
The Real Jesus

An Indepth Study on the Book of Mark (and some other parts too)

Introduction

! If you are reading this, you must have some kind of interest in knowing the true 
character of God.  As I have studied Godʼs Word while living in Central Asia gaining, 
somewhat, of an understanding of what Central Asians think about God, God has laid it 
on my heart to talk about The Real Jesus.  This study is for anyone who is interested in 
knowing God more on a personal level, through Jesus Christ.  I assure you, as you read 
about who Jesus really is, you will fall in love with Him.  In reading the Book of Mark, I 
canʼt help but fall in love with Jesus over and over again.  Iʼm extremely grateful for who 
He is and what He has done for me.

! This study is made up of A LOT of questions.  You will dig into Godʼs Word 
yourself, which means you will need Godʼs Word in order to do this study.  If you donʼt 
have Godʼs Word, then this study will not mean anything.  You must be in His Word!  
You will also want a notebook to write down your thoughts and answers to questions 
from this study.  Those notes will be important to keep through the study to help you 
remember what you are learning.  May the Holy Spirit be your guide as you discover the 
Truth.  My prayer for you as I have written this study is that you will know the truth about 
Jesusʼ birth, life, death, and resurrection so that you may one day call Him Friend.  

! There are a few words that are underlined, CAPATALIZED, or bolded.  These 
words will be found throughout the study and have great meaning, so pay attention.  
See if you can find where two phrases are ALL THREE.  That must mean itʼs really 
important!!  So, letʼs dig in to Godʼs Word!

! Before we start, what questions do you have about God, Jesus, or the Spirit?  Be 
honest.  Any question is a good question.  There is no question too small or too big.  
Anything is good.  Go ahead and write them down in your notebook, and weʼll see how 
God answers your questions on the way.

! If youʼre having trouble thinking of some, here are a few to get your mind juices 
flowing:
-Who is Jesus?
-What is it about Jesus that makes people want to follow Him?
-Why did Jesus have to die?
-Why is Jesus so important?
-Is Jesus really who He says He is?  Is He the Son of God/God?
-What do I believe about Jesus?  Not only what Iʼve been told about Him, but what do I 
personally believe about Jesus?
-What keeps me from following Jesus?  Why should I follow Him?
!
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! As we get started, write down what you already know about God, Jesus, and the 
Holy Spirit.  It can be anything you have heard in the past, stories you have been told, 
etc...  

! As you study Godʼs Word, check to see if the things you already know about God 
are true or not.  Believe me, itʼs ok if what you know about God is not true.  There are 
many lies going around about Him that only going to Godʼs Word can bring into the light.  
I hope as you read the Book of Mark you will see that God does not condemn those 
who may have it wrong, but He loves and has mercy.  Iʼve had it wrong several times!  
Yet, as I keep running to Him, He makes things right.  So, letʼs dive into the Truth of 
Godʼs Word!

! Before ever getting to Jesus, we must start at the beginning to understand the 
reason why the events in Jesusʼ life were so important.  We need to answer the 
question:  Why do we, human beings, NEED to know and believe in Jesus?  The 
answer lies in Godʼs Word!
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Chapter One:  IN THE BEGINNING!

Who is God?

! Read Genesis 1.  After you have read the entire chapter, we will go back and 
look deeply into specific verses.

! Genesis 1:1 gives us a clue as to who God is.  Based on this verse, what/who 
would you say God is?  

! Genesis 1:1-2 tells us about another essence of God that exists.  Who is 
hovering over the waters?

! As we can see from these verses, we see who God has always been.  God, the 
Creator AND God, the Spirit.  Who else was there?  Absolutely no one, only God 
Himself!  There is only ONE God who created everything.  Therefore God, the Creator 
AND God, the Spirit MUST be the same.  In the first two verses of Godʼs Word, we see 
that God is in relationship.  Who is He in relationship with?  Himself!
! Genesis 1:3 says that God spoke and created light.  When God speaks, things 
happen.  What did He say about the light?  

! Keep reading Genesis 1:4-31.
! What does God say about His creation?  Take a look at verses 
1:4,10,12,18,21,25,31.

