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PREFACE

The material in this manual has been prepared from a perspective which represents
the traditional mainstream of Christian theology and practice and is therefore

•  conservative          •  evangelical          •  Bible-centered
This course manual is an integral part of a unified, self-contained curriculum of basic

courses which is designed to provide a local pastor or church leader anywhere in the world
with the basic knowledge and skills which are necessary to effectively carry out their
biblical responsibilities. The material included is essentially “generic” in nature and can be
used in almost any culture. Since the issue of “contextualization” or “culturalization”
primarily relates to communication, not to content, the instructor or teacher will
necessarily supply culturally relevant illustrations and examples where appropriate to
more effectively communicate the basic content.

These course manuals, along with The NIV Study Bible (New International English
Version, Fully Revised Edition, Zondervan Publishing House, ©2002), constitute the
teaching materials used in the Bible Training Centre for Pastors and Church Leaders.
This approach is designed to meet the challenge of practically, adequately and
effectively equipping pastors and leaders who have had little, if any, formal training at the
Bible college or seminary level.

These course manuals are not to be used as a “self-study guide” or to be taught by
unqualified teachers or instructors. Each course is planned for a minimum of 40 hours of
classroom instruction and 30 hours of additional time for review, assignments and
assimilation of the content and skills presented. Some courses may require 60 or more
hours of class time.  The courses range in length from about 100 pages to 300 pages
depending on the subject. When the training is completed these course manuals will
constitute an ongoing “working resource/research library” for the pastor or church
leader. They will also provide an extensive source of biblical material from which the
pastor can teach and preach for years.

The underlying biblical premise for this approach can be found in the scriptural
admonition for the pastor or leader to make disciples by preaching and teaching the word
of God (1 Ti. 4:2; 2 Ti. 2:2; Mt. 28:18-20), knowing that the Bible is the required
curriculum content.

All scripture is God-breathed [inspired] and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting, training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped
for every good work (2 Ti. 3:16-17).

The goal of this curriculum material is to equip leaders so that they will be able as
pastors and teachers to prepare God’s people for works of service, so the body of Christ
may be built up (Eph. 4:11-12), to the glory of God and the advancement of His purposes
on earth.

Course Distinctions

Bible Training Centre for Pastors (BTCP) is the full course of study of all ten
manuals, which are designed for men who are called as pastors, lay pastors, elders,
evangelists or deacons. The BTCP 10 course curriculum includes Course 4P, Preaching
Biblical Messages and Pastoral Ministry.

Bible Training for Church Leaders (BTCL) is eight of the ten courses selected as the
core curriculum for training all other church leaders including women to be equipped for
service. BTCL includes Course 4L, Communicating Biblical Messages in place of
Preaching Biblical Messages and Pastoral Ministry which is specifically for BTCP
applications. The remaining two courses (8. Teaching Principles and Methods and 9. Church
History Survey) can be taught as electives in the BTCL application for church leaders.
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  BIBLE TRAINING
           CENTRE FOR PASTORS

   BTCP Curriculum

Courses                                            hours        Courses hours
1. Bible Study Meth./Interpret. 40 6. Personal Spiritual Life 40
2. Old Testament  Survey 60 7. Church Ministry/Admin./Educ. 40
3. New Testament Survey  60 8. Teaching Princp./Methods 40

4P. Preaching Biblical Messages 60   9. Church History 60
and Pastoral Ministry   10. Missions/Evang./Discp. 60

5. Bible Doctrine Survey 60 Total 520

                                           BIBLE TRAINING
                                            FOR CHURCH LEADERS

  BTCL General Curriculum                               BTCL Electives

Courses     hours     Courses       hours
1. Bible Study Meth./Interpret. 40 8. Teaching Princp./Methods 40
2. Old Testament Survey     60 9. Church History 60
3. New Testament Survey     60 Total 100

 4L. Commun. Biblical Messages 40
5. Bible Doctrine Survey     60    Would take about 6 months to complete
6. Personal Spiritual Life    40     @ 4 hours per week with breaks.

  7. Church Ministry/Admin./Educ. 40
10. Missions/Evang./Discp.  60

Total 400

   * Would take about 2 years to complete
          @ 4 hours per week with breaks.

NOTES:
1. The NIV Study Bible must be used as the Bible text when the students speak

English.
2. Courses 1–6 must be taken in order in both BTCP and BTCL.
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TEACHING  APPROACH

In order to effectively cover the scheduled material in each class session and not
get “bogged down” in the detail or “side-tracked”, the teacher should generally
heed the following suggestions:

In the class period:

   • introduce the lesson content.

   • ask “leading or loaded” questions.

   • emphasize and explain important concepts.

   • focus on and use selected key scriptures.

   • highlight significant portions of the material.

   • stimulate the student’s interest.

   • orient the student’s thinking in a particular direction.

   • answer questions briefly and directly and refer others to the Q & A time
later.

   • don’t try to cover and read the manual material in detail or “word for word”
– the students will read and study it completely later.

   • create a context or frame of reference into which the details and sections
can be placed.

   • refer to and review previously covered truths and principles and preview
others.

   • summarize and restate key ideas, etc.

   • integrate and refer to material in other course manuals.

   • use a combination of lecture, discussion-dialog and question-answer.

  • use “exploratory” questions to test the effectiveness of the teaching
learning process.

   • evaluate the progress by pages or sections covered on a daily basis and
consult with other teachers where available.
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COURSE  1

BIBLE STUDY METHODS
AND

RULES OF INTERPRETATION

Syllabus

Course Description:

An introduction to basic Bible study methods and rules of interpretation with
emphasis on accurately understanding and obeying God’s Word and the
development of practical skills. Students will learn to determine what Scripture
says, what it means, and how it can be applied.

Course Goals:

1. To train pastors and church leaders to properly and systematically
study and interpret the Bible in order to “correctly handle the Word of
Truth” so that they may be “equipped for every good work.”

2. To lead pastors and church leaders to an awareness of their need to
personally apply and obey the Bible as they preach and teach others.

3. To demonstrate that an important purpose of studying the Bible is for
personal “training in righteousness” so pastors and church leaders will
become more like Jesus Christ.

4. To emphasize the necessity to absolutely and totally depend on the
illumination and teaching ministry of the indwelling Holy Spirit.

5. To encourage pastors and church leaders to engage in personal,
serious, regular Bible study in the text of Scripture.

*Study the Word of God to know the God of the Word*
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Course Resources:

(1) This manual
(2) The Fully Revised Edition of The NIV Study Bible (English version, © 2002),

Zondervan Publishing House

Course Requirements:

1. Classroom activity.  Be prepared to take notes in this manual on class lectures
and discussions, and to participate in those discussions.

2. Daily assignments. Carefully read and review the material covered in class
that day including reading all Bible references and completing any
assignments. Make sure you understand the content, concepts and
application of that material (about 4-10 pages per class). When assignments
are completed, the student may work on his reading of  The NIV Study Bible
set forth below.

3. Classroom attendance.  Attendance in class is required. Excessive absences
may result in dismissal from the class. Any missed classes must be made up
by listening to the audio tape (where available) and completing any
assignments. To receive a BTCP or BTCL certificate, attendance of 75% is
required.

4. Evaluation.  In order to take additional courses at the Bible Training Centre,
you must demonstrate to the instructor satisfactory understanding of the
content and ability to practice the skills being taught. Please ask the
instructor to answer any questions or clarify any confusion you may have.
The instructor will review the completed assignments in your course manual,
evaluate your class participation, practical ministry involvement and
interview you regularly to insure that learning is occurring.

5. Additional requirements.

a. Prior to the last class session, you must hand in a one-page statement
describing the truth, principle, concept or biblical person that has
impacted you the most in this course.

b. During the breaks between terms, you are required to complete the
following reading schedule:

• Re-read and review carefully the manual for this course.
• Read the following section of your NIV Study Bible:

By start of Course 3 Genesis -1 Kings
By start of Course 5 2 Kings- Song of Solomon
By start of Course 7 Isaiah - Malachi
 By end  of Course 10 Matthew - Revelation

*Read 25 pages per day (only the Scripture, not the Study Notes, etc.).

• Turn in a written statement that you have completed these
requirements.
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Course Schedule

 Session # Date Page #s Topic

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

etc.

Note:  The instructor may want to fill out this schedule and advise the students of
the material intended to be covered each class (about 5-10 pages depending on
the course). The instructor may also want to start with Practical Hints for using
The NIV Study Bible in the Appendix.

Suggested  Schedule

Almost total freedom is given to
design a schedule which fits the
needs of the students. Here are some
common tracks all of which allow
completion in 3 years maximum.

Full Daytime Track

A full daytime program consists of 3
or 4 hours  of class per day Monday-
Friday, providing 15 to 20 hours of
class time each week. Using six-week
terms with four two-week breaks in
between would allow completion in
about 10 months (3 hours per day) or
8 months (4 hours per day.)

Modular Track

A one week modular program of 6
hours per day (30 hours per week)
would take 18 weeks to complete.
One modular week per month would
require one and one-half years to
complete.

Night or Weekend Track

A weekend or night track of 4 hours
per week would take about two and
one-half years to complete while 6
hours per week would take about
one and one-half years.
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  Teaching Instructions

      The teaching philosophy behind this course is that of practical equipping—the
assimilation of basic, useful knowledge and skills. The assignments are designed
to personally involve the students in practicing the principles being taught. The
review sections seek to make sure the students have grasped and can state the
essential truths. The teacher will want to combine lecture, question-answer and
discussion to insure good interaction and evaluate the learning process. The
teacher should supply culturally relevant illustrations and examples.
       Except as otherwise permitted, the material is designed to be taught without
the use of tests, exams, research papers or textbooks other than The NIV Study
Bible.
      A set of overhead transparencies can be provided for the teacher’s use.
Working on or reviewing the assignments in class using the overhead will foster
good class participation and mutual learning.
      The course manuals are designed to encourage continual use of the main text—
The NIV Study Bible. The principal Bible references in the manuals should be read
in class and used as the point of emphasis.

SUGGESTIONS  FOR TEACHING COURSE 1
BIBLE  STUDY METHODS  AND RULES OF  INTERPRETATION

Pages:    111  Hours required:  35-40 Class sessions: about 25
Pace and schedule: 4-5 pages per 1-1/2 hour class session, adjusted for natural
divisions in the material.
Hints and approach
Bible Study Methods and Rules of Interpretation is by nature a “hands-on”course.
Therefore, the teacher will need to
1. involve the students during class time in order to enhance their ability to

practice the skills.
2. look up, read and interact with cited Scripture as much as possible within the

allotted class time. (Spend as much time in the text as in the manual.)
3. balance lecture with good directed questions.
4. foster interaction by leading discussions.
The teacher will want to
• emphasize the importance of the process.
• illustrate the methods and rules through practice in class.
• enhance the students appreciation for and ability to use the Word to God.

To maintain perspective the teacher should use the main outline at the start of
each session to briefly review and place the current lesson in its proper place in
the course.

Occasionally the teacher may want to work through an assignment on the
overhead to make sure everyone is grasping the process and methods.

In the later part of the course, refer again and again to the 3 steps of Bible Study
Methods and continue to illustrate the basic Rules of Interpretation.

Probably 1-2 class sessions should be devoted to each of the four other
methods of Bible Study starting on p.82.  If the material is completed early it may
be desirable to begin to work through with the students in class one of the other
assignment suggestions on p. 91, 99, 106, or 108 letting the students do most of
the work or allowing the students to start their assignments.

Especially in Course 1 it is essential to make sure the students understand the
specific question in the assignments – go over them in class if necessary.
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Course Outline

BIBLE STUDY METHODS AND RULES OF
INTERPRETATION

I. Introduction (p. 15-32)

A. Power of God’s Word p. 15

B. Purpose of God’s Word p. 17

C. Pastor’s responsibility to study p. 21

D. Role of Holy Spirit in study p. 25

E. Required Attitudes for effective Bible study p. 26

F. Essential Truths about the Bible p. 27

G. Definitions of Important Terms p. 28

1. revelation
2. inspiration
3. inerrancy
4. authority
5. illumination
6. interpretation
7. systematic study

II. Procedure for Systematic Bible Study                      (p. 33-109)

Summary of the three basic steps of systematic Bible study

1. Observation – What does it say?

2. Interpretation – What does it mean?

3. Application – What shall I do?
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A. Explanation of the three basic steps of systematic Bible study
method

 Step 1  Observation   – What does it say? (p. 34-46)

a. Three key thoughts p. 34

b. Asking the right questions p. 35

c. What to look for:

1. Words p. 37

2. Structure p. 39

3. Atmosphere p. 41

4. Literary form p. 43

d. Review of observation p. 46

 Step 2  Interpretation    –  What does it mean? (p. 47-77)

a. Introduction – Key questions to ask p. 47

b. Important matters to remember p. 48

c. General rules (p. 50-61)

1. Interpret literally p. 50

2. Interpret in context p. 53

3. Interpret in view of history and culture p. 56

4. Interpret in view of literary form p. 58

5. Interpret in view of other parts of Scripture p. 59

– guidelines for difficult passages

6. Interpret in view of theological consistency p. 61
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d. Special rules (p. 62-76)

1. Parables p. 62

2. Proverbs p. 63

3. Poetry p. 64

4. Figures of speech p. 66

5. Symbols p. 68

6. Typology (“Types”) p. 69

7. Prophecy p. 71

8. Use of OT in NT p. 74

e. Interpretive dangers p. 77

Step 3    Application  –  What shall I do? (p. 78-80)

a. Results of not obeying p. 78

b. Rules for effective application p. 79

c. Goal of application p. 80

Summary of 3 basic steps p. 81

B. Other Bible study methods (p. 82-110)

1. Biographical p. 83

2. Topical p. 92

3. Theological (doctrinal) p. 100

4. Devotional p. 107

III. A Suggested Plan for Systematic Bible Study p. 111
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BIBLE STUDY METHODS
AND

RULES OF INTERPRETATION

I. Introduction

A. Power of God’s Word

*The words of the Bible have life-changing power*

Isa. 55:10-11

1 Th. 2:13

God’s word has the inherent power to accomplish the purpose God
desires.

1. Converts the unbeliever

1 Pe. 1:22-25

God’s Word is the seed which produces new life.

2 Ti. 3:15

Holy Scripture is able to show a person how to be saved.

Ro. 1:16

The gospel is the power of God for salvation to all who believe.

2. Combats sin

Ps. 119:9-11

When we know and obey God’s Word, we will be able to see sin in
light of the truth and be warned about the consequences of sinning.
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3. Causes spiritual growth

1 Pe. 2:2

Just like drinking milk causes physical growth, God’s Word causes
spiritual growth when it is understood and obeyed.

