to speak directly and infallibly on
behalf of God with regard to matters of faith and morals.
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• Scriptures

The Bible is usually viewed as the divine inspired
revelation of God and is inerrant regarding salvation.
There may be minor errors and discrepancies on
other matters.

However, the teaching and tradition of the Church
are part of one “sacred deposit” from God along
with the Bible. Thus Church dogma and tradition are
of equal authority with Scripture. Roman Catholics
also hold that the non-canonical “Apocrypha”
included in the Latin Vulgate and Catholic versions of
the Bible are part of inspired Scripture. Until Vatican
II in 1962 most Roman Catholics did not have
access to the Bible except in Latin and then on a
limited basis.

• Jesus Christ

Doctrinally Jesus Christ to Roman Catholics is the
Son of God and promised Old Testament Messiah.
And while the sacrificial work of Christ on the cross
is exalted, it does not seem to be quite enough to
save and must be made personally applicable through
the Church.

Jesus Christ is seen as personal revelation from God
who must be experienced through the sacraments.

• Salvation

Traditionally Roman Catholicism has downplayed a
personal conversion by simple faith in Jesus Christ.
Salvation has been “institutionalized” and comes
through the saving sacraments of baptism and
communion (Mass) as administered by the Church.
“Saving grace” flows through the sacraments.

The inability of the cross of Christ to accomplish
total forgiveness of sins is seen in the Catholic
concepts of confession/absolution, penance, and
purgatory.

Even if salvation is by grace through faith via the
sacraments, sanctification is very works-oriented to
most Catholics.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship

142



Essentially Roman Catholicism has always
maintained that salvation is not through Christ alone
but through Christ and the Church.

3. Basic practices

Ritual and dogma still play a significant part in the
lives of most Catholics which revolve around
celebration of the Mass (Lord’s supper/
communion). Until Vatican II (1962) Mass was in
Latin and did not involve real congregational
participation.

The authority of the Pope to speak on issues binding
on Catholics continues to be a problem for many.
Papal positions on marriage, divorce, birth control,
abortion, etc., are viewed as God’s position.
Significant indoctrination in Catholic dogma and
practices continues to be stressed along with
confession to priests and penance (works of charity
and giving to atone for sins). The concept of
purgatory is still prevalent.

Belief and behavior for most Catholics is determined
not so much by Scripture but by the Church.

The Catholic Church continues to be involved in
charitable work and social/political issues.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

The Jerusalem Bible and other English and
Spanish Catholic versions of the Bible are now
available for Catholics to read and study. Most
still include the Apocrypha but at least the basic
Scriptures are in the hands of the people even
though with Catholic interpretative translations.

Papal edicts and pronouncements continue to
carry the essential weight and authority of
Scripture (infallibility) although that position is
weakening.
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• Observances

The traditional Christian holiday observances
focusing on Easter and Christmas are an integral
part of Catholicism. Again, the Mass and formal
ritual still characterize the observances.

5. Evangelistic approach

Catholics should not generally be evangelistically
approached as non-Christians, but one cannot
assume they are saved. Here are some hints:

• Be caring and sensitive to their weighty religious
heritage.

• Seek to determine how they view

– Jesus Christ
– Scriptures
– salvation by grace through faith.

• Firmly share passages like Eph. 2:8-10 which
teach salvation by faith not works.

• Focus on

– the inspiration, inerrancy and authenticity of
the Scriptures.
2 Ti. 3:15-17

– the truth that tradition must be measured
against the teaching of Scripture.
Mk. 7:1-13

– the sacrificial, atoning, all-sufficient, finished
once for all sacrifice of Christ.
Heb. 7:26-28
Col. 2:13-15

– receiving Christ by faith alone.
Jn. 6:47

– Christ setting us free from sin and
condemnation.
Ro. 8:1-4

– complete forgiveness of sins in Christ.
Ac. 10:43

• Emphasize repentance and personal conversion.
Mk. 1:14-15
Jn. 1:12-13
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• De-emphasize the Church in terms of salvation.
Ac. 3:19-20

• Remind them that Jesus is the only mediator
between God and man.
1 Ti. 2:5

• Tell of eternal security and assurance.
Jn. 10:25-30
Ro. 8:31-39
1 Jn. 5:10-12

• Don’t try to directly refute Catholic doctrine,
tradition, and practice or dismiss it lightly or
treat it with contempt.

• Try to get them involved in a group Bible study
or encourage personal study of the Scriptures.

• Once Catholics are saved and begin to carefully
study Scripture for themselves, the errors of
Catholicism will become clear.

Loud arguing will not convince a Catholic,
but loving apologetics may serve to prepare
the way.

Assignment: Why is the issue of the authority of Scripture so crucial in
Roman Catholicism?
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• Islam

1. Description

Islam is a syncretistic Middle-Eastern world religion which
was founded around 600 A.D. by Mohammed, its chief
prophet.

The Muslim faith is a strange mixture of

• Arabic tradition
• Jewish monotheism
• Christian asceticism (self-denial).

Islam claims its roots in the patriarchal fathers of Judaism,
especially Abraham. Thus Ishmael is the child of promise
(chosen seed) not Isaac, so that the Arabs are the true
people of God not the Jews. And the land of Canaan is their
holy land. The religion is primarily based on claimed divine
revelation given to Mohammed by God in the Koran.

The Koran represents the only competitor to the Bible on a
world-wide scale. So, unlike most other “Eastern” religions,
Islam claims to be revealed. To the Muslim the Koran
instead of the Bible presents the true teachings about God
(Allah), Mohammed (his chief prophet), and Jesus Christ
(another holy man and prophet).

Islam tends to be

• legalistic
• ritualistic
• militant
• all-consuming
• intensely zealous
• strongly “evangelistic”.

Every area of life for the Muslim is dominated by his faith
so that there is no difference between social, political,
military, or economic causes and religious causes – they are
one in the same. It is an act of high honor and brings great
spiritual reward for a Muslim to die in battle for Allah.
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Like many cults, Islam is built on

• revelation in addition to and different from the Bible
• following a man
• Jesus Christ not being God.

Islam claims an immense world-wide following of as many
as 900 million adherents or about 20% of the world’s
population. It is extremely popular in

• the Middle East (Iraq, Syria, Jordan, Iran, Saudi Arabia,
etc.)

• North Africa (Egypt, etc.)
• Indonesia
• India.

Strong Muslim influence can also be seen in Europe and
East Africa.

Islam, because of its history, military posture and close ties
to Judaism and the Bible, represents a most formidable foe
to Christianity.

2. Basic beliefs

Distortion and perversion of the truth marks Islam’s
doctrine.

• God

“Allah” is the one true God and supreme being who is
omnipotent, omniscient and sovereign. He is also
transcendent being far above creation but cannot be
personally known by men.

Both good and evil come from Allah, and he is more
interested in justice and judgment than mercy and grace. He
demands absolute unquestioned obedience.

The Trinity and deity of Christ are both rejected by
Muslims.

The message from Allah to men is not how to be saved but
focuses on the penalty (hell) for disobeying Allah.

While God is seen as “Father” it is not the biblical picture of
a loving, caring forgiving father, but of a stern authoritarian
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and disciplinarian who is mainly interested in obedience.

In relating to God man either lives in darkness or light based
on obeying the Koran.

• Scriptures

While Islamic roots are found in the Bible, Muslims believe
that both Jews and Christians have corrupted the teachings
of Scripture. The Koran is the book which has the true
message from God and provides the basis for Muslim faith
and practice.

The Koran is the supreme miracle of Islam since it fell out
of heaven into the hands of Mohammed. While Muslims
recognize the Torah, the Psalms and the Gospel of Jesus, all
of these have been corrupted and superseded by the Koran,
which is considered to be the “Word of God”.

• Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ is not God to Muslims but only a man. In fact,
he is one of six recognized prophets – Adam, Noah,
Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed. Since Mohammed
is the latest he is also the greatest of the prophets. Muslims
view Jesus as a sinless prophet but deny both the
incarnation and the resurrection. Jesus is certainly not the
Son of God. Even Christ’s crucifixion is viewed as a hoax
or myth.

• Salvation

The idea of sin and salvation in Islam is contrary to the
biblical teaching. Man has no sin nature and only commits
sin as he disobeys Allah. “Salvation” doesn’t relate to
forgiveness of sins but to total obedience to Allah and
absolute surrender of one’s will to the will of Allah. This is
the way to acknowledge each person’s pre-determined fate.
Heaven (paradise) is for those who obey Allah and do his
will while hell (torment) awaits those who disobey Allah.
“Salvation”, then, is by man’s works – he earns it.
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3. Basic practices

The life of a Muslim is strictly controlled by the Koran and
Islamic law. Muslims are required to accept the Five
Articles of Faith:

1. that Allah is the one true God.
2. that angels are messengers and the Holy Spirit is an

angel.
3. that the Koran is the supreme scripture.
4. that Mohammed is the last and greatest prophet of

Islam.
5. that a final judgment day will come when those who

obey Allah will go to heaven and those who don’t will
go to hell.

In addition to the Articles of Faith there are Five Pillars or
required practices of Islam:

1. Recite the Islamic creed.
2. Recite prayers and praise to Allah five times a day while

facing Mecca in Saudi Arabia.
3. Give to the poor.
4. Fast one month a year.
5. Make at least one pilgrimage to Mecca in his lifetime.

Family and marriage are important to Muslims, but both
polygamy and divorce are allowed. Women have few rights
and little value in comparison to men. Self-denial of certain
pleasures, food and drink is considered spiritual. Muslims
are sexually modest. External righteousness is stressed.

Evangelism and proselytizing by the sword are still
condoned. All wars are “holy wars” for many Muslims.
Islam enjoys both a strong cultural, economic, military and
political base.

There are various sects within Islam:

Shiites who mix religion and politics; Sunnites who
separate the two and follow the custom of Mohammed; and
Sufis who focus on asceticism and self-denial.

 “Allah” means the God.
 “Islam” means submitting of the will to Allah.
 “Muslim” means one who submits.
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Islam is both very legalistic and ritualistic. It tends to highly
exalt external religion instead of internal spirituality.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

By far the most important writing is the Koran which is
revered and almost worshipped. The other Holy Books
are full of errors.

• Observances

Almsgiving, fasting, prayers and pilgrimages are all
required. Most Islamic sects strictly regulate many
practical aspects of Muslim life.

5. Evangelistic approach

Witnessing to Muslims is not easy. Here are a few of the
reasons why:

– During the Crusades and at other times in history the
Muslims have been abused and treated as less than
human.

– The West has dominated Muslim lands until recent
years.

– Muslims are misunderstood and feared.

– There has been little missionary outreach to Muslims
over the years.

– Muslims are well-versed in their beliefs and practices
and extremely devoted.

– Muslims can live with inconsistency and contradiction
even in their own religion.

– The false Christian belief that Arabs are condemned by
God (Isaac vs. Ishmael) has led to bitter animosity.  (See
Ge. 16:6-16; 21:8-20.)

– The Bible was not translated into Arabic by the early
churches.

Actually, from the standpoint of the Gospel as the power of
God, no person (including a Muslim) is more or less
difficult to save than another!
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Lk. 18:27
Ro. 1:16-17

Hints in witnessing to Muslims:

1. Show genuine concern and respect for them and their
culture.

2. Build a friendship relationship.

3. Be well-versed in Muslim belief and practice.

4. Be patient.

5. Share your personal testimony and how God has
transformed your life. Focus on

• knowing God personally
• redemption and forgiveness of sins
• salvation by faith not by works
• assurance of salvation.

6. Read the Koran.

7. Build on the positive teachings about Christ in the Koran
and His uniqueness. Expand on this picture by using the
Bible.

8. Admit that the Koran and the Bible do not agree. Try to
share what the Bible teaches about Christ.

9. Point out inconsistencies between Christianity and Islam
and within the Koran itself.

10. Pray diligently for God to remove the spiritual blindness.

Gal. 3-4 provide excellent background teaching and biblical
perspective with respect to dealing with religions like Islam.

Don’t be afraid to share the truth in love! Challenge a
Muslim to question the truth and reasonableness of his
faith based on the teachings of Scripture.

Assignment:  Why is Isaac the “child of promise” instead of Ishmael?
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• Hinduism

1. Description

Hinduism is an ancient far Eastern religion which originated
in the 12th century B.C. in India and which is

• syncretistic
• polytheistic
• mystical
• complex

and which focuses on becoming one with the ultimate reality
of the universe through a series of reincarnations.  Hinduism
is still largely confined to India but has hundreds of millions
of followers. It is extremely difficult to adequately describe.

Hinduism has given birth to several other religions including
Buddhism, Jainism and Sikhism.

2. Basic beliefs

• God
There are many different “gods” within Hinduism but
one supreme eternal being known as Brahman who is 3
gods in one. Brahman is not personal but more like the
ultimate reality or essence of the universe – a spiritual
force of which everything and everybody is a part. It is
possible within Hinduism to be polytheistic, pantheistic,
atheistic or deistic. It really doesn’t matter, for Brahman
as the invisible essential spirit rules over all.

• Scriptures
There are many sacred writings within Hinduism which
describe and promote belief and practice but the “Bible”
of Hinduism is the Bhagavad-Gita, an epic poem which
depicts how all men can be saved by personal devotion
to a particular god.

• Jesus Christ
Hindus would generally recognize Jesus Christ as a
great prophet and teacher and even perhaps as one god
among many but certainly not the only begotten Son of
God. The concept of Jesus as Messiah, Savior,
Redeemer and Lord is foreign to Hinduism. Their
syncretistic approach would allow a place for Jesus
but not an exclusive biblical one.
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• Salvation

Hindus do not hold to the biblical view of sin and
therefore see no need for a savior to make a perfect
sacrifice on their behalf. Thus there is no sinful man
separated hopelessly from Holy God. Man is a part of
God.

Salvation is the process of achieving unity and becoming
one with the ultimate reality Brahman through a
progressive series of reincarnations of the soul. In each
cycle the value of a person’s life (his Karma) whether
good or bad will determine his next life, which may be
human or animal, higher or lower. The goal is to
sufficiently increase the moral value of one’s Karma until
it reaches Nirvana, the blissful state of “oneness” with
Brahman which ends the cycle of reincarnations.

Salvation can be achieved in one of 3 different ways.

Through works –

Whereby the value of one’s Karma is increased by
selfless obedience to religious deity and ritual. The
performance of religious duties is mechanical and
legalistic. Enough religious works in enough successive
lives will allow one to reach Nirvana.

Through knowledge –

Whereby one can be saved if he comes to the intellectual
and experiential knowledge of the truth about himself.
All sin and suffering is based on ignorance and can be
solved if one through meditation and discipline raises his
consciousness to realize his dependent oneness in
Brahman.

Through devotion –

Whereby one can be saved through worship and
commitment to a particular god. This selfless devotion is
manifested through love for the god and love for man.
Meditation along with public and private acts of worship
can thus achieve salvation. Instead of being devoted to
oneself, a person is devoted to a specific god.
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As can easily be seen all the ways of salvation of
Hinduism are directly contrary to the Bible.

3. Basic practices

It is impossible to summarize all the diverse religious
practices of Hindus – they are many and varied.

Religious practices are often characterized by:

• ritual
• chanting of hymns
• meditation
• worship of the sacred cow as the source of life
• self-denial of pleasures and possessions
• recognition of a rigid caste system which primarily

places one at a certain level in the social order in this
particular life. This caste system is 4-tiered, with

− holy men.
− rulers and warriors.
− farmers and merchants.
− common laborers and servants.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

In addition to the Bhagavad-Gita there are thousands of
volumes of Hindu “scriptures” which prescribe belief
and behavior and religious rites among the different
varieties of Hindus. Included in these sacred writings are
the Ramayana, Veda, Upanishads, Puranas and
Mahabharata of which the Bhagavad-Gita is a part.

• Observances

The religious observances are too many and varied to
detail.

5. Evangelistic approach

Since Hinduism and Christianity are at totally opposite
extremes it is difficult to find points of commonality.
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In witnessing to Hindus remember

• to be sensitive to their religious heritage and totally
different mindset.

• that they are syncretistic and will readily add Jesus to
their list of gods.

• that the striking contradictions and inconsistencies are
paradoxes which bother the Western mind but do not
have to be resolved in the Eastern mind.

• to pray for the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit.
• to focus on

– Yahweh as the only true God, who can be known
by man.

– the inspiration and authority of the Bible as God’s
only Word to man.

– Jesus as fully divine.
– the awful nature of sin which separates man from

God.
– the absolute lostness of man.
– the only way of salvation by faith through Christ.
– the sacrificial death of Christ.
– God as loving and caring and desiring a restored

relationship.
– each person as a person of worth and value to God.
– God as both transcendent and personal.
– reading and using Colossians.
– Romans 1:16-17.

Hebrews 9:27-28 refutes one of the main teachings of
Hinduism.

Eternal life is not in becoming one with Brahman but in
knowing God through Christ.

Jn. 17:3

Assignment: Why is the idea of reincarnation so popular?
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• Buddhism

1. Description

Buddhism developed in India in the 5th century B.C. out of
atheistic tendencies within Hinduism.

Buddha, the “enlightened one”, was a Hindu monk who
became dissatisfied and disillusioned over many of the
beliefs of Hinduism including the cruel, rigid caste system
and the endless cycles of reincarnations to achieve Nirvana.

As a result of deep, personal meditation the monk Gautama
(566–486 B.C.) was enlightened and learned the truth. Thus
Buddhism was founded on self-realization, not God reveal-
ing Himself.

Buddhism seeks to avoid extremes and to gain Nirvana
through a “middle path” of self-enlightenment which
ultimately leads to a permanent peaceful state of existence
without the craving of normal desires. Buddhism eventually
all but died out in India but by missionary efforts became
significant in China, Japan and Korea.

Classic Buddhism is called the Theravada School and is
found in Myanmar (Burma), Sri Lanka (Ceylon) and South-
east Asia. The more populous Mahayana School is seen in
China, Japan and Korea.

Zen Buddhism is widely known in the West as a sect of
Mahayan Buddhism which emphasizes personal transcen-
dental meditation in a lotus position. The object is to solve
the puzzle or mystery of life and realize the Buddha within
yourself.

Buddhism is one great set of paradoxes and contradictions.
For how can one deny self in order to realize self so
that there is no self!?!

2. Basic beliefs

• God

Buddhism is essentially atheistic, denying a creator God.
The universe evolved and runs by virtue of certain
natural laws. Each individual is on a personal quest to
find the “god” within him, i.e.– enlightenment and self-
realization.
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• Scriptures

Each branch of Buddhism has its own sacred writings
compiled by various teachers and adherents.

In Theravada Buddhism the essential writings are found
in “The Three Baskets”. Mahayana Buddhism contains
thousands of volumes of writings.

There is no single “Bible” in Buddhism.

Buddhists recognize the Bible as containing the religious
writings of the Jews but not as the single source of
divine revelation and guidance.

• Jesus Christ

To the Buddhist, Jesus is certainly not God and Savior.
At best he is a moral man and great teacher/prophet of
the Hebrews.

• Salvation

Salvation in Buddhism is achieving the ultimate state of
Nirvana where there is no suffering and no desire – total
peace and lack of striving. Nirvana is a condition of
blissful oblivion – almost non-existence.

Salvation is very works oriented and is found by
following the Middle Path which avoids all extremes in
life.

One must accept Four Noble Truths:

1. The reality of suffering and pain.
2. Craving and desires as the cause of suffering.
3. Suffering is conquered by ceasing to have desires,

passions, lusts and cravings.
4. All suffering and pain is alleviated by following the

Eight-fold path to Nirvana.
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This Eight-fold Path focuses on the

1. Right view – to accept Four Noble Truths and the
Eight-fold Path.

2. Right resolve – to renounce all pleasure and be at
peace with everyone.

3. Right speech – to speak truth without slander and
abusive or idle talk.

4. Right behavior – to not kill, steal or commit immo-
rality.

5. Right vocation  – to earn a living so as to harm no
one.

6. Right effort – to strive against evil and promote
good.

7. Right contemplation – to think clearly, alertly and
contemplatively.

8. Right meditation – to forsake all pleasures and
desires.

Since “salvation” is achieved by man’s own self-
realization and enlightenment and sin is merely mistake
and ignorance there is no need of a Savior or Holy God.
The body is essentially evil and must be suppressed and
controlled. Spiritual reality is the ultimate truth. Self-
denial is the path that leads to the final realization of
“no-self.”

3. Basic practices

The practices of Buddhists vary greatly but generally fall
into the category of legalistic abstention and asceticism
(self-denial). One should not
• kill
• steal
• commit adultery
• lie
• drink or use drugs.

Those of high religious orders such as monks, etc., follow
stricter rules of asceticism and moderation. Religious ritual,
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prayer and worship of Buddha and his relics and statues
(idolatry) form an important part of religious practice for
most Buddhists.

Buddhists in general might be characterized as practicing

• pacifism
• moderation
• asceticism
• meditation
• moral living
• humanitarianism.

But while much of this sounds good, Buddhism is extremely
self-centered.  All noble efforts toward others are for
ultimately selfish reasons – to help one make progress
toward Nirvana and be free from suffering, struggles and
pain, not to help others and glorify God.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

As mentioned earlier, each sect has its own sacred
writings in addition to the basic sayings and teachings of
Buddha.

• Observances

There are as many different observances as there are
sects and branches of Buddhism. Observances vary
from simple meditation to worship of a black wooden
box in one form of Japanese Buddhism. Statues, relics
and religious shrines abound in Buddhism.