! Was there anything bad or evil about what God created?

! What might this tell us about Godʼs character? (What word did you see over and 
over again?)

! Iʼm sure as you were reading, you may of come across something quite 
interesting in Genesis 1:26, “Then God said, ʻLet us...ʼ”  How can this be if God is One?  
Oh, what a mystery!  What have we already learned about God?  He is Creator and He 
is Good.  Already, God is far greater than you or I could ever imagine.  Our small brains, 
although creatively designed by God, still cannot fully understand the fullness of God.  
In reading this verse, I continue to think about how God is in relationship with Himself.  
This has to be important!!  God is showing us that He is all sufficent because He has an 
ongoing relationship within Himself.  God made human beings.  He didnʼt have to make 
the human race because He was already fully complete in Himself.  However, God 
desires relationship, therefore He created creatures, in His own image (characteristics) 
to fill the earth He created, so He could have relationship.  

! What might the fact that God wants relationship say about who He is?  What is at 
His core that He wants to give to others?
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! So, after Genesis 1, what words would you use to describe God?

! I have seen that God is Creator, Spirit, Light, Good, Love, Desires relationships, 
perfect and COMPLETE in Himself.  If God is all these things in the very beginning, He 
is all these things now, for God NEVER changes.  

! Read Genesis 2.  
! How would you describe Godʼs relationship with the first man, Adam?  What 
kinds of things did you see God do for him?

! What was the command in Genesis 2:15-17?  This will be important to remember 
later.

! Genesis 2:25 is very interesting.  What does this verse say about Adam and Eve 
in the Garden?
 
! Up to this point everything was perfect in the Garden of Eden.  Adam and Eve 
had close relationship with God.  They would talk directly to one another, walk together 
in the garden, they were really good friends.  Adam and Eve were also really close to 
each other.  I mean, how many people could you walk around naked with and not feel 
shame?!  Their relationship with one another was perfect.  So, here we see a perfect 
relationship between God and His creation.  It was like heaven on earth!  Then...
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Chapter Two:  WHEN IT ALL WENT WRONG!

It All Went Down Hill

! So, what happened?  If God is all good things, why is my life so messed up?  
Why is the world so messed up?  Why do I have trouble in my relationships?  Why do 
people take advantage of other people?  Why do people judge other people?  Why do 
people lie to others?  Why is what other people think so important?  Letʼs get to the 
answer.  Read Genesis 3 and describe what happened in this chapter.

! There is now a new character in the historical story, the serpent.  Where did he 
come from?  Letʼs take a closer look at the characters in this chapter.

! -Serpent:  Who is the serpent?  What is his character?  Genesis 3:1,4,13-15.  

! Compare the question the serpent asked Eve in 3:1 to what God actually said in 
2:16-17.  What is different?  What do you think the serpent is wanting to do here?

! -Eve:  In Genesis 3:2-3, what did Eve do to Godʼs words?  The serpent has 
started to decieve and confuse the human race about the truth of Godʼs words.  He 
makes it sound almost like truth, but it really is not.  So, what choice did Eve make?

! Genesis 3:6 tells us that she saw the fruit was good to eat, pleasing on the 
outside, and then wanted to gain something for herself (to be like God in knowing good 
and evil), so she ate it.  Then she not only disobeyed on her own, but she dragged her 
husband in on the deal.  Did Adam have a choice?  Yet, what did he choose?

! As with any choice that we make, there are consequences/effects of those 
choices.  For Adam and Eve, their lives drastically changed from that moment on, and 
ultimately changed history forever.

! What was the result of eating the fruit?  Genesis 3:7

! Only when their eyes were fully open to everything, good and evil, they saw they 
were naked.  Now, they were experiencing a new emotion.  There was shame and 
embarrassment in walking around the garden naked.  So, what did they choose to do? 
(3:7)

! Now, I donʼt know about you, but fig leaves arenʼt necessarily that big!  They 
must of had to sew many together and spend time apart as they were making coverings 
for themselves because they were embarrassed.  How well do you think the sewed fig 
leaves worked out for them?  Covering up in their own way, did it seem to work?
!
! We have seen that God is a God of relationship.  So, as He was walking around 
the garden, something was missing.  Actually, someone was missing.  What did Adam 
and Eve do when they heard God walking in the garden?  Genesis 3:8-10. 