Jn. 6:63

God’s Word is our spiritual food — take it in and be nourished.

4. Clearly reveals our true motives

Heb. 4:12

God’s Word has the ability to reveal to us our inner, true motives
which we sometimes don’t realize.

5. Conforms us to Christ’s image

Jas. 1:22-25

As we look into the Word of God, it is like a mirror which shows us
what we are really like and what will change when we obey the
Bible.

2 Co. 3:18

As we obey the Word of God consistently, we will become more
Christlike in character, conduct and conversation.

Col. 3:9-10

*The Bible is like no other book you will ever read — it is
the only book with the real power to eternally change your
life.*
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B. Purpose of God’s Word

*The Bible is our resource book for life.*

God’s Word:

1. Contains God’s impartial, eternal standard of truth

Ps. 119:89-91

Ps. 119:160

The Bible is objective truth by which everything else must be
measured.  It reveals what is right and what is wrong.

2. Constitutes a guide for our lives

Ps. 119:105

The Bible provides both general direction for our lives and
specific guidance as we live one day at a time.

3. Comforts, teaches and encourages us

Ro. 15:4

What we learn from God’s Word enables us to endure life’s
difficulties and not lose hope.
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4. Cautions us about the mistakes of others

1 Co. 10:11-12

Examples from Scripture warn us of the consequences of sin
and show us what to avoid.

5. Comprises a tool against temptation

Mt. 4:4, 7

Jesus used the truth of the Bible to oppose and resist Satan’s
temptations and so should we.

6. Communicates knowledge of God

Jn. 5:39

Lk. 24:27, 44

What we really know about God we learn from Scripture —
without it our understanding of God is inadequate and
incomplete.
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7. Causes us to be equipped as God’s servants

The Bible is our basic equipment and training tool.

2 Ti. 3:16-17

ALL scripture is:

� God-breathed (inspired)
“God’s very words”

� Useful (profitable)

for

Teaching (correct doctrine)
what to believe (+)

Belief

Rebuking (convicting of sin and error)
what not to believe (-)

Correcting (disclosing wrong behavior)
   what not do do (-)

Behavior

Training in righteousness    (developing right behavior)
    what to do          (+)

so that

Goal = the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good
work

 (adequate, prepared, mature, complete, capable)

CONCLUSION:  God’s Word is the only method by which we can be
equipped to be men of God, and God’s Word is the only message which we
have to deliver to people which can lead to salvation, change their lives, and
enable them to grow to maturity as Christians.

and

t
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   Review

1. In what sense does God’s Word have power?

2. List at least 3 purposes of God’s Word.

3. By what standard do most people measure truth?
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C. Pastor’s responsibility to study

Because of its power and purpose, God’s Word must be the subject of
our study.

The pastor’s responsibility is to study, obey and teach God’s Word.

Ezr. 7:10

1 Study
� carefully
� diligently

The pastor must 2 Obey God’s
devote himself to � apply Word

� practice

3 Teach

� by word
� by example

Ezra was:

“a teacher well-versed in the Law of Moses” (Ezr. 7:6).
“A man learned in matters concerning the commands and decrees of the

Lord” (Ezr. 7:11).
21



1. The pastor’s study of God’s Word should be:

• diligent (“do your best”)  –  Study

2 Ti. 2:15

– work hard  (like a laborer)

– correctly handle  (“cut straight”)
accurately interpret the word of truth

• daily (regular)

Ac. 17:11

– eagerly (enthusiastically/excitedly)

– examine Scripture

– everyday

• dependent on the Holy Spirit

Ps. 119:124-125

– for wisdom

– for insight

– for understanding

22
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2. The pastor must himself obey God’s Word.

Mt. 7:24-27

It is a wise man who not only hears but obeys the Word.

Assignment:
For each verse listed below, write a one-sentence summary
of the truth taught.

Jn. 7:17

Jn. 13:17

Jn. 14:15

Eze. 33:30-32

Dt. 29:29

Heb. 5:14

To know and not obey is not to know at all — God’s Word
was meant to be obeyed!

“Study the Bible to be wise; believe it to be secure; obey it to be
holy.”  (Anon.)

*As a pastor, obeying God’s Word will keep your character pure
and your credibility powerful.*
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3. The Pastor must therefore preach and teach the Word of God*

2 Ti. 4:2

Preach  –  To proclaim, exhort and apply

Teach  –  To instruct, explain and apply

The primary task is to:

Read scripture and explain the meaning so that people will be
able to understand and make application to themselves.

Ne. 8:1-6, 8, 9, 12

Instruct clearly so people can obey—explain to give
understanding.

Ac. 8:30-35

• Read and proclaim God’s Word in the power of the Holy Spirit.

• Explain God’s Word to give understanding to people.

• Show people how to obey and apply God’s Word.

*We must declare to people what God’s Word says and let God’s
Word speak for itself.*

Do not: Dilute God’s Word 2 Co. 1:18-20
Distort God’s Word 2 Co. 4:2
Deviate from God’s Word 1 Co. 4:6-7

BUT, before a pastor can effectively teach and preach the Word, he must
himself become a committed student of the Word so that he knows
what it says, understands what it means and can apply its truth.

Knowing that his task is to explain and show people how to apply
scripture should motivate the pastor to study the Bible with that goal in
mind.

24
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D. Role of Holy Spirit in study

The pastor must work hard at study but must always rely on the
power of the Holy Spirit.

1. The role of the Holy Spirit in our study is to:

• teach us the truths of God.

Jn. 14:26

• guide us into truth.

Jn. 16:13

• enable us to discern error.

1 Jn. 2:20, 26, 27

• illuminate our minds with insight to understand and accept
truth.

1 Co. 2:12-14

2 Ti. 2:7

Lk. 24:45

• empower us to obey.

Php. 2:13

Eze. 36:27

Col. 1:29

*The Holy Spirit is not a substitute for our Bible study—He makes
our Bible study effective.*
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E. Required Attitudes for effective Bible study

A good Bible student will maintain proper attitudes toward his
study!

1. Desire to know and understand God’s Word.

Ps. 119:97-100

2. Decide to have an open mind to discover what the text says.

Ps. 119:169

3. Determine to obey what you learn.

Ps. 119:33-35

4. Depend on God to teach you what to teach others.

Ps. 51:12-13

To be a good student of God’s Word you must have a teachable
spirit.

*The attitudes and pre-conceived ideas which we bring to our Bible
study will greatly influence the results.*
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F. Essential truths about the Bible

What we believe about the Bible is critically important:

1. The Bible is divine in origin and is the supernatural, progressive
revelation of who God is and who man is in relationship to God.

2 Ti. 3:16
Heb. 1:1-3

2. The Bible is a unique collection of 66 books written by men
under the direction and influence of the Holy Spirit.

2 Pe. 1:20-21

3. The Bible is unified in all its parts and will never contradict
itself.

Ps. 119:160

4. The Bible is inspired and therefore inerrant (without error) and
authoritative.

Ps. 18:30
2 Ti. 3:16
Jn. 10:35
Jn. 17:17

If we believe the Bible is the fallible literary product of men, then we
will preach it from that perspective. If, however, we believe the Bible
is the trustworthy, divine revelation of God through men, then we will
preach it from that perspective.

*How we view the Word of God will greatly influence our approach
to study and preaching.*
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G. Definitions of important terms

1. Revelation – Means an “unveiling” of something which is
unknown.

Definition:  The process by which God has made known to men
a knowledge of Himself, His works and His will, and the content
of that knowledge.

Revelation assumes three facts:  (1) that God exists; (2) that God
can be known; and (3) that God communicates to man.

All revelation falls into one of two broad categories:

a. General revelation (natural) – God making Himself known
in creation (nature) (Ps. 19:1-6; Ro. 1:18-21); in man (con-
science)  (Ro. 2:13-16; Ecc. 3:11); and in history (Ac. 17:24-
28; Da. 2:19-21).

General revelation – Makes God known generally as Sovereign
Creator.
1) is non-verbal
2) demonstrates the existence of God
3) is sufficient to hold men accountable for sin (without

excuse)
4) is not sufficient to lead men to salvation
5) can be argued

General revelation reveals God through His WORKS.

b. Special revelation – God making Himself known verbally
and personally to men (Heb. 1:1-3; Ps. 19:7-14).

Special revelation - Makes God known personally as Savior and
Lord.
1) is verbal (spoken or written)
2) gives an understanding of God and how to rightly relate to

Him
3) makes men personally responsible for sin
4) is sufficient to lead to salvation
5) demands a response:  accept or reject

Special revelation reveals God through His WORDS—
• The living word – Jesus Christ
• The written word – The Bible
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Special revelation is the Word of God in two forms:

1) Jesus Christ – personal and living (Jn. 1:14, 18; Jn.
14:8-9; Heb. 1:1-3).

2) The Bible – propositional and written (2 Ti. 3:16)
God’s revelation is complete in the Bible (Jude 3).

*The revelation of God to man is sufficient—all we need to know
about God and man is contained in the Bible, which is God’s
progressive revelation of Himself preserved in written form.*

2. Inspiration – Means “God-breathed” (sourced in God) and
refers to the preservation of God’s revelation of Himself
(content) in written form (inscripturated revelation). The
emphasis of the orthodox doctrine is:
a. Divine source – God’s Words
b. Human agents – Guided along by the Holy Spirit without

suppressing the personalities of the men who wrote, like being
“driven along” by the wind (Ac. 27:15)

c. Holy Spirit overseeing the process (2 Pe. 1:20-21)
d. Verbal revelation – Words were inspired, not the writers

(2 Ti. 3:16)

3. Inerrancy – Means that the Bible is without error as originally
given by God. Inerrancy is limited to the words of the original
manuscripts, not to copies or translations except as they accurately
render the original. The Bible is inerrant because it is inspired—since
the Bible is God’s Word, it must be without error. If you believe the
Bible has errors, then one of two things is true—

• either the Bible is not God’s Word

• or God does not tell the truth.

Note:  “Infallible” used to mean inerrant, but has come to be used today
by those who deny inerrancy to mean that the Bible speaks correctly on
matters related to salvation and faith, but contains minor errors with
respect to man, history, geography, science and the like. For example,
liberal scholars say that Ge. 1-11 is not literally true but only myth and
legend. Such a view is a discredit to God’s Word and an accommodation
to our natural, humanistic society.

*Either all of God’s Word is true or none of it is true.*
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4. Authority – Refers to the divinely derived right and power of
the Bible as God’s Word to:
a. set forth a trustworthy, dependable, objective standard of

absolute truth by which to measure everything else.
b. determine right belief and correct behavior for all men and

for the church.
c. constitute the only reliable source of knowledge about God

and the spiritual nature of man (Mt. 7:28-29; Mt. 28:18).

*The authority of God’s Word is higher than man’s traditions,
church teaching, philosophy and personal opinions.*

Mt. 5:43-44 Mt. 15:1-9

Measure all traditions, cultural practices and teachings against the
Word of God.

5. Illumination – Means to “enlighten” and refers to the ministry
of the Holy Spirit in enabling believers to both understand
Scripture and accept it as truth (1 Co. 2:12-14; Eph. 1:17-19).

Illumination emphasizes:
a. the relationship of the believer to Christ, including spiritual

maturity.
b. the capacity to understand, accept and apply God’s truth. See

also Lk. 24:45 and Mk. 4:34.
c. insight into the meaning of scripture 2 Ti. 2:7.

6. Interpretation – Involves the determination of the meaning
of the biblical text when it was originally written. We must first
decide the one correct meaning of a passage before we can
apply its significance. What did the author mean by what he
said? “Hermeneutics” is the technical name given to the rules of
interpretation (see Ac. 8:30-35).

These are recognized, time-tested rules or principles of
interpretation which greatly assist us in finding the correct
meaning of scripture (see p. 47-76 of this manual).
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7. Systematic Study – Means an orderly, logical procedure or
approach for studying the Bible to determine its meaning and
apply its truths.  Systematic study is concerned with both the
proper steps to use and the order in which those steps are
followed. (Ac. 17:11; 2 Ti. 2:15)

a. What systematic study is:

It is only a means (process) we use to achieve a goal: to
know, obey and teach God’s Word.

The systematic study approach being taught in this course
assumes the following:

1) Our study is always with a view to apply and share the
truth discovered.

2) Our study is always first centered in the text itself
(what does the Scripture say?).

3) Our study is independent and inductive, i.e. we seek to
see the truth of Scripture, not impose on Scripture what
we believe to be true or read into Scripture what is not
there.

b. What systematic study is not:

It is not:

1) a single course, but a life-long process of study.

2) a substitute for hard work, but a tool to aid in discovering
the truths of Scripture.
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    Review

1. What happens when you do not diligently study the Word before you
preach or teach?

2. How would you describe the role of the Holy Spirit in Bible study?

3. How does your attitude toward and view of Scripture affect your study?

4. Why is it important that God’s revelation be complete in the Bible?
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II. Procedure for Systematic Bible Study

*Our systematic study procedure is a process which seeks to draw
principles of truth from the words of Scripture.*

SUMMARY OF 3 BASIC STEPS

Observe the text

Examine/search/inspect carefully

Question:  What does it say?

Ac. 17:11

Interpret the text

Use established rules

Question:  What does it mean?

Ac. 8:30-35

Apply the text

Respond to and obey the truth

Question:  What shall I do?

Ac. 22:8-10
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A. Explanation of the three basic steps of systematic Bible study

Step 1      Observe the text      What does the text say?

1. Introduction – Key questions to ask

What does it say?
[learning what to look for]

What do I see?

a. Three key thoughts

1) Concentrate your attention on the text.

2) Notice what is there and what is not.

Examples: Mt. 2:1-2     How many Magi (wise men) came?
Mt. 2:9-11  Where did the Magi visit Jesus?
Rev. 20:14-15  Unbelievers do not end up in hell!
Rev. 21:1;  2 Pet. 3:10-13  The eternal resting
place for believers is not just heaven!

– read carefully
– read repeatedly
– read patiently
– read prayerfully
– read purposefully
– read inquisitively

3) Be accurate
• Common mistakes to avoid in observation:

– failing to see all the details
– seeing what is not in the text
– not observing accurately
– reaching the wrong conclusion
– assuming you already know what it says

“The difference between reading and studying is like the difference
between drifting in a boat and rowing toward a destination.”

Oscar Feucht
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Assignment:  Read 2 Pe. 1:2-4
Make as many observations as you can.

Assignment:  Read Ge. 6:19-20
How was Noah able to round up (gather) the animals to take on the ark?

Assignment:  Read Job 1:22 and 2:10
What is the difference in how Job responded?

b. Asking the right questions

Effective Bible study requires asking the right questions.