5. Evangelistic approach

The approach to evangelizing Buddhists would be essentially
the same as Hindus.

However, one would want to emphasize

• that the body is good and created for a purpose even
though its desires and passions need to be controlled.
1 Co. 6:12-20
1 Co. 9:27
1 Ti. 4:8
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• that denial of self is not only unbiblical but illogical and
impossible. In fact, denial of self-existence is not
necessary when we see the reason for our existence in
relationship to God.
Gal. 2:20
2 Co. 4:10
Ac. 17:24-28

• the reality of bodily resurrection and consciousness in
heaven and hell.
Da. 12:2
Lk. 16:19-31
Rev. 20:11-15

Again, Colossians is an excellent Bible book to use in
evangelizing Buddhists.

Jehovah God as the creator and sustainer of the
universe directly contradicts Buddhism. (See Jn. 1:1-5;
Ge. 1:1-2, and Ps. 33:6-15.)

Assignment: What good practices and ideas do you see within
Buddhism?

• Animism and primitive religions

1. Description

Primitive religions take many forms but usually have certain
common elements. When encountering a primitive religion it
is necessary to learn all about the beliefs, traditions and
practices of that particular form. Primitive religions exist in
various remote parts of the world in undeveloped,
uncivilized regions.
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Common characteristics include

• lack of a written language.
• natural, material, physical culture based on farming,

hunting, fishing, etc.
• vague idea of a “supreme” god.
• fear of the powers of nature.
• religious rites related to the cycles and seasons of

nature.
• belief in many “local” gods who can be offended or

appeased.
• animism – belief that spirits inhabit natural objects such

as trees, rocks, rivers, mountains.
• tendency toward pantheism.
• tribal healing rites usually involving a “witchdoctor” or

tribal medicine man.
• ancestor veneration or worship.
• traditionally determined standards of ethics, morals,

right and wrong, marriage, etc.
• sickness as usually associated with an evil deed or

having offended a “god”.
• symbolic or real worship of objects, relics and idols.

2. Basic beliefs

• God

Normally most primitive religions believe in some sort of
“supreme deity” or universal force which is impersonal
and cannot be known. This is probably a result of
improper response to God’s general revelation. (See Ro.
1:18-25.)

Local tribal or territorial “gods” are quite common. And
while polytheism is the norm, each tribe usually
associates or aligns itself with a particular “god” to whom
they look for guidance, protection, provision and which
they worship. This “local god” may be represented by a
natural or man-made object or an animal, etc.

These “local gods” operate arbitrarily and impulsively and
are not predictable as far as actions are concerned. Angry
“gods” who have been offended are usually blamed for
natural disasters, drought, suffering, evil, etc. One can
either gain the favor of a “local god” or insult and offend
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it. Most “locals gods” are heavy on judgment but weak
in mercy and love. Reward or punishment is the order
of things. The “gods” of Greek mythology are
remarkably similar.

“Local gods” tend to be mysterious and are thus feared
greatly.

• Scriptures

Most primitive religions have no written language and
thus no scriptures although they may have created
symbols, signs or drawings to depict their god. Oral
tradition passed on by tribal elders or leaders constitutes
sacred scripture for most of these groups. Without
writings they have no external, objective, independent
standard by which to determine belief and practice.
Even so, basic beliefs and practices are very well
communicated and understood by all. Past experience is
a major source of guidance.

• Jesus Christ

Obviously Jesus Christ as revealed in the Bible is
unknown to most primitive religions. However, many
primitive religions look for a savior or Messiah who will
one day bring peace and good fortune to the group. He
is almost always a man and not a god. The prosperity
he will bring is related exclusively to this life on earth.

• Salvation

The notion of a completely Holy God and totally sinful
man is lacking in primitive religions. A sense of lostness
in terms of “sin” is usually unknown. Sin is normally
equated with breaking some man-made standard or rigid
rule which brings temporal punishment not from God
but from the group.

Life after death is a cloudy mystery to most primitives.
There may be a “spirit world” where one joins his dead
ancestors but clear descriptions and ideas are sorely
lacking. A “dream world” exists for some groups into
which one may briefly enter to escape from the troubles
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of life through participation in religious or tribal rituals
and enactments.

Quite a few tribal groups seem to have some sort of
“redemptive analogy” whereby a man takes on the sins
of the group as a way of dealing with collective and
accumulated sin. Blood sacrifices of animals are also
used to deal with sin.

The basic idea of sin causing separation from Holy God
and bringing eternal punishment is usually missing.

Since survival is uppermost in the minds of many
primitive groups salvation is normally related to physical,
material deliverance.

3. Basic practices

Primitive religious ritual is often characterized by

• dramatic enactments or plays.
• elaborate dress, adornment, etc.
• dancing and chanting.
• use of drugs or some special drink.
• fire.
• summoning up spirits by calling on objects, animals,

etc.
• self-inflicted pain, wounds, etc.
• group involvement and benefit.
• sexual enactments in some groups.

Most groups have a “holy man” who represents them
before their “local god” and who may leave them to visit
the land of the local gods to gain some benefit for the
group.

Witchcraft, sorcery, black magic, drugs, etc. may also
be an integral part of their practice. And some groups
practice human sacrifice. Many groups have a tribal
healer, medicine man or witchdoctor who administers
potions and invokes the spiritual realm on behalf of the
sick. He may also perform certain types of “surgery” or
exorcism. Sickness is often associated with the spirit
world. Breaking the law and moral code of the tribe is
quickly punished in traditionally prescribed ways,
sometimes by death.
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Religious ritual and worship usually is for one of several
basic purposes:

• to create a sense of community or oneness in the
group.

• to communicate with the spirit world.
• to become part of or participate in the life of the

“god”.
• to invoke the power and blessing of the “god”.
• to deal with a tribal problem or natural disaster.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

Again, most primitive religions have no sacred writings.
Oral tribal tradition and teaching determine belief and
practice and perpetuates the religion. Observances vary
too much to be detailed. Most groups however, pattern
their religious observances on the cycles of nature –
seasons, rains, moon, etc.

5. Evangelistic approach

Often like Eastern mystical religions, these primitive
people are syncretistic and willing to add Jesus to their
list of “gods”.

Obviously the answer is the Gospel of Jesus Christ (see
1 Co. 2:1-5; 2 Co. 4:2-6; 1 Th. 1:5). All men are lost
and dead in sins and in need of salvation. However, in
approaching primitive people with the Gospel it is helpful
to keep in mind several key things:

• Show genuine respect for them, their culture and
their traditions.

• Don’t underestimate the powers of darkness in the
spiritual leaders of the group – pray and go in the
strength of God’s spirit.
Eph. 6:10-18
2 Co. 10:2-5

• Start with God as the creator of the universe and
His general revelation in nature.
Ac. 17:24-34
Ps. 19:1-6
Ro. 1:18-32
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• Communicate clearly the concept and consequence
of sin and lostness.
Isa. 59:1-3
Ro. 3:9-26

• Show the need of a savior and how God in love sent
Jesus Christ to meet that need.
Ro. 5:6-11
1 Jn. 4:7-16

• Move to special revelation in the Scriptures and how
God in Christ has revealed Himself personally to us.
Ps. 19:7-14
Jn. 1:14, 18
Jn. 5:39-40
Heb. 1:1-3
Col. 1:15-23

• Share the Gospel and the need to repent and come to
Christ in faith.
Ac. 26:19-23
Ac. 17:30-31

• Don’t try to refute all of their false doctrine and
practices initially. Let Scripture correct them over a
period of time through sound teaching and the
Spirit’s enlightenment.
2 Ti. 3:15-17
1 Co. 2:10-14
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Key Scriptures

Here are some key passages to know when dealing with
animism and primitive religions which usually involve such
things as astrology, witchcraft, sorcery, human sacrifice,
spiritists, mediums, divination, magic, idolatry, immorality,
drugs etc. These Scriptures reveal God’s attitude toward
such practices.
Lev. 19:26, 31 Isa. 19:3-4
Lev. 20:6 Isa. 47:12-13
Dt. 12:29-32 Jer. 27:9-10
Dt. 17:2-7 Mal. 3:5
Dt. 18:9-14 Ac. 13:4-12
2 Ki. 17:16-17, 27-41 Ac. 19:11-20
2 Ki. 21:5-6 Ro. 1:18-32
2 Ki. 23:24 Gal. 5:19-21
1 Ch. 19:13-14 Rev. 21:8
Isa. 8:19-20

*Ignorance of God produces idolatry and all manner of
detestable practices.*

Assignment: Select any 3 of these passages and summarize its truth in
one sentence.

Assignment: Is a person in the jungle or desert any more or less “lost”
than one living in the city?
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c. Confronting the main cults

• Introduction and emphasis

− Definition of cults

Although “cult” generally signifies any particular
religious system it has developed into a word which
is used to describe a religious group which deviates
from orthodox Christian doctrine as taught in the
Bible.

“Cults” have experienced rapid growth in recent
years in spite of their false teachings due to a
number of factors:

Cults

– provide specific direct answers to many of the
questions of life.

– meet man’s basic need for a sense of belonging
and purpose.

– appeal to people who have had bad experiences
with the organized church.

– usually have a leader with a  strong “magnetic”
personality.

– fill a gap in people’s lives where the church has
failed (e.g. strong family and moral values).

Cults (or sects) have always been around and can
be seen in biblical times in groups like the Essenes
and the Zealots. (See the Chart of Jewish Sects near
Matthew 23 in the NIV Study Bible.) While not all
would agree that “sect” and “cult” are synonymous,
there is really not much difference.  A sect is
usually seen as a division or party within a particular
religion while a cult is viewed as itself comprising a
religion.

Early Christianity in relationship to Judaism was
viewed at best as a sect and by some as a heretical
cult. (See Ac. 24:5, 14-16; 25:19; 26:5; 28:22.)

Cults are normally seen as promoting and practicing
some doctrinal heresies.
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The cults surveyed here are only a small sampling of
the multitude of cults around today. However, this
particular group when considered together clearly
show how deceptive and dangerous cults really are.

− Common characteristics of cults

While the beliefs and approaches of cults differ
greatly, there are several common characteristics
which clearly describe most cults. These common
traits are viewed in light of what Scripture teaches.

Cults

• assert that they are the only true way to God.
Jn. 14:6

• claim to have new oral or written revelation in
addition to the Bible.
Heb. 1:1-2; Rev. 22:18-19; Jude 3

• advance novel interpretations of Scripture.
1 Co. 4:6-7
2 Pe. 1:19-21

• deny either the real humanity or the deity of
Jesus Christ or both.
Col. 2:6-15
1 Jn. 4:1-6

• attack orthodox Christianity.
1 Ti. 1:3-4
1 Ti. 4:1-2
2 Ti. 4:3-4
Ac. 20:28-31

• normally follow a strong cultic leader who
gathers disciples.
1 Co. 3:3-7
1 Co. 11:1
2 Pe. 2:1-3
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• promote salvation by works.
Eph. 2:8-10

• define biblical or Christian terms in non-biblical
ways.
Mt. 22:23-33
2 Co. 11:13-15
Eph. 5:6

• promulgate false prophets.
2 Th. 2:1-4
Mk. 13:21-23

*The easiest way to discern if a religious group is a
cult is to determine what they believe about the
person and work of Jesus Christ.*

Any religious group which denies the –

• full deity of Jesus Christ
• full humanity of Jesus Christ
• crucifixion and bodily resurrection of Christ
• sacrificial, all-sufficient, atoning, substitutionary

death of Christ
• total depravity and lostness of man
• redemptive work of Christ on the cross as

necessary for salvation from sins
• doctrine of salvation by grace through faith alone

is a heretical cult!!!

    Assignment: Why is cult membership growing and church membership
declining?
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• Mormonism

1. Description

Mormonism is the name given to the religious cult or sect
known as the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
Joseph Smith founded Mormonism in 1830. Smith claims to
have received the Book of Mormon from God which
contains the true teachings. The Mormon church is
advanced as the only true church because all others have
fallen away from the true faith.

Mormonism is known for and attracts many people because
of its rigid morals and strong emphasis on family life and
values; but it is in the final analysis the clearly false
teachings of a man about God, the church, salvation, the
Bible, etc. etc.

2. Basic beliefs

• God

Mormons believe that God has a “flesh and bones” body
and is really only a man who achieved deity – something
all men can do. Mormons reject the Trinity and teach
that there are three distinct Gods: Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

Other false concepts of God include that

– God has multiple, eternal wives.
– God the Father in a human body had sex with the

Virgin Mary and Jesus was their physical child.
– God is in the process of developing.
– There are many “gods”.
– Men can become “gods”.
– God is not omnipresent.

A popular saying of Mormons is, “As man is, God once
was. As God is, man may become.”

• Scriptures

To Mormons the Bible is the Word of God only to the
extent it is correctly translated. But the Book of Mormon
and the teachings and doctrine of the Mormon church
are also the word of God and they are correct.

The Book of Mormon contains many correct statements
about God but contradicts itself and the Bible.
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• Jesus Christ

In Mormonism, Jesus Christ is

• not the eternal son of God and 2nd person of the
Trinity.

• not fully God and fully man.
• the first-born of the spirit children of God who was

born physically by the sexual union of God and
Mary.

• greater than all others but only a special man who
attained deity by reason of his special birth,
obedience and devotion.

• Salvation

Mormons recognize the atoning death of Christ on the
cross for sins but do not hold to its full biblical meaning.

• Christ’s death on the cross assures the bodily
resurrection of all people – thus they teach a form
of universal salvation.

• Adam’s sin in the Garden was good because it gave
him the potential to be like God!  All men pay for
their own sins, not Adam’s.

• There is no hell or eternal punishment in
Mormonism. All will be saved, but some to higher
levels than others.

• Salvation comes by

– faith in Christ
– baptism by immersion
– laying on of hands to receive the Holy Spirit
– obedience to the laws and ordinances of

Mormonism.

Salvation is thus by works in Mormon teaching.

• Eternal life is the power to achieve godhood and
have offspring in heaven eternally.
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3. Basic practices

The president of the Mormon church is considered to be a
“living prophet” who continues to receive new
revelation from God and who is the authority in the
Church. There is also a highly organized hierarchy of
priests, bishops, apostles, elders, etc. who exercise varying
degrees of control over the lives of people.

Mormons have little access to the real doctrines of their cult
and are often told what to believe. Life, morals, and ethics
are tightly controlled among Mormons and their high moral
and family values are very attractive to many people
disillusioned by the organized church which seems to allow
lax morals and which does not always promote ministry to
families.

Among other things Mormons practice baptism for the
dead. Historically, polygamy has been allowed and
encouraged at least among leaders of the church.

Mormons are very devoted and zealous, being very active
and effective in “evangelism”. Mormonism claims to have
restored the church of Jesus Christ to truth.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

As already noted, Mormons accept the Bible if correctly
translated but believe it has been hopelessly corrupted
over the years.

In addition to the Book of Mormon, held sacred are the
Doctrine and Covenants (with over 100 revelations and
doctrines) and the Pearl of Great Price (books of Moses
and Abraham). By some estimates the Book of Mormon
has been changed or revised almost 3000 times! Many of
the changes are in direct contradiction to earlier editions.
There is no historical or archaeological evidence to
support the authenticity or reliability of the Book of
Mormon. The morality and credibility of Joseph Smith
are also subject to serious question.
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• Observances

Baptism for the dead, polygamy by church leaders and
the ideas of eternal, celestial procreation in marriage are
among the more prominent ideas in Mormonism.

Indoctrination, severe discipline, fear tactics and threats
are all used to keep Mormons in Mormonism. The
upright moral standards of Mormons cloud and mask the
hideous doctrine of the cult.

When measured against the truth of the word of God
and the person of Christ, Mormonism is clearly a
heretical, degrading cult!

5. Evangelistic approach

The hints given here for witnessing to Mormons apply
generally to all cults even though the doctrinal errors,
practices and emphases vary.

The goal initially is not to attack their false teachings
and practice as absurd and unreasonable but in love to
confront them with the truth of the Bible, the Gospel
message and the reality of who Christ is. Then the Holy
Spirit will have something to work on in their hearts and
minds. Generally, teaching sound doctrine and proclaiming
the true Gospel should precede refuting error. (See Tit. 1:9.)

    Assignment:   How can so many intelligent people be so deceived by the
false teachings of Mormonism?
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• Hints for witnessing to cults

1. Pray fervently and witness in God’s power.
2. Express genuine love and concern.
3. Build friendships – it is difficult to witness to cult

missionaries who are strangers.
4. Know the Bible and orthodox Christianity well.
5. Know the basic beliefs and practices of the cult.
6. Realize that the same religious terms have different meanings

in their system. Insist they define their terms, and then
measure them against the Bible.

7. Focus on the essential teachings of Scripture related to God,
man, sin, salvation – let the Bible be your authority.

8. Don’t argue their unique beliefs and doctrine – it will
confuse the real issues.

9. Ask probing questions which point up inconsistencies or
contradictions in their beliefs.

10. Be bold and patient – it will normally take several
encounters.

11. Challenge them with the full authority of the truth of the
Word of God.

12. Let them come to the realization that their beliefs and
practices do not measure up to the true God and the Bible.

13. Be careful not to be dogmatic or condescending.

Note on evangelism by cults:

Most of the cults have very effective and widespread
“evangelism/missions” programs. Many “Christians” in
traditional churches are “easy prey” for the cult missionaries for
two reasons:

• lack of understanding Christian doctrine from the Bible –
what we believe and why. Many Christians don’t know false
doctrine when they hear or read it!

• lack of personal commitment to Jesus Christ and significant
involvement in a local church.

The best dose of preventive medicine against cultism is
building people up in the sound doctrine of the Word of
God.

Tit. 2:1
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• Jehovah’s Witnesses

1. Description

Jehovah’s Witnesses was founded in 1872 by C.T. Russell
and given its most prevalent name by J.F. Rutherford in
1931. It is also known as the Watch Tower Bible and Tract
Society, the International Bible Students Association and its
followers are sometimes called Russellites.

The focus of Jehovah’s Witnesses is on

• the Second Coming of Christ
• the Battle of Armageddon
• the establishment of a “new world order” in the

millennial kingdom.

They are characterized by

• Kingdom Hall meetings
• a prolific literature ministry
• intense witnessing and proselytizing
• false prophecy
• prophetic date setting for the second coming of Christ
• legalism and adherence to strict codes of belief and

behavior
• their own New World Bible Translation (1961).

2. Basic beliefs

• God

The only genuine personal name of God is Jehovah who
is everlasting. Jehovah’s Witnesses deny

• the Trinity
• the full deity of Jesus Christ
• the personhood of the Holy Spirit who is just force.

• Scriptures

The Jehovah’s Witnesses recognize the Bible as the
Word of God as it is correctly translated in their own
New World Translation of 1961. Russell’s Studies in the
Scriptures are also essentially viewed as God’s Word.
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The Bible however, means what Jehovah’s Witnesses
say it means! The Watchtower Magazine and Awake are
both treated as authoritative in their biblical
interpretations and promote much Jehovah’s Witnesses’
theology and practice.

• Jesus Christ

As with all cults, Jehovah’s Witnesses must do
something with Jesus – for if He indeed is God in the
flesh, the Savior and Redeemer, then it is all over for the
cults! The false claims of Jehovah’s Witnesses about
Christ are among the most bizarre to be found in the
cults.

To Jehovah’s Witnesses Jesus Christ

• is a god
• is a created being, God’s first son
• is actually the incarnation of Michael the Archangel
• was in his pre-human state Lucifer’s brother who

rebelled against God.

Jehovah’s Witnesses use misinterpretations of Jn. 1:1;
14:28; Rev. 3:14; Pr. 8:22 and Col. 1:15 to try and
prove that Jesus is not the eternal co-equal of God the
Father.

• Salvation

The soul does not continue to exist after death and hell
is not real according to Jehovah’s Witnesses. One will
be saved and recreated by God to live in a body forever
or be annihilated and cease to exist.

Christ offered his human body on the cross as the
sacrifice for sin which purchased for mankind earthly
life and blessings which had been lost because of
Adam’s sin. Heavenly blessings (eternal life) await only
the 144,000 elect Jehovah’s Witnesses. Faith plus works
will save but there is no real assurance. In the Millennial
Kingdom salvation for the mass of mankind is
experienced on earth.

Jehovah’s Witnesses are in the process of helping to
bring in Christ’s Kingdom on earth. All who reject the
Kingdom message will be destroyed (annihilated).
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3. Basic practices

Jehovah Witnesses are actively involved in

• a massive literature campaign to enlighten the world
about the coming kingdom of God.

• proselyting and witnessing.
• predicting the 2nd coming of Christ and Armageddon.
• Kingdom Hall meetings where doctrinal instruction is

given systematically.  None of the prophetic dates and
events prophesied by Jehovah’s Witnesses have proven
true.  And yet they still predict dates and the cult still
grows.

Jehovah’s Witnesses do not

• use alcohol or tobacco
• allow divorce
• permit blood transfusions
• vote or honor the flag.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

Jehovah’s Witnesses have grown to over 2-1/2 million
followers worldwide through witnessing and in-
doctrination by literature. The Watch Tower Magazine
has a circulation of over 11 million copies per issue.

It is to the Watch Tower and Awake that Jehovah’s
Witnesses look for authoritative interpretation of
Scripture and doctrine. In the past Jehovah’s Witnesses
have left jobs, sold homes, etc., to be ready for
predicted prophetic events heralded in its magazines but
which never came true.