5



! Adam and Eve knew they disobeyed His word, so now there is another emotion 
that has appeared, fear.  It says they hid because they were afraid.  Where did fear 
come from?  So, now there are these new experiences of shame and fear that have 
entered a perfect world.

! Genesis 3:10-24 is a discussion about the act of disobedience that just took 
place.  God has asked them if they had eaten from the tree they were not supposed to 
(itʼs not like God didnʼt already know the answer, right?!), and what was Adam and Eveʼs 
response?

! Adam:
! Eve:

! When I was little, my house was near a set of railroad tracks.  My parents told me 
over and over to never go down there and play because itʼs dangerous.  One day my 
friends were headed to the railroad tracks to play and because I wanted to be accepted 
by them, I went along with them.  When I got back home, I could see the red hot faces 
of my parents as I walked in the front door.  They immediately started yelling at me for 
disobeying them and playing around the railroad tracks.  I was shocked!  How did they 
find out, I thought.  As they were yelling at me, my mind was going off in many different 
directions on how can I make this not my fault?  So, I blamed going down to the railroad 
tracks on my friends.  “You wanted me to have friends and play outside...thatʼs where 
my friends wanted to play outside today.” OR “That neighbor that saw me down there 
shouldnʼt have said anything.  Itʼs all their fault that I got in trouble.”  In your opinion, is 
this right thinking?  Whoʼs choice was it to go to the railroad tracks?  Ultimately, it was 
my choice.  I knew I was forbidden to go down there, yet went anyway.  Then I had to 
suffer the consequeces of my actions, which resulted in being restricted from playing 
with those friends for a month.  But, it was my responsibility, no one elseʼs.

! This is exactly whatʼs going on with Adam and Eve.  Adam blames Eve, Eve 
blames the serpent, yet whose choice was it to eat the fruit?  Their own!!!  Now they 
have to suffer the consequences of their actions.

! Now we get to see more characteristics of God.  God is all good and no evil can 
be around Him, therefore God is holy.  His creation has disobeyed Him.  What must 
happen?  If He is a loving God, then there has to be consequences for disobediece.  
How else will we learn what way is a rightous way?

! If you have been around children and they disobey their parents, what happens?  
When almonds, walnuts, raisins, and candy are set on the tablecloth for guests, and you 
leave a child by themselves alone in the room, what happens?  Now, you have told this 
child not to touch the table, for those things are for the guest.  When you return, you find 
the tablecloth a mess with almonds, walnuts, and raisins spilled all over the table and a 
bunch of candy wrappers with no candy in them!!!  What do you do?  Do you just say, 
“oh, itʼs ok?”  Or are there consequences for the childʼs actions?  After all, you did tell 
the child not to touch the table.  
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! So, this situation is similar, God told them not to eat of the tree and they did.  So, 
in order to be a fair and loving God, there has to be punishment/consequences for their 
actions.  So, in Genesis 3, we see that God is a just, loving, and holy God.  Since God 
is all these things He cannot let disobedience go unpunished.

! In Genesis 3:14-19 what does God do?  What are the consequences for each 
character involved?

! BUT, what else do we see God do in Genesis 3:21-24?  How did God provide for 
Adam and Eve in verse 21?

! God provided a cover for Adam and Eveʼs shame.  God did that Himself!  It was 
appropriate and sufficient.  God had mercy on them and provided!  God loves His 
creation!  Then, God kicked them out of the garden to work the ground, for that was the 
life they chose when they disobeyed.  Life was NEVER the same, but God still had big 
plans for His creation.  

! Before we move on, letʼs review the characteristics of God.  Who is God?

! Do you believe this is true about God?

! Are you like Adam and Eve?  In what ways are you like Adam and Eve?  Do you 
obey Godʼs Words 100% of the time?  Do you fear?  Do you blame others?  Do you 
ever feel shame?  