Ask yourself questions about the text:

WHO is talking or being talked about?

WHAT  is the subject or topic being discussed; what comes before
and what follows after?

WHERE is the activity or discussion taking place?

WHEN is the activity or discussion taking place?

WHY is the activity or discussion taking place (purpose)?

HOW are the people involved responding?
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Assignment:  Read Lk. 17:11-19

Answer as many of these questions as you can.

Who?

What?

Where?

When?

Why?

How?

c. What to look for:

As you observe the text you are looking for:

1. words (key terms and phrases)

2. structure (arrangement)

3. atmosphere

4. literary form
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1. Words

Look for important (key) words or phrases.

• Steps to follow:

1) Determine the key words in the passage.
Ro. 8:9

2) Decide whether the word is literal or figurative.
Jn. 10:6-9

3) Note the grammatical form—is it a noun, verb, preposition,
etc.?

Especially look for:

verbs “saw” Ex. 2:11-15    Verbs carry the action
      “killed”                        of the story.

“fled”

prepositions “through” Php. 4:13

conjunctions “therefore”   Ro. 12:1 Refer to what
      “but” Mt. 5:21-22      precedes or

                             indicates a
                             contrast.

nouns (subjects/objects)   “word”   Jn. 1:1, 14

4) Note the:

• gender (male/female/neuter)    Jn. 14:16-17
 “he”, “him”.  Is there an “it” in this passage?

• number (singular or plural)    Gal. 3:16    “seed”

• tense (past, present, future)   Heb. 1:1-2

5) Determine what the key word means in context.

For example, in Jude 3 what part of speech is “faith” and what
does it mean?

How do you know to what the following words refer: “trunk”,
ball”?

Note: A preliminary definition can be made at the Observation
Step to be confirmed or changed at the Interpretation
Step.
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Assignment:
List Key words or phrases in Ro. 6:1-12

Assignment:
List Key words or phrases in Heb. 11:1-8
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2. Structure

Look to see how the passage is constructed or arranged.

Rules to follow:

1) Study by paragraph  [The NIV Study Bible indents new
paragraphs]

*A paragraph contains one or more sentences dealing with the
same idea, thought or subject.* Example: Col. 2:6-12  - How
many paragraphs are there and how many sentences in each
paragraph?

*Some paragraphs stand alone; others are related to what comes
before and after and are part of a section or “pericope”.

Caution:  Sometimes verse and chapter divisions do not make
the best place to start or stop studying.

Example:  Col. 3:25; 4:1

2) See how the passage is composed or put together

Structure in a passage or between passages is like the framework
on which a building is constructed.

Often sections of Scripture are connected by or constructed
around—

• people (biographical)

Ge. 12-50  Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph

Ac. 1-12    Peter

Ac. 13-28  Paul

• places (geographical)  Exodus

• events (historical)  Joshua

• ideas (theological)  Romans

• times (chronological)  1 and 2 Kings
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Assignment: Read Lk. 15:1-7, 8-10, 11-32
What key ideas are the 3 stories in Luke 15 built around?

Sometimes the text will use as its structure:

• contrasts Gal. 5:19-25

• comparisons  Mt. 13:33

• illustrations  Mt. 7:1-5

• questions Mk. 11:27-33

Mk. 12:13-17

• repetition Ro. 6:1-12  “to sin”

Heb. 11  “by faith”

• cause and effect   Ro. 1:18-32

*Observing the structure will help us see the progression and
development of ideas and themes and keep the passage in proper
relationship to what comes before and after.*

Train your mind and eyes by practice to look for and see

• paragraphs
• words and phrases
• structure
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3. Atmosphere

Look to discern the atmosphere of the passage.

Atmosphere is:
– the underlying tone, mood, or spirit of a passage and the

emotional response which it causes.

Atmosphere has to do with the “feel” of a passage and sensory
impressions.  It is subjective and personal.  Experience the
passage.

Examples:

• doubt – Mk. 16:9-14
• joy – Ezr. 3:10-13
• fear – Ex. 20:18-21
• majesty – Isa. 6:1-5
• anger – Nu. 16:12-15
• thanksgiving – 1 Ti. 1:12-17
• praise – Ps. 150
• awe – Lk. 7:11-17
• sadness – Lk. 8:49-52
• surprise, etc. – Mt. 19:7-10

Assignment:  Read Rev. 9:13-21
What feelings or response do you have as you read?

Assignment:  Read Ro. 7:21-25
How does the mood of this passage change?

Put yourself into the passage so you can identify with the mind and
emotions of the original readers.
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Assignment:  Read Ps. 8
What response does this Psalm call for?

Assignment:  Read Lk. 24:1-35
How does this account affect you?

*Sensing the atmosphere of a passage will enable you to identify more
closely with the original writer and the original readers and will
promote appropriate response.*
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4. Literary form

Look to determine the literary form.

Not only is it important to (1) observe the words, (2) discern the
structure, and (3) feel the atmosphere, but we also need to (4)
determine the general literary form of the passage we are studying.

This can often be done at the start and is very helpful in
interpretation.

There are four main types of literature in the Bible:

a. Narrative  – A form of prose designed to convey history and
truth in the form of facts, stories, parables, accounts, biographies,
etc., from a theological perspective.

Characteristics:    [reveals truth indirectly]

1) Appeals to the emotions and imagination by creating “mental
pictures.”

2) Often discloses character development or deterioration
(Joseph, Samson).

3) Often reveals evidence of the law of sowing and reaping
(David).

4) Sometimes demonstrates how God relates to people and
nations.

5) Usually conveys a main point and/or teaches principles for
application.

6) Rarely includes direct commands to us.

Some biblical examples: Genesis
Exodus
Numbers
1 Samuel
Acts

Danger: Do not be concerned with all the details—some are
significant; others are not.   Lk. 12:13-15
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b. Discourse  – A form of prose designed to present ideas,
concepts, doctrine or facts in a logical, orderly fashion and often
in the form of an argument, letter, lecture, sermon or speech.

Characteristics: [reveals truth directly]

1) Appeals to the mind and intellect (rational and orderly).

2) Almost always shows development and progression of
thought.

3) Often includes exhortation and commands.

4) Usually leads to a conclusion or challenge for action
(obedience).

Some biblical examples: Deuteronomy (parts of)
Leviticus (parts of)
Romans
Ephesians
Hebrews
Matthew 5-7

Danger: Seeing the individual parts of the writing, but missing the
main point or theme.  Ro. 6:11-12

c. Poetry – Involves primarily the expression of emotions, feelings
and ideas as a means of conveying truth.

Characteristics: [reveals truth in “word pictures”]

1) Uses figurative, descriptive and symbolic language to create
mental images.

2) Words are not usually meant to be taken literally but the
meaning and truth communicated is clear.

3) Highly emotional – evokes feelings.

4) Uses parallelism for emphasis, contrast, reinforcement, etc.

5) Biblical poetry does not have rhyme or meter and does not
rhyme sounds.

6) Can be used to effectively teach truth using figures of
speech, etc.
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Some biblical examples: Job
Psalms
Proverbs
Ecclesiastes
Song of Solomon
Prophets (parts of, like Isaiah)

Danger: Trying to literally interpret symbolic or figurative language;
missing the truth taught.

            Ps. 89:26; 1 Co. 10:4

d. Prophetic – Involves the use of symbolic language to “reveal” or
“uncover” that which was previously unknown.

Characteristics: [reveals previously unknown truth]

1) Uses highly symbolic and figurative language but still
conveys real truth.

2) Usually includes predictive prophecy about the future.

3) Often has “visions” which require careful interpretation.

Some biblical examples: Isaiah
Jeremiah
Ezekiel
Daniel
Malachi
Revelation

Danger: Failure to recognize the symbolic and predictive nature of
the material and follow the rules for interpreting prophecy.

Rev. 6:3-6

*Identifying the literary form of a passage will greatly assist in
reaching the correct interpretation.*
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d. Review of Observation - What does the text say?
What do I see?

Learning how to see what is there and what is not there.

Question: When we fail to observe carefully what the text actually says,
what usually happens? We miss the co______ in_________.

We make the wr______ap________.

What are we looking for?

1. W_____________   – examine carefully

2. S______________  – discern clearly

3. A______________  – feel personally

4. L________ F_____  – determine accurately

*The purpose for observing the text is to be certain we know what it
says before we try to interpret and apply it.*

Improper observation leads to incorrect interpretation which leads to
inappropriate application.

Accurate Correct Right
Observation Interpretation Application

Proverbs 24:32 sums it up well — “I applied my heart to what I ob-
served and learned a lesson from what I saw.”

t t
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Step 2   Interpret the text    What does the text mean?

  a. Introduction – Key questions to ask.

Interpretation = the process and rules by which the meaning and
message of the biblical text is determined and understood.

Goal = deciding on the single meaning of the passage when originally
written.

*If you miss God’s meaning, then you no longer have God’s Word.*

2 Pe. 1:20-21

Before you can apply and obey God’s Word (Step 3), you must know
what it says (Step 1 - Observation) and understand what it means
(Step 2 - Interpretation).

 Some key questions in Step 2:

What does this mean? Ac. 8:30-31

What is the significance of this?  Ro. 9:10-13

Why did God include this?   Ro. 8:28

What is the purpose of this passage?  1 Co. 6:1-8

How did the original author intend the words to be understood?

1 Co. 12:13

How does this fit with the balance of Scripture?  Jn. 6:44

Warning: Do not attempt Step 2 (Interpretation) until you have
completed Step 1 (Observation).

*Until you know what the text says you are not prepared to determine
what it means or how it applies.*

Note:  Each passage of scripture has only one meaning but may have
several applications.
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b. Important matters to remember

Effective interpretation demands we consider that:

1. the circumstances under which the Bible was written are
different from ours.

– historical (written thousands of years ago)

– geographical (written in a different land)

– cultural (with different customs)

• political • economic • social

• religious • legal • ethical

– language (in Hebrew, Aramaic and Greek)

– writing (different authors and readers; particular purpose
and occasion)

These different circumstances are hindrances, obstacles or gaps to our
understanding of the original meaning of Scripture and must be overcome
by careful study.

*The introductions, outlines and study notes in The NIV Study Bible
will often provide this kind of information and background about the
passage or book being studied.*

*The Bible was meant to be understood.*    Dt. 29:29

Remember that the Bible was written by people to be understood by
people using normal human language.

2. the Bible is normal literature with—

prose  –  e.g. Romans

poetry  –  e.g. Psalms

narrative  –  e.g. Genesis
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3. the Bible is special literature with—

parables  –  e.g. Luke

prophecy  –  e.g. Daniel

proverbs  –  e.g. Proverbs

4. the Bible contains divine, progressive revelation, but is totally
unified.

Heb. 1:1-2 Jn. 1:18

5. the Old Testament is not complete without the New
Testament and the New Testament can only be understood
fully in light of the Old Testament.

Lk. 24:25-27

6. the truth of God’s Word is spiritually discerned and ac-
cepted.

1 Co. 2:14

Reason, study and man’s mind alone will not reveal the truth of
Scripture and enable us to accept it as truth.

Effective understanding of Scripture depends on following the
established rules of interpretation remembering that:

• the Bible is trustworthy, authoritative and inerrant.

• the Bible is a unity and one part will not contradict another.

• the Bible’s revelation is divine, progressive and complete.

• Study Diligently To reach the right
• Rely on the Holy Spirit conclusion as to the
• Follow the Rules of Interpretation true meaning

*Use the following rules of interpretation to avoid reaching the wrong
conclusion as to what the text means.*
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c.  General Rules of Interpretation

 General Rule #1    Interpret literally

• Interpret Scripture literally, taking words, phrases and
sentences in their usual, normal, natural, customary sense.

There are two types of literal interpretation:

– plain literal  –  normal, non-figurative language

Ge. 2:7   “God formed man from the dust”

Jn. 8:24  “You will indeed die in your sins.”

Heb. 9:27 “Man is destined to die once and after that to
face judgment.”

– figurative literal  –  Language which uses figures of speech
or symbolic words but still conveys a clear idea, concept, truth
or meaning.

Lk. 13:31-32     Herod is a “fox.” (jackal)

Jer. 17:1    “Judah’s sin is engraved with an iron tool.”

*A literal meaning can be communicated plainly or figuratively.*

Word meanings are determined by:
1) basic definition
2) how the word is used elsewhere in Scripture
3) the context of the passage in which it is used

e.g. “trunk” — only when you see the word in context can you
determine its intended meaning.

Hints for word studies:
• Look for study notes.
• Use cross reference system.
• Use index to subjects.
• Use concordance.
• See topical method of Bible study (p. 91 of this manual).
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Assignment:  Compare Jas. 2:24 with Ro. 4:2.
Does “justified” mean the same in both places?

Jas. 2:24 “justified” =

Ro. 4:2 “justified” =

Assignment:  From the list of key words you noted at the Observation
Step in Ro. 6:1-12 and Heb. 11:1-8, choose any four and determine
what they mean (look up in the index to study notes, concordance or a
dictionary).

                  Word                    Meaning

1.

2.

3.

4.

*Try to first understand Scripture as it was written and in the same way
the original readers would have understood it.*
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Allegorizing

Danger: The opposite of interpreting Scripture literally is called allegorizing
or spiritualizing which looks for a secret or hidden meaning
which is often unrelated to the true meaning of the passage. For
example, in Genesis 3 some suggest that the sin of Adam and Eve
was sexual when, in fact, the text shows it to be disobedience
(breaking the commandment of God). When you over-spiritualize a
passage, you tell spiritual lies and obscure the meaning of God’s
Word. For example:

•  Esther – Some suggest that in the Book of Esther she is the Church,
Haman is the devil and Mordecai is the Holy Spirit. Such an
approach ignores the fact that they were real people. The
message of Esther has to do with God’s faithful providential
care and sovereignty and is not an allegory of the Christian
church.

Allegorizing or spiritualizing:

1) Hides the real meaning of the text.

2) Is too subjective and personal (no way to measure).

3) Undermines the truth of the text.

4) Questions the factual reliability of the text.

Also, remember that each passage has only one correct interpretation
or meaning, but may have several applications. Proper applications are
permissible but allegorizing is not.

*Make sure that what you teach and preach comes from the text of
God’s Word.*

1 Co. 4:6  — “Do not go beyond what is written”.

Dt. 4:2  - God meant what He said and said what He meant.
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General Rule #2    Interpret in context

• Interpret each verse or passage of Scripture in its context,
noting where it is located in Scripture, what precedes it, what
follows after it, and how it is related to other Scriptures.

1 Co. 7:1 – If you read this verse by itself, you will
reach the wrong conclusion about God’s
view of marriage (see the study note, the
rest of 1 Co. 7; Mt. 19:1-11.