Like Roman Catholicism and Mormonism, the Jehovah’s
Witnesses place their own writings and pronouncements
on an equal level with the authority of Scripture.

• Observances

Kingdom Hall meetings for instruction of members are
the keystone of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
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5. Evangelistic approach

In witnessing to Jehovah’s Witnesses the hints for cult
witnessing generally (see Mormonism) should be followed.
Special attention should be given to the question of authority.
Here are some suggestions and ideas:

• Challenge the authority of the Watch Tower by showing
it is not true and trustworthy. All (100 %) of its
prophecies have failed!
Dt. 18:18-22
Mt. 7:15-23
Mt. 24:26-37, esp. vs. 36
Ac. 1:6-8

• Ask why all their prophecies have failed?

• State that in contrast not one word of prophecy in
Scripture has ever failed!
1 Ki. 8:56
Isa. 7:14
Mt. 1:20-25

• Point out that since the prophecies of the Watch Tower
are false so are its teachings.

• Don’t argue verses and theology until the authority issue
is settled. Is the Bible or the Watch Tower true?

• In presenting the Gospel focus on

− who Jesus is
− Jesus’ sacrificial atoning death
− the reality of man’s lostness and heaven and hell
− salvation by faith alone.

*The Word of God is in fact its own authority because it
is God’s Word and therefore true.*
Jn. 17:17
Ps. 19:7-14

Assignment: Why is the idea of the people of God bringing in His
Kingdom on earth so appealing? Does Scripture teach
that idea?
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• Moonies (the Unification Church)

1. Description

The Moonies are a religious heretical cult founded by the
Korean Rev. Sun Myung Moon to promote the unity of
Christianity in the one true church. “The Divine Principle”
published in 1957 is its “Bible”.

Moon claims to have had a vision from Christ urging him to
complete the redemption mission which Christ did not
finish during his earthly ministry. The Moonies are a true
cult with over 2 million followers who believe that Rev.
Moon is the “Messiah” for this present age.

Moonies believe they have the solution to all human prob-
lems and can bring the Kingdom of God to all men. The
false doctrine of the Unification church is substantial.

2. Basic beliefs

• God

God is living and eternal and man is one with God. In
fact, man is the visible expression of God.

God is masculine and created the universe as his female
counterpart. God operates according to the divine
principle of dualism. All of life has a dual or opposite
aspect – light and dark, good and evil, positive and
negative, male and female, spirit and flesh, etc.

God in the Unification Church is simply man in his
exalted state. But he is not the God of the Bible. The
Holy Spirit is a female spirit who is the true mother of
all people.

• Scriptures

The Divine Principle and the teachings of Rev. Moon
supersede the Bible and present the truth about God,
man, sin, etc.

• Jesus Christ

To Moonies

• Jesus Christ is not really God.
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• Jesus was a man without original sin who attained
some deity by realizing God’s ideal for man.

• Christ failed in his redemptive mission to bring in
God’s Kingdom.

• The cross was a mistake and not part of God’s plan.

• Jesus did accomplish spiritual salvation on the cross
but not physical salvation. His work is thus unfinished.
This false teaching is based partly on an erroneous
interpretation of Col. 1:24.

• Jesus Christ can be surpassed by any man.

• Salvation

According to the Moonies

There must be a second Messiah to finish redemptive
work and accomplish physical salvation – that
“messiah” is Rev. Moon. Christianity should be replaced
by the Unification Church.

The spiritual fall happened when Eve had sex with
Lucifer and the physical fall when she had sex with
Adam.

Evil and sin are basically selfishness which originated
with Satan. All people will eventually be saved. Christ
must come again to establish his kingdom on earth and
to marry a physical bride.

Sin can be dealt with by obeying our true parents (Christ
and his bride in the second coming), thus achieving
perfection. Salvation is restoration of the physical order
of things on earth centering around marriage and human
reform. Moonies also believe in disembodied spirits after
death and reincarnation.

Redemption is through restoration not biblical re-birth
and regeneration.

3. Basic practices

Moonies promote peace, unity and goodwill and seek to
bring in God’s kingdom on earth through restoration and
reform. Marriage is one of the major means of restoring
God’s order on earth. Moonies are often seen selling flowers
and preaching peace.
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4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

“The Divine Principle” from Rev. Moon provides the
authority base for the cult’s false teaching.

        •    Observances

“Mass” wedding ceremonies are often held by the
Moonies.

5. Evangelistic approach

The hints for witnessing to the cults should be consulted
(see Mormonism) – for they apply well to Moonies.

Special emphasis should be placed on

• Jesus Christ as the only Messiah.
1 Ti. 2:1-6
Ac. 4:10-12

• the finished work of Christ on the cross.
Heb. 9:23-28
Jn. 19:30
Col. 1:18-22
Col. 2:9-15

• the correct account of Satan, sin and the fall.
Ge. 3:1-7
Ro. 5:12-21
1 Ti. 2:13-14

• the necessity for repentance and cleansing from sins.
Ac. 26:15-20

• the reality of heaven and hell.
Rev. 20-21
2 Th. 1:5-10

• the real second coming of Christ.
Rev. 1:4-8
Rev. 19:11-21
Zec. 14:1-9

• the fact that Christ will bring in His kingdom.
Ac. 1:6-8
1 Co. 15:20-28
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Moonies are clear evidence of the truth of false spirits
and prophets as pictured in 1 Jn. 4:1-4.

Rev. Moon is a contemporary example of a false
Christ.
Mt. 24:4-5
Mt. 24:23-25

Assignment: What would be the theological implications and eternal
consequences of the false idea Christ did not complete
His work on the cross?

• Worldwide Church of God (Armstrongism)

1. Description

The Worldwide Church of God was founded in 1934 by
Herbert W. Armstrong to propagate by radio and public-
ations the true gospel which had been perverted by church
tradition and paganism. His magazine is called “The Plain
Truth” and is still around today.

One of his sons, Garner Ted Armstrong, has been in and
out of the ministry of the World Wide Church of God, often
disagreeing with his father over theology.

Armstrongism has gained a substantial following via radio
broadcasts of “The World Tomorrow” and its publications.

The mission of Armstrong is to restore the true gospel
which has not, according to him, been preached from A.D.
69 right before the destruction of Jerusalem until 1934
when God appointed Armstrong for this task to prepare the
way for the Second Coming of Christ when He will bring in
the Kingdom. For Armstrong, worship on Sunday is one of
the signs of the apostate church.  Note how many of these
cults teach that the Bible has been perverted when in fact
the real perversion is by the cult itself!
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Update

In 1997, a theological split occurred in the Worldwide
Church of God with the main branch recanting its heresy
and embracing mainstream, conservative Protestant
Christianity. The splinter group still maintains the false
doctrines discussed here. It remains to be seen how this will
be resolved.

2. Basic beliefs

• God

Armstrong teaches that there are many gods and the
word “Elohim” (which is plural) proves it. Further false
teachings include that

– God is a family with 2 members now.
– the Trinity is false doctrine.
– God is reproducing himself and man can become

god.
– God the Father is supreme.
– God the Creator (Christ) is great but inferior to the

Father.
– Yahweh was only Israel’s God not God the Father.
– The Holy Spirit is not a person but only the power

of God.

• Scriptures

The Bible is God’s Word but must be correctly
interpreted by Armstrong who has the true Gospel and
last word from God. Armstrong’s interpretations are
inconsistent with orthodox Christianity.

• Jesus Christ

Jesus is God the Creator but not God the Father. Jesus
became God’s son by virtue of the resurrection. Jesus is
now one of the two gods in God’s family.

Jesus’ blood only saves from the penalty of death.

• Salvation

Sin is breaking God’s laws which brings on physical
sickness.
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Salvation requires

• repentance and forsaking actual sins
• faith
• water baptism
• observance of Saturday Sabbath
• good works.

No one is saved in this life. Salvation occurs at the
bodily resurrection if the person has met the
requirements and performed satisfactorily. Salvation is
not an event but a process which starts at conversion.
Being born again happens at the resurrection.

Man’s ultimate destiny through self-reform and the
resurrection is to become God.

Some people who died without Christ will be
resurrected and given a second chance. Salvation comes
as a result of the Second Coming not the first.

True Christians will be resurrected and changed to
become God while the wicked will die and be annihi-
lated. Thus hell and eternal punishment are not real.

3. Basic practices

Armstrong teaches vehemently that the Christian practice of
worshipping on Sunday is the mark of the Beast (see Rev.
13). Thus they falsely teach that the Sabbath is the real day
of worship for true Christians.

Armstrong has also wrongly predicted the Second Coming
of Christ in 1972. False prophesy and prediction of end time
events are part of his ministry which teaches that the United
States and Britain have taken the place of the ten lost tribes
of Israel.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

“The World Tomorrow” magazine and many pamphlets
outline the beliefs and practice of this cult. Scripture
takes a “back seat” to Armstrong’s interpretation of it.
Armstrong has written numerous books outlining his
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theology which is perpetuated through his magazines
and radio shows. God’s Word is what Armstrong says it
is.

• Observances

The most distinctive, though not unique, practice is
church worship on Saturday (Sabbath). Some other
cults follow this practice as do some more orthodox
religious groups like the Seventh-Day Adventists.

5. Evangelistic approach

The hints for witnessing under Mormonism are equally
appropriate to Armstrongism. A few things should be
highlighted:

Emphasis should be placed on the

• full deity and eternality of Christ
• differences between God and man
• personhood of the Holy Spirit
• salvation by faith alone
• rebirth at conversion
• eternal punishment for unbelievers
• dangers of going beyond what the Bible teaches.

Virtually every teaching of the Worldwide Church of God is
contrary to Scripture.

Armstrongism is a strange mixture of unique false doctrine
and false teachings from Jehovah’s Witnesses and others. It
is very little truth mixed with great error.

Gal. 1:1-2 and Php. 2:5-11 are excellent passages refuting
Armstrongism.

Assignment: How does 2 Pe. 1:19-2:3 relate to the teachings of
Armstrong?
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The last two cults surveyed will conclude this somewhat
complete picture of what the cults are all about. There are many,
many others but the characteristics are common and easily
recognized. Christian Science and Hare Krishna are
representative of the stranger cults and the extremes into which
false doctrine and hence false practice falls.

• Christian Science

1. Description

Christian Science is a religious cult which developed out
of a society formed by Mary Baker Eddy in 1875 as a
reaction against predestination and election as taught in her
congregational church.

Christian Science is neither Christian nor scientific.
It rejects most Orthodox Christian doctrine and contradicts
the facts of science and medicine.

As a result of an accident Mary Baker Eddy developed the
principles on which Christian Science would be founded.
Mrs. Eddy was supposedly healed of her back injury by
Phineas Quimby, a healer who used hypnotism and the
power of positive suggestion to heal. Quimby called his
approach “Christian Science”. Mrs. Eddy became his
disciple and apparently used his ideas.

She claims divine revelation gave her The Writings of
Science and Health and Key to the Scriptures. Thus these
writings superseded the Bible. The Church of Christ
Scientist was founded in 1879 and the name changed to
First Church of Christ Scientist in 1892. A comprehensive
church manual was published in 1895.

Its adherents may number half a million world-wide with at
least 2000 churches in the U.S.

Christian Science is built on the denial of the basic realities
of life and death and restoration to primitive Christianity,
especially the lost art of healing.
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2. Basic beliefs

• God

To the Christian Scientist God is

• the Divine principle
• the all in all
• the mind supreme, the infinite, incorporeal spirit
• life-truth-love forming the triunity of God
• the omnipotent I Am occupying all space
• the one Father-Mother of all.

Thus, Christian Science is pantheistic.

Even though it rejects the Trinity, Christian Science
falsely teaches that there are 3 gods in one:

God - the Father-Mother
Christ - the spiritual ideal of son
Holy Comforter - divine science.

The Holy Spirit is both divine science and the comforter.

• Scriptures

Although Mrs. Eddy recognized the teachings of
Scripture, her special divine revelation from God was of
higher authority and weight. The Bible, at best, ends up
in second place.

• Jesus Christ

To the Christian Scientist, Jesus

• is a human, while Christ is the divine idea.
• is the child of Mary’s self-conscious communion

with God.
• is not God or eternal but simply the ideal truth.
• did not really die.
• was not bodily resurrected but only in thought.
• is the ideal truth who comes to heal sickness and sin

via Christian Science.
• is Christ – the divine idea of which Jesus is the best

human representation.
• is not essential to Christian Science.
• is the perfect example of the unity of man’s mind

with the mind of God.
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• Salvation

Salvation is to be delivered from sin, sickness and
death. Even so Christian Science teaches that

• sin is not real
• sickness is an illusion
• matter is an illusion
• evil is an illusion.

Sin, sickness and evil are all the result of error. Christ
came to destroy the misunderstanding about sin.

The cross has no efficacy with respect to sin but was a
demonstration of love and goodness. Salvation then is
freedom from sin, sickness and death which are all
conquered by denying their reality and existence.
Salvation is through life, truth and love – the denial of all
that is bad and the claiming of what is good and real.
This basic teaching is almost like “mind over matter” –
very metaphysical.

Christian Science also denies the reality of hell,
judgment and eternal separation from God.  At worst,
when people die they cease to exist according to their
doctrine.

2. Basic practices

Christian Science focuses on divine healing – on restoring
the lost art of healing as practiced by Christ. Freedom from
the illusion of sickness, pain, etc. is the goal. Christian
Science has rediscovered the principle of healing which is
denial of its reality and thinking one’s way to wellness.
Spiritual understanding of this concept brings healing since
it overcomes the erroneous thinking of man’s mortal mind
from which comes the illusion of evil, sin, sickness and
death.

Followers of Christian Science generally avoid the use of
doctors, medicine, surgery, etc. Civil liability and criminal
prosecutions are sometimes brought when a Christian
Scientist withholds medical treatment from someone,
usually a child. The focus is more on physical healing than
dealing with man’s sin problem.
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4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

Mrs. Eddy’s “divinely inspired” writings mentioned
above form the core of doctrine and are of higher
claimed authority than the Bible. The cult also publishes
the Christian Science Journal and Monitor.

• Observances

Metaphysical healing practices characterize the cult
along with a rejection and denial of basic Christian
doctrine.

5. Evangelistic approach

Hints for witnessing to cults should be followed here along
with special focus on

• the reality and origin of sin.
• Jesus’ healing ministry and the purpose of miracles.
• the personhood and full deity of Christ.
• the efficacy of the atonement.
• the reality of sickness, death, judgment, hell, etc.
• the nature of biblical salvation as primarily spiritual not

physical.

Passages like 1 Pe. 2:21-25
1 Pe. 4:12-19
Col. 4:14
Lk. 10:25-37
2 Co. 1:3-11
are helpful in dealing with Christian Scientists.

*It would be nice and appropriate if “Christian” were
deleted from the name of many cults.*

Assignment: If you were a Christian Scientist how would you deal with
the fact that the curse of sin, pain, sickness, death is not
removed until the eternal state? (See Rev. 21:1-4.)
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The last cult example stresses mind-control, indoctrination,
“radical followers” and a bizarre Western version of Eastern
mysticism which takes many different forms such as Divine
Light Mission, Bahai, Transcendental Meditation, Yoga and Zen
Buddhism. All of these have roots in Buddhism or Hinduism.
Even the “New Age Movement” which will be discussed under
Contemporary Issues has ties to Eastern Mysticism.

• Hare Krishna

1. Description

This cult developed in the 15th Century A.D. from the
Hindu sect of Vishuism. It is known as the International
Society for Krishna Consciousness or ISKCON.

Krishnaism centers around the worship of and devotion to
one god (Krishna) out of the many gods although they are
all really one and the same (Monism). Like other Eastern
religions it teaches reincarnation whereby people go through
successive lives to pay for their bad Karma (accumulated
evil actions). Hare Krishna is essentially a form of Hinduism.

2. Basic beliefs

• God

Krishna is the original supreme “God” out of which all
others emanate or are manifested. He is not separate
from the created order but the essence of it. God is
indeed within each man and the search is to become
God conscious. All religions lead to Krishna eventually.
Like most other Eastern religions it is very pantheistic
(all is god and god is in all).

• Scriptures

Instead of the Bible Krishnas look to the Bhagavad-Gita
of Hinduism as its basic guide.

• Jesus Christ

To Krishnas Jesus is not God but only one of his sons
or masters who achieved divinity.
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• Salvation

Salvation is by works and good deeds to atone for one’s
bad Karma. It takes many successive lives to do so.
Sacrifice and self-denial are efficacious in dealing with
one’s bad Karma. Salvation comes when one’s good
deeds outweigh his bad ones and he has paid for all his
penalty which is a form of cleansing from evil. Then
salvation comes with the end of the cycle of re-
incarnation as oneness (Nirvana) or God-consciousness
(Divine Inner Light) is realized. It is a state of blissful
non-existence of self. Krishnas look within themselves
to find the good and “god”.

3. Basic practices

Krishnas practice yoga (a system of exercises for
controlling mind and body), transcendental meditation
and asceticism (self-denial) as the way to achieve Nirvana
by getting into touch with the god within you. Chanting of
“mantras” and forms of mind control are also prevalent.

Krishnas are known for their zealous beliefs, indoctrination
of new recruits and almost total control of the life and
thoughts of followers. It may be physically dangerous to try
and leave the Hare Krishna sect.

Krishna promotes the Hindu way of devotion as opposed to
works or knowledge as the final route to Nirvana.

4. Distinctive writings and observances

• Writings

Krishnas publish “Back to Godhead” which seeks to
promote Hare Krishna beliefs and practices.

• Observances

Krishnas almost continuously chant their god-name
“mantra” to bring them closer to “god”. Krishnas wear
distinctive Hindu dress and hairstyles.
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5. Evangelistic approach

Hints for witnessing to Hare Krishnas are similar to those
for Hindus, etc. But they can be fanatical and irrational, so
be careful. There is no middle ground. Christ and Krishna
are like light and darkness – you must choose one or the
other. They are totally incompatible. Present Krishnas with
the Christ of the Bible and the true Gospel and challenge
them to choose.

Good passages to use with regard to Krishnas might include
Jos. 24:14-15
Col. 2:18-23
Jude 17-23
2 Co. 10:1-6

Assignment: Why would mind-control techniques be an essential part
of the practice of Hare Krishnas?

• Summary of Cults

All cults regardless of their differences have certain common
elements:

C   – Conversion by works or self-realization/reform, not by
grace through faith.

U – Unorthodox, non-Christian, non-biblical theology.

L – Leaders and founders other than Jesus Christ.

T – Teachings and practices that lead people astray
from the truth.

S – “Scriptures” in addition to the Bible.
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All cults at their core espouse selfish goals and encourage one or
more of the following:

• humanism (man is god)
• materialism (things are god)
• hedonism (pleasure is god),

or to put it another way, they teach that

– people should be their own “god” and determine for
themselves what is right or wrong and develop their own
notions of a “god” who fits their personal desires or ideas.
(See 2 Ti. 3:1-5.)

Cults uniformly

• pervert the Bible.
• present a false view of Jesus Christ, denying His

– deity
– humanity
– atoning sacrifice.

• “play down” sin, calling it simply mistake, error or
ignorance.

• promote other writings as authority rather than the Bible.

Remember:

The standard of truth by which all teachings are judged is
the Word of God.  If it doesn’t measure up to the Bible
then it must be rejected.
Mk. 7:1-23 (esp. vs. 13)
1 Co. 4:6-7

Assignment: What one thing has impacted you the most from this
study of cults? Why?
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d. Dealing with the Occult

• Definition

Having dealt with “cults” which are relatively open and
honest about their teachings and practices, we now
move to the occult which is by nature and definition that
which is

• mysterious
• secret
• hidden
• concealed.

Our purpose here is to briefly describe and define
common beliefs and practices of the occult. Scripture
uniformly condemns as ungodly all occult phenomenon
and practices. (See Dt. 18:9-16.)

The occult seems to deal with

• mysterious/secret rituals
• powers beyond the normal human senses
• the supernatural realm of demonic forces.

•    The common list of occult practices would at least
      include:

1. Satanism
2. Spiritism (necromancy)
3. Witchcraft (sorcery, drugs, magic arts)
4. Astrology and horoscopes
5. Divination/soothsaying (fortune telling/palm reading)
6. Superstition
7. Ghosts

Note: Review the key passages listed under
“Animism” and “Primitive Religions” earlier in this
manual.

The section of Course #5 on Bible Doctrine Survey
dealing with Satan and Demons should also be consulted
at this point. For there are only two possible sources of
supernatural power in the world – God and Satan.  Even
then, Satan’s power (which should not be under-
estimated) is limited by God. Satan as ruler of this world
system and evil age has been given great freedom to
work his evil ways.
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Eph. 2:1-2
Eph. 6:10-18
2 Co. 10:2-5
Da. 10:1-21
Ex. 7:8-13
1 Sa. 16:14-15
Ac. 13:4-12
Ac. 16:16-40
Ac. 19:11-20
Rev. 9:1-6
Rev. 9:21
Rev. 22:15

These passages confirm the absolute reality of the
occult and of supernatural power – both good and evil.

At the same time there is a lot of deception, trickery, and
illusion around, which is man made, but which looks like
the occult. It takes a very discerning, spiritually mature
person to tell the difference (see 1 Jn. 2:20-27). For
example, superstitious people may be so because of
ignorance or fear of the unknown or unexplainable or in
fact may trust in magic (sorcery-magic arts).