! If you answered truthfully to those questions, we all are needing a little help.

! The story is just beginning!  Letʼs see how the events of the first three chapters in  
Godʼs Word effected life.  Iʼm going to give you a little secret...things havenʼt changed 
much over the millenniums.
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Chapter Three:  A MAN WHO WAS RIGHTEOUS

The Father of Many Nations

! As time has passed, we can see that people havenʼt really changed much since 
the original creation and the fall.  Man is close to God, believes God for a while, forgets 
or gets distracted, lives life on his/her own (sin), then canʼt take it any more and, as a 
last resort, cries out to God.  In Godʼs love and mercy He saves them, but not without 
experiencing consequences for their actions.  This is a cycle that continues in life.  Letʼs 
look at another manʼs life, how he lived, what mistakes he made, and how God loved 
and showed mercy and grace, yet having to face the effects of his choices.  Letʼs take a 
look at the life of Abraham.

! Read Genesis 12:1-9

! What promise did God make to Abram (later his name is changed to Abraham)?

! What was Abramʼs response to God?

! We will do a little bit of skipping around, which is ok to do.  But, I would 
encourage you to read all the chapters at some time to get an even bigger and better 
story of who God is.  However, for the purposes of this study, we will move on to 
Genesis 15.

! Read Genesis 15.  What is Abram still waiting on?  How do you think he was 
feeling?  

! What does God say is Abramʼs greatest reward?  (Genesis 15:1)  What does 
God show that should be most important in Abramʼs life?  Whom should Abram lean on?

! Genesis 15:6 gives us an idea of Abramʼs faith.  What was Abramʼs attitude 
towards God?  And how did God see Abram?    

! Was being righteous because of anything Abram did?  What made Abram 
righteous?  

! God is showing us that the only way to become righteous is to believe Him, 
Himself.  This did not make Abram some superhero person, Abram still struggled.  Letʼs 
keep reading.

! After God reminded Abram of His promise, Abram was good to go, right?!  Abram 
never again forgot Godʼs promise as he continued to live his life, right?!  WRONG!!  
Read Genesis 16.
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! Compare Genesis 3 with 16, what are some similarities in how the people 
behaved like Adam and Eve?

1. Did all the persons involved have a choice?  

2. Do you see anyone blaming anyone?

! What was Godʼs response to Abram, his wife, and the maidservant?

! Genesis 16:7-14 talks about how God gently cared for Hagarʼs needs.  She was 
abused in every way, she wanted to give up, she had no hope, until the Creator God 
came and spoke gently to her.  It said that God SAW her and came to her.  What 
characteristic(s) of God do you see in this passage?

! You see, she wasnʼt from the same ethnic group as Abram.  She wasnʼt from the 
people of the promise.  She was an Egyptian!  Yet, God showed mercy and loved her.  
Based on this passage, according to God, does it matter which ethnic group you are in?  
Does God love one more ethnic group than another?

! What do you think?  Do you think God loves and cares for your ethnic group?  
Why?

! Now, although Abram now had a son, was he the son that was promised?  
Remember how Hagarʼs son came to be?  Was it done by Godʼs way or manʼs way?  

! So, Abram continued to live his life thinking that Hagarʼs son was enough.  Yet, 
he was NOT Godʼs promised child.  We see again in Genesis 17 that God reminded 
Abram of His promise from Genesis 12.  This is where God, Himself, changed Abramʼs 
name to Abraham.  Abraham means, “father of many nations.”  This was part of a new 
promise God was giving Abraham.

!
! Thirteen years later, we arrive at Genesis 21.  Read Genesis 21:1-7.  What 
happens?

! How did it happen?  Was it arranged by human hands, or by Godʼs?  How was it 
a miracle?  What might this tell you about doing things on our own?  Does it work?  
Remember what has happened in both Adam and Eveʼs history, as well as Abrahamʼs.  

! Read Genesis 22:1-19.  What did God tell Abraham to do?  What was Abrahamʼs 
response to God?  What did God do?