Jas. 2:24 – If you read this verse alone, you may
conclude wrongly that good works can save
a man. (See the study note; read all the way
back to verse 14 and forward to verse 26.)

*Context is the single most important factor in correct interpretation.
The context for each verse of the Bible is the Bible itself.

Ge. 9:3; Da. 1:12

Verse       sentence         paragraph       surrounding paragraphs
  chapter          section         book          entire Bible

Study hints:

• Before you conclude something about the character or conduct of a biblical
person, look up in the concordance and index to study notes all references
to that person in the Bible, e.g., Heb. 11:4 and Ge. 4:1-5.

• Look for purpose/theme statements in a book and interpret in light of those
statements.  Lk. 1:1-4; Jn. 20:30-31; 1 Pe. 5:12; 1 Ti. 3:14-15

• Correlation: One of the aspects of context is to see how the material in
a book is arranged and fits together.

The book chart of Genesis on page 55 gives you an overall look at the
whole book and how the parts fit together. Review it carefully.

t t t

t t t t
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Here are some suggestions for discovering structure and arrangement
and correlating the text being studied with other portions of Scripture:

1) Read through the entire book you are studying before you start to
study parts of it (or at least read the surrounding paragraphs or
chapters).

2) Think creatively as you read—
Why is this here?
How does this relate to what comes before and to what follows?
How does this relate to the whole chapter or book?

3) Try to discover
• the basic theme or purpose
• main divisions of the book
• important people
• significant events
• comparisons
• contrasts
• repetitions
• theological ideas
• common elements
• climaxes

4) Think forward              and backward               through the book.
This can be done for a whole book, a section, a chapter or a portion
of a chapter.

5) Make a simple chart of a portion of scripture.

Assignment: Read Ps. 139:1-12 and correlate what is taught about
God in verses 1-6 with what is taught in verses 7-12.
Record your results on the chart below:

Psalm 139:1-12

Everyth__________   is Everywh___________   is in

kn_________  by God. God’s pr______________.

      1 6                7                 12

t t
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General Rule #3    Interpret in view of history and culture

• Interpret each verse or passage of Scripture in view of its
historical and cultural setting (background).

Historical setting          Ac. 15:1-35

Consider the following:
• author
• date of writing
• place of writing
• reason for writing
• readers
• political
• economic
• social
• religious
• legal
• ethical

*Discovering the historical situation will assist you in understanding the
meaning of the passage.*

Cultural Setting 1 Co. 11:2-16 - The veil distinguished
women in the church from prostitutes and
was a sign of submission to authority.
Women today need to have a submissive
spirit regardless of whether or not they
choose to wear a veil or head covering in
church.

Culture is what people
• believe
• say
• do
• wear
• eat
• make
• practice

and how they
• think or process information

in a particular place at a particular time.
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Guidelines for determining whether a passage is culturally bound or
applicable today:

1) What was the purpose of the cultural practice or teaching?

2) Would that cultural practice have the same significance today?

3) If not, is there a timeless principle that could be practiced today but
in a different way?

4) Assume every teaching or practice of Scripture is applicable today
unless—

• the context restricts it

• later revelation overrules it

• it conflicts with other Scripture

• it is clearly unique to that culture

*Some aspects (practices) of Scripture are culturally bound and not
applicable today—others are still to be followed. Check for a study note.*

Every cultural practice and tradition must be measured against the
teaching of God’s word.  Mk. 2:18-21

  Assignment:  Read Jn. 13:1-17.  Answer the following questions:

(1) Should footwashing be practiced today as a church ordinance?

(2) What is the principle or truth Jesus is teaching?  Is it applicable
today?
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General Rule #4     Interpret in view of literary form

• Interpret each verse or passage of Scripture in view of its
literary form.

Is it ?
prose
narrative
prophecy
poetry
parable
proverb

For example, poetry will have more figures of speech and symbolic
language, but still convey literal truth.

Ps. 19:1-4

*Review the characteristics of the different kinds of literary forms found in
the Bible in the Observation section of this manual (p. 43-45).*

Assignment:  Read Ge. 22:1-2.  This passage does not constitute a
command for us to sacrifice our sons as Abraham was asked to do. How
does the literary form of this passage help us to reach this correct
conclusion?
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General Rule #5    Interpret in view of other parts of scripture

• Interpret each verse or passage in view of related or similar
passages in the same or other books of the Bible.

Jn. 4:14 Jn. 7:38-39

Jn. 16:33 1 Jn. 5:4-5

Similar or related passages will often help us understand and apply the
truth of the Bible.

Guidelines for difficult passages

The following rules will assist you in correctly interpreting difficult
passages of Scripture:

• The Bible will never contradict itself.

Ex. 20:5-6 Eze. 18:1-4, 19-20

A misunderstanding of the principle of Exodus 20 led to the proverb
which was repudiated in Ezekiel 18.

• Choose a simple, natural meaning over a more complex one.

Rev. 20:1-4

There is no reason to argue away a thousand-year reign of Christ on
earth when that is the natural meaning.

• The New Testament and Old Testament help us understand
the other.

Ge. 3:1 Rev. 12:9

• Interpret unclear or ambiguous passages in view of plain, clear,
central ones.

          Ac. 2:38    Ac. 8:12-13
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Ac. 2:38 seems to imply that water baptism “saves” a person. This verse
must be interpreted in light of all the clear verses which teach faith alone
is required for salvation, e.g. Jn. 3:16; Ro. 10:12-13.

  Assignment: Read and compare with Jn. 10:27-29 with Heb. 3:12.
  How can you reconcile these two passages?

• When the NT quotes the OT, it doesn’t have to be exact.

1 Pe. 1:16 Lev. 19:2

• The Bible doesn’t approve everything recorded in it.

Ge. 34:13-31

• Different accounts of the same incident are most likely
complementary, not contradictory.

Mt. 20:29-34 Lk. 18:35-43

• Some numerical inconsistencies are likely copyists’ errors.

2 Sa. 15:7    “4 or 40”?

• The fact that we do not have a complete explanation does not
mean there is not one.

Ro. 11:33-36

We must all strive to resolve seeming contradictions and apparent
discrepancies in the Bible in a reasonable manner.
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General Rule #6     Interpret in view of theological consistency

• Test any proposed interpretation to determine its theological
consistency.

Jn. 4:24 Lk. 11:20

If you conclude that God has a literal “finger,” then you contradict the
fact that God is Spirit. One is “plain literal”, the other is “figurative
literal”.

*The character and nature of God are the same throughout Scripture—
interpret accordingly.*

Assignment:  Read 1 Sa. 15:1-3. Is it correct to conclude   that God is not
“loving” because He commanded Saul to utterly destroy the Amalekites?
Why or why not?  Read also Dt. 9:1-5; Hab. 1:12-13; Ge. 15:16.

   Review

1. Why is it necessary to follow established rules of interpretation?

2. Of the six rules of general interpretation, which two are perhaps the most
important?  Why?
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d. Special Rules of Interpretation

Certain types of biblical literature require special rules of interpretation:

Special Rule #1         Parables

•  Examine a parable to determine the central truth taught.

A parable is a “true to life” story taken from everyday, common life
which is constructed around one main thought or idea.

A parable is an earthly story with a spiritual meaning.  It:

– teaches one key truth

– makes one main point

– illustrates or explains one truth

– answers a question

Mt. 20:1-16

– corrects wrong teaching

*All of the details of a parable are not usually of great significance—
see how they relate to the main truth taught.*

Hint:  Observe the context carefully.  Most parables address a specific
issue, answer a particular question or correct some wrong teaching.

Parables are most often found in the synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark,
Luke). See the list of parables near Luke 15 in The NIV Study Bible.

Assignment:  Read the parable of the sower and the soils in Lk. 8:4-15.
What do the 4 soils represent?  In one sentence state the main truth
taught by this parable.

1.

2.

3.

4.

Main truth taught:
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Special Rule #2      Proverbs

• Examine a proverb to determine what it teaches about how to live
wisely.

A proverb:
– is a wise saying or comparison.
– is a simple statement of truth.
– contains God’s wisdom about skillful living.
– teaches principles, not promises.

Pr. 22:6  – Children who are trained up properly will always
be aware of the right way whether or not they follow it.

– is designed to teach the general principle that works in the greatest
number of cases without stating any exceptions.

– often uses comparisons or contrasts between a wise man and foolish
man.

– shows how a wise man acknowledges God and orders his life
accordingly.

– shows how a foolish man ignores God and lives his life as if God did
not exist.

– contains many figures of speech.
– illustrates the law of sowing and reaping (cause effect).

Pr. 1:7 Pr. 20:13

– distinguishes between
knowledge = content [observation]
understanding = comprehension [interpretation]
wisdom = skill in applying knowledge to life [application]

*Proverbs are primarily contained in the wisdom literature of the
Bible— e.g. Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, James.  (See essay on
“wisdom literature”, before Job in the NIV Study Bible.)*

Assignment:  Read Pr. 14:16.  How does it distinguish between a wise
and a foolish man?

Note:  Some Proverbs appear to be promises (e.g. Pr. 3:5-6). But even
though the principle stated when followed completely may produce the same
result as a promise, it is the nature of proverbial literature to set forth a
principle, to which there may or may not be exceptions, instead of a
guaranteed promise.

t

63



Special Rule #3     Poetry

• Examine the figurative language and parallel structure of
Hebrew poetry to determine its meaning.

Hebrew poetry

– does not rhyme sounds or words

– does rhyme ideas, thoughts, concepts and images

– contains many figures of speech and symbolic words

– usually the second line will say something about the first line

1) restate same truth  Pr. 9:9

2) explain or emphasize the same truth   Pr. 24:1-2

3) state cause and effect

(good)   Pr. 16:3

(bad)     Pr. 5:22

4) make a contrast or comparison  Pr. 9:8

The usual parallel two-line (couplet) structure of Hebrew poetry
is easily seen in Pr. 9:8.

Do not rebuke a mocker or he will line
hate you; 1

Rebuke a wise man and he will love line
you. 2

Notice that line 2 contrasts the response of different people to
being rebuked.

Rule: Always try to determine how line 2 impacts line 1.
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*Hebrew poetry is contained primarily in Job, Psalms, Proverbs and Song
of Solomon and parts of books of prophecy like Isaiah, Jeremiah, etc., and
uses many figures of speech and symbols.*

Assignment:  Read Job 42:2.  Identify lines 1 and 2.  Howdoes line 2
affect line 1?

Line 1

Line 2

Assignment:  Read Isa. 40:18.  Identify lines 1 and 2.  How does line
2 affect line 1?

Line 1

Line 2
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Special Rule #4         Figures of speech

• Determine the figure of speech used and evaluate its impact on
the idea or truth stated.

Definition: An unusual form or expression of a word or phrase which
creates a mental image or paints a word picture.

e.g., the “pot is boiling”   [it’s not the pot that’s boiling, but the water in
it]

Figures of speech are always used to:

1.  add force to truth conveyed

2.  add greater emphasis to it

3.  add depth of meaning to it

4.  intensify feeling

5.  add color

6.  attract attention

7.  illustrate and make abstract ideas clear

Figurative language is still literal in the sense that the idea conveyed is
clear and true.

*The truth stated by the figure of speech can be taken literally.*

Selected examples of common figures of speech in the Bible:

1. simile – a comparison using like or as

e.g.  “All men are like grass.”   1 Pe. 1:24

2. metaphor – a comparison where one thing represents another
(uses some form of verb “to be,” i.e. is, are, were, etc.

e.g.  “You are the salt of the earth.”   Mt. 5:13

“tongue also is a fire”   Jas. 3:6
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3) personification – giving human characteristics to objects, ideas,
or animals.

e.g., “The trees of the field will clap their hands.”  Isa. 55:12

4) anthropomorphism – ascribing human characteristics to God.

e.g., “The hand of our God was on us.”   Ezr. 8:31

5) idiom – a peculiar way of saying something in a particular
language.

e.g., “breaking of bread”   Ac. 2:42

6) euphemism – the substitution of an inoffensive or mild
expression for an offensive one.

e.g., “relieve himself”   1 Sa. 24:3

7) hyperbole – exaggeration for emphasis.

e.g., “whole world would not have room for the books”
        Jn. 21:25

8) irony – expressing something in a sarcastic way which conveys
its opposite.

e.g., “Shout louder, surely he is a god”   1 Ki. 18:27

9) merism – a substitution where two contrasting ideas (extremes
or opposites) are used to express a whole.

 e.g., “You know when I sit and when I rise (i.e., all that I do)”
 Ps. 139:2

Assignment:  Read the first 2 lines of Jer. 17:11.  What figure of
speech is used here?  What mental image is created?
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Special Rule #5          Symbols

• Examine all symbols carefully to determine the purpose and
meaning of the representation.

Definition:  A symbol is a word or phrase which stands for or represents
something else. Its purpose is to illustrate or make more clear.

e.g., Jesus Christ as the “Lamb of God”   Jn. 1:29

*But be careful, a symbol can refer to more than one person, etc.*

e.g., both Satan (1 Pe. 5:8) and Christ (Rev. 5:5) are referred to as a
lion. Christ represents the good qualities of a lion (strength, kingly, etc.),
while Satan its bad side—a ferocious predator!

Examples: Jesus Christ  – Lamb, Lion, Rock, Branch, Root,
Stumbling Stone

Holy Spirit  –  water, oil, wind, dove

God’s presence/guidance –  cloud/fire

Satan – dragon/serpent

Strength  –  horn

Authority  –  keys

Assignment:  Read Mt. 3:12.  What does “winnowing fork” symbolize?
symbolize?
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Special Rule #6       Typology (“Types”)

• Examine types to make sure that there is direct correspondence
between the OT example and its NT counterpart.

Definition:  A type is an OT pattern, example, prefiguring, or
foreshadowing of a NT person or event. The OT type is fulfilled in its
NT anti-type. While some Bible teachers seek out and find many types
in the OT, most of the analogies break down under close examination.
There are, however, a few OT events or people which predict and
“picture in advance” what will become clear in the NT.

For example,

• Adam as an imperfect type of man prefiguring Christ as perfect man
[first Adam/last Adam]
Ro. 5:14
1 Co. 15:22
1 Co. 15:44-49

• The Passover in Exodus as a type of Christ as the Passover Lamb
Ex. 12:21-23
1 Co. 5:7

• Melchizedek as a type of Priest from whose order Christ would be
Ge. 14:17-20
Heb. 5: 5-10
Heb. 7:1-17

• The Bronze Serpent in the wilderness as a foreshadowing of the
healing Christ would bring on the cross
Nu. 21:4-9
Jn. 3:14-15

Safeguards

1) There must be significant correspondence or resemblance between the
OT type and its NT anti-type.