In recent years there has been a marked increase in
occult activities which has given rise to pseudo (false)
sciences such as para-psychology which attempts to
explain supernatural phenomena in scientific ways.

Why all the interest in the occult?

• Satan is more active than ever in these “end times”.
1 Ti. 4:1-2

• The weak, false version of the Gospel preached so
often provides fertile ground for the occult.

• People are naturally curious about what they cannot
explain. Movies have popularized the occult and
many people are fascinated by the unknown “dark”
side of life.

• The spirit of Anti-Christ and the deception of sin in
the world today leads people astray. 1 Jn. 4:1-6
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• The occult offers personal involvement in exciting,
unusual things.

• The occult promises to fulfill the lusts of the flesh
and the mind.

Remember all genuine occult practices are sourced in
Satan and will be fully manifested in the Great Tribula-
tion period. (See 2 Th. 2:5-12 and Rev. 13:1-18.)

And some if not all of these occult practices are seen in
many primitive religions where the Gospel has not yet
gone. When the Gospel comes into some of these areas
there is often great spiritual warfare and a kind of re-
enactment of the book of Acts with signs and wonders.
Mk. 16:15-18
Ac. 28:1-9

All occult beliefs and practices leave out the God of the
Bible. Ask yourself these questions about the practice:

1. Is it prohibited in the Bible?
2. Does it glorify God?
3. Does it rely on the wisdom and skill of a person or

some power other than God?
4. What is its intended purpose?
5. Is it inconsistent with who I am in Christ?

Dealing honestly with these questions will usually
provide the right answer. But be careful, the deception
and delusion is strong.
2 Co. 11:13-15

   Assignment: Why are so many Christians involved in practices which at
least border on the occult?
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• Description of specific occult practices

1. Satanism (devil worship)
Satanism refers to the worship and following of
Satan. It may involve
• witchcraft
• drugs
• secret societies
• rituals
• drinking of blood from animal or human

sacrifices
• sexual immorality and perversion
• denunciation of Christianity and the church
• disregard for all law, order and authority
• “the church of Satan” which promotes

materialism and the pursuit of pleasures of all
sorts especially sexual ones.

Biblical response:

Only God is to be worshipped. Satan is a fallen
angel loosed in the world to promote evil, destroy
believers and confirm man’s sinful nature.
Mt. 4:10
Mt. 16:22-23
1 Pe. 5:8
Rev. 22:8-9, 15

Assignment: What is the attraction of Satanism? Why is it increasing?
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2. Spiritism (necromancy)

Spiritism (spiritualism) is the belief in the eternal life
of spirits in another world with whom it is possible
to communicate via a human medium or spiritist. In
the Old Testament Spiritism is sometimes called
necromancy. The hope is to learn something of
value in this life from the spirit world.

Spiritism uses trances and séances in the hope of
calling up the spirit of a dead person to materialize
and talk. Ouija boards are also used by some in
Spiritism to spell out messages from beyond the
grave.

Biblical response:

Spiritism is specifically condemned in Scripture (Dt.
18:9-12). 1 Sa. 28:1-24 cannot be used to support
the practice for it was God who caused Samuel’s
spirit to appear to announce judgment which
shocked everyone including the medium! Saul was
condemned for his action. (1 Ch. 10:13-14)  Moses
and Elijah who appeared at the transfiguration were
also summoned by God. (Mt. 16:1-13) These were
not disembodied spirits but were in glorified,
resurrection bodies. Lk. 16:19-31 strongly teaches
against non-communication between the living and
the dead.

Assignment:  Why are people fascinated by the spirit world? What do
they hope to gain?
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3. Witchcraft (sorcery/magic arts, drugs, voodoo,
enchanters)

Witchcraft refers to the practice of magic arts using
evil, “black magic” powers, drugs, casting of spells,
causing sickness and death, etc. The root Greek
New Testament word translated sorcery relates to
drugs (“pharmakia”). It takes many different forms.
Historically and traditionally witches attribute their
“powers” to Satan and often pledge their allegiance
to him. Witchcraft involves mind and will control.

Likely some witches are either demon possessed
people or demons manifested in a human form.
That they seem to exercise mysterious, evil power
is beyond question. Many tribal people have a
witchdoctor or medicine man.

There is a certain fascination with witches and it is
almost “fashionable” in some parts of the world
today to be called a witch. But the power of
darkness is of the devil!

Biblical response:

Witchcraft is Satan inspired, demonic activity which
the Bible consistently condemns and warns against.
For one can easily come under the sinister influence
of Satan by “playing around” with witchcraft.

Many Bible passages condemn the practice strongly
as being detestable to God. (e.g. Dt. 18:9-16 and
Gal. 5:19-21).

Assignment: How is today’s drug culture related to sorcery and
witchcraft? Who is behind it?
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4. Astrology and horoscopes

From ancient times many people have taught that
the position and movement of stars and planets
either controls or has a direct influence on the lives
of people. According to astrology both a person’s
destiny and the events in their lives are
predetermined by the sign under which they are
born. By consulting a horoscope one can learn of
upcoming events and make changes accordingly.

In effect, the practice denies God and His
Sovereignty and looks to the stars for guidance,
wisdom and advice. Astrology and horoscopes have
no place in the life of a Christian.

Biblical response:

Astrology is condemned in Scripture over and over
again. (See Dt. 4:19; Isa. 47:13-15; Jer. 10:2.)

The wise men (Magi) who visited Jesus were likely
Babylonian astrologers/kings who feared God and
were given specific instructions from God to follow
a particular star to locate Jesus for the purpose of
worshipping him and glorifying God (see Mt. 2:1-
12). This cannot be taken as approval of astrology,
for the star was an appointed sign from God and led
to glorifying God. That is not the intended purpose
of classic, traditional astrology, which predictably
leads to worship of idols and men and glorifies Satan.

Instead, the Bible admonishes us to seek wisdom
and guidance from God.
Da. 1:20
Da. 2:11-23
Ps. 32:8
Ps. 119:129-135
1 Sa. 23:1-4
Col. 1:9-10
Col. 2:2-8
Jas. 1:5-8
Jas. 4:13-17

Assignment: What is the attraction of astrology? Is it really harmless?
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5. Divination/soothsaying (fortune-telling and palm
reading)

Fortune-telling refers to the practice of foretelling
and predicting a person’s future.  Diviners,
soothsayers and astrologers all fall in this category
as sometimes do prophets, etc.  Divination uses
deceptive manipulation and general predictions.

Many different devices, objects and practices are
used including

• palm reading
• crystal balls
• mirrors
• Tarot cards
• rock crystals
• numbers.
Fortune-telling is fueled by people’s natural curiosity
and the desire to know the future in order to alter
circumstances, avoid calamity or take advantage of
opportunities. It is better for most of us not to know
what tomorrow holds. Usually the predictions are of
a general nature and could apply to many different
people.

Biblical response:

Passages already cited like Dt. 18:9-16 specifically
condemn and forbid such practices.   People are
looking to someone or something other than God for
advice about the future.

The fact is that only God is omniscient and knows
all things about all people past, present and future.
And God reveals to us what He knows we can
handle and what is ultimately in our best interests.
When Saul pressed to know the future, it was bad.
(See 1 Sa. 28:16-19)
Ps. 139:1-18, 23-24
Pr. 27:1
Ecc. 7:14-15
Isa. 42:8-9
Isa. 46:8-10
Mt. 6:30-34
Jas. 4:13-17
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*Christians may not know all the future holds
but we do know that God holds the future.*

That should be enough for us!! We must live in the
present not the future. And remember 100% accu-
racy is required for those who foretell the future or
they are false prophets.

Assignment: What would happen if we really knew the future for us
in this life?

6. Superstition

Superstition refers to beliefs and practices based on
tradition, fear of the unknown or trust in certain
forms of magic to bring about benefits or avoid evil
and disaster. Superstitions have no basis in fact and
play into the hands of Satan and demonic powers.

Examples would be

• walking under a ladder
• seeing a black cat
• saying “God bless you” when you sneeze

(hoping not to lose your spirit and have an evil
one come in)

• omens and evil signs
• ornaments and good luck charms (including

crosses) worn to protect against evil
• the number “13”
• breaking a mirror as bringing years of bad luck.

Each culture has its owns superstitions or “white
magic”. Using supernatural powers and abilities to
bring about good results or healing, etc., is really a
form of superstition. It may involve going through a
ritual or chanting a verse or rhyme to effect the
desired result.
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Biblical response:

God does not work that way!

Magic (“white or black”) is not the same thing as a
biblical miracle which was always used to

• authenticate the message/messenger of God
• glorify God
• lead people to trust God
• bring beneficial results.

The Bible condemns superstitions, myths and
legends.
Isa. 2:6

Would you rather rely on “good luck” charms and
omens or the provision and protection of the Holy
Spirit?
Eph. 4:17-18
Col. 2:20
Gal. 5:16-21

In Ac. 17:22 and Ac. 25:19, the word translated
“religious” could be translated superstitious. And the
word translated fable or myth may refer to or
include superstitions as may “old wives tales”.
1 Ti. 1:4
1 Ti. 4:7
2 Ti. 4:4
Tit. 1:14
2 Pe. 1:16

Indeed most man-made religions contain an element
of superstition. The Bible says they are “godless”
and we should avoid them.

Christianity is not based on superstition but the
supernatural revelation of God which allows us to
be in right relationship with God and to trust in Him
and His providence.
Ps. 55:22-23

Assignment: Why are superstitions inconsistent with Christianity?
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7. Ghosts

Ghost refers to the “visible appearance” of the
disembodied soul or spirit of a dead person which
has returned to

• haunt the living
• seek revenge
• communicate with the living.

Most “ghost appearances” can be explained
naturally or are the result of illusion or trickery.
Those which cannot be explained may be demon
activity or possibly the appearance of angels
ministering on behalf of God.

Biblical response:

The Bible does not teach that the spirits/souls of
dead people wander around in a disembodied state
and return to the living to haunt them.

At death a person’s spirit/soul immediately goes to

• heaven if saved.
• hell if lost.

It is a permanent assignment until the body is later
resurrected and the consignment made eternal.
2 Co. 5:1-9
Lk. 23:43
Lk. 16:19-31
Heb. 9:27

No real purpose can be discerned for believing in
ghosts.

Assignment: What does belief in ghosts really reveal?
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•  Summary and suggestions

Occult beliefs and practices take on an almost
endless number of forms. And in recent years a
“scientific discipline” known as para-psychology
has developed which seeks to examine and explain
supernatural phenomenon including

Extra Sensory Perception (ESP)
(the ability to know something in the mind,
especially before it happens, without using the 5
natural senses)

Mental Telepathy
(knowing the thoughts of another person)

Telekinesis
(the ability to move objects with the mind)

Clairvoyance
(being aware of objects and events without the use
of the senses)

The occult is a bit more sophisticated and accepted
today but regardless of the form it takes it is still
not of God!

In dealing with the occult keep in mind the following:

• that everything we see or experience cannot be
explained. It may be of God or it may not be.
(See Ex. 8:16-19; Dt. 29:29; Mt. 7:21-23.)

• to ask key, probing questions, e.g. Does it
glorify God?

• to always judge every belief or practice by the
standard of the Word of God.

• the reality of the spiritual world and evil forces.
Eph. 6:10-18

• that people involved in the occult need the
Gospel for deliverance from sin and Satan.

• that the power behind the occult is Satan and his
purpose is to discredit God and destroy his
people.
Mt. 12:22-27
Rev. 13:1-18

• that it is dangerous to play with or participate in
the occult and open oneself to demonic activity.
Ac. 19:13-20
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• that it is foolhardy to simply laugh off the occult
as ridiculous since Satan is real.

• that the personal power of the Holy Spirit in the
Christian is always greater than any Satanic or
occult power.
1 Jn. 4:4

Prayer and the power of the Spirit hold the key to
prevailing over the occult.

e. Addressing Contemporary Moral and Ethical Issues
• Introduction and guidelines

The position of many unthinking, legalistic
Christians on moral and ethical issues is often a
hindrance to effective evangelism. Sharing reasoned
and reasonable positions on such issues based on
Scripture will often earn us the right to be heard and
to share the Gospel.
It is important for the church to respond to and take
a position on current contemporary social, moral
and ethical issues which affect its members. And
while the church as an organization or entity should
not spend its time, energy and resources on such
matters, individual members may choose to become
personally involved. The church itself must
concentrate on

• evangelism
(bringing people to Christ by proclaiming the
Gospel)

 and
• discipleship

(building people up in Christ by teaching the Word
and nurturing relationships).

If the church does not provide leadership, guidance and
teaching on these issues then church members will look
to other sources for help.
Recommended approach
In dealing with contemporary issues regardless of their
nature (for they change from time to time and culture to
culture), it is helpful to use the following guidelines:
• Define and describe the real issues carefully.
• Determine if the Bible speaks directly to the issue –

that will settle it for the church.
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• Depend on biblical principles where the Bible is
silent in order to take a wise position.

• Disseminate and clearly communicate to members
in writing the church’s position.

• Decide to take a stand based on the biblical
teaching.

• Do not use the pulpit as a political or social forum.

On occasion it may be necessary for the pastor and
elders to formulate a position statement and bring it to
the church for discussion and input. The final decision
should probably rest with the church leaders.

It is not possible to deal with all of the various issues
which are prevalent around the world today. Particular
contemporary issues have been chosen because of their
importance and in order to illustrate the process of
reaching a position. Learning the process is critical
because there will always be new issues arising in
different places at different times.  The Bible always
provides a specific answer or sufficient guidance to
reach the right conclusion. (Ps. 119:97-105)

A good principle to fall back on with regard to “gray”
issues or those about which you are unsure or on which
many Christians disagree, is that certain things are
simply “improper for God’s holy people”.
Eph. 5:3
(See also 1 Co. 10:23.)

The specific issues chosen for brief treatment in this
manual include

1. Abortion

2. AIDS

3. Alcoholic beverages

4. Birth control

5. Capital punishment

6. Civil disobedience
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7. Drugs

8. Environmental abuse

9. Euthanasia

10. Homosexuality

11. Liberation theology

12. New Age Movement

13. Polygamy

14. Racial prejudice

15. Rock music

16. “Social” Gospel

17. War

The format for dealing with each issue will be as
follows

• Definition
• The issue
• The various views
• The reasoning
• The Bible says
• The conclusion

The purpose of this section is not to provide an
exhaustive or definitive study or even to provide the
“right answer”. Instead, the goal is to:

• demonstrate the process.

• cause real thinking on the issues.

• emphasize that the Bible does speak reasonably to
such issues.

• encourage looking to the Bible instead of elsewhere
as the source of authority for such issues.

• motivate Christians to take a clear, defendable
position.
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A biblical perspective and world-view is what we are
seeking – i.e., what is right according to God’s Word
instead of what the world says is right. (See Isa.
55:8-9; Eze. 18:29; 2 Co. 10:2-3.)  Most people
determine what is right in one of the following wrong
ways, through

relativism - There are no absolute standards of
right - only comparative or relative
ones. Everything is related to
circumstances, culture, perspective,
community standards, etc.

situationism - What is right is what best fits the
situation.

pragmatism - What is right is what works best.

rationalism - What is right is what is logical and
makes the most sense mentally.

realism - What is right is what best conforms
to the “realities” of the natural world
around us (i.e. the way things are).

hedonism - What is right is what brings the most
pleasure.

traditionalism - What is right is what was done in the
past.

humanism - What is right is what I say is right.

(See Ge. 3:1-7 and Lev. 18:1-5.)

All of these approaches fail to take into account that God
Himself is the only real objective, perfect standard of
determining what is right.  And therefore what is right
is what God says is right in His Word. To be right
(righteous) is to be in agreement with or conformity to
God’s standard and perspective. (See Mt. 5:27-30; Mt.
7:28-29.)

That is our aim for these contemporary issues and for all
questions and problems of life.
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1. Abortion

Definition

Abortion refers to the non-natural expulsion of a living
but unborn baby from the body of the pregnant mother.
Abortion can be induced in a variety of ways - by
surgery, drugs, instruments, etc.

The Issue

Is abortion morally wrong?

The Various Views

1. Abortion is right if it occurs prior to the child being
able to survive on its own (viability).

2. Abortion is right if the child will be physically or
mentally deformed or impaired.

3. Abortion is right if the life of the mother will be
threatened by the birth.

4. Abortion is right if the pregnancy resulted from
incest or rape.

5. Abortion is wrong.

6. Abortion is wrong unless 2, 3 or 4 are true.

The Reasoning

Anti-abortion (pro-life) supporters generally use two
main arguments:

• Abortion is murder.
• Life begins at conception so the child has rights

which can be violated.

Pro-abortionists generally also base their views on two
main arguments:

• The child is not a living being until born and
therefore has no rights.

• The mother has the natural right to exercise absolute
control over her own body.
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Note:   Inquire into the real motivation behind most
abortions.

The Bible Says

• Murder is condemned as the unlawful, conscious,
hostile taking of a human life.
Ex. 20:13

• All life is sourced in God and sacred to him.
Ge. 9:4-7

• Life begins at conception and the unborn child is a
living person with rights.
Ps. 51:5-6
Ps. 139:13-18

• God takes responsibility for physical and mental
defects.
Ex. 4:10-12

• Man’s body is not his own – all have been bought by
God.
1 Co. 6:19-20
2 Pe. 2:1

The Conclusion

Abortion is morally wrong because God’s Word says it
is. If medically a choice must be made between unborn
child and the mother then the mother takes precedence.
This would not be murder.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.
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2. AIDS

Definition

 “AIDS” stands for Acquired Immuno-Deficiency
Syndrome. It is a virus-based condition which renders
the body’s natural immunity system defenseless against
almost any sickness or disease. It is virtually incurable
and brings on death by any number of different diseases.

AIDS may be contracted by

• homosexual or heterosexual relations with a carrier.
• exposure to blood or hypodermic needles

contaminated with the AIDS virus.

The proliferation of sexual immorality, prostitution and
perversion (especially male homosexuality) has caused a
world-wide epidemic of AIDS.

The Issue

Is AIDS God’s specific judgment against homosexuality?

The Various Views

1. AIDS is God’s specific judgment against
homosexuality.

2. AIDS is not God’s specific judgment against homo-
sexuality.

3. AIDS is evidence of God’s general judgment against
immorality and homosexuality.

The Reasoning

1. AIDS is like God’s judgment against homosexuality
in Sodom and Gomorrah.

2. AIDS is simply a horrible disease which has
developed and which harms and affects many people
including the innocent.

3. AIDS represents God’s judgment against sexual sins
in accordance with the principle of sowing and
reaping.
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The Bible Says

AIDS is not specifically mentioned in the Bible. But all
disease and sickness is a result of God’s judgment for
sin in Ge. 3:14-24; Rev. 21:4.  God’s Word uniformly
condemns and promises punishment for sexual sins
including homosexuality. (See 1 Co. 6:9-18.)

Even though innocent people are affected by AIDS, sin
has always brought harm not just to the guilty but to the
innocent as well. Sin has devastating effects. (See 2 Sa.
11; 2 Sa. 24:10-17.)

The Conclusion

AIDS is at least one form of God’s judgment for sexual
sins although it may not be specifically directed toward
homosexuality. It is clearly the result of the principle of
sowing and reaping. (Gal. 6:7-8)

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

3. Alcoholic Beverages

Definition

Alcoholic beverages refers to any drink which intoxi-
cates (makes drunk) and can lead to addiction. Thus it
would include beer, fermented wine, whisky, liquor,
mixed drinks, etc.

The Issue

Is social drinking a sin?
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The Various Views

1. Drinking is a matter of preference and has nothing
to do with sin.

2. Drinking is permissible, but intoxication and addic-
tion are serious social ills.

3. Social drinking in moderation is not sin.

4. Social drinking of beer and wine in moderation is
permissible but not mixed drinks and hard liquor.

5. All use of intoxicating beverages is sin.

The Reasoning

1. A little drinking brings pleasure and escape from the
troubles of life. It can’t be bad.

2. I can drink and not get drunk or addicted.

3. Jesus drank wine as did His disciples.

4. Drunkenness and addiction are one’s own business
as long as no one else is harmed.

5. Every alcoholic had to take the first drink.

The Bible Says

Drunkenness (intoxication) and addiction are more than
social ills, they are sin. The Bible consistently condemns
drunkenness and “strong drink” (liquor or fermented
wine). The wine Jesus drank was either unfermented
grape juice or significantly diluted with water (from 1 to
3 ratio up to 1 part wine to 10 parts water).

It is sin to allow something to control and influence your
mind and actions other than the Holy Spirit. Intoxication
leads to dulling of the conscience and loss of inhibitions
which can lead to other sins.
Gal. 5:19-21
Eph. 5:18
Pr. 23:20, 29-30
Jdg. 13:4
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Ac. 2:15
1 Ti. 3:8
1 Ti. 5:23
Jn. 2:1-11

The Conclusion

Abstinence is the best policy and moderation the next.
The Bible does not condemn social drinking in
moderation although it is not wise and not God’s
preference. Why ever start drinking?

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

4. Birth Control

Definition

Birth control refers to the utilization of various means of
contraception to prevent or avoid conception
(pregnancy) as a result of sexual intercourse.

Methods of birth control include

• mutual self-restraint
• drugs
• condoms
• surgical procedures like tying tubes or vasectomies
• withdrawal before coitus
• mechanical devices
• plastic or metal shields
• birth control pills to regulate ovulation
• contraceptive creams or foams

and the list could go on. In fact, a post-intercourse pill is
now being used as a means of birth control and/or
abortion.
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The Issue

Is birth control morally wrong?