! God tested Abrahamʼs faith.  God wanted to see if Abraham would make the 
choice to be completely devoted to Him and obey His words.  Do you think it was hard 

9



for Abraham to do?  Abraham didnʼt know or understand what God was doing, but God 
had a bigger purpose for testing Abrahamʼs faith.  How is this test similar to that of 
Genesis 3?  Are the choices the same?  What are the choices?

! However, this time as Abraham, a righteous man, walked in faith with God, God 
provided a sacrifice in Abrahamʼs sonʼs place.  God knew that Abraham would not 
withhold ANYTHING from Him, and this pleased God.  
!
! So, who did the providing?  Who saved Abrahamʼs son from being sacrificed?  
!
! What have you learned from Abrahamʼs life?  What were you reminded about 
God from this story?  What did you learn about whatʼs important to God?
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Chapter Four:  A MAN WHO EXPERIENCED GOD

The Leader

! Letʼs look at another man, who was not so perfect, but loved by God, Moses.
What was the relationship between God and Moses?  Was Moses perfect?  How did 
God respond to Moses?  Weʼll search for these answers as we continue reading in 
Godʼs Word.

! Now, God told Abraham that he would be a father of many nations.  But, that 
wouldnʼt be until after generations of his own family line would be abused and slaves for 
a foreign nation.  This came true.  Abrahamʼs descendants found themselves in Egypt 
building up the Egyptian kingdom for a nasty king who didnʼt know God.  Then, after 
about 400 years, a baby is born.  One who will change history for Abrahamʼs 
descendants.

! Read Exodus 2:1-10.  Who was Moses?  What ethnicity was he?  What culture 
did he grow up in?

! In Exodus 2:11-12 what did Moses do?  Do you think this was right for Moses to 
do?  Do you think Moses knew who the Creator God was?  Remember how he grew up.  

! So, how did Moses respond to this evil act he committed?  Exodus 2:13-15.  Did 
he have consequences for his actions?

! As Moses fled to another place, Abrahamʼs descendants are still groaning and 
crying out to God in their sufferings and grief.  God continues to hear them, for He is a 
God of mercy.  How does God provide for them?  Letʼs keep reading.

! Read Exodus 3.  How does Moses experience God Himself?  Iʼm sure he had 
heard about the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, yet he didnʼt truly know Him on an 
experiencial level.  What did God choose for Moses to do?  What was Mosesʼ 
response?  

! Exodus 3:14-15 tells who God says He is.  What does He say?  What do you 
think that means?
!
! So, through this passage, does God show the same character as in the previous 
passages?  Does God show that He is Creator?  He is good?  He is loving?  Wants to 
be in relationship with others?  In what ways does God show these things?
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! Letʼs move on.  Read Exodus 5:22-6:8.  As God and Moses have a conversation, 
who is it that says he will do the deliverance/saving?   Man or God?  

! Then something in the plan seems to not be working.  As Moses talks to Pharoah 
about freeing Abrahamʼs descendants, Pharoah does not allow it to happen.  Nine times 
Moses has told Pharoah to let them go, yet Pharoah refuses.  Letʼs look and see what 
happens in the end.

! Read Exodus 11-12:30.  Explain the situation and what happened.

! How did God save those who chose to follow His words?

! Now we see a third sacrifice that God used in order to set people free.  Again, we 
see how God, Himself, saved and people had the choice  to trust Godʼs Word or not.  If 
not, there are severe consequences.

! How do we see the character of God here?  Was God loving? Was God merciful?  
Was God just?  Was God holy?  Did God want relationship with people?  How did you 
see these things in this passage?

! As we have seen in these three points in history, who saved the people?  Who 
provided a sacrifice for the people?  Was it man or God, Himself?  Letʼs review!

! 1.  Adam and Eve:  How did God cover their shame? 
! 2.  Abraham and his son:  How did God provide for them? 
! 3.  Abrahamʼs descendants:  How did God save them?

! From this point on, people began making sacrifices in order to be saved.  But, 
were people COMPLETELY saved from their sin by doing these sacrifices?  Did people 
get to have a direct relationship with God through these sacrifices?  Do you think that 
was how God wanted, to continue to be without relationship with His creation?