2) The NT anti-type must be greater than and fulfill the true meaning of the
OT type.

3) The NT should clearly identify the OT event or person as being
“typical”.
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    Review

1. What is the main danger of not following the special rule of
interpretation for parables?

2. Why is it important to know that proverbs teach principles not promises?

3. Why is poetry often a very good means of communicating truth?

4. Do figures of speech make interpretation more or less difficult? Why?

5. How do symbols help us understand abstract things more clearly?

6. Why should we be careful in looking for “types”?
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Special Rule #7     Prophecy

• Examine prophetic passages using the general rules of
interpretation, but carefully considering special features of biblical
prophecy.

Why study prophecy?

1)   25% of the Bible was prophecy when written.

2) Prophecy demonstrates the faithfulness, sovereignty and
supernatural power of God.  1 Ki. 8:56

3) Prophecy encourages believers to have hope.
1 Th. 4:13-18

4) Prophecy purifies and motivates believers to godly living.
Tit. 2:11-15

5) Prophecy reveals God’s eternal plan and purpose (revelation).
Isa. 46:10

Special features of biblical prophecy

1. “Foreshortening”

OT prophet or NT writer could not see that many years might
separate two events (the valley between the mountain peaks)

The time of fulfillment of this prophecy hundreds of years in the
future was unknown to the prophet.

?
time

?
time

Prophet Predicted
Event

Predicted
Event

Isa. 61:1-2 Lk.  4:17-21
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2. Near application and far fulfillment

Isa. 7:14 Mt. 1:22-23

This prophecy of Isaiah had application in his day but also looked
forward to a future fulfillment in Jesus as Messiah.

3. Partial fulfillment to date (progressive)

Joel 2:28-32 Ac. 2:17-21

This O.T. prophecy was only partially fulfilled on the day of
Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given. Part of the prophecy still
awaits fulfillment in the future.  (See Rev. 6:12-14)

Interpretation hints for prophecy:

1. Compare all related and parallel passages (e.g., Daniel and
Revelation).

Rev. 13:5         Da. 7:25

2. Realize that there may be a long time (hundreds or thousands of
years) between the announcement of the prophecy and its
fulfillment.

Isa. 40:3; Mal. 3:1-3;  Mt. 3:3

Isaiah and Malachi both predicted the ministry of John the Baptist
in NT times announcing the coming of Jesus Christ.

3. Distinguish between already fulfilled and yet to be fulfilled
prophecy.

Examples:

Already fulfilled: Isa. 44:28      Ezr. 6:3
Isaiah prophesied that Cyrus would allow the
Jews to rebuild the temple. Two hundred years
later we see that fulfillment in Ezra when the
Jews are allowed to return to Jerusalem by Cyrus.

Yet to be fulfilled: Jer. 31:31-34
The New covenant as it relates to Israel.
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4. Identify figures of speech and symbolic language and interpret
accordingly.

Rev. 6:1-2 Rider on a white horse is a symbol for the
Antichrist. But note in Rev. 19:11 that Christ
is also pictured on a white horse in His second
coming.

5. Make certain the interpretation does not contradict other Scripture.

Lk. 17:34-37 This cannot refer to the Rapture since the one
taken goes to judgment (see 1 Th. 4:13-18).

Assignment:  Read Isa. 53:1-9.  How do 1 Pe. 2:21-25 and Mt.
8:14-17 apply this prophecy to Jesus Christ?

   Review

1. List at least two reasons why it is important to study prophecy.

2. What does the study of prophecy reveal about the character of God?
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Special Rule #8   Use of the Old Testament in the New

• Examine the context of the OT and NT passages and determine how
and for what purpose the OT is used in the NT.

*The use of the OT in the NT shows the unity of Scripture and that it will
not contradict itself.*

Importance:

1. Over 300 separate quotations of OT in NT (10% of NT is OT quotes
or references).

2. OT and NT have same divine Author.

3. Understanding of OT is indispensable to understanding NT.

Lk. 24:26-27 To understand fully why Jesus came and
who He really is you must study the OT.

Gal. 3:16-17 Unless you understand the promises made
to Abraham in Genesis 12-17, you won’t
understand clearly what Paul says in
Galatians.

4. NT writers knew the OT thoroughly and recognized the authority of
the OT as God’s Word (Heb. 3:7; Gal. 3:8-9; 2 Ti. 3:15-17) as
did Jesus (Lk. 24:44 Mt. 15:7).

How the NT uses the OT:

1. With an introductory formula

 “It is written”   Mt. 4:6

 “To fulfill”    Mt. 1:22

“The Scripture says,” or “what does the Scripture say” Ro. 4:3

2. By combining several OT passages

2 Co. 6:16-18
Mt. 22:34-40
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3. By varying the wording of the OT passage

Ro. 15:12

Purpose of NT quoting the OT:

1. To fulfill (realize) OT predictive prophecy

Mt. 1:22-23   fulfills completely Isa. 7:14

— but fulfill does not always mean realize or accomplish (Ac. 2
doesn’t fulfill Joel 2 completely)

2. To confirm an OT principle or truth

Ac. 15:4-18 Am. 9:11-12

3. To illustrate or apply an OT principle or truth

1 Co. 1:19 Isa. 29:14

4. To summarize an OT principle or truth

Gal. 5:14 Lev. 19:18

Ro. 1:17 Hab. 2:4

5. To use OT wording for emphasis

Ro. 10:8 Dt. 30:14

Assignment:  Read 1 Co. 6:16. How does this NT passage use the OT
passage in Ge. 2:24?
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Suggested Study Hints:

1. Use the following to find the OT passage:
• Text notes
• Study notes
• Cross reference system
• Concordance (use a key word)

2. Examine the OT context.

3. Examine the NT context, but do not try to read a NT meaning back into
OT which was not intended for original OT readers.

4. Identify the differences in wording, etc., between the OT passage and
the NT passage.

5. Determine how and why the OT passage is being used (direct quote,
illustration, summary, fulfillment, etc.)

   Review

1. How reliable, trustworthy and useful did the NT writers consider the OT
Scripture to be?

2. Why is it not possible to fully understand the NT without the OT?
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e. Interpretive dangers

There are three (3) primary dangers which must be avoided at the
interpretation stage:

1. An incomplete interpretation – Occurs when we fail to observe and
interpret all of the text.

2. An exaggerated interpretation – Occurs when we read something
into the text which is not there.

3. An inaccurate interpretation – Occurs when we reach the wrong
meaning and conclusion because of lack of diligent study, failure to
observe properly, failure to rely on the teaching ministry of the Holy
Spirit, etc.

*A wrong interpretation leads to wrong application.*

Assignment:  List the four most important things you have personally
learned about interpretation.

1.

2.

3.

4.
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Step 3     Apply the text     What shall I do?

You are wasting your time if you read and study Scripture but don’t intend
to obey it. Studying the Word of God is not the goal but only the means to
the goal of becoming mature in Christ. Jas. 1:22-25; Lk.6:46-49 (See p.
23 of this manual for key passages on application.)

Jn. 13:17 Respond to and obey the truth
Heb. 5:14 by “constant use”; “trained”

Key Questions: What shall I do?
How does this work?
How can I put this into practice?

a. Results of not obeying God’s Word

• You deceive yourself into believing that knowing is enough.

• You will not grow into spiritual maturity.

• You will not keep (retain) what you don’t practice.

• You will contradict what you say (what you do speaks louder than
what you say).

• You cannot effectively teach/preach what you have not applied
yourself.

Application (obedience) must

• not be attempted before observation and interpretation

• be a decision, not an emotion

• take place over an appropriate period of time

• be complete, not partial

• rely on the power of the Spirit

• include a plan to put it into action, which is:
– significant enough to commit to
– simple enough to be understood
– short enough to be followed
– specific enough to be measured
– spiritual enough to make a difference
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b. Rules for Effective Application:

#1 State the teaching of a passage in the form of a timeless
principle or truth which is:

– relevant to your or your church’s needs today

– consistent with God’s Word

– general, but clear enough to be specifically followed

For example, the teaching of Lk. 9:23 might be stated as follows:
Each day I need to submit my will to God’s will in every circum-
stance.

#2 Examine the applicational teaching in view of how it can be
useful or profitable in the following relationships:

How does this apply to:

The truth of
God’s word
2 Ti. 3:16-17

Satan God

myself

my
family

other
Christians

non-
Christians

my
work

or school

government
society

�

�

�

�

�
�

�

�

�
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#3 Ask yourself the following questions:

In this passage is there:

• a principle to apply
• a command to obey
• a sin to confess and forsake (repent of)
• a habit to start or stop
• an attitude to correct
• a truth to believe
• a promise to claim
• an example to follow
• an area to release to God
• a specific action to take
• a condition to meet
• a person to forgive
• a danger or error to avoid
• a change to make in my character, conduct or conversation

#4 Put the application into practice depending on the power of the
indwelling Holy Spirit.

Ro. 8:12-14 Php. 4:9
Gal. 5:16-18, 22-25 Php. 4:13

c. Goal of Application :  Obedience. Application’s goal is life change
bringing my attitudes, actions, beliefs and values into conformity to
God’s Word. We obey God’s Word and teach others to obey so that we
can become more like Jesus Christ (2 Co. 3:18; 1 Jn. 3:2)

 “Apply yourself to the whole text and the whole text to yourself.”
J. A. Bengel

Assignment:  Read 1 Pe. 1:13-16 and 2 Co. 7:1.
Write out how you can put these verses into practice in your life.  How
do you personally intend to obey these commands?  What specific steps
must you take?  (See also Ps. 139:23-24) ____________________

*
*
*
*

*
*
*
*
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SUMMARY

Observe God’s Word to know what it says.

Interpret God’s Word to understand what it means.

Apply God’s Word to become mature in Jesus Christ.
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B.  Other Bible Study Methods

Sometimes it is profitable to approach Bible study in ways that are not
merely expositional and analytical. Determine what to study based on
your and your church’s real and felt needs. Each of the following
methods has a particular goal or purpose in view. Understand fully what
you are trying to accomplish before you use one of these methods:

1. Biographical (people)
2. Topical (words or subjects)
3. Theological (doctrinal)
4. Devotional (personal nourishment)

Note:

These other Bible Study Methods are designed so they can be used
where the student has no books except the NIV Study Bible.  Stress the
process and mechanics of each method. Remind students that they will
have to become biblical “detectives”. Each of these methods will help
strengthen students in the use of the features of the NIV Study Bible and
will allow additional practical work with the cross reference system,
study notes, text notes, concordance, index to notes (study notes) and
index to subjects (topical) and will promote effective:

• Observation

• Interpretation

• Application

The following resources are in the back of The NIV Study Bible:

• Index to Subjects (topical)

• Index to Notes (study notes)

• Concordance
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1. Biographical Study

Definition:  The biographical method seeks to discover what the Bible or
a part of the Bible says about the life, ministry and personal character of
a particular person. See: Jas. 5:17; Heb. 13:7; 1 Co. 10:11; 1 Co.
11:1

Goal:  To learn—

• whether or not the person’s life was a spiritual success or failure.

• what good and bad character qualities the person possessed.

• what role character qualities and other factors played in the life of
that person.

• what aspects of the person’s life and character should be followed
and what should be avoided.

• how to apply to your personal life and that of your congregation the
lessons learned.

Steps to follow:
Step 1 Choose the person you want to study.

• For some people in the Bible there will be a great deal of
material (e.g., Jacob, Joseph, David, Paul, Peter).

• For other people there will be only a few references
(e.g., Adam, Noah, Luke, Stephen).

• Some people may be mentioned all through Scripture
(e.g., Abraham), while others may be found in only one
book or part (e.g., Eli).

• As you read through Scripture, make a list of people who
play an important role and who you might want to study
later.

Note: Before reaching an interpretive conclusion about a person’s
character, etc., read all the Bible references for that person
(e.g., 2 Pe. 2:5-7 gives insight on Lot that Ge. 19:1-36
does not).
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     • Decide on the limits of your study depending on the amount of
material and your purpose.

Book of Bible
New Testament
Old Testament
Whole Bible

Step 2 Look in the back of The NIV Study Bible in the Concordance,
the Index to Subjects (topical) and the Index to Notes (study
notes) and make a list of all references.

Step 3 As you read these references, look for Study Notes, Character
Study Symbols (icons), Text Notes and Cross References.
Read each reference in context and for each one make a short
statement about what it says about the person.

Step 4 Re-read each reference carefully, record your impressions, and
try to put yourself into the place of that person—what did they
think, feel, do, etc.

Step 5 Organize your findings (Step 3) and impressions (Step 4) under
the following headings:

• life (name, background/family position), etc.
• ministry (nature and extent, significant events)
• character (good and bad qualities)
• success
• failure

Step 6 Application. Ask yourself the following questions:

• What main lesson does the life of this person teach or illustrate?

• What influence did good (positive) or bad (negative) character
qualities have in their life and ministry?

• What Bible truths, principles or concepts can be identified from
their life?

• What personal application can I make to myself or my
congregation from this biographical study?

 (For guidance see p. 78-80 of this course manual under
“Application”)
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Step 7 Arrange your final findings and conclusions in the form of a
message to preach or a lesson to teach. Also, in talking and
counseling with people, you may want to refer to some things you
learned from your study as examples of what to do or not do.

Summary of steps in biographical method

OBSERVATION

Step 1 Choose person to study

Step 2 List references

Step 3 Read and summarize references

INTERPRETATION

Step 4 Record your impressions

Step 5 Organize your findings

APPLICATION

Step 6 Consider application

Step 7 Prepare a message

NOTE:  You will only need to use those steps that are appropriate to your
particular study.



Example of biographical method

Step 1 “Barnabas” in New Testament

Step 2 Concordance Index to Notes (Study notes)
Ac. 4:36 Mk. 6:30

13:1 Ac. 4:36
14:14 12:1
9:27 13:1,5,9
11:22-29 14:1,4,12,23
13-14 15:12,39
15 1 Co. 9:4

Gal. 2:1-13 2 Co. 8:18
1 Co. 9:6 Gal. 2:1
Col. 4:10 Col. 4:10

Intro. to Hebrews
2 Ti. 4:11

Note: Also check the Index to Subjects (topical) to see if there
is a reference.

Step 3 Mk. 6:30 Barnabas an apostle.
Ac. 4:36 Barnabas (“son of encouragement”). Levite from

Cyprus; sold field and gave money to apostles.
9:27 Spoke on behalf of Paul before the other apostles.
11:22-29 Church at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch to

evaluate ministry. Barnabas encouraged them;
he was a good man full of the Holy Spirit and
faith, went to Tarsus to look for Saul; brought
Saul to Antioch where they met and taught for a
year; took offering to help brothers in Judea.