Various Views

1. Birth control is wrong.

2. Birth control is permissible.

3. Birth control is right or wrong depending on the
method used.

4. Birth control is right or wrong depending on the
motivation.

The Reasoning

1. Birth control is wrong because the major purpose of
sex is pro-creation and thus God’s plan is thwarted.

2. Birth control is right because sexual pleasure and
gratification are legitimate purposes for sex and lack
of birth control leads to many problems including
overpopulation, unwanted children, inability to
financially support children etc.

3. Birth control is right if a method is used which
interferes with conception by dealing with the ovum
or sperm. After the egg is fertilized (at conception)
birth control may become abortion.

Many different positions are taken including that of
the Roman Catholic church which condemns any
birth control but the “natural rhythm” method of
avoiding sex during the most likely times of potential
conception.

Birth control is wrong to some depending on the
method used.

4. Birth control improperly motivated violates God’s
purposes for sex. Properly motivated birth control
is wise and consistent with God’s overall purposes
for sex.
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The Bible Says

The Bible neither condemns nor condones birth control.
The one biblical example of coitus interruption in Ge.
38:6-10 neither approves withdrawal before ejaculation
as valid birth control nor prohibits it as a method
because of the fatal outcome. A careful reading of this
passage indicates that Onan was punished by God for
pretending to perform his duty to his deceased brother
while enjoying the sex and shunning the responsibility.

Procreation is one of the legitimate purposes for sex
(Ge. 9:7) but so is sexual pleasure and gratification
between husband and wife in marriage.
1 Co. 7:1-9
Heb. 13:4
Pr. 5:15-20

The Bible does not say “yes” or “no” on the issue!

The Conclusion

Birth control seems permissible when it is done

• with mutual consent
• for the right reasons
• using an acceptable method.

Birth control would appear to be wrong when there is

• deception
• selfish motivation or improper reasons
• use of a method which causes other harm
• an “abortion” involved (anytime after conception).

Birth control should be a matter of agreement between
husband and wife based on their situation, biblical
wisdom and a clear conscience before the Lord.
1 Co. 10:23-26
Ro. 14:5

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.
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5. Capital punishment

Definition

Capital punishment refers to the imposition of the death
penalty by ruling or governmental authorities for the
commission of certain crimes.

Capital punishment has taken many different forms –
hanging, crucifixion, firing squad, beheading, gas
chamber, electric chair, poison, drugs, etc.

The single most common capital offense is murder.
In different cultures rape, incest, homosexuality,
kidnapping, airline hijacking, etc., are considered capital
offenses. This discussion is limited to murder.

The Issue

Is capital punishment (death penalty) for the offender
justified in cases of murder?

The Various Views

1. Capital punishment is wrong.

2. Capital punishment is right.

3. Capital punishment is right or wrong depending on
the nature of the act.

The Reasoning

1. Capital punishment is wrong because it is murder
and too severe a penalty for any crime. The state
does not have the right to take one’s life. One
murder should not be avenged with another. Capital
punishment is not a deterrent to others committing
murder. Reform not destruction is the goal.

2. Capital punishment is justified because a person
who murders another human being has forfeited his
own right to live. Capital punishment is a deterrent -
the guilty party will never murder again.
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3. Capital punishment is right for certain heinous acts
of murder involving brutality, mutilation, rape,
children, etc. but is wrong if the act is not aggra-
vated or shockingly evil.

The Bible Says

Without question the Bible prescribes capital punishment
for murder (as well as other offenses like adultery, rape,
false prophecy, etc.). Whether one agrees or not, God
specifically sanctioned the death penalty, especially for
murder.

Ge. 9:5-6
Ex. 21:12
Ac. 25:11
Ro. 13:1-7

One who murders forfeits his own right to live and the
only appropriate penalty is to give his own life in return.

The Conclusion

The death penalty carried out by the state under God’s
delegated authority is justified because of

• God’s commandment
• the sanctity of human life from God’s perspective
• God’s right as the source of all life to order it taken
• the fact it is God’s vengeance, not man’s.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.
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6. Civil disobedience

Definition

Civil disobedience refers to the deliberate violation of a
law, statute or ordinance because it is believed to be
wrong, unjust, oppressive or contrary to one’s
conscience.

It can take the form of a protest, appeal, demonstration,
riot, rebellion, insurrection, etc.! It may be seen as a
means to change laws and legislate morals.

The Issue

Is civil disobedience ever justified?

The Various Views

1. Civil disobedience is always wrong.

2. Civil disobedience is always the right of any citizen.

3. Civil disobedience is right or wrong depending on
the circumstances and the specific form it takes.

The Reasoning

1. Law, order and respect for property and authority
are at the very core of a peaceful, productive and
safe society. No civil disobedience which violates a
specific law can be tolerated – anarchy and chaos
will follow. Besides, where does permissible civil
disobedience stop? If protests and peaceful
demonstrations don’t work then what about
violence, etc? Where does it end?

2. In a civilized society the right of the individual to
protest, even violently if necessary, is inherent in
citizenship.

3. Civil disobedience is only justified where there is
cruel, harsh, unjust, oppressive laws maintained by
the state. Even then civil disobedience must take
non-violent forms to be justified. Others would
justify any degree of civil disobedience (including
violence) if the circumstances are severe enough.
Legislation is a better way to correct bad laws and
enact good ones although you cannot legislate
morals.
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The Bible Says

Jesus never advocated or taught civil disobedience but
focused on changing men’s hearts.

All people including Christians are to submit to and obey
the governing authorities even when they are unjust and
oppressive. That is the general rule, for all authority is
from God and law and order insures domestic tranquility
which allows the Gospel to be preached. Besides,
governing authorities are God’s instruments of discipline
and punishment for wrong doing.
Pr. 28:2, 4-7
Ro. 13:1-7
1 Pe. 2:11-21
1 Pe. 3:13-17
1 Pe. 4:12-19
1 Ti. 2:1-6
Tit. 3:1
Heb. 13:17

Note: Pr. 29:18 could well be translated “where there
is no law the people run wild”.

But there are 2 biblical exceptions to the general rule of
no civil disobedience. These exceptions exist because
God’s law is higher than man’s law and where there is a
conflict God’s law must prevail.

The two exceptions are as follows:

Civil disobedience is warranted where –

1. man’s law requires one to violate God’s Word.

2. man’s law forbids obedience to God’s Word.

The biblical examples of these exceptions are found in

• Ex. 1:1-2:10
where the Hebrew midwives were ordered to
murder baby boys, which violated God’s Word.

• Da. 3:1-30
where Daniel’s friends were required to worship an
idol in violation of the Ten Commandments.
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• Ac. 4:1-21 and Ac. 5:12-42
where Peter and John were forbidden to preach the
Gospel, which would have prevented them from
being obedient to God.

In each instance, civil disobedience was proper because
God’s law was higher and there was a direct conflict.
However, note how each act of civil disobedience
carried with it the normal, natural consequence of that
violation.

The Conclusion

Civil disobedience is warranted only when the biblical
exceptions are met and even then consequences must be
paid based on the principle of sowing and reaping.God’s
law is higher than man’s law.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

7. Drugs

Definition

Drugs as used here does not refer to the legitimate use
of medicine prescribed by doctors to relieve pain and
treat illness and disease. Rather, drugs refers to any
narcotic (addictive) substance taken orally, by inhalation
or injection and which influences or controls the mind
or body in order to induce a temporary sensation of
pleasure, stimulation or illusory escape from reality.
Such drugs would include

• marijuana
• amphetamines
• heroin
• cocaine (“crack”, “coke”)
• LSD, PCP, etc.
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Even the misuse of legitimate drugs can lead to
addiction and drug abuse. Alcohol is considered by
some to be a drug.
The drug culture and scene is world-wide and threatens
the very core of society because of its destructive effect
on people’s bodies and minds and the related crime,
immorality and violence it breeds. Drugs have been
around since the beginning of man and we see their
misuse in Ge. 30:14-16, where mandrake plants were
used as an aphrodisiac to stimulate conception in sexual
intercourse. Drugs are an old and serious problem!

The Issue

Is it morally right to use drugs for pleasure and
escapism?

The Various Views

1. It is morally right to use drugs.

2. It is morally wrong to use drugs.

3. It is morally right or wrong depending on the
amount and particular drug used.

The Reasoning

1. It is right to use drugs because

• people have control of their own body to do
with as they please.

• life is difficult and drugs bring a little pleasure
and relief.

• drug use is a personal, private matter of no
concern to others.

2. It is wrong to use drugs because

• of their potentially harmful effects on the body
and mind.

• of the harm and injury they bring to others.

• of the crime, immorality and violence they
encourage (e.g. robbery).

• they are addictive and enslave quickly.

• they contribute to the breakdown of the moral
foundation of society and the family.
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3. It is wrong to use certain powerful drugs which
create delusion and mind control but right to use
other recreational drugs such as marijuana in
moderate amounts which brings pleasure and
produces no permanent harm.

The Bible Says

Drugs are like alcohol in terms of influencing,
controlling and harming the mind and body except they
are more quickly addictive and dangerous. God made
our bodies and intended for us to not abuse them by
using foreign substances.

Certainly for the Christian, the use of drugs even for
recreational purposes is forbidden because

• our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit and should
not be abused or destroyed.
1 Co. 6:19-20

• we should not be enslaved to or controlled by
anyone or anything.
1 Co. 6:12

• drugs do not glorify God.
1 Co. 10:31

Further, drugs are associated with and are an integral
part of sorcery and witchcraft.  In fact, the New
Testament Greek word rendered sorcery is the term
from which we derive the word “pharmacy”.  Drugs
play an important part in Satan’s plan to delude and
destroy man. Drugs have always been a significant part
of the occult (“potions”).

The Conclusion

For the Christian, any drug use except for legitimate
medical purposes is wrong. And everyone should
consider how addictive and destructive drugs really are
so that even the occasional recreational use of drugs like
marijuana can be harmful physically and mentally. AIDS
has also added a new dimension to the drug scene.
Certain jobs, etc., are no longer open to anyone who
uses drugs. It is impossible to become “hooked on
drugs” if you never take the first step. Drugs also opens
one to involvement in the occult and may lead to crime
to support their habit.  God’s Word presents a different
perspective on the human body than does society.
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Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

8. Environmental Abuse

Definition

Environmental abuse refers to contamination, pollution
and misuse of the physical creation in the world, its
beauty, natural resources and inhabitants. Examples
would include

• polluting the air with exhaust fumes
• indiscriminate cutting of trees
• slaughtering animals to extinction
• disposing of hazardous or toxic wastes in the earth

and ocean, etc., etc.
• uncontrolled exploitation of natural resources
• unrestrained development of land.

The Issue

Is it morally wrong to pollute and abuse the
environment?

The Various Views

1. It is not morally wrong to abuse and pollute the
environment.

2. It is morally wrong to pollute and abuse the
environment.

The Reasoning

1. It is not morally wrong to abuse and pollute the
environment because

• the earth is here for man’s use, consumption
and pleasure.

• man is the highest order of living things and
thus free to do with it what he pleases.

• the earth and its creatures will replenish on their
own.
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2. It is morally wrong to abuse and pollute the
environment because

• it is selfish.
• it is short-sighted, for natural resources can be

exhausted.
• it adversely affects both the physical and animal

world.
• it creates great health problems.
• it threatens to shorten man’s ability to live on the

earth.
• it is counterproductive to man’s economy and

progress.
• it disregards both life and the quality of life.
• it is stupid to destroy the environment in which

we live.

The Bible Says

The Bible adds one rather important element to the issue
of environmental abuse. God created a good, beautiful,
livable world (see Ge. 1:31-2:2) and gave man both

• dominion and control over it and
• stewardship of it which includes responsible use and

accountability.
Ge. 1:24-30
Ge. 2:15
Ps. 24:1-2

Further it is God’s creation and reflects His glory; Ps.
19:1-6; Ro. 1:20.  So to abuse the environment is to
tarnish God’s reflection in nature. The harm to
ecological systems by pollution is devastating both to
animals and plants. Environmental abuse is sin.

Conclusion

Environmental abuse is a violation of God’s sacred
stewardship of the earth and its resources and adversely
affects the quality of life for all of God’s creatures.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.
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9. Euthanasia

Definition

Euthanasia means an “easy” or “good death” and refers
primarily to the practice of mercy-killing or mercy-dying
whereby a terminally ill person is administered a drug to
induce or hasten death or all artificial means of life-
support and necessary drugs are removed and the
person is allowed to die. It is usually seen as an act of
compassion so the incurable will not have to suffer
unreasonably. It is also advocated in situations where the
person will live but will be nothing more than a “veg-
etable”.  An unfortunate extension of euthanasia is made
by some to the very elderly and sick in society who,
they argue, should be eliminated to make room for
younger, healthy people.

Occasionally, the mercy-killing of babies who are born
with serious deformities or mental incapacities falls in
the category of euthanasia. But the killing of children is
more properly called infanticide and refers to such
practices as child sacrifices (Lev. 20:2-5) and what
Herod tried to do to Jesus as a baby. (Mt. 2:13-18)
Infanticide is simply murder.

The Issue

Is it morally right to practice mercy-killing or allow
mercy-dying for the terminally ill?

The Various Views

1. It is morally right to practice euthanasia.

2. It is morally wrong to practice euthanasia.

3. Mercy-killing is wrong but mercy-dying is right.

4. Mercy-dying is wrong.

The Reasoning

1. It is morally right to practice euthanasia because

• it is inhumane and shows a lack of compassion
to allow a person who is clearly terminally ill to
suffer unnecessarily.

• euthanasia is an act of mercy, not murder.

• a person has a right to die humanely and with
dignity.
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• the quality of life of a person in a “vegetable
state” is not really life at all. It is a favor and
benefit to the person to terminate their life.

2. It is morally wrong to practice euthanasia because

• it usurps God’s sovereign authority over life.

• it requires someone to play God and be omni-
scient – miracles of healing do occur.

• it is murder.

• unfortunately, pain and suffering are a part of
life and death - some die peacefully and some in
agony of pain.

3. Mercy-killing is wrong but mercy-dying is right
because

• while it is murder to take another’s life actively
by poison, etc., it is an act of mercy to allow a
person to die with dignity by withholding drugs
and artificial life-support systems.

• mercy-dying simply respects the desires of the
person for a peaceful death.

4. Mercy-dying is wrong because

• we have a sacred trust to preserve life by any
means.

The Bible Says

All life is sacred to God (Ge. 9:5-6) and sourced in God
who determines the length of a person’s life.
Da. 5:22-23
Ps. 139:13-18
Job 12:10
Lk. 12:20

Mercy-killing is playing God and is also murder. God
assumes responsibility for whether people live or die and
the quality of their life. Suffering is a result of living in a
sin cursed world. The next life will be different for the
believer (see Rev. 21:3-5).
Ex. 4:10-11
Job 2:9-10
Isa. 45:7
Jn. 9:1-3
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Conclusion

Mercy-killing is murder and cannot be morally justified.
Mercy-dying on the other hand could be permissible
depending on the situation and if in the final analysis the
matter is left in God’s hands by not artificially
prolonging life by drugs or devices where a person is
terminally ill.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

10. Homosexuality

Definition

Homosexuality refers to sexual orientation to and
relations with others of one’s own sex, i.e. male with
male or female with female (lesbianism).

Historically and traditionally, homosexuality has been
essentially “taboo” but in recent years has gained in
popularity, societal acceptance and openness. It is
considered fashionable to be homosexual in some
circles. AIDS has had some impact on slowing the
spread of homosexuality. Homosexuals are now
claiming legal, political, civil and family (marriage,
adoption) status, etc. and demanding legal recognition.
Homosexual activity is still against the law in most parts
of the world.

The Issue

Is homosexuality morally wrong?

The Various Views

1. Homosexuality is not morally wrong.

2. Homosexuality is morally wrong.
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The Reasoning

1. Homosexuality is not morally wrong because

• it is the right of every person to state and
express his sexual preference.

• homosexuality is not perversion but perfectly
natural for those with the inborn condition or
inclination (inborn).

• homosexuals are people with the same rights
and dignity as heterosexuals.

• homosexuality is an acceptable alternative
lifestyle in our modern, enlightened world.

2. Homosexuality is morally wrong because

• it is a perversion of the natural purpose of sex
since procreation is not possible.

• it is not an inborn condition or inclination but a
choice which one makes.

• it breaks down traditional family and marriage
values.

• it promotes promiscuity and immorality and
lust.

• it has hastened the spread of AIDS.

• it violates God’s Word.

The Bible Says

Homosexuality is sin and detestable to God. It is
condemned for males and females uniformly throughout
Scripture.
Ge. 19
Lev. 18:22
Lev. 20:13
Ro. 1:21-32
1 Co. 6:9-11
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It is sin against God, the other person and one’s own
body and perverts and violates God’s intended purpose
for sex within marriage between a man and a woman.
Ge. 1:27-28
Ge. 2:21-25

The Bible pictures people choosing to practice a
homosexual lifestyle not it being an inborn condition
about which they can do nothing. God does not make
homosexuals.

Conclusion

Homosexuality is a sexually perverted sin of choice. God
does not condemn a homosexual person any more than
any other sinner. God loves the sinner but hates the sin.
It is in the light of God’s Word that homosexuality is
seen for what it really is.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

11. Liberation Theology

Definition

Liberation Theology holds that one of the main purposes
for Christ bringing salvation to man was to deliver and
free him from political and economic oppression and
injustice as well as dealing with his sins. Liberation
Theology says the gospel is addressed to those who are
economically poor and oppressed.

Liberation Theology advocates resistance, freedom
fighting both passive and active as well as violence and
political revolution where necessary to accomplish
salvation. It has been widely supported in Latin America
against the Catholic church and the political
establishment.
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The Issue

Is Liberation Theology a legitimate part of the Gospel of
salvation?

The Various Views

1. Liberation Theology is a legitimate part of the Gospel
of Salvation.

2. Liberation Theology is not a legitimate part of the
Gospel of Salvation.

The Reasoning

1. Liberation Theology is a legitimate part of the Gospel
of salvation because

• Christ came to bring justice and free the
captives.

• Christ’s kingdom is both spiritual and political/
economic.

• political and economic oppression and injustice
are contrary to the gospel of love, peace and
salvation.

• God freed the Hebrews from Egyptian
oppression and bondage in the Exodus.

• the Jews fully expected Jesus to free them from
the power of the Roman Empire.

• salvation should bring economic and political
freedom to people on earth now.

• it is therefore legitimate for the church to use
whatever means (including violence, force and
revolution) to make “liberation” a reality.

2. Liberation Theology is not a legitimate part of the
Gospel of salvation because

• Christ came primarily to set captives free from
sin.

• salvation is from sins to eternal life, not from
political/economic slavery.

• Christ said the poor and oppressed would always
be with us.
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• Christ’s kingdom offer was of a spiritual
Kingdom not a political one.

• neither Christ nor the New Testament writers
were advocates of or participants in political
revolution.

The Bible Says

Christ came primarily to set people free from sin and to
bring in His spiritual kingdom.
Lk. 4:14-21
Mk. 10:45
Eph. 4:7-10
Jn. 18:36
1 Pe. 2:13-25
Mt. 5:1-16
Lk. 17:20-21

Nowhere does Christ get involved in political activity or
revolution but advocates obedience to Rome (Mt. 22:15-
21). Political/economic change will come as a result of a
changed heart not a man-made revolution. Even Christ’s
Kingdom on earth will be a rule of righteousness with a
spiritual emphasis. Old Testament examples of God
raising up a deliverer to free Israel from oppression in
Judges always resulted from the people’s sins. Christ in
His Second Coming will bring in His Kingdom and
establish righteousness and justice on earth.
Isa. 2:1-5
Isa. 11:1-5

Conclusion

There is no biblical justification for Liberation Theology.
The Gospel should not include political/economic
salvation as a primary goal. These are natural by-
products of changed lives as a result of the Gospel being
preached. It is for Christ as the Prince of Peace to one
day bring justice and freedom on earth in His kingdom.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.
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12. New Age Movement

Definition

The New Age Movement is a world-wide spiritual,
social and political movement involving both religious
and secular aspects which seeks to transform individuals
and society into a utopian “oneness” through mystical
enlightenment and personal God-consciousness.

The New Age Movement has no single leader and no
designated headquarters but has infiltrated government,
economics, education, religion, business, entertainment
and other areas of society. The New Age Movement has
produced numbers of books, movies, tapes, magazines
and other literature which promote its “new philosophy
of life”.

Its goal is for people individually and society collectively
to realize their self-potential by becoming one with the
god within them.  It proposes a one world government,
economy and spiritual reality. Self-help and self-
realization are at the core of its teachings.

The Issue

Is the New Age Movement a heretical religious cult?

The Various Views

1. The New Age Movement is not a religious cult but
simply a new social-spiritual awareness and
philosophy of life which seeks to transform men and
society for the good of both.

2. The New Age Movement is a heretical religious cult.

The Reasoning

1. The New Age is not a religious cult because

• it is only a shift of cultural and personal values
toward self-realization of the spiritual potential in
all people.

• it does not have the normal signs of organized
religions or cults.
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• it is simply a reform movement with secular as
well as religious implications.

• it evolved as a result of the failure of religions
and other philosophies of life.