! So, here comes the question this entire study is about:  So, how did God, 
Himself, who is loving, merciful, just, holy, Creator, Spirit...provide a way for people to 
become COMPLETELY saved by choosing to obey Him so they could have 
relationship with Him?  Thatʼs whatʼs coming up next!

!
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Chapter Five:  GODʼS PREPARING TO DO SOMETHING BIG 

! After Abrahamʼs descendants left Egypt, life was not easy for them.  In fact, life 
was so hard they wanted to go back into slavery!  Can you imagine, wanting to go back 
into slavery after being freed?!  Yes, God came through on His promise to lead them to 
their own land.  Yes, God was always with them.  But, as human beings living in a world 
that is not perfect, the people messed up.  A LOT!  They would do things on their own 
without listening to God, find out those plans were not the best, cry out to God, ask for 
forgiveness, listen and do things Godʼs way for a while, then forget and start the cycle 
all over again.  Something better had to come along!

! Several hundred years later, something/someone better came along.  Letʼs take 
a look at who God, Himself, sent to do the most impossible thing-COMPLETELY save 
us and bring us back into relationship with Him.

Preparation

! Read Luke 1-2:40.  What did the angel say John was going to do in verses 
1:16-17?

! God was preparing the hearts of His people to hear and believe the One whom 
He was sending.  Think back over your life.  How has God prepared you to be able to 
hear and believe in the One He sent?  Who has God put into your life to tell you the 
Truth?  How has God shown you who He is so that you would be able to know the One 
He sent?

! The next question is:  Who was the One God sent?  God had many prophets, 
who warned people what would happen if they did not obey Godʼs word.  But, who is the 
One He sent that would COMPLETELY save and bring human beings into relationship 
with Him again, just like with Adam and Eve before they disobeyed?  Letʼs keep reading.

! Read Luke 1:26-38 and Matthew 1:18-25.  Who does God, Himself, say He will 
send?  What is his name?  What does His name mean?

! Read Luke 1:34-35 again.  Who is Mary?  What kind of girl was she?

! How did she become pregnant?  Is this truth different from what you have heard?  
How would you explain how Mary became pregnant?

! God chose Mary because she was a virgin so that by Godʼs Holy Spirit Mary 
would have a child.  Again, we see the Spirit of God here.  Where else did we see Godʼs 
Spirit?  Remember that the Spirit was in the beginning, hovering over the waters?  We 
also said that the Spirit and God are ONE.  So, now, by that same Spirit (God), is 
creating a human being, yet who is also ONE with the Spirit (God).  So, who is the One 
inside Mary?
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! Luke 1:37 says that nothing is impossible with God.  Do you believe this to be 
true?  If NOTHING is impossible, then why couldnʼt the God who created the universe 
and every thing in it, not create a body in which God, Himself, will live in human form on 
Earth?  Matthew 1:23 says that the baby will be called “Immanuel,” which means God 
with us.  NOTHING is impossible with God!

! Now we are finally getting to the question that started this whole discovery.  Who 
is Jesus?  We are going to look at Jesusʼs life and see who He really is.  Was He liked 
by everyone?  Why or why not?  What did He do for human beings that was so 
important?  How could He do those things?  Then, ultimately, why did Jesus have to 
die?  The remainder of this study we will look into the report of Mark.  This book is 
always moving forward to the purpose of why Jesus was sent to Earth in the first place.  
Letʼs get started.

!
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Chapter Six:  THE ANSWER!
!
The Savior

! Read the whole account of Mark.  As you read, write down all questions you may 
have, things that you may not understand (itʼs ok), and things you like.  As you continue 
to read, maybe those questions will be answered.  May you continue to seek God, 
Himself, and I guarentee you, He WILL ANSWER.

! Read Mark 1.  What kinds of things do you see Jesus doing?  What or who 
does Jesus have control over?

! Read Mark 2-3:6.  What kinds of things do you see Jesus doing?  Do you see 
any enemies of Jesus?  Who are Jesusʼ enemies and why do they not like Him?