12:1 Study note not applicable.
13:1-5 Barnabas sent from Antioch church with Paul on

missionary journey.
13:42-46 Spoke boldly against opposition.
14:1 Preached in synagogue in Iconium.
14:3 Spent considerable time there.
14:12 Called a “god.”
14:15 Humble—gave credit to God.
14:23 Appointed elders in church.
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    Ac. 15:1-39 Barnabas in dispute with Jews about whether
circumcision was required for salvation; went with
Paul to Jerusalem and spoke against circumcision;
continued to preach in Antioch; dispute with Paul
over taking John (Mark) with them on a mission
trip. Barnabas took Mark and went to Cyprus.

1 Co. 9:6 Ministering unselfishly with Paul.
Gal. 2:1,9 Went with Paul to Jerusalem.
Gal. 2:13 Barnabas confused by Peter’s hypocrisy.
Col. 4:10 Mark was cousin of Barnabas.
2 Ti. 4:11 Study note relates to Mark.
Heb. Intro. Suggests Barnabas as the possible author of

Hebrews.

Step 4 Barnabas was an encourager and a very faithful, effective minister of
the Gospel even though he is not as well known as Paul or Peter.

Step 5 Life

• Levite from Cyprus
• an apostle
• name means “son of encouragement”

Ministry

• giving money for gospel
• speaking up for Paul
• active in church at Antioch
• set apart by Holy Spirit as a missionary
• went with Paul on missionary trips
• defended “salvation by faith alone” without circumcision at

Jerusalem Council
• preached, ministered and appointed elders
• went to Cyprus with Mark after dispute with Paul
• possible author of Hebrews

87



Character

Good (positive) Bad (negative)
• encourager • could be led astray
• generous • perhaps stubborn in dispute with Paul
• full of Holy Spirit
• a man of faith
• a good (useful, productive) man
• obedient to God
• humble
• good leader
• shared gospel
• stood by friends
• supported those under attack
• a man of discernment
• spoke for truth

Success  –  Barnabas’ life and ministry from God’s perspective were
certainly successful. God honored his spiritual qualities, his faithfulness,
and his steadfastness to stand for truth, and used him to encourage
others.  Ac. 11:19-30

Step 6 Application

• Main lesson  – God will further the gospel through spiritually
qualified men who encourage others in ministry.

• Character qualities enabled Barnabas to be fruitful.

• We must stand firm for God’s truth even when opposition comes
from other believers.

• I need to find ways to be more of an encouragement to others.

Step 7 Message – There are many ways to preach and teach about the life
of Barnabas. The following is a message focusing on his ministry of
encouragement:
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Teaching/Preaching Outline

Barnabas, Son of Encouragement

Background:  “To encourage” means to “come alongside” someone to

• comfort • strengthen
• counsel • exhort
• help (aid) • reassure
• build up

Barnabas encouraged others by:

1. Sharing his material possessions – Ac. 4:36-37
Barnabas sold his field and gave the money to the apostles for ministry.
Compare this with Ananias and Sapphira.  Ac. 5:1-11.

2. Supporting Paul before the apostles – Ac. 9:20-31
When Paul needed someone to speak up for him before the other
apostles, Barnabas stepped forward.

3. Serving God’s purposes in ministry – Ac. 11:19-24
• Barnabas was a good man, full of faith and the Holy Spirit.

Ac. 11:24

• Barnabas verified the Lord’s work at Antioch and encouraged
them to remain true to the Lord.  Ac. 11:22-23

• He took the famine relief gift to Judea.  Ac. 11:26-30

• He obediently went out in missionary service in response to
God’s call. Ac. 13:1-5

• He stood firm in the face of opposition.  Ac. 13:42-46
Ac. 14:1-19

4. Speaking boldly for God’s truth – Ac. 15:1-5, 12, 22, 30-35
Even though most Jews apparently wanted to require circumcision for
Gentile converts to Christianity, Barnabas stood for the truth of
salvation by faith alone at the Jerusalem Council in 49 AD.

CONCLUSION: God will use men of faith who are led by the Holy Spirit to
encourage others and further the gospel. Are you an encourager? In what
specific ways can you encourage other people?



Sample form for:

Biographical Study

Step 1 – Person

Step 2 – References:

Concordance  Index to Notes  Cross References  Index to Subjects (topical)

Step 3 – Statement about each reference

Step 4 – Impressions

Step 5 – Organize findings and impressions

Life

Ministry

Character

Good     Bad  Success Failure

Step 6 – Application

• Main lesson

• Influence of character qualities

• Bible truths, principles or concepts

• Personal application

Step 7 – Preaching/teaching outline
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Some selected people to study biographically

Old Testament

Men Women

Abraham Samson Hagar
Isaac Samuel Hannah
Jacob Eli Jezebel
Joseph Job Abigail
Cain King Saul Deborah
Abel Solomon Esther
David Ahab Leah
Elijah Esau Rachel
Elisha Gideon Rebekah
Ezra Noah Sarah
Isaiah Judges of Israel Ruth
Jeremiah Kings of Israel/Judah Rahab
Ezekiel Mordecai Michal
Daniel Caleb
Nehemiah Jonah
Joshua Lot
Moses Enoch
Aaron Joab

New Testament

Men Women

Jesus Apollos Anna
John the Baptist Caiaphas Elizabeth
John the Apostle James Martha
Paul Stephen Mary, Mother of Jesus
Peter Pilate Mary Magdalene
Barnabas Philip Mary of Bethany
Andrew Timothy Priscilla

Assignment:  Select one of the following persons and complete all of the
steps for a biographical study:  Cain, Caleb, Stephen, Timothy, Joab.



2.  Topical Method

Definition:  The topical method seeks to determine what the Bible or a
part of the Bible says about a particular word or subject, including an
idea or concept.

Note:  The theological method of study is also basically a topical
method.

Goal:  To learn—

• what the word or subject means
• how different parts of the Bible use that word or subject
• whether or not the word or subject has special significance in the

Bible
• what spiritual principles come from the study
• how to apply the results of the topical study

Steps to follow: (see p. 97 for summary of steps).

Step 1 Choose the word or subject you want to study in view of real and
felt needs.

Step 2 Decide if it is desirable to limit your study to a particular chapter
or book, or to the NT or OT, or if you need to include the entire
Bible (e.g., “sacrifice” in the OT; “love” in 1 Cor. 13; “faith” in
James).

Step 3 Compile a list of related words.
synonyms (words with the same or similar meanings)
antonyms (words with the opposite meaning), e.g.

Synonyms Antonyms
• faith belief, trust doubt,unbelief
• money wealth, riches, poverty, poor

possessions

Step 4 Look in the back of The NIV Study Bible  in the Concordance, the
Index to Subjects (topical) and the Index to Notes (study notes)
and make a list of all the references you find for the word or subject
and related words. If the references are too numerous, you may
want to limit the scope of your study.

t
t

t
t
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Step 5 Look up and read the Scripture references, noting all Study Notes
and all Cross References for the word or subject. Write down a
statement about how the word or subject is used and what it seems to
mean in that reference.  (For example see study note on Hos. 2:20
for definition of “acknowledge”)

Step 6 Summarize your study as follows:

• Write out a definition or description of the word or subject.

• List instances where it is used in a different or similar sense.

• State your conclusion as to:

– the importance of the word or subject

– the nature of the word or subject

Step 7 Determine how you or your congregation can use and apply the
results of your study. Also see how this fits into your sermon and
teaching preparation.

Step 8 Prepare a message to preach or lesson to teach.

Caution:  Topical preaching and teaching is difficult to do well and
sometimes used as a substitute for real exposition of Scripture. In
preparing a topical message—

• be accurate
• be complete
• be clear
• try to work the results into an expository message

While more material will be covered on this subject in the courses on
Preaching Biblical Messages and Principles and Methods of Teaching, keep the
following in mind:

1. Use a central text and explain that passage to present the foundation
for your topical message.

2. Refer to other passages which support or contribute to the under-
standing of that message but keep them at a minimum.



For example: You might consider as a central text:

“discipleship” in Lk. 14:25-34 bringing in other refer-
ences in Luke like 9:23-25.

“giving/stewardship” in 2 Co. 9 bringing in other
references like 2 Co. 8:1-5; 1 Co. 16:1-2.

Example of topical method

1. “Friends”

2. Limit to Book of Proverbs

3. Related words

synonyms:  friend, friendship, neighbor, brother

antonyms:  enemies, strangers

4.   Concordance  Index to Notes (study notes)  Index to Subjects (topical)

friend, friends, friendship       No entries friendship
Pr. 17:17 Pr. 24:26

18:24 27:10, 17
27:6
27:10
16:28
17:9

brother neighbor enemy enemies
Pr. 17:17 Pr.  3:29 Pr. 16:7 No new entries

18:24 11:12 24:17
27:10 14:21 25:21
6:19 24:28 27:6

25:17 29:24
25:18
27:10
27:14
29:5

Caution: The concordance is not exhaustive, e.g. it did not list Pr. 19:6.
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5. Findings

Check cross references as you study. In reading 24:28 notice 24:29
which is not cross-referenced but deals with same subject as does 25:22
following 25:21 and 27:9 before 27:10 and 11:13 after 11:12.

3:29 do not harm neighbor (see also 3:28)
6:19 do not stir up trouble with brothers
11:12 do not show contempt for neighbor
11:13 trustworthy man does not betray a confidence
14:21 it is sin to despise a neighbor
16:7 when man is right with God—at peace with enemies
16:28 gossip separates friends
17:9 forgive freely; do not repeat offense
17:17 friend always loves; helps in adversity
18:24 too many friends are not good; good friend sticks closer than

brother
19:6 do not try to “buy friends”
24:17 do not rejoice when enemy falls
24:26 not applicable
24:28 do not testify against neighbor without cause
24:29 do not take revenge
25:17 do not impose on neighbor too much
25:18 false testimony harms a neighbor
25:21 do good to enemies
27:6 sometimes hurting a friend is good for him [by telling truth]
27:10 do not forsake your friend
27:14 do not overpraise your neighbor
27:17 not applicable
29:5 flattery is not wise
29:24 not applicable

Note: There are many other verses in Proverbs which apply to friends and
enemies but which do not contain the words listed. To be sure you
have all the verses read through the book and write down the
reference for each verse which applies.

Summary:

6. Proverbs tells us what to do and what not to do with respect to both
friends and enemies.

7. The application is obvious—

*To have a good friend you must be a good friend.*

8. For purposes of this example it is appropriate to organize and outline the
results as a message or lesson:



Sample Preaching/Teaching Outline

“Enemies and Friends from Proverbs”

I. Enemies – treat as God would
A. Things not to do:

1. Do not show contempt for or despise (11:12)
2. Do not rejoice when he falls (24:17; 3:29)

B. Things to do:
1. Be kind to and do good for (25:21)
2. Stay right with God and submit the relationship to God and let

Him make peace (16:7)
*Turn an enemy into a friend*

II. Friends - Choose carefully and do not have too many (18:24)
A. Characteristics of a true friend

• loves at all times (17:17)
• helps in trouble (17:17)
• sticks close—faithful (18:24)
• loyal—doesn’t forsake (27:10)
• speaks truth even when it hurts (27:6)
• generous (3:28)
• trusted counselor (11:13)
• forgives freely (17:9)

B. Causes of broken friendships
• stirring up trouble (6:19)
• foundation wrong (19:6)
• gossip (16:28)
• falsely testifying against (24:28; 25:18)
• taking revenge against (24:29)
• overimposing/meddling/taking advantage of (25:17)
• overpraising (27:14)
• flattery (29:5)

Conclusion: Enemies don’t have to remain enemies and friends may not
always be friends.
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Summary of steps in topical method

Step 1 Choose word or subject

Step 2 Decide limits of study

Step 3 List related words

Step 4 List references

Step 5 Read references and record findings

Step 6 Summarize results

Step 7 Consider how to apply

Step 8 Prepare a message or lesson

Note: You will only need to use those steps that are appropriate to your
particular study.



Sample form for

Topical Study

1. Word or subject selected

2. Extent of study
Chapter
Book
NT
OT

3. Related words:
• synonyms

• antonyms

4. References:
Concordance Index to Subjects (topical)   Index to Notes (study notes)

5. Results from reading references

6. Summary
• definition/description

• conclusion

7. Application

8. Message/lesson outline
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Selected words or subjects for topical study

Adoption Maturity
Faith Equip
Baptize Reconcile
Church Rest
Confess Righteous
Repent Salvation
Disciple Temptation
Flesh Suffering
Evil Wisdom
Fear of the Lord World
Fellowship Word
Grace Worship
Good Witness
Gospel Lust
Holy Obey
Law Peace
Marriage/divorce Prayer
Mercy Preach
Mind Money
Giving

Assignment:  Select one of the following words or subjects and
complete all of the steps for a topical study:

 “sin” in Ps. 51
 “love” in 1 Co. 13
 “faith” in James
 “hell” in the NT
 “fear of the Lord” in Proverbs



3. Theological (doctrinal) Method

Definition:  The theological or doctrinal method is a type of topical
study which seeks to discover the theology/doctrinal truths which form
the foundation of our understanding of God, man and the beliefs which
we hold in the Christian faith.

Note:  This type of study may involve—

• an individual chapter or book
• an author (e.g., Paul)
• NT or OT
• entire Bible

Goal:  To learn—

• what the Bible or a part of the Bible teaches about God,
man and the created order

• the foundational truths (doctrines) of the Christian faith
• how to put correct doctrinal beliefs into appropriate daily

behavior

Note: Theological word study is very difficult especially when using only
the NIV Study Bible. Also make use of the course manual, including the
Statement of Faith (Doctrinal Statement) in the Appendix and Course No. 5,
Bible Doctrine Survey.

Steps to follow:

Step 1 Choose subject – Select and write down the theological truth, word
or doctrine you want to study or write down as you are studying
some doctrine or concept you want to study later. Look up the word
or subject in the Index to Study Notes to see if there is also a biblical
definition given.  Look up the word in the English dictionary or a
theological or expository dictionary, if available, to get an idea of its
basic meaning.

Step 2 Limit study – Decide if it is wise to limit your study to a portion of
Scripture (e.g., what Paul teaches about man’s sin and lostness in
Ro. 1–3 or what the Book of Job teaches about the sovereignty
of God).  You may also decide to expand your study as in the example
from Daniel. The only danger in limiting your study is not that it
will be inaccurate but it may be incomplete.
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Step 3 Write down occurrences – If you have limited your study to a
portion of Scripture, read that portion and list every occurrence of
your subject. If you decide to see, for example, what the Book of
Ephesians says about “Jesus Christ,” then read Ephesians and note
every occurrence of His name.