2. The New Age Movement is a heretical religious cult
because

• it is simply a modern updated version of a
combination of Eastern mystical religions,
pantheism and secular humanism.

• it seeks to control the minds and lives of people.

• it advocates new revelation and self-
enlightenment.

• it rejects Christianity and the Bible and denies
the deity of Christ.

• it has cultic leaders like Marilyn Ferguson,
Fritjof Capra, and Shirley MacLaine.

• it promotes salvation by works and self-
transformation.

• it teaches

– that there is one “God” and all religious
roads lead to him.

– that everything is “God”, including man.

– that “God” is the impersonal reality or force
of the universe.

– that man will never die.

– reincarnation.

– self-realization or consciousness of the
“God” within each of us.

– that man holds his own destiny through
self-reform and transformation.
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– that self-realization or “God-consciousness”
comes through mind and body control using

• transcendental meditation
• yoga
• crystals
• chanting
• creative visualization
• hypnosis
• gurus.

– no real distinction between male and female.

– a one-world order and unity breaking down
all political, religious, social and economic
barriers.

– terminology and concepts of Hinduism and
Buddhism like reincarnation and Karma.

– that sin is merely ignorance and unrealized
potential.

The Bible Says

The New Age Movement may be the ultimate earthly
expression of “I will make myself like the Most High”
(Isa. 14:14) which was Satan’s goal and the temptation
to Adam and Eve in the Garden (see Ge. 3:4-5).

It is what Paul talked about in Ro. 1:21-25 and what he
wrote to Timothy about in 2 Ti. 3:1-5.

Conclusion

The essence of sin is being your own god and that is the
core of the New Age Movement. It may seem harmless
and good in some respects but it is Satan’s greatest lie
and deception and may well pave the way for the Anti-
Christ to come. (See 2 Th. 2:9-11.)
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Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

13. Polygamy

Definition

Polygamy refers to the practice of having more than one
wife. Throughout history it has been prevalent in many
different cultures at different points in time, including
the ancient Hebrews. Many times the practice developed
when the first wife could not bear children.

The Issue

Is polygamy morally wrong?

The Various Views

1. Polygamy is not morally wrong.

2. Polygamy is morally wrong.

The Reasoning

1. Polygamy is not morally wrong because

• unless there is a specific law which forbids it,
it is not otherwise unreasonable and does not
violate the natural order of things.

• a man should be able to have as many wives as
he chooses.

• it is desirable where the first wife cannot bear
children.
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2. Polygamy is morally wrong because

• the natural order of things is one man married to
one woman, and polygamy violates this stan-
dard.

• polygamy often leads to abuse of one or more
of the wives.

• polygamy leads to family strife and tension –
two wives cannot be loved equally.

• children of polygamous marriages are half-
brothers and sisters since they may have a
common father but different mothers. Children
of polygamous marriages do not get along well.

• social, property and legal rights in polygamous
marriages create many problems.

• it is usually motivated by lust or some selfish
desire.

The Bible Says

While the Bible does not specifically prohibit polygamy,
it is clear that God’s perfect plan for marriage is one
man and one woman for life. (Ge. 2:24; Mt. 19:4-8)

The Bible assumes monogamy in such passages as

Pr. 5:15-20
Pr. 31:10-31
Eph. 5:33
1 Co. 7:1-11

The first biblical incident of polygamy occurred in the
ungodly line of Cain.  (Ge. 4:19-25)

All biblical examples of polygamy had bad results either
in relations between husband and wives, the wives and/
or the children (Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon,
Rehoboam).
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Polygamy was forbidden for Kings (Dt. 17:17) in the
Old Testament and for church leaders in the New
Testament (1 Ti. 3:2 – “the husband of but one wife”).

Polygamy also pictures the practice of worshipping
many gods instead of the one true God.

When a polygamist is saved it is probably better to not
require him to get rid of all but one wife. Solving one sin
by committing another sin is not biblical.

In the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, divorce was an
acceptable form of repentance since marriages to
foreign wives was specifically prohibited in scripture for
the Jews and God was trying to keep His people pure
from idolatry, etc. (See Ezr. 9-10.)

Conclusion

Polygamy is not wise or consistent with God’s intended
plan for marriage. Polygamy always brings bad
consequences. A polygamist is not qualified to be a
pastor, elder, bishop or deacon.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.
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14. Racial prejudice

Definition

Racial prejudice refers to a bias or bigotry against
certain people because of their different race, culture or
skin color. It may take many different forms including

• harsh, unjust or inhumane treatment
• slander
• discrimination in jobs, opportunities, etc.
• slavery
• segregation of facilities, schools, etc.
• apartheid
• etc. etc.

The Issue

Is racial prejudice morally wrong?

The Various Views

1. Racial prejudice is not morally wrong.

2. Racial prejudice is morally wrong.

The Reasoning

1. Racial prejudice is not morally wrong because

• certain races are inferior and must be kept in
their place.

• certain skin colors (like blacks) represent a
curse from God.

• it insures that “like-kind” people socialize and
live together.

• it guarantees progress of higher races.
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2. Racial prejudice is morally wrong because

• there are no pure races anyway.

• one race or ethnic group is not better or worse
than another, only different.

• all people are human beings and deserve fair
treatment regardless of race or skin color, etc.

The Bible Says

God created all men in his own image and they are all of
equal value to him (Ge. 1:26-27).  After the flood all
people had common ancestors – Noah’s sons (Ge.
9:18-19). It was God who scattered the ethnic groups
at the tower of Babel to create differences in languages
(and perhaps skin color), but not for the purpose of
unfair prejudice or discrimination (Ge. 11:1-9). Christ
died for all men (1 Jn. 2:2) and there is no distinction in
the church between different races (Gal. 3:28; Col.
3:11).

God does not show partiality or favoritism in salvation
to anyone.
Ac. 10:34-43
Jas. 2:1-13
Ro. 10:10-13

Christ accepts all who come to Him in faith just as they
are.
Jn. 1:12
Jn. 4:39-42
Ro. 15:7

Saints in heaven will include all races (ethnic groups -
peoples).
Rev. 5:9-10

Conclusion

Racial prejudice is morally wrong for all men and
particularly so for Christians. God is the creator of all
and all bear his image. God is not a respecter of persons
and does not discriminate – neither should we.
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Variations of race, culture and skin color only make
people different, not better or worse.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

15. Rock Music

Definition

Rock music refers to both instrumental and vocal music
which features a strong beat and rhythm, loud volume,
secular lyrics and which induces body movement.

Rock music is almost a form of mind control and
indoctrination. The movement is associated with drugs,
the occult and sexual immorality. It also encourages
rebellion against authority, hedonism and a host of other
anti-Christian beliefs.

The Issue

Is rock music morally wrong?

The Various Views

1. Rock music is not morally wrong.

2. Rock music is morally wrong.

3. Rock music is neutral.
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The Reasoning

1. Rock music is not morally wrong because

• other undesirable things like drugs have become
associated with it.

• millions of youth find a healthy outlet for
emotions and energy.

• we were made to be musically responsive to
beat and rhythm.

• it does no harm to those who simply enjoy the
music.

• youth don’t have to follow the example of the
performers.

2. Rock music is morally wrong because

• it promotes drugs and other evils including
immorality.

• it controls the mind and emotions and changes
the very mood and personality of some youth.

• of the moral degradation of those who perform
– they are bad role models for our youth.

• it distracts from more wholesome activities.

• it encourages sensual dancing and body contact.

• it is inspired by the Devil and encourages
rebellion.

• it promotes anti-Judeo Christian values.

• it is not glorifying to God.

3. Rock music is not morally wrong because it is
neutral:

• music is music – it is not good or evil in and of
itself.

• music has always been around.

• music is a good outlet to express emotions and
feelings.

• rock music is just a passing fad as was jazz and
other popular forms.
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The Bible Says

Rock music itself is not dealt with specifically in
Scripture. Music and musical instruments have always
been a part of worship and praise.
Jdg. 5:3
1 Ch. 6:31-32
Ps. 95:2
Ps. 150:1-6
Eph. 5:19

Music is a good gift from God which like all other gifts
can be abused.

Music then is morally right when it is not abused (see
1 Co. 10:23).  Da. 3:4-18 provides a clear biblical
example where music was abused and promoted idol
worship.

The question of rock music must be subjected to biblical
principles of wisdom. Here are some suggested guide-
lines:

1. Are the words wholesome?

2. Are the lives of the performers good models for
youth?

3. Is the message anti-biblical?

4. Does the beat and rhythm lead to sensual dancing
and other sins?

5. Are things associated with it sinful?

6. Do youth become obsessed and controlled by it?

7. Does it promote rebellious, non-biblical values and
attitudes?

8. Does it produce harmful side-effects?

9. Does it glorify God? etc., etc.
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Conclusion

Music is neutral in and of itself and can be used for
good or bad purposes. Rock music must be evaluated
carefully to see if the particular group and its music
meet biblical standards.

Most rock music today seems to have more harmful
effects than beneficial ones and can hardly be said to
glorify God. It certainly has no place in church, even as
a means of attracting lost youth. The Gospel does not
need any “props”!

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

16. “Social” gospel

Definition

 “Social” gospel is not used here to refer to a religious
movement to bring the Kingdom of God on earth
through positive reform of economics, living conditions
and politics. Rather it is used in the sense of the Gospel
meeting social (physical, material) needs instead of
spiritual ones.  Debate has long raged about whether
“poor” in the gospels means poor in spirit (spiritually
bankrupt) or poor economically. Should the Gospel
address physical or spiritual needs or both? Someone
has illustrated the problem this way – “Don’t tell me
about being filled with the love of Christ until my
stomach has been filled with food” or “I am so
physically hungry I can’t think about spiritual food”.
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The Issue

Is the Gospel primarily aimed at physical or spiritual
needs?

The Various Views

1. The Gospel is primarily designed to meet spiritual
needs.

2. The Gospel is primarily designed to meet physical
needs.

3. The Gospel is designed to meet both spiritual and
physical needs.

The Reasoning

1. The Gospel is primarily designed to meet spiritual
needs because

• Jesus came to die for sins.

• spiritual needs are more important than physical
needs because they are eternal.

• Jesus’ main focus in his earthly ministry was
spiritual - forgiveness of sins and restoring a
right relationship to God.

• to spend time on physical needs is to neglect the
real purpose of the Gospel.

2. The Gospel is primarily designed to meet physical
and material needs because

• Jesus spent as much time on these issues as He
did on spiritual matters.

• Jesus fed, healed and ministered to the physical
and material needs of many people.

• the Gospel is for the poor and oppressed –
those who sense a real need.

• to ignore physical needs is to fail to really
express God’s love.
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3. The Gospel is designed to meet both spiritual and
physical needs because

• the body is important, for it houses the soul and
the spirit of man.

• salvation is “deliverance” from sins and all
forms of want, need and oppression.

The Bible Says

The Gospel is primarily spiritual and designed to save
men from their sins (see 1 Co. 15:1-4), but Jesus did
not neglect to meet physical/material needs along with
preaching the Gospel.
Lk. 4:14-27
Mt. 4:23-25
Mt. 10:1-10

But the meeting of physical needs was primarily to
authenticate that Jesus was Messiah.
Lk. 7:18-23
Jn. 6:25-29

It is not “either/or” but “both/and”. To neglect physical
or spiritual needs is to ignore the love of God.
Mt. 6:25-34
Mt. 25:31-46
Jas. 1:27
Jas. 2:14-17
1 Jn. 3:16-18

God is interested in meeting the total needs of man
although the sin problem must take priority.
1 Pe. 2:23-25

The meeting of some physical and material needs must
await the next life.
Rev. 21:1-4
Mt. 26:8-13
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Conclusion

While the Gospel is primarily spiritual, we should always
seek to meet material and physical needs as well and
thus demonstrate the love of God in tangible ways. For
example, food, clothing, medical attention, improved
safer water supplies, enhanced standards of living, etc.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

17. War

Definition

War refers to armed conflict and fighting between
nations or other opposing forces to secure a particular
result. War may be offensive or defensive, whether
justified or not. It almost always involves the killing of
people, both military and civilian, by whatever means –
humane or inhumane. Wars usually have a selfish
political, economic or power purpose.

Serious moral, religious and ethical questions are posed
by war. How do nuclear weapons and chemical warfare
affect the question? Are individual soldiers who kill in
war guilty of murder before God? etc. etc.
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The Issue

Is war morally wrong?

The Various Views

• All war is morally wrong (pacifism).

• No war is morally wrong (activist).

• Some wars are “just” and others morally wrong
(selectivity).

The Reasoning

1. All war is morally wrong because

• killing in war is a form of intentional “life-
taking” which is murder.

• it is wrong to resist evil or return evil for evil by
force.

2. No war is morally wrong because

• war is a natural function of government.

• the state is at war, not the individual citizens.

• the state is the guardian and protector of the
rights of its citizens and has the inherent right to
wage war or defend itself for that purpose. This
includes territorial expansion and enhancement
of life.

3. Some wars are “just” and some morally wrong
depending on the nature of the war.

• just wars include those waged by a proper
authority for a righteous or good cause to
establish order or correct or resist evil and
which use proper, appropriate and humane
means and weapons.

• morally wrong wars include all others.
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The Bible Says

All three of these views have some biblical support for
their position.

Pacifists find support in the teachings of Jesus like Mt.
5:38-48 and passages like Ro. 12:17-21.

Activists find support in passages when God seems to
command war (e.g., Dt. 9:1-3) and where citizens are
instructed to obey governmental authority, e.g., Ro.
13:1-7.

Selectivists find support in passages like Ge. 14, when
Abraham went to war to rescue righteous Lot, or in 1
Sa. 23:1-4 where God authorized David to attack the
Philistines.

The pacifist would have a difficult time not defending
the innocent from unjust aggression. The activist must
realize that all wars “ordered” by God were to punish
sin, fulfill His promise and protect his people from
defilement. (See Dt. 7:1-6; Dt. 9:4-6.)

The selectivist must be careful that the war is “just”
from God’s perspective, not his own.

Killing within the confines of a just war where there is
no personal grudge or wrong motivation would not
appear to be considered murder.

The Bible does provide guidance on the difficult issue of
the morality of war, but each situation must be weighed
separately before the Lord.

Conclusion

The Biblical and philosophical support (and the Christian
tradition) all favor the third view. Some wars are morally
wrong and some are “just” before God. Motivation and
intended purpose always play a large role in determin-
ing what is right or wrong. War and killing should be
avoided if at all possible and only used as a very last
resort.
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Just wars might involve

• resisting evil aggression.
• defending the innocent from oppression.
• those where the motivation is not selfish or self-

serving.

Defensive wars are more easily justified. Often wars
must be clearly scrutinized and are always filled with
moral dilemmas. But God will give wisdom and His
mind to those who genuinely seek it.

Assignment: If you disagree with this conclusion state why and cite
your biblical support.

• Summary on Contemporary Issues

Neither the topics covered nor their treatment is
designed to be definitive or exhaustive. The goal is to
encourage Christians to use the process taught to
think through the issues and consider carefully
what God’s Word has to say on such issues and to
act wisely, responsibly and biblically as a child of
God. It is a great challenge but God’s Word is sufficient
to meet it!
2 Ti. 3:15-17

*Our real problem in dealing with contemporary moral
and ethical issues is that more often than not we voice
our personal views instead of God’s perspective from
His Word.*

Presenting God’s view and perspective to a lost
world will help demonstrate the reasonableness of
the Gospel.
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III. Discipleship – the Church as God’s instrument for establishing,
multiplying and building up believers in the faith.

A. Introduction and purpose

Discipleship is not an option for the Church – it is the main work of
the Church! The neglect of genuine discipleship throughout Church
history has contributed greatly to the non-fulfillment of the Great
Commission.

This failure by the Church is a result of several factors:

1. Literal disobedience.

2. Lack of understanding of discipleship principles and practices.

3. Laziness – being unwilling to do what is necessary to “make dis-
ciples”.

4. Looking to make converts instead of disciples.

The purpose of this section is to deal mostly with factor 2 above
because 1 and 3 are matters we cannot control. And factor 4 results
from ignoring the clear teaching of Scripture.

In dealing with discipleship the basic approach will be to concentrate
on principles and practice – on concepts and content.

As we work through this material all of us need to ask one simple
question:

“Am I really a disciple of Jesus Christ?”

B. Biblical principles of discipleship

1. The command to make disciples

The command for the Church to “make disciples” is crystal
clear in the New Testament. In fact the action verb in the Great
Commission passage in Mt. 28:18-20 is to

make disciples of all nations by

• going
• baptizing
• teaching to obey Scripture.
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The only real issue for any local church is whether or not they
are being obedient to this command. The New Testament Church
did obey the Great Commission and the results were phenomenal
– the church expanded, and believers were established and
encouraged in their faith.

In Ac. 14:21-28 the New Testament Church specifically obeyed
the command to make disciples –

They
 “preached the good news”.
 “won a large number of disciples”.
 “strengthened and encouraged them to remain true to the faith”.
 “stayed there a long time with the disciples”.

The operating orders of Christ to the Church are clear – the
challenge is to respond in committed obedience.

2. The concept of discipleship

a. What is a disciple?

A disciple is a committed follower
submitted servant             of Jesus Christ
student-learner

A disciple is one who has

• come to Jesus as his Savior
• come to Jesus as his Lord and Master to

– follow Christ in obedience
– learn from Christ as his teacher

• committed himself to become like Christ in character and
conduct.
Lk. 6:40

In short, a disciple is a Christian who is allowing Christ to
reflect His life through him.

b. What is discipleship?

Discipleship is not simply

• a ritual to perform
• a program to follow
• a form to fill in
• a prescribed code to obey
• a curriculum to teach
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but discipleship is being

• rightly related to Christ as Savior.
• rightly related to Christ as Lord.
• rightly related to Christ as Teacher.

Note that discipleship is primarily relational – it is a call to
be in relationship to Jesus as

a follower to his Lord (who unquestionably follows)
a servant to his Master (who unselfishly serves)
an apprentice to his Mentor (who unashamedly learns by

doing)

Jesus said “Follow ME”  (Lk. 5:27)

 “Come to me... and learn from ME”.

Discipleship is a way or direction of life (Mt. 11:28-29)

And Jesus taught his disciples by sharing principles with them,
practicing before them by example and having them personally
participate.

And since Jesus is not here now physically, it is crucial for the
Church to have godly examples and role models for immature
believers to follow:
1 Co. 11:1
Heb. 13:7
1 Ti. 4:12
Php. 4:9

Assignment: How do most churches and Christians view and describe
discipleship? Is that biblical?
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3. The characteristics of discipleship

How do we know if we are truly disciples of Christ? Scripture
sets forth three distinctive marks of a disciple:

a. loves other believers.
Jn. 13:35

b. obeys Christ and His Word
Jn. 8:31

c. bears much fruit
Jn. 15:8 (see also Col. 1:10)
in terms of
– personal growth to maturity
– personally making Christ known to others
– participating in the spiritual growth of others.

4. The conditions of discipleship

Not all Christians are true disciples of Christ because all are not
willing to meet the conditions. Lk. 14:25-35 sets forth the
conditions. The “Ifs”:

a. deny self-will and follow Christ.

b. settle the priority of his relationship to Christ over
human relationships.

c. separate himself from the things of the world.

A believer who is not willing to meet the conditions cannot
be Christ’s disciple.

Lk. 5:11 says they

 “left everything and followed Him.”

For a disciple, his relationship to Christ must be his central
focus in life and that which motivates and directs him.
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5. The call and aim of discipleship

The call and aim of discipleship is for the disciple to become

a. a fisher (procurer) of other men
Mt. 4:19

b. a reproducer of other disciples
2 Ti. 2:1-2

c. like Christ, his teacher and master
Lk. 6:40

which involves

• teaching
• training
• time
• total allegiance and devotion to Christ.

So a Christian is not involved in discipleship simply for his own
benefit but to become useful to Christ and the church in
making more disciples.

Discipleship then is the process of personally following Christ
and entrusting what Christ is teaching you to others and training
them to transfer it to still others.

With that basic understanding and review of the principles of
discipleship we now must consider how to effectively
implement and practice discipleship in the local church.

Just how does the church develop mature believers (disciples)
in terms of belief and behavior?

C. Biblical practice of discipleship

1. Building a discipleship mind-set in the local church

Most churches do not have a discipleship “mind-set” with
respect to church members. The church “program” usually
consists of

• worship and music
• prayer meetings
• Bible teaching
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• fellowship
• activities
• committee and business meetings.

A discipleship mind-set means that the church program is built
around the process of discipling members in every area of
church life.

But that will not just happen by itself! Church leaders must

• decide to develop a discipleship mind-set.

• determine to model and implement it.

• do what is necessary in practice to make it happen.

A discipleship mind-set in the church can be developed
through

• communicating the basic concepts of discipleship to the
church. The pastor might want to preach a series of
messages on discipleship using Luke, Matthew or John to
prepare the way.

• evaluating all church programs, ministries and activities in
light of whether or not they are contributing to discipleship
ministry and growth.

• implementing programs and ministries which emphasize
discipleship.

• realizing that all discipleship involves

– teaching the Word of God.

– training in the practice of the principles of the Word.

– time spent with people in close association.

– togetherness in growing to maturity in Christ.

• focusing on 5 key passages which detail the how and what
of discipleship development:

1. Equipping for ministry Eph. 4:11-16
2. Building to maturity Col. 1:28-29
3. Teaching  principles 2 Ti. 2:1-2
4. Training in practice Php. 4:9
5. Instructing in the Word 2 Ti. 3:15-17
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• relying on the power of the indwelling Spirit to make
discipleship training effective.