! Read Mark 3:7-35.  Although many people did not like Jesus, did that stop 
others from coming to Him?  What did Jesus do for others?

! In verses 20-30, who is Jesus accused of being in this passage?  

! How is that accusation proved to be false?  What was Jesusʼ answer?
!
! A while ago I was talking with a young man who has grown up understanding the 
Islamic faith.  Although he doesnʼt really live out his faith, he would still say that he is 
Muslim because it was what he was born into.  During his college years he met 
someone who shared Godʼs Word with him.  He read Godʼs Word and he believes it to 
be true.  However, he has also read the Quran, which he says he also believes is true.  
So, I asked him a few questions.
! “Do the Quran and Godʼs Word say the same thing?”  
! He replied, “Oh, they are similar, but they donʼt say the exact same thing.”
! Again, another question, “So, if God is ONE and nothing can divide Him, wouldnʼt 
God say the same things in both books, if both books were true?”  

! Therefore, if God is ONE, but the Quran and Godʼs Word do not say the same 
thing, one has to be false.  For there can only be ONE Truth.  If Jesus is accused of 
being a demon, and drives out demons, He, Himself, if divided.  Therefore, His kingdom 
will be ruined because it is already divided.  

! So, hereʼs a question:  So, which one do you believe to be true and why?  Has it 
been because someone told you to believe itʼs true?  Has it been what you alone have 
studied and heard from God, Himself what is true?  Who do you think will give you the 
Truth, God or people?  Sometimes people will, but God ALWAYS will.  May you seek 
God in discovering which book is truly Godʼs Word.  
!
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! Letʼs continue to look at the life of Jesus and who He is and His character.

! Read Mark 4.  What are the four different situations in the story of Mark 
4:1-20?

! What do each of the situations mean?

! Which situation best describes you right now?

! The remaining of Mark 4 tells of something amazing!  What do you see that 
Jesus can control in Mark 4:35-41?  Who is the One Person who can control 
weather?  

What were Jesusʼ disciplesʼ reactions to what happened?  Did they truly understand?

! Read Mark 5.  What things did Jesus do in this chapter?  What other things do 
you see that is under Jesusʼ control?

! In Mark 5:7 Who else knows the truth of who Jesus really is?

! Mark 5:18-20 shows one more interaction with Jesus and the demon possessed 
man.  Through this manʼs story, many people became aware of Truth.  Many people 
became aware of Godʼs love and mercy.  

! Think back in your life.  How has God used other peopleʼs stories to bring you to 
Truth?  How have other peopleʼs stories brought you closer to God and have the desire 
of relationship with Him?  Has this ever happened in your life?  

! What two events happened in Mark 5:21-43?
!
! Letʼs look more closely at the woman with the incurable disease.  She was 
desparate for healing.  She had been sick for 12 years!  Can you imagine being sick for 
12 years and not knowing what is wrong with you?!  She wanted to simply feel better, be 
able to be back in society again.  Because of this illness, she was thought of in society 
as unclean.  It had probably been over 12 years before she went to a tea with her 
friends.  Maybe they werenʼt even her friends anymore because she had been seen as 
unclean for so long?!  She must of heard about all the things Jesus was doing.  
However, it was more than just the wanting to be healed physically.  There was 
something inside her that made her believe Jesus was the ONLY WAY for her to 
become healed.  She already tried so many other doctors, this was the last option.  But, 
more than wanting to be healed physically, she had faith in her heart.  It was through 
faith that caused her to act on what she believed, she touched Jesus.  Through the 
touch of his coat, power left Jesus, and strengthened the woman.  It was a miracle!
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! Is there anything in your life that needs to be healed?  It can be physical, 
emotional, need to have better relationships with people, etc...?  What needs healing in 
your life?  How have you tried to heal on your own?  What have you turned to?  Has it 
worked?