Step 4 Determine related words – Write down the basic word or truth and
any related words or theological category in which it might be found.
(e.g. if you wanted to study God’s “omnipresence,” you could look for
references under “presence” and “God” in the Concordance,
and attributes of God in the Index to Notes (study notes), and “God”
in the Index to Subjects (topical)).  Also read the Introduction to the
book in which your passage appears to discover theological themes
and concepts.

Step 5 List references – Look up all references to the subject and related
words in the Concordance, Index to Subjects (topical) and Index
to Notes (study notes) and make a list of them.

Step 6 Statement about references – Read all the references, including any
study notes and cross-references and make a short statement about
what each teaches.

Step 7 Organize findings – Organize your findings into appropriate groups or
categories and write out your conclusions along with a simple outline.

Step 8 Application – Determine how to apply your findings to yourself and
your congregation—theological/doctrinal truth is meant to be applied
in daily living.

Ask yourself the following questions:

For believers:

How does this theological truth apply?

What response or feeling should this truth cause?

For non-believers:

How does this theological truth apply?

What response or feeling is this truth likely to cause?

Note: The following example is an exceptional one because the passage was
selected first and the idea of “sovereignty” comes from the Introduction to
Daniel which was noted in the Index to Subjects.



Example of theological study

What does Da. 2:20-22 teach about the attributes (characteristics) of God?

Step 1 Subject:  Attributes of God

Step 2 Passage:  Da. 2:20-22 (expand the limits of study if desirable)

Step 3 Note all references to God and His characteristics and related words.

Step 4 Concordance      Index to Notes (study notes) Index to Subjects
(topical)

No references    “God, attributes of” — “God’s control” over
in concordance    Introduction to Daniel evil, man, nations,

   under “sovereignty” etc.

Note: You could now look up “sovereignty” (“sovereign”) in the
Concordance    Da. 4:25; 7:27

Step 5 Read all cross references and study notes. Add the ones that are
directly related to the passage being studied (Da. 2:20-22).

Step 6 Statement about references

2:20 Wisdom and power are God’s.

Note: You could now follow references for “power” or “wisdom”

2:21 God changes seasons.
God sets up and deposes kings.
God gives wisdom and knowledge.

2:22 God knows even things hidden in darkness.

4:17 God is sovereign over earth’s kingdoms.

4:25 God controls the kings of earth.

5:11 Relates to Daniel, not God.

5:18 Kings subject to God, who gives power.

5:21 King Nebuchadnezzar humbled by God.

7:27 God’s kingdom is everlasting and saints will rule with Him.
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Step 7 Findings and conclusions

Main idea:  God is the Sovereign Ruler of the universe.  Da. 4:17

Support:
1) God changes seasons and times.    Da. 2:21

2) God sets up and removes Kings.   Da. 2:21

3) God alone gives wisdom and power.   Da. 2:20, 22

4) God exercises control over kings of the earth and will discipline
them.   Da. 4:25

5) God’s everlasting kingdom will ultimately rule over all.
Da. 4:34-35

Definition: Sovereign means

• not subject to rule or control of others

• superior to all others in power, influence and importance

• having the right (authority-position) and power to rule and reign

• supremely in control

God alone is sovereign.

Note:  This definition was derived from the text.

Step 8 Application

To yourself:  Regardless of what is happening in my life, God has
caused or allowed it for His purposes.

To believers:  Relax, God is in control and nothing happens among
the kingdoms on earth or in your life that He doesn’t cause or allow.

To unbelievers:  God is sovereign King. Why not bow to Him
now—you will later!

Note: To turn the findings and conclusions into a message you would
only have to add illustrations from Daniel (e.g. How God
humbled King Nebuchadnezzar in Chap. 4 and how He removed
Belshazzar in Chap. 5).



Summary of steps in theological method

Step 1 Choose subject

Step 2 Limit study (or expand if desirable)

Step 3 Write down occurrences

Step 4 Determine related words

Step 5 List references

Step 6 Statement about references

Step 7 Organize findings

Step 8 Application

Note: You will only need to use those steps that are appropriate to your
particular study.
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Sample form for

Theological Study

1) Subject selected

2) Passages

3) Occurrences in passage

4) Related words (where appropriate)

5) List of references (where appropriate)

6) Statement about occurrences or references

7) Findings and conclusions

8) Application

• to yourself

• to believers

• to non-believers



Selected theological/doctrinal truths and concepts of study

Note:  See course in Survey of Bible Doctrines for detailed subjects.

Attributes of God Creation
Names of God Fall of Man
Jesus Christ The Cross
Holy Spirit Atonement
Sin The Church
Salvation The Tribulation
Man The Rapture
Angels Heaven
Miracle Hell
Word of God Millennial Kingdom
Law Satan
The Trinity Baptism

Assignment:  Select one of the following theological truths or concepts
and complete each step:

1. What does Jn. 1:1-18 teach about the Person and work of Jesus
Christ?

2. What does Job 1-2 teach about Satan?

3. What does Isa. 45 teach about the sovereignty of God?

4. What does the Book of Ephesians teach about the Church?

5. What does Ro. 4 teach about salvation and faith in the Old Testa
ment?

6. What does Ps. 145 teach about the character of God?

Note:  Complete only those steps that are appropriate to your particular
    study. Limit your study to the text which you choose.
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4. Devotional Method

Definition:  The devotional method seeks to study the Bible for personal
spiritual nourishment and enrichment of one’s personal relationship to
God.

Goal:  To learn—

• how to develop a regular “quiet time”

• how to personally appropriate and apply more of God’s Word

• how to respond to God more properly in worship, praise,
thanksgiving, service, dependence and obedience

• how to grow more intimately in our relationship to God as we spend
time with Him in prayer and His Word

• how to let God speak to us through His Word

• how to more fully appreciate God for who He is

Steps or guidelines to follow:

1. Set aside a specific period of time each day (30 minutes to 1 hour) for
devotional study.

2. Pray for insight and understanding in the Word (see 2 Ti. 2:7;
1 Co. 2:12-15; Col. 1:9-14; Heb. 4:12-13).

3. Select a passage of Scripture from a few verses to no more than a
chapter— remember that all of God’s Word is profitable! You may
want to systematically read through a particular book.

4. Read the passage quickly. Re-read the passage slowly and carefully.
Think about the passage—meditate on it (ponder it in your heart and
mind.)

5. Ask God to show you one main insight (or truth) for this passage.
*Reflect on that insight.*
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6. Ask yourself
• How does this insight apply to me?
• What response does this insight call for?

 [See p. 78-80 of this manual for material on application]

7. Pray for God to enable you through the power of His indwelling Holy
Spirit to respond properly and act on this passage.

8. Thank God for what He has shown you and for the spiritual nourishment
you have received.

*Record your insight so you can share it with others later. You may also use
this insight later in study for preaching and teaching.*

You may want to purposely memorize a part of this passage or read it enough
times or in successive devotional times for it to become a part of you (e.g., a
chapter like Ro. 8 could be profitably read everyday for a week or more).

Sample

Date: January 15th Passage:  Jer. 9:23-24

Insight:  A wise man realizes that his own wisdom, strength and riches
are of no ultimate eternal value and are no basis for boasting before
God.

Application to me:  I repent of my pride and will try to focus more on
knowing and understanding God as my goal which is the only thing in
life about which I can really boast.

Assignment:  Select one of the following passages and practice the
devotional method using the form on the next page:

Ps. 1
1 Co. 10:11-13
La. 3:19-26
Rev. 4:11; 5:9, 11-12
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Sample form for

Devotional method

Date:                 Passage:

Insight:

Application to me:



Selected passages for devotional study

1 Ch. 28:9 Mt. 7:1-5
Dt. 6:4-8 2 Co. 1:3-7
Ex. 20:1-17 Php. 3:7-11
Ro. 8:28-30 1 Th. 5:16-24
Pr. 1:1-7 1 Ti. 6:17-19
Pr. 3:5-12 Heb. 11:1-6
Ps. 19 Jas. 5:13-18
Isa. 45:5-7 1 Jn. 2:15-17
Job 42:1-6 Rev. 2:1-7
Mt. 6:19-24

Note: Every part of Scripture is profitable. Choose a book and start reading
a portion of it every day. Philippians is a good place to start.

   Review

Summarize in one sentence the purpose for each of the following Bible study
methods:

1. Biographical

2. Topical

3. Theological

4. Devotional
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III. A suggested plan for systematic Bible study

• Pray for God to clear your heart and mind and depend on the Holy
Spirit to teach you as you study.

• Review periodically the
– required attitudes for effective study (p. 26)
– essential truths about the Bible (p. 27)
– responsibility of the pastor to study (p. 21)

• Use the principles of the three-step process of—

Observation What does it say?
Interpretation What does it mean?
Application What shall I do?

• Utilize on a regular basis the Introductions, Outlines,
Concordance, Index to Subjects (topical), Study Notes, Index to
Notes (study notes), Text Notes, Cross References and other helps
of The NIV Study Bible.

• Read repeatedly the passage being studied until you know it very
well. Think through it backward and forward and make sure you
read the passage in context and relate it to other scriptures.

• Ask God to show you clearly the main idea, central truth, concept
or principle taught by the passage.

• Make sure you understand the passage clearly before you try to
communicate its truth to others.

• Remember your goal—study to be trained in righteousness so you
will become more like Jesus Christ and assist others in growing to
maturity.

Systematic Bible Study is a lifelong pursuit which will continually produce
fruit—you will always have truth to obey and a message to preach or teach
from God’s Word.

* THE BEST WAY TO LEARN TO STUDY THE BIBLE MORE
EFFECTIVELY AND PRODUCTIVELY IS TO STUDY THE
BIBLE.*
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A P P E N D I X





The NIV Study Bible contains a wealth of information and numerous features to assist you
in the study of God's Word. It is written for English-speaking people around the world.
Note:  All page numbers are to the 10th Anniversary Edition of The NIV Study Bible
(©1995).

*Caution:  Only the text of Scripture is inspired. All other features such as outlines,
introductions, study notes, maps, charts, etc., are helpful, but are only the product of men.*

    General features of The NIV Study Bible

1. Table of Contents  - in front of Bible  ( p. viii)
A list in order of the books of the Bible and the page on which each book begins.
Following the Table of Contents is a list of the maps and charts and the book to which
they apply.

2. Color maps - at very back of Bible
An index to places on the color maps comes just before the color maps (p. 2169-72).

3. Concordance - in back of Bible before the color maps  (p. 2023-2168)
*Use to find where a particular word appears in Scripture.

For example:  evil  (p. 2061 – Concordance)
                             *indicates every occurrence included
                             (  ) related words to check

4. Index to Subjects - topical  (p. 1955-72)
Provides a topical index to selected subjects with a list of the Bible texts which relate to
those subjects.

5. Index to Notes  - study notes  (p. 1973-2017)
Provides the page number and text reference on which major study notes appear on a
particular subject, person, place. word or concept.

6. Index to Maps - (p. 2019-22)
Provides the pages in the Study Bible where specific place-names are located on maps
within the Study Bible.

Practical Hints for Using The NIV Study Bible
(New International Version)

10th Anniversary Edition
©1995 Zondervan Publishing House
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7. Essays on:
The Conquest and Ethical Question of War  (p. 284)
Wisdom Literature  (p. 721)
Minor Prophets  (p. 1311)
Time between the Testaments  (p. 1424-27)
Synoptic Gospels  (p. 1431)
Pastoral Letters  (p. 1833)
General Letters  (p. 1877)

8. NIV Harmony of the Gospels - following John  (p. 1636-41).

9. Major Archaelogical Finds in the N.T.  (p. 1642)

    Special features of The NIV Study Bible

1. Black and white maps in main body of the Bible, listed in front of Bible -
"contents:maps"  (p. ix)

For example:  the Seven Churches of Revelation (p. 1927)

2. Charts listed in front of Bible - "contents:charts"  (p. x)
For example: Tribes of Israel (p. 80)

Parables of Jesus   (p. 1568)
Miracles of Jesus   (p. 1593)
Qualifications for Elders  (p. 1840)

3. Introductions to individual books of the Bible, precede the text of the book itself
For example:  Micah  (p. 1364)

•  human author
•  date of writing
•  historical context
•  theme or purpose
•  structure of book
•  outline of book

*Before studying a book, read the introduction and outline.

The following will describe the chapter numbers, verse numbers, paragraphs, study
notes, text notes, parallel passages, icons, chapter headings and the cross reference
system. (A copy of p. 1592 is attached as an example.)

4. Chapter numbers – large bold numbers

5. Verse numbers – small raised numerals  (Note:  Verse 1 has no number)
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6. Paragraphs – noted by indentation

7. Study notes – appear at bottom of each page below the solid line
•  Explain important words and concepts
•  Interpret difficult verses
•  Draw parallels between specific events and people
•  Describe historical and cultural contexts of passages
•  Demonstrate how one passage helps in understanding other passages

8. Text notes – Follow the last part of the text in the right-hand column and explain a
word or give another translation.

9. Chapter or section headings – titles which summarize the material in a chapter or
section.

10. Parallel passages – appear below the chapter headings to note similar or identical
passages.

11. Cross reference system – located in the center column of the page. It is designed
primarily to refer the reader to related passages on the same subject.

        Symbols: S = "see" (S is first link in the base chain of reference)
            ver. = verse in same chapter

1:34 = chapter 1, verse 34
Letter of alphabet = appears after the word that is the subject of the
      (e.g. "x") cross reference.

Bold letter of alphabet= text note at bottom of right hand column

*Caution:  The cross reference system is complicated and difficult to use but
will prove invaluable with hard work and a little practice.*

12. Symbols or icons - The new version added symbols in the study notes as follows:
The seedling calls attention to Scripture references containing study
notes that have practical principles for personal application.

The shovel points out references containing such notes that provide
light from the study of archaeology.

The silhouette of a human head identifies a character sketch.

For more help, see the Preface and Introduction in front of The NIV Study Bible

   *Only with regular practice will you be able to use this study Bible effectively in
order to gain the most benefit.*
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Taken from THE NIV STUDY BIBLE, Fully Revised Edition. Copyright © 2002 by Zondervan Publishing House.
Used by permission.

basic
   word

(related
     word)
Parentheses indicate a
word related to the
basic word.

* every
     occurrence
An asterisk indicates
that this list is comp-
lete, showing every
occurrence of this word
in the Bible. Other lists,
without the asterisk, are
incomplete and only a
representative sample.