• establishing various ways through which discipleship
training can in fact occur and in which people can be
personally involved.

• encouraging all members to be involved in some aspect of
discipleship training.

• placing new converts and church members into the
discipleship process as quickly as possible.

• maintaining a discipleship mind-set over time.

• reaping the rewards in terms of spiritual growth which
produces numerical growth.

But, discipleship training does not just happen in the local
church! It must be implemented, maintained and nurtured.

Assignment: What aspect of discipleship has impacted you personally
so far?

2. Building a discipleship ministry in the local church

Here are some specific ways or methods through which
discipleship training can occur in the local church.

a. Methods of discipleship training

While methods are not as important as the content and the
process, some method must be used.
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- One on one

The process here is to assign a new convert or imma-
ture believer to a mature Christian disciple who can
personally work with the person in a relational
setting over a period of time to

• model discipleship
• teach
• train
• counsel
• advise
• answer questions.

Normally some sort of specified curriculum or booklet
would be used along with assignments, etc.

The hindrances relate to the time required and the lack
of mature disciples to act as trainer/teachers.

The positive aspects are

• personal attention and encouragement
• building a Christian relationship
• accountability
• the results of disciple-reproduction are high using

this method
• flexible time schedule
• content and focus can be custom designed for the

person’s needs
• progress is easy to evaluate.

- Small groups

This method uses one disciple/trainer to work with 2 to
about 10 people. It is probably the most effective for
most churches. The groups can be couples with a
husband/wife leader or male or female groups.

Some sort of structured curriculum or workbook is
essential to insure that learning is occurring. The leader
must be very capable and able to answer hard questions
and deal with difficult people.

259



Negatives include not enough personal, specialized
attention, along with less freedom in scheduling sessions,
etc. because of the number of people involved. It is also
harder to build significant personal relationships.

Positives include

• the ability to teach and train more people.
• having to relate to different kinds of people.
• input from a variety of backgrounds and experiences.
• potential for faster reproduction.

While Jesus undoubtedly did some one on one
discipleship training and often taught large groups, He
apparently spent a great deal of His time working with the
group of 12 apostles, concentrating on the 3 with the
greatest leadership/servant potential – Peter, James
and John. (See Mt. 17:1-23 and Mt. 26:36-45; Mk.
6:30-34.)

Jesus

• selected His disciples.
• spent time with them in teaching and training.
• specifically took them with Him in ministry.
• sent them out on their own after they were trained.

Jesus was making them “fishers of men”, i.e., training
them to become reproducers (disciple makers).

- Large groups

While discipleship training can be accomplished in large
groups (12 and up), it is more difficult to

• build relationships.
• hold people accountable.
• get everyone involved in actual practice and ministry.
• evaluate progress.
• cover everything necessary in enough detail.

Larger group discipleship usually works well for
establishing new believers in the basics of the faith. It can
be used as a more general teaching/training experience to
be followed by assignment to a small group or an
individual if available. Note that simply teaching the Word
is not all there is to discipleship. There must be

• personal involvement.
• practical training.
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• practice experiences.
• positive role modeling.

- Other methods of discipleship

If the local church does not have the resources or
leadership necessary to develop the materials and design
the discipleship training, there is usually help from other
sources.

Most denominations have basic discipleship curriculum
available like “Masterlife” for Baptists. Many para-
church organizations have developed excellent programs
and materials/workbooks, etc., for example:

• Campus Crusade (10 Steps to Christian Ministry)
• The Navigators (2:7 series)
• Intervarsity Press (IVP)
• Billy Graham Evangelism Association.

However, keep in mind that real discipleship
training involves more than filling in a booklet and
completing a specific course. Programs and materials
are available so that is no excuse!

Assignment: Which of the discipleship methods do you believe is the
most effective?  Why?

- Requirements for leaders

Those involved in discipleship training as leaders
should

• be disciples themselves.
• have a servant spirit.
• pray for their group regularly.
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• express genuine love and concern.
• be a good, consistent example of a Christian.
• reward and recognize individual progress in the

group.
• not be afraid to warn, correct and speak the truth in

love.
• be a good teacher and effective communicator.
• encourage participation and interaction.
• provide practical assignments.
• be excited and expectant for God to cause spiritual

growth.
• develop his own style and not copy others.
• keep a teachable attitude.
• depend on the Holy Spirit.

There is no more rewarding and satisfying ministry
in the church than teaching and training people to
become disciples. And as people mature in the Lord
they too need to become disciple makers.

- Curriculum of discipleship training

Many local churches neglect discipleship because they
do not have a good curriculum to use for training
disciples. Curriculum refers both to the

• course of study and the
• content of that course.

The truth of the matter is that while most local
churches cannot design and produce the discipleship
curriculum, it is available!

At least the pastor can start teaching expositorily
through

• Luke or John
• Acts
• Romans
• Galatians
• Ephesians
• Philippians
• Colossians

For a pastor trained in the BTCP there really is no
excuse at all. The various course manuals contain all the
discipleship curriculum content most churches need. In
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fact, all of the courses except perhaps Preaching and
Pastoral Ministry could and should be taught in the
churches. But where do you start? What do you teach
new converts? How about helping believers grow to
maturity?

The following suggestions for curriculum content are
not definitive or exhaustive but they will get you started
in the right direction. This material has been designed so
it can be reproduced and used by a pastor or elder in his
own church.

3. Biblical curriculum for discipleship

Discipleship training seeks generally to produce in the life of
believers certain objectives.

a. Objectives of discipleship:

1. Confident assurance of salvation and eternal life.

2. Comprehension of their position in Christ.

3. Continued development of personal devotional and
prayer life.

4. Consecration to Jesus Christ as Lord.

5. Constant reliance on the filling of the Spirit.

6. Competence in studying and understanding the Word.

7. Complete obedience to a life of faith and the principles
of Scripture.

8. Consistent ministry involvement in the local church and
with other believers.

9. Capability to witness effectively to the lost.

10. Comprehensive biblical world view.

11. Capacity to make other disciples.

12. Ceaseless pursuit of holiness and cleansing from sin.

13. Conformity to Christ in character, conduct and
conversation.
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This is really what Paul meant in Col. 1:28-29 when he
talked about “presenting every person complete or perfect in
Christ”.

Discipleship then is the process by which Christians
grow to spiritual maturity in Christ.
Eph. 4:12-13
Jude 20

And spiritual maturity requires both
• knowing the content and
• obeying the concepts of Scripture over time.

So the focus of discipleship training must always be
concentrated on the Word of God.
2 Ti. 3:15-17

b. Curriculum for new believers

Goal:  The aim for new believers is to establish and ground
them in basic Christian faith and practice and start them on
the road of discipleship and maturity.

Note:  At this point the pastor/teacher may want to consult
and review Personal Spiritual Life and the Salvation section
of Bible Doctrine Survey.

Assignment: What would you use as the curriculum for discipleship in
your church?
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• 7 essential subjects

The content (knowledge and skills) for new believers
would include at least the following 7 basic subjects:

1. Understanding salvation.

2. Living the Christian life.

3. Studying and obeying the Word.

4. Prayer and devotional life.

5. Dealing with sin and temptation.

6. Fellowship and church ministry involvement.

7. Sharing the Gospel.

1. Understanding salvation

• verification of conversion

It is important to determine if in fact the person
being discipled is saved.
2 Co. 13:5-8

Ask simple but revealing questions.

Questions:

How did you become a Christian?

How would you explain to a lost person how to
be saved?

If there is any doubt at all review the Gospel and
make certain the person understands salvation
by grace through faith and has received Christ.
You can’t make a disciple out of a non-
Christian. Use verses like

Eph. 2:1-10
Ro. 5:6-11
Jn. 1:12-13
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• awareness of results of salvation

Question:

Do you know what happened to you when you
were saved?

Regardless of the response, you need to make
sure they understand at least the basic
consequences of salvation.

- forgiveness of sins Eph. 1:7

- position in Christ Col. 1:27

- Christ as their life Col. 3:3-4

- reconciled to God 2 Co. 5:18

- destined for eternal life Jn. 3:16

- redeemed from slavery Ro. 6:20-23
and sin

- dead to (separated from) Ro. 6:6-7, 11-12
the power of sin

- now a child of God Jn. 1:12-13

- permanently indwelt Eph. 1:13-14
and sealed by the 1 Co. 6:19-20
Holy Spirit

- transferred from Col. 1:12-14
Satan’s kingdom of
darkness to Christ’s
kingdom of light

- a new creation in 2 Co. 5:16-17
Jesus Christ

- set apart to serve Christ 1 Ti. 1:12
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• assurance of salvation

Question:

How do you know you are saved? The truth is
that God’s Word says so!

Distinguish between

– eternal security (a fact)
Jn. 10:27-30
Ro. 8:28-39
1 Jn. 5:10-13

– assurance (a feeling)
Ro. 8:14-16
2 Ti. 1:12

You are saved whether you feel like it or
not. Assurance is really a matter of faith –
believing the truth of God’s Word.

If the person still does not “feel” saved have
them read Ro. 8 every day for one week.
The Spirit will bear witness with their spirit
that they are saved.

On the issue of losing one’s salvation, point out
that we are kept by the very power of God.
(Jn. 10:29 and 1 Pe. 1:3-5). You lacked the
power to save yourself and you lack the power
to unsave yourself. If you can lose your
salvation then it is by works!

Assignment: What are the two most important results of your
salvation?
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2. Living the Christian life

• by exercising faith

Question:

How do you define “faith”?

Faith is

- believing God and His Word.

- claiming the promises of God.

- actively trusting in God.

Faith is not a blind leap in the dark but a bold
step of trust in light of who God is.  Faith
always has God as its object.
Heb. 11:1-12:3
Ac. 27:25

We are saved by faith and called to live the
Christian life by faith.
Col. 2:6-7
2 Co. 5:7
Ro. 1:16-17

• by being filled with the Spirit

Question:

What is the source of our power (enablement)
to live the Christian life?

The indwelling Spirit is our energy, strength and
power but we must yield to Him, allowing Him
to fill us and direct, control and influence our
lives.
Ro. 8:5-6
Eph. 3:20-21
Eph. 5:18-20

The Holy Spirit empowers us to witness for
Jesus and serve Him. (Ac. 1:8)  He also
enlightens our minds and enables us to
understand the things of God.
1 Co. 2:12-16
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• by realizing our position “in Christ” and allowing
Christ to live through us

Question:

Is the Christian life a matter of my imitating
Christ?

No, it is allowing Christ to manifest His life in
and through yours.
Ro. 6:1-10
Gal. 2:20
Jn. 15:1-8
Col. 3:1-10

• by progressing toward spiritual maturity

Question:

What is the goal of the Christian life?

To become conformed to the image of Jesus
Christ in character, conduct and conversation
and thereby glorify God.
2 Co. 3:17-18
Heb. 6:1-3
Eph. 4:13
Php. 3:7-21
Ro. 8:28-29

Note: See the “spiritual barometer” on p. 284.

Assignment:  How do most believers attempt to live the Christian life?
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3. Studying and obeying the Word of God

Question:

What does God use to accomplish growth to
maturity?

The Word of God is the spiritual food which
causes us to grow to maturity as we obey its
principles in the power of the Spirit.
Jas. 1:22-25
1 Pe. 2:2
Jn. 6:63

God’s Word has the power to

- transform us 1 Th. 2:13

- keep us from sinning Ps. 119:9-11

- reveal our motives Heb. 4:12

- give us an independent Ps. 119:89-91
standard of truth 1 Co. 4:6-7

Mk. 7:13

- guide us Ps. 119:105

- instruct and encourage Ro. 15:4
us

- warn and caution us 1 Co. 10:11-12
about the mistakes of
others

- cause us to know God Jn. 5:39
better Lk. 24:27, 44

- teach, correct and 2 Ti. 3:16-17
train us in righteousness Ro. 12:2
and re-program our minds
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But if we fail to study and obey God’s Word we are
wasting our time.
Mt. 7:24-27
Jas. 1:22-25
2 Ti. 2:15

God desires and expects us to be obedient and
dedicated to His Word.
Ezr. 7:10-11

Assignment: How do many believers use the Word of God?

4. Prayer and devotional life

• prayer

Question:

What is prayer and why is it important?

Prayer is

- conscious dependence on God.
1 Jn. 5:14-15

- the channel by which He works in our lives.
Jas. 5:15-16
2 Co. 1:9-11

- communion with God.
Php. 4:4-8
1 Pe. 3:12

• talking with Him
• listening to Him
• asking of Him
• getting to know Him
• praising Him
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Prayer enables us to know the mind and will of
God and have confidence and His peace about
life and its difficulties.
Col. 1:9-12

• devotional life

Question:

What is the devotional life?

The “devotional life” is your personal quiet time
spent with God each day in

- prayer Col. 4:2
- praise Ps. 113:1-3

Ps. 145:1-2
- worship Ps. 95:6-7
- thanksgiving Ps. 75:1
- reading and meditating Ac. 17:11

on His Word Ps. 1:2
- waiting and relying on Ps. 119:97-104

God and His goodness Ps. 27:13-14
- thinking about God Ps. 119:13-20

Col. 3:15-17

It is part of the process of getting to know God,
enjoying Him and being refreshed, encouraged
and strengthened to live for Him daily.
Jer. 9:23-24

As we read the Word and think about it God
gives us insight, guidance and understanding
which we specifically need at that particular
time.

Suggestions:

- Set aside a specific time (about 30 min.)
each day – the first thing in the morning or
the last thing at night.

- Pray.
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- Read the Word systematically.

- Write down insights and convictions.

- Thank God for your time with Him.

- Remember your quiet time with God.

- Recall God to your mind during your busy
day.

Assignment: How does Jer. 2:13 relate to the devotional life? How
much time do most Christians spend each day in quiet
time?

5. Dealing with sin and temptation

• sin

Question:

How do I as a Christian deal with sin?

Not only did Christ forgive us of our sins but
He also

- freed us from the power of sin.
Ro. 6:1-2
Ro. 6:5-6

- gave us His Holy Spirit to enable us to
overcome and defeat sin in our lives.
Gal. 5:16-25
Ro. 8:12-14

- motivates and commands us to put off
sinful attitudes and actions in the power of
the Spirit.
Eph. 4:17-24
Col. 3:1-10
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However, we must choose to live a life of
holiness and not a sinful one.
Ro. 6:11-12
Ro. 13:14
2 Co. 7:1
1 Pe. 1:13-16

Question:

When I do sin, what do I do next?

We will all sin from time to time but not as a
way of life. God has made provision for us to

- confess our sins.

- claim the forgiveness already provided on
the cross by Christ.

- continue to walk in the Spirit and forsake
that sin.
1 Jn. 1:8-9
Ro. 8:1-2
Ro. 8:12-14

• temptation

Question:

How do I stand up under temptation?

Temptation is not sin – yielding to it is! We
will all be tempted by Satan, sin, self and the
secular world system to sin from time to time.

We successfully deal with temptation by

- refusing to be deceived Jas. 1:13-17

- recognizing its source 1 Pe. 5:8-11

- resisting by faith Jas. 4:7
Eph. 6:10-16

- remembering the Word Mt 4:1-4
Eph. 6:17

- relying on the power Mt. 26:41
of the Spirit Eph. 6:18

- realizing God has 1 Co. 10:11-13
provided a way out.

Missions Evangelism Discipleship

274



Remember: When a Christian falls to temptation
or sins it is because he chooses to not
because he has to!!

Assignment: Why are so many Christians “easy prey” to temptations?

6. Fellowship and church ministry involvement

• fellowship

Question:

What is fellowship and why is it necessary?

Fellowship means

- a partnership.

- a common or mutual sharing.

- a participation with other like-minded
people.

God did not design and does not intend the
Christian to live his life by himself in isolation
from other believers. True fellowship is
necessary if we are to properly grow to spiritual
maturity. Relating to other believers through
Christian fellowship is an essential ingredient in
the process.
Ac. 2:42-47
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Through fellowship believers mutually

- encourage one another.

- strengthen one another.

- teach and admonish (warn and counsel) one
another.

- pray for one another.

- edify and build-up one another.

- praise God together.

- meet each others’ needs.

- hold each other accountable.

- share our very lives with one another.

- look out for the interests of one another.

- serve one another.

Php. 1:3-11
Php. 2:1-4
Ro. 1:11-12
1 Th. 2:8-10
Col. 3:16-17
Eph. 5:18-21
1 Jn. 1:3

Every believer needs to be in fellowship with at
least one other Christian on a regular basis.

Assignment:  Of what does the fellowship in many churches consist?
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• church ministry involvement

Question:

Why is church ministry involvement important
for Christians?

The Church is the body of Christ of which all
Christians are members in general. Each believer
should be specifically involved in a local church
(see 1 Co. 12:12-27). The local church is a
collective, supporting fellowship of believers in
a particular place. The New Testament fully
anticipates all church members being
actively involved and contributing their part.

And the Bible provides all of the essentials on
“how people ought to conduct themselves in
God’s household, which is the church”.
1 Ti. 3:15

The church gathers

- to worship, praise and pray.

- to fellowship with one another and God.

- to mutually encourage and minister to one
another.

- to edify and teach.

- to equip and train for the work of ministry
including evangelism.
Ac. 2:42-47

The church provides a context in which
believers:

- can be built up to maturity in Christ.
Col. 1:28-29
Eph. 4:13-16

- can be equipped and trained to do the work
of ministry.
Eph. 4:12
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- can exercise their spiritual gifts and serve
the body.
1 Pe. 4:8-11
Eph. 4:11-12

- can each contribute their part to the body of
Christ.
1 Co. 12:12

- can be taught the Word of God.
Ac. 18:11

Each believer can

- serve in some capacity to accomplish God’s
purposes.
Ro. 12:3-8

- give financially to meet the needs of the
church and others.
1 Co. 16:1-2

- encourage others.
1 Th. 5:11

- comfort other suffering believers.
2 Co. 1:3-11

- pray for each other.
Col. 4:2-4

- be equipped by the Word to do God’s work.
2 Ti. 3:15-17

Church ministry involvement for the
Christian should not be a bother but a
blessing!

It is a privilege to share God’s love in the lives
of other saints.

The church, then, is the biblical context for
spiritual growth to maturity and for

• establishing new believers.
• equipping the saints.
• evangelizing the lost.

Ac. 14:21-24
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   Assignment:  Why is it true in many churches that 20% of the people
give 80% of the money and do 80% of the ministry? What
does this indicate?

7. Sharing the Gospel

Question:

Since I am a new believer shouldn’t I wait until I am
trained and gain some experience and maturity
before I witness to others about Christ?

Sharing the Gospel (good news about Christ and
His cross) is not an option; it is a command and
expected of every believer.
Ac. 1:8
Mt. 28:18-20
2 Co. 3:14-18

There will be plenty of time later for specialized
training in evangelism and apologetics.

But there is no real reason why a new believer
should not share his faith immediately!

A new believer can learn

- a simple Gospel presentation (like the one he
heard) or use a prepared tract.

- to give his own personal testimony orally or in
writing by sharing his life before and after
salvation.

- to focus on

• who Christ is.
• what Christ has done for him.
• what it means to be saved.

  - to rely on the Holy Spirit to witness to Christ
through him.
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Notice that immediately after his salvation, Paul
began to share the Gospel with others. Ac. 9:20-22

The best way to learn to witness for Christ is to
witness for Christ! Let people share Christ while
they are still excited, lack inhibitions and have not
yet learned why they cannot!

Assignment: Where did the erroneous idea come from that witnessing
is for the clergy and the evangelist?

Summary

These seven basic subjects can be covered in as
few as seven 1 hour sessions individually or in
groups. It may take longer depending on the
background of the person, the number of questions,
etc.  But this grounding of new believers is essential
in the process of making the disciples.

After completing this initial phase of discipleship
training most new believers will be ready to begin to
serve and grow in the Lord.

c. Curriculum for maturing believers

What is the best curriculum content and skills training
after believers have been successfully grounded and
established in the basics?

It is not the purpose here to detail all of the subjects and
training needed, for that is really what the BTCP
curriculum is designed to do.
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The goal here is to make some specific suggestions and
provide some guidance.

Reference should be made to p. 263 of this manual
where the 13 objectives for Discipleship Training are
listed. There are many different approaches to reading
these objectives.

• All of these objectives fall into 3 broad categories:

1. Personal spiritual life

Goals:

– continued development of relationship to
God and growth to spiritual maturity.

– consistent practical application of the
principles of Scripture in every day living.

– living by faith in the power of the Spirit to
please God.

– learning to really love God and love people.

– bringing glory to God through holy living.

– becoming conformed to the image of Christ.

2. Practical skill in handling the Word of God

– learning and obeying Bible content and
doctrine in a skillful way.

– developing a biblical perspective and world
view.

– teaching and training others in the Word.

3. Participation in service for God in the
Church
– being involved personally in evangelism and

equipping.

– enhancing fellowship and development of
godly relationships.

– meeting the needs of and ministering to
others.
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• Specific suggestions for maturing believers

The following specific suggestions are personal and
may be modified to better fit particular situations.
How much time is involved and who does the
training is left to the local church. Remember,
discipleship is a lifelong process of following
Christ and growing-up in Him.

Teach and train believers in:

Step 1 The principles of Personal Spiritual Life
(BTCP  Course No. 6)

Step 2 Bible Study Methods and Interpretation
(Course No. 1)

Step 3 Bible Doctrine Survey (Course No. 5)

Step 4 Old Testament Survey (Course No. 2)

Step 5 New Testament Survey (Course No. 3)

Step 6 Missions, Evangelism, Discipleship (Course
No. 10)

Step 7 Use Course No. 7 (Church Ministry/
Administration/Education) and Course No. 8
(Teaching Method and Principles) to train
church leaders and teachers.

Step 8 Systematic study of individual books of the
Bible – (alternate between Old Testament
and New Testament books).

All of the material in the BTCP courses does not
necessarily have to be taught nor is it all desirable
for church members. Certain portions of particular
course manuals may be used for special teaching;
for example, the principles of Christian giving and
stewardship or prayer, etc. The pastor or teaching
elder will need to determine exactly what and how to
teach it – but all that is needed in terms of basic
knowledge and skills for making mature disciples is
contained in these manuals.

Teach and train disciples!!
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4. Biblical purpose of discipleship

How do you know if someone has arrived at maturity in
discipleship? We never reach full maturity – it is a lifelong
process.  The issue is are we still growing and making progress
and being obedient?  Scripture says it this way:

“I press on toward the goal.”
(Php. 3:7-16, esp. vs. 14)

“Let us go on to maturity.”
(Heb. 5:11-6:3, esp. vs. 6:1)

“Let us press on to know [acknowledge] the Lord.”
Hos. 6:3

“Build yourselves up in your most holy faith.” Jude 20

The spiritual barometer on the next page will provide some
indication of where you are in the process of becoming a
mature disciple.
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A SPIRITUAL BAROMETER FOR DISCIPLES
[1 TI. 4:15]

Rising? Falling? Steady?
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    Summary

A maturing disciple is one who is

• growing in his relationship to God.
• praying, praising and worshipping fervently.
• giving of his resources to God’s work.
• edifying and equipping other believers.
• serving the Church by using his spiritual gifts.
• obeying the Word consistently.
• walking by faith in the Spirit’s enablement.
• sharing the Gospel regularly.
• fellowshipping with other believers.
• glorifying God, not himself.

The maturing disciple will

1. make more disciples.

2. manifest Christ in his life.

3. maintain consistent obedience to the Word of God.

The disciple “who is fully trained will be like his teacher.” (Lk.6:40)

D - devoted to Christ

I - increasing in grace and knowledge

S - submitted to and serving Christ and the church

C - committed to discipling others

I - instructing others in the Word

P - practicing the principles of Scripture

L - leading the lost to salvation

E - equipping and edifying the saints

The ultimate discipleship goal is to be conformed to
Christ in character, conduct and conversation.
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A P P E N D I X





The NIV Study Bible contains a wealth of information and numerous features to assist you
in the study of God's Word. It is written for English-speaking people around the world.
Note:  All page numbers are to the 10th Anniversary Edition of The NIV Study Bible
(©1995).

*Caution:  Only the text of Scripture is inspired. All other features such as outlines,
introductions, study notes, maps, charts, etc., are helpful, but are only the product of men.*

    General features of The NIV Study Bible

1. Table of Contents  - in front of Bible  ( p. viii)
A list in order of the books of the Bible and the page on which each book begins.
Following the Table of Contents is a list of the maps and charts and the book to which
they apply.

2. Color maps - at very back of Bible
An index to places on the color maps comes just before the color maps (p. 2169-72).

3. Concordance - in back of Bible before the color maps  (p. 2023-2168)
*Use to find where a particular word appears in Scripture.

For example:  evil  (p. 2061 – Concordance)
                             *indicates every occurrence included
                             (  ) related words to check

4. Index to Subjects - topical  (p. 1955-72)
Provides a topical index to selected subjects with a list of the Bible texts which relate to
those subjects.

5. Index to Notes  - study notes  (p. 1973-2017)
Provides the page number and text reference on which major study notes appear on a
particular subject, person, place. word or concept.

6. Index to Maps - (p. 2019-22)
Provides the pages in the Study Bible where specific place-names are located on maps
within the Study Bible.

Practical Hints for Using The NIV Study Bible
(New International Version)

10th Anniversary Edition
©1995 Zondervan Publishing House
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7. Essays on:
The Conquest and Ethical Question of War  (p. 284)
Wisdom Literature  (p. 721)
Minor Prophets  (p. 1311)
Time between the Testaments  (p. 1424-27)
Synoptic Gospels  (p. 1431)
Pastoral Letters  (p. 1833)
General Letters  (p. 1877)

8. NIV Harmony of the Gospels - following John  (p. 1636-41).

9. Major Archaelogical Finds in the N.T.  (p. 1642)

    Special features of The NIV Study Bible

1. Black and white maps in main body of the Bible, listed in front of Bible -
"contents:maps"  (p. ix)

For example:  the Seven Churches of Revelation (p. 1927)

2. Charts listed in front of Bible - "contents:charts"  (p. x)
For example: Tribes of Israel (p. 80)

Parables of Jesus   (p. 1568)
Miracles of Jesus   (p. 1593)
Qualifications for Elders  (p. 1840)

3. Introductions to individual books of the Bible, precede the text of the book itself
For example:  Micah  (p. 1364)

•  human author
•  date of writing
•  historical context
•  theme or purpose
•  structure of book
•  outline of book

*Before studying a book, read the introduction and outline.

The following will describe the chapter numbers, verse numbers, paragraphs, study
notes, text notes, parallel passages, icons, chapter headings and the cross reference
system. (A copy of p. 1592 is attached as an example.)

4. Chapter numbers – large bold numbers

5. Verse numbers – small raised numerals  (Note:  Verse 1 has no number)
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6. Paragraphs – noted by indentation

7. Study notes – appear at bottom of each page below the solid line
•  Explain important words and concepts
•  Interpret difficult verses
•  Draw parallels between specific events and people
•  Describe historical and cultural contexts of passages
•  Demonstrate how one passage helps in understanding other passages

8. Text notes – Follow the last part of the text in the right-hand column and explain a
word or give another translation.

9. Chapter or section headings – titles which summarize the material in a chapter or
section.

10. Parallel passages – appear below the chapter headings to note similar or identical
passages.

11. Cross reference system – located in the center column of the page. It is designed
primarily to refer the reader to related passages on the same subject.

        Symbols: S = "see" (S is first link in the base chain of reference)
            ver. = verse in same chapter

1:34 = chapter 1, verse 34
Letter of alphabet = appears after the word that is the subject of the
      (e.g. "x") cross reference.

Bold letter of alphabet= text note at bottom of right hand column

*Caution:  The cross reference system is complicated and difficult to use but
will prove invaluable with hard work and a little practice.*

12. Symbols or icons - The new version added symbols in the study notes as follows:
The seedling calls attention to Scripture references containing study
notes that have practical principles for personal application.

The shovel points out references containing such notes that provide
light from the study of archaeology.

The silhouette of a human head identifies a character sketch.

For more help, see the Preface and Introduction in front of The NIV Study Bible

   *Only with regular practice will you be able to use this study Bible effectively in
order to gain the most benefit.*
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Taken from THE NIV STUDY BIBLE, Fully Revised Edition. Copyright © 2002 by Zondervan Publishing House.
Used by permission.

basic
   word

(related
     word)
Parentheses indicate a
word related to the
basic word.

* every
     occurrence
An asterisk indicates
that this list is comp-
lete, showing every
occurrence of this word
in the Bible. Other lists,
without the asterisk, are
incomplete and only a
representative sample.

CONCORDANCE

4



chapter

cross
reference

Cross Reference System

parallel
passages

section
heading

paragraph

verse

cultural
setting

text
notes
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Study

Notes

Taken from THE NIV STUDY BIBLE, Fully Revised Edition. Copyright © 2002 by Zondervan Publishing House.
Used by permission.
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THE 66 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

STRUCTURE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

GENESIS 
EXODUS 
LEVITICUS 
NUMBERS 
DEUTERONOMY

 LAW POETRY

JOB 
PSALMS 
PROVERBS 
ECCLESIASTES 
SONG OF SOLOMON

PROPHECY

ISAIAH 
JEREMIAH 
LAMENTATIONS 
EZEKIEL 
DANIEL

HOSEA 
JOEL 
AMOS 
OBADIAH 
JONAH 
MICAH 
NAHUM 
HABAKKUK 
ZEPHANIAH 
HAGGAI 
ZECHARIAH 
MALACHI

HISTORY

JOSHUA 
JUDGES 
RUTH 
1 SAMUEL 
2 SAMUEL 
1 KINGS 
2 KINGS 
1 CHRONICLES 
2 CHRONICLES 
EZRA 
NEHEMIAH 
ESTHER 
 
     

17 BOOKS

12 BOOKS

5 BOOKS 5 BOOKS

39 BOOKS

STRUCTURE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

GOSPELS

MATTHEW 
MARK 
LUKE 
JOHN 

4 BOOKS

HISTORY OF CHURCH

1 BOOK

ACTS

LETTERS

ROMANS 
1 AND 2 CORINTHIANS 
GALATIANS 
EPHESIANS 
PHILIPPIANS 
COLOSSIANS 
1 AND 2 THESSALONIANS 
1 AND 2 TIMOTHY 
TITUS 
PHILEMON 

HEBREWS 
JAMES 
1 AND 2 PETER 
1,2,3 JOHN 
JUDE

21 BOOKS

        PROPHECY

1 BOOK

REVELATION

27 BOOKS

7



8



9

Plan of Salvation

I. Purpose of God (fellowship)
A. Man created in image of God with meaning and purpose to fellowship with

and glorify God.  (Gen. 1:26-31)
B. God simply required man's obedience.  (Gen. 2:16,17)

II. Problem of Man (sin)
A. Man chose to be his own god, to disobey God and sin.  (Gen. 3)
B. Sin brought physical and spiritual death, i.e. separation from Holy God.

(Is. 59:2)
C. All men have sinned and fallen short of God's glory.  (Rom. 3:23; 5:12)
D. Wages of sin is death.  (Rom. 6:23; Heb. 9:27; Rev. 20:15)
E. The shedding of blood is required for forgiveness of sins. (Heb. 9:22)
F. Eternal destiny of unsaved is separation from God. (John 3:18, 36:

Jude  1:7; 2 Thess. 1:8-9)

Issue: Since Scripture says all men are dead in sin and alienated from God
(Eph. 2:1,12), how can man be brought back into right relationship
with God?

III. Provision of God (salvation)
A. Man cannot save himself—

1. Being good is not enough.  (Is. 64:6)
2. Doing good is not enough.  (Eph. 2:9)
3. Wisdom and intellect is not enough.  (Matt. 16:17; 1 Cor. 1:21)

B. Without God salvation is impossible.  (Luke 18:26,27)
C. God through Jesus Christ makes salvation available to all men.

1. God so loved the world that He gave His Son.  (John 3:16)
2. While we were yet sinners and helpless, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5:8)
3. Christ bore our sins in His body and paid the penalty for us by

shedding His blood on the cross. (1 Pet. 2:22-24)
4. Christ died for our sins, was buried and raised the third day

according to Scripture (1 Cor. 15:3-6).
5. Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:6).

IV. Procuring by man of God's provision (faith)
A. Salvation is the free gift of God's grace. (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8)
B. Salvation is made effective by faith alone (Acts 16:31; Rom. 10:9)

Note: Faith is not simply intellectual agreement, but actively trusting in
Christ for forgiveness of sins and eternal life as one turns from sin
to God.

C. Salvation brings eternal life with God. (John 3:16; 1:12)

Offer: Receive by faith the free gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins provided by God's
grace.



Bible Training Centre for Pastors

STATEMENT OF FAITH

This doctrinal statement reflects the broad, mainstream, conservative evangelical tradition
which is consistent with the teachings of the Bible and which has stood the test of history
and experience. We specifically affirm the following doctrinal truths:

1. The Scriptures
We believe that the entire Bible is the inspired Word of God and that men of God

"were moved by the Holy Spirit" to write the very words of Scripture. The Bible is
therefore without error (inerrant) in its original manuscripts. God has supernaturally
preserved the Bible and it is the sole and final authority for faith and life providing
encouragement, guidance, comfort and instruction for training in righteousness
(2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21).

2. The Godhead (Trinity)
We believe in one true God eternally existing in three distinct persons (Father, Son

and Holy Spirit) each of Whom is fully and equally God; possesses all of the divine nature
and attributes, and is totally worthy of our worship and service (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19;
John 1:14, 10:30; 2 Cor. 13:14).

3. God the Father
We believe that God the Father is the first person of the Trinity and is the eternal,

unchanging, all-powerful, all-knowing, all-wise, all-loving, completely just and perfectly
holy, sovereign Ruler and Sustainer of the universe. He is the Father of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ and the Father of all true believers (Gen. 1:1; Eph. 4:6; John 1:12-13,
5:19-21, 17:1-5; Is. 40:21-28, 43:10-13, 46:8-11; Rom. 8:14-16).

4. God the Son
We believe that Jesus Christ is the second person of the Trinity and is the only begotten

eternal Son of God Who became flesh to reveal God to man, to fulfill prophecy, and to
become the Savior of the lost world. In becoming man Jesus did not cease in any way to be
God so that He is fully God and fully man inseparably united in one person forever.

Jesus was miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the Virgin Mary; lived a
sinless life; died on the cross as the substitutionary, all-sufficient atoning sacrifice for all of the
sins of all men of all time; was buried; bodily rose from the dead; physically ascended into
heaven in His glorified, resurrected body; is seated at the right hand of the Father performing
His ministry of intercession; will return in the air to claim His bride the church; and will come
again to earth in bodily form, personally and visibly, to conclude human history and consum-
mate God's eternal plan by executing judgment and ushering in His Millennial Kingdom reign
to be followed by the eternal state John 1:1,14,18, 3:16; Luke 1:30-35; Phil 2:5-8; Col. 2:3,9;
Mark 10:45; Acts 2:22-24; John 1:29; Rom. 3:25-26;Heb. 10:5-14; 1 Pet. 2:24, 3:18; John
20:20; Phil. 3:20-21; Heb. 1:3; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1; Acts 1:11; Heb. 9:28; 1 Thess. 4:13-18;
2 Thess 2:7; Matt. 24:44; Rev. 19:11-21; Rev. 21-22).

5. God the Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity Who specially came

into the world on the day of Pentecost to glorify Christ and to enable men to appropriate
the salvation wrought by Christ. He is the primary agent for the conviction of sin and for
regeneration. Simultaneously with salvation, the Holy Spirit imparts new life, baptizes
the believer into the body of Christ (His church), permanently indwells the believer, and
securely seals the believer unto the day of redemption. The Holy Spirit fills (directs and
controls) those believers who are yielded to Him, enables believers to bear fruit, and
empowers believers to live a life free from sin's dominion. We also believe that the Holy
Spirit gives spiritual gifts to believers for the purpose of edifying the church in accordance
with the teachings of scripture. (1 Cor. 13:8, 14:22; John 16:7-15; 1 Cor. 6:19, 12:13;
Eph. 1:13-14, 4:30; Gal. 5:16-17, 22-23; Rom. 8:5-13; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; Rom. 12:3-8).
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6. Man
We believe that man was created in the image of God by direct act of God and did not

come into being as the result of evolution. Man was created to glorify God, worship and
serve Him, and have fellowship with Him. Man fell through sin by disobeying God, thus
incurring both physical and spiritual death, which alienated him from God. Man's nature
was thus corrupted and he is utterly lost, "dead in trespasses and sins," and totally incapable
of saving himself and coming back into right relationship with God by his own merit or
effort (Gen. 1:26, 2:6,17, 3:17-24; Is. 59:1-2;  Rom. 3:9-19,23, 5:6-8; Luke 18:26-27;
Eph. 2:1-3).

7. Satan
We believe that Satan is the instigator of evil and a real spirit being, not simply the

personifi- cation of evil. He is a fallen angel who, under the sovereign permission of God,
has been given temporary rulership of the earth. He was utterly defeated at the cross, but the
execution of his judgment has been postponed by God until after the Millennial Kingdom
when he will be cast into the eternal lake of fire. In the meantime, he deceives the world and
seeks to establish his counterfeit kingdom on earth to discredit and blaspheme God and to
tempt, accuse, attack and destroy believers. He can be resisted by the believer through faith and
reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit (Gen. 3:1-5; Is. 14:12-17; Ezek. 28:11-19; Job 1-2;
1 John 5:19; 2 Cor. 11:14; 1 Tim. 3:6; 1 Pet. 5:8-9; James 4:7; Rev. 12:9, 20:1-3, 7-10).

8. Salvation
We believe that the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross provides the sole basis for

forgiveness of sins and salvation, which is the free gift of God's grace. Salvation is effected
by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit and cannot be secured by man's works or
personal merit. Salvation is only appropriated by a person placing his faith in the finished
work of Christ. Repentance is a turning toward God and away from sin and is a part of
but not separate from believing faith. "The Gospel is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes" and those who receive Jesus Christ by faith are born again, have
their sins forgiven, become children of God, are a new creation in Christ, and "are sealed by
the Holy spirit unto the day of redemption", being kept by the power of God (Eph. 1:7;
13-14; John 1:12-13, 3:1-7, 14-16; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 1:16, 10:9-10; Eph. 2:8-10;
Rom. 8:14-17, 31-39; John 10:27-29, 14:6; Acts 26:20; 1 Pet. 1:3-5).

9. The Christian Life
We believe that every Christian should live for Christ and not for himself and should,

by the power of the indwelling Spirit, allow Christ to manifest His life through him to
God's glory. By ever increasing obedience to the Word of God, each believer should mature
and progressively become more like Jesus. In the power of the Spirit, each believer should
live a holy life; not fulfill the lusts of the flesh; exercise his spiritual gifts to build up the
body of Christ; witness for Christ; be personally involved in making disciples to fulfill the
great commission; perform good works and bear fruit to the glory of God (Gal. 2:20;
1 Pet. 1:15-16, 2:11; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Rom. 6:11-13; Eph. 2:10, 4:11-12,
4:22-24; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:18-20; Col. 1:10; John 15:8, 16).

10. The Church
We believe that the church is the body of Christ of which Jesus is the Head and

whose members are those who have truly received Christ by faith. The local church is a
tangible expression of the body of Christ in a particular location. Since all members of the
body of Christ are united in Christ by the same Spirit, they should live in love, harmony
and unity, being intent on the same purpose and accepting those sectarian or denominational
practices which are based on a sincere interpretation of the Bible, which do not relate
to substantive doctrinal matters, and  which do not in practice cause disunity or hinder
the ministry. The purpose of the church is to make Christ known to lost  men, to make
disciples, and glorify God on earth (Acts 1:8;1 Cor. 12:12-27; Eph. 1:20-23, 4:1-6,
4:12-16; Matt. 28:18-20; John 17; Col. 1:24-29).
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11. The Ordinances
We believe that the only two ordinances of the church recognized by Scripture are

water baptism and the Lord's Supper. Water baptism by immersion is an act of obedience
following salvation which symbolically pictures the believer's death to sin, burial of the old
life, and resurrection to new life. The Lord's Supper celebrates fellowship and communion
with Christ, symbolically commemorates His death, and anticipates His second coming
(Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47-48; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-28; Rom. 6:3-4).

12. Eternal Destiny of Men
We believe that at death every believer consciously and immediately enters into the

presence and fellowship of the Lord to wait for the physical resurrection and glorification
of his body at Christ's return. The believer will thus enjoy life eternal with God—
fellowshipping, serving and worshipping Him forever (2 Cor. 5:6; 1 Cor. 15:12-58;
Luke 23:39-43; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; John 3:16; Rev. 21–22).

We believe that at death every unbeliever consciously and immediately enters into
separation from the Lord to wait for the physical resurrection of his body to everlasting
condemnation, judgment and punishment (Luke 16:19-31; John 3:18, 36; Rev. 20:5, 11-15;
2 Thess. 1:5-10).

13. Future Things
We believe the next prophetic event will be the rapture of the Church when the Lord

Jesus Christ will return in the air to receive unto Himself all Church Age believers (John
14:1-3; Titus 2:11-14; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Phil. 3:20-21). The rapture of
the Church will be followed by the seven-year Great Tribulation period in fulfillment of
Dan. 9:24-27 and as described in Rev. 6:1–19:21 during which Israel will be purified, the
whole world tested, and the wrath of God poured out against sin (Jer. 30:7; Matt. 24; Rev.
3:10; 1 Thess. 5:9-11).

We believe that at the end of the Great Tribulation the Lord Jesus Christ in His second
coming will personally and physically return to the earth just as He ascended with great
power and glory to execute judgment and usher in the Millennial Kingdom, during which
He will reign on earth for 1000 years with righteousness, justice and peace to fulfill God's
covenant promise to Israel (Acts 1:8-11; Rev. 19:11-21; Ezek. 37:21-28; Is. 11:9;
Rev. 20:1-6).

We believe that the 1000-year reign of Christ on earth will be followed by the final
judgment of Satan when he is cast into the lake of fire forever; the Great White Throne
Judgment and bodily resurrection for unbelievers; the creation of a new heaven and new
earth; and the eternal state
(Rev. 20–22; 2 Pet. 3:1-14).

 ACCEPTANCE POLICY

We accept students from independent churches and from a wide range of
denominations. However, student applicants are required to affirm in writing their
substantial agreement with this statement of faith. Where differences are indicated, the
student may be conditionally accepted for training upon his agreement not to teach,
 promote or exercise such doctrinal differences or practices while he is an active student.
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