CONCORDANCE
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chapter

cross
reference

Cross Reference System

parallel
passages

section
heading

paragraph

verse

cultural
setting

text
notes

verse

Study

Notes

Taken from THE NIV STUDY BIBLE, Fully Revised Edition. Copyright © 2002 by Zondervan Publishing House.
Used by permission.

5



6



THE 66 BOOKS OF THE BIBLE

STRUCTURE OF THE OLD TESTAMENT

GENESIS 
EXODUS 
LEVITICUS 
NUMBERS 
DEUTERONOMY

 LAW POETRY

JOB 
PSALMS 
PROVERBS 
ECCLESIASTES 
SONG OF SOLOMON

PROPHECY

ISAIAH 
JEREMIAH 
LAMENTATIONS 
EZEKIEL 
DANIEL

HOSEA 
JOEL 
AMOS 
OBADIAH 
JONAH 
MICAH 
NAHUM 
HABAKKUK 
ZEPHANIAH 
HAGGAI 
ZECHARIAH 
MALACHI

HISTORY

JOSHUA 
JUDGES 
RUTH 
1 SAMUEL 
2 SAMUEL 
1 KINGS 
2 KINGS 
1 CHRONICLES 
2 CHRONICLES 
EZRA 
NEHEMIAH 
ESTHER 
 
     

17 BOOKS

12 BOOKS

5 BOOKS 5 BOOKS

39 BOOKS

STRUCTURE OF THE NEW TESTAMENT

GOSPELS

MATTHEW 
MARK 
LUKE 
JOHN 

4 BOOKS

HISTORY OF CHURCH

1 BOOK

ACTS

LETTERS

ROMANS 
1 AND 2 CORINTHIANS 
GALATIANS 
EPHESIANS 
PHILIPPIANS 
COLOSSIANS 
1 AND 2 THESSALONIANS 
1 AND 2 TIMOTHY 
TITUS 
PHILEMON 

HEBREWS 
JAMES 
1 AND 2 PETER 
1,2,3 JOHN 
JUDE

21 BOOKS

        PROPHECY

1 BOOK

REVELATION

27 BOOKS
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Plan of Salvation

I. Purpose of God (fellowship)
A. Man created in image of God with meaning and purpose to fellowship with

and glorify God.  (Gen. 1:26-31)
B. God simply required man's obedience.  (Gen. 2:16,17)

II. Problem of Man (sin)
A. Man chose to be his own god, to disobey God and sin.  (Gen. 3)
B. Sin brought physical and spiritual death, i.e. separation from Holy God.

(Is. 59:2)
C. All men have sinned and fallen short of God's glory.  (Rom. 3:23; 5:12)
D. Wages of sin is death.  (Rom. 6:23; Heb. 9:27; Rev. 20:15)
E. The shedding of blood is required for forgiveness of sins. (Heb. 9:22)
F. Eternal destiny of unsaved is separation from God. (John 3:18, 36:

Jude  1:7; 2 Thess. 1:8-9)

Issue: Since Scripture says all men are dead in sin and alienated from God
(Eph. 2:1,12), how can man be brought back into right relationship
with God?

III. Provision of God (salvation)
A. Man cannot save himself—

1. Being good is not enough.  (Is. 64:6)
2. Doing good is not enough.  (Eph. 2:9)
3. Wisdom and intellect is not enough.  (Matt. 16:17; 1 Cor. 1:21)

B. Without God salvation is impossible.  (Luke 18:26,27)
C. God through Jesus Christ makes salvation available to all men.

1. God so loved the world that He gave His Son.  (John 3:16)
2. While we were yet sinners and helpless, Christ died for us. (Rom. 5:8)
3. Christ bore our sins in His body and paid the penalty for us by

shedding His blood on the cross. (1 Pet. 2:22-24)
4. Christ died for our sins, was buried and raised the third day

according to Scripture (1 Cor. 15:3-6).
5. Jesus is the only way to God (John 14:6).

IV. Procuring by man of God's provision (faith)
A. Salvation is the free gift of God's grace. (Rom. 6:23; Eph. 2:8)
B. Salvation is made effective by faith alone (Acts 16:31; Rom. 10:9)

Note: Faith is not simply intellectual agreement, but actively trusting in
Christ for forgiveness of sins and eternal life as one turns from sin
to God.

C. Salvation brings eternal life with God. (John 3:16; 1:12)

Offer: Receive by faith the free gift of salvation and forgiveness of sins provided by God's
grace.



Bible Training Centre for Pastors

STATEMENT OF FAITH

This doctrinal statement reflects the broad, mainstream, conservative evangelical tradition
which is consistent with the teachings of the Bible and which has stood the test of history
and experience. We specifically affirm the following doctrinal truths:

1. The Scriptures
We believe that the entire Bible is the inspired Word of God and that men of God

"were moved by the Holy Spirit" to write the very words of Scripture. The Bible is
therefore without error (inerrant) in its original manuscripts. God has supernaturally
preserved the Bible and it is the sole and final authority for faith and life providing
encouragement, guidance, comfort and instruction for training in righteousness
(2 Tim. 3:16-17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21).

2. The Godhead (Trinity)
We believe in one true God eternally existing in three distinct persons (Father, Son

and Holy Spirit) each of Whom is fully and equally God; possesses all of the divine nature
and attributes, and is totally worthy of our worship and service (Deut. 6:4; Matt. 28:19;
John 1:14, 10:30; 2 Cor. 13:14).

3. God the Father
We believe that God the Father is the first person of the Trinity and is the eternal,

unchanging, all-powerful, all-knowing, all-wise, all-loving, completely just and perfectly
holy, sovereign Ruler and Sustainer of the universe. He is the Father of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ and the Father of all true believers (Gen. 1:1; Eph. 4:6; John 1:12-13,
5:19-21, 17:1-5; Is. 40:21-28, 43:10-13, 46:8-11; Rom. 8:14-16).

4. God the Son
We believe that Jesus Christ is the second person of the Trinity and is the only begotten

eternal Son of God Who became flesh to reveal God to man, to fulfill prophecy, and to
become the Savior of the lost world. In becoming man Jesus did not cease in any way to be
God so that He is fully God and fully man inseparably united in one person forever.

Jesus was miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit; born of the Virgin Mary; lived a
sinless life; died on the cross as the substitutionary, all-sufficient atoning sacrifice for all of the
sins of all men of all time; was buried; bodily rose from the dead; physically ascended into
heaven in His glorified, resurrected body; is seated at the right hand of the Father performing
His ministry of intercession; will return in the air to claim His bride the church; and will come
again to earth in bodily form, personally and visibly, to conclude human history and consum-
mate God's eternal plan by executing judgment and ushering in His Millennial Kingdom reign
to be followed by the eternal state John 1:1,14,18, 3:16; Luke 1:30-35; Phil 2:5-8; Col. 2:3,9;
Mark 10:45; Acts 2:22-24; John 1:29; Rom. 3:25-26;Heb. 10:5-14; 1 Pet. 2:24, 3:18; John
20:20; Phil. 3:20-21; Heb. 1:3; Rom. 8:34; 1 John 2:1; Acts 1:11; Heb. 9:28; 1 Thess. 4:13-18;
2 Thess 2:7; Matt. 24:44; Rev. 19:11-21; Rev. 21-22).

5. God the Holy Spirit
We believe that the Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity Who specially came

into the world on the day of Pentecost to glorify Christ and to enable men to appropriate
the salvation wrought by Christ. He is the primary agent for the conviction of sin and for
regeneration. Simultaneously with salvation, the Holy Spirit imparts new life, baptizes
the believer into the body of Christ (His church), permanently indwells the believer, and
securely seals the believer unto the day of redemption. The Holy Spirit fills (directs and
controls) those believers who are yielded to Him, enables believers to bear fruit, and
empowers believers to live a life free from sin's dominion. We also believe that the Holy
Spirit gives spiritual gifts to believers for the purpose of edifying the church in accordance
with the teachings of scripture. (1 Cor. 13:8, 14:22; John 16:7-15; 1 Cor. 6:19, 12:13;
Eph. 1:13-14, 4:30; Gal. 5:16-17, 22-23; Rom. 8:5-13; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; Rom. 12:3-8).
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6. Man
We believe that man was created in the image of God by direct act of God and did not

come into being as the result of evolution. Man was created to glorify God, worship and
serve Him, and have fellowship with Him. Man fell through sin by disobeying God, thus
incurring both physical and spiritual death, which alienated him from God. Man's nature
was thus corrupted and he is utterly lost, "dead in trespasses and sins," and totally incapable
of saving himself and coming back into right relationship with God by his own merit or
effort (Gen. 1:26, 2:6,17, 3:17-24; Is. 59:1-2;  Rom. 3:9-19,23, 5:6-8; Luke 18:26-27;
Eph. 2:1-3).

7. Satan
We believe that Satan is the instigator of evil and a real spirit being, not simply the

personifi- cation of evil. He is a fallen angel who, under the sovereign permission of God,
has been given temporary rulership of the earth. He was utterly defeated at the cross, but the
execution of his judgment has been postponed by God until after the Millennial Kingdom
when he will be cast into the eternal lake of fire. In the meantime, he deceives the world and
seeks to establish his counterfeit kingdom on earth to discredit and blaspheme God and to
tempt, accuse, attack and destroy believers. He can be resisted by the believer through faith and
reliance on the power of the Holy Spirit (Gen. 3:1-5; Is. 14:12-17; Ezek. 28:11-19; Job 1-2;
1 John 5:19; 2 Cor. 11:14; 1 Tim. 3:6; 1 Pet. 5:8-9; James 4:7; Rev. 12:9, 20:1-3, 7-10).

8. Salvation
We believe that the shed blood of Jesus Christ on the cross provides the sole basis for

forgiveness of sins and salvation, which is the free gift of God's grace. Salvation is effected
by the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit and cannot be secured by man's works or
personal merit. Salvation is only appropriated by a person placing his faith in the finished
work of Christ. Repentance is a turning toward God and away from sin and is a part of
but not separate from believing faith. "The Gospel is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes" and those who receive Jesus Christ by faith are born again, have
their sins forgiven, become children of God, are a new creation in Christ, and "are sealed by
the Holy spirit unto the day of redemption", being kept by the power of God (Eph. 1:7;
13-14; John 1:12-13, 3:1-7, 14-16; 2 Cor. 5:17; Rom. 1:16, 10:9-10; Eph. 2:8-10;
Rom. 8:14-17, 31-39; John 10:27-29, 14:6; Acts 26:20; 1 Pet. 1:3-5).

9. The Christian Life
We believe that every Christian should live for Christ and not for himself and should,

by the power of the indwelling Spirit, allow Christ to manifest His life through him to
God's glory. By ever increasing obedience to the Word of God, each believer should mature
and progressively become more like Jesus. In the power of the Spirit, each believer should
live a holy life; not fulfill the lusts of the flesh; exercise his spiritual gifts to build up the
body of Christ; witness for Christ; be personally involved in making disciples to fulfill the
great commission; perform good works and bear fruit to the glory of God (Gal. 2:20;
1 Pet. 1:15-16, 2:11; 2 Cor. 5:14-15; Rom. 6:11-13; Eph. 2:10, 4:11-12,
4:22-24; 1 Pet. 4:10-11; Acts 1:8; Matt. 28:18-20; Col. 1:10; John 15:8, 16).

10. The Church
We believe that the church is the body of Christ of which Jesus is the Head and

whose members are those who have truly received Christ by faith. The local church is a
tangible expression of the body of Christ in a particular location. Since all members of the
body of Christ are united in Christ by the same Spirit, they should live in love, harmony
and unity, being intent on the same purpose and accepting those sectarian or denominational
practices which are based on a sincere interpretation of the Bible, which do not relate
to substantive doctrinal matters, and  which do not in practice cause disunity or hinder
the ministry. The purpose of the church is to make Christ known to lost  men, to make
disciples, and glorify God on earth (Acts 1:8;1 Cor. 12:12-27; Eph. 1:20-23, 4:1-6,
4:12-16; Matt. 28:18-20; John 17; Col. 1:24-29).
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11. The Ordinances
We believe that the only two ordinances of the church recognized by Scripture are

water baptism and the Lord's Supper. Water baptism by immersion is an act of obedience
following salvation which symbolically pictures the believer's death to sin, burial of the old
life, and resurrection to new life. The Lord's Supper celebrates fellowship and communion
with Christ, symbolically commemorates His death, and anticipates His second coming
(Matt. 28:19; Acts 10:47-48; Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-28; Rom. 6:3-4).

12. Eternal Destiny of Men
We believe that at death every believer consciously and immediately enters into the

presence and fellowship of the Lord to wait for the physical resurrection and glorification
of his body at Christ's return. The believer will thus enjoy life eternal with God—
fellowshipping, serving and worshipping Him forever (2 Cor. 5:6; 1 Cor. 15:12-58;
Luke 23:39-43; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; John 3:16; Rev. 21–22).

We believe that at death every unbeliever consciously and immediately enters into
separation from the Lord to wait for the physical resurrection of his body to everlasting
condemnation, judgment and punishment (Luke 16:19-31; John 3:18, 36; Rev. 20:5, 11-15;
2 Thess. 1:5-10).

13. Future Things
We believe the next prophetic event will be the rapture of the Church when the Lord

Jesus Christ will return in the air to receive unto Himself all Church Age believers (John
14:1-3; Titus 2:11-14; 1 Cor. 15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Phil. 3:20-21). The rapture of
the Church will be followed by the seven-year Great Tribulation period in fulfillment of
Dan. 9:24-27 and as described in Rev. 6:1–19:21 during which Israel will be purified, the
whole world tested, and the wrath of God poured out against sin (Jer. 30:7; Matt. 24; Rev.
3:10; 1 Thess. 5:9-11).

We believe that at the end of the Great Tribulation the Lord Jesus Christ in His second
coming will personally and physically return to the earth just as He ascended with great
power and glory to execute judgment and usher in the Millennial Kingdom, during which
He will reign on earth for 1000 years with righteousness, justice and peace to fulfill God's
covenant promise to Israel (Acts 1:8-11; Rev. 19:11-21; Ezek. 37:21-28; Is. 11:9;
Rev. 20:1-6).

We believe that the 1000-year reign of Christ on earth will be followed by the final
judgment of Satan when he is cast into the lake of fire forever; the Great White Throne
Judgment and bodily resurrection for unbelievers; the creation of a new heaven and new
earth; and the eternal state
(Rev. 20–22; 2 Pet. 3:1-14).

 ACCEPTANCE POLICY

We accept students from independent churches and from a wide range of
denominations. However, student applicants are required to affirm in writing their
substantial agreement with this statement of faith. Where differences are indicated, the
student may be conditionally accepted for training upon his agreement not to teach,
 promote or exercise such doctrinal differences or practices while he is an active student.
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