! When I was in high school, my best friend at the time hurt me terribly.  I was 
dating a guy whom I really liked, and things seemed to be going well until one day he 
decided he wanted to break up with me.  I was crushed!  But, what hurt me even more 
was when two weeks later I found out he started dating my best friend!  I felt so 
betrayed, very angry, and I HATED her.  A couple months later I moved away from them 
with continued hatred in my heart.  One day, as I was talking with God about this, I 
heard a small voice say, “You need to forgive her.”  However, I would just press it down, 
not deal with it in my heart, until I was so upset I couldnʼt sleep.  One day I decided I 
would write her a letter and apologize for all the wrong things I said and done (I wasnʼt 
perfect, either, in this situation), and asked for her forgiveness.  Once I sent that letter 
through the mail (before e-mail), I had great peace and freedom in my heart!  I knew 
that since I dealt with this before God, He healed my heart in this area of hate.  Although 
I never received a response from her, I did see her two years after I wrote the letter, and 
it was a very nice time.  Things had changed in our relationship and we were no longer 
close, but I had peace and freedom in my heart.  It was worth dealing with that hurt.

! Would you consider reaching out to Jesus to see how He may heal you?  Many 
times when it comes to hurts in our life we want to hide them deep down inside us 
because itʼs so painful to think about it.  You can experience freedom, just like the 
woman in this story.  But, the hurt has to be acknowledged by you first, then take it to 
Jesus, and a miracle will happen.  Freedom will come!

! Letʼs move on to the little girl!  Yet, another miracle!  In verses 37-43, what did 
the little girlʼs parents and the few disciples see happen?  
!
! Who has control over life and death?  What might this say about who Jesus is?  
Does Jesus have control over life and death?  Weʼll look more on this later.  Keep going!

! What was Jesusʼ response when He was told the daughter had died?  Did He 
care what other people said or thought?

! What about you?  Do you care what others say and think about you?  Why is 
what others think and say important to you?

! Jesus went a step further and said the girl is not dead, but only asleep.  How did 
the crowd respond?  Did Jesus still do a miracle?  Did Jesus let society control His 
actions?  Why did society not have control over Him?  Who is He?
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! Whoʼs opinion is most important to you?  Society?  Family? Godʼs?  When we 
see how much God loves us, cares for us, and heals us, it doesnʼt matter what others 
think about us or our lives because God already thinks so highly of us.  Godʼs thoughts 
of you are so amazing, other peopleʼs thoughts donʼt really matter so much.

! In Mark 6:1-6, once again we see that Jesus was not liked by everyone.  Who, 
in this passage, was against Jesus?  What was the result (verse 5)?

! As we continue reading Mark 6:30-44, what miracle do you see Jesus doing?  

! Here we see a way how Jesus provides for people.  He had compassion on the 
people who came to hear Him speak, and Jesus greatly provided for them all.  Who do 
you believe provides for us all?

! Mark 6 is full of amazing things Jesus did!  Mark 6:45-56, what things did Jesus 
do in this passage?

! Do you know anyone who can do what Jesus did in Mark 6:45-56?  Why do you 
think Jesus was able to do this?

! In verse 52, what does it say about the disciples?  Did the disciples, the people 
closest to Jesus, understand everything that was happening?  Was that ok with Jesus?  
Did Jesus leave the disciples because they didnʼt understand?  What did He continue to 
do?  What might this say about Jesusʼ character?  Who else have we read about that 
has the same loving character?

! Mark 7 reaches down to the depths of the heart.  This chapter shows us what is 
most important to God, what He looks at, and what He wants from us!  Letʼs take a 
closer look.

! Read Mark 7:1-23.  What was important to the Pharisees and teachers of the 
law?  What was unclean, in their opinion?

! Did the Pharisees and the teachers of the law want to do what was right before 
God or society?  Which do you think is more important and why?

! What was the question to Jesus in Mark 7:5?

! How would you summarize Jesusʼ response?

! What did Jesus call the Pharisees and teachers of the law in verse 6?  Why did 
Jesus call them this?

! Jesus finally answers their question in verse 15, what did He say?
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! Letʼs take this a little further!  What makes a person unclean?  Is it on the outside 
or inside?  Where do our actions originate from?  So, if our inside is not clean, neither 
will our actions.  There is a Central Asian saying that says, “A heart with poison, the 
hand has poison too.”  This means that if in the heart there is evil or bad things, then the 
hand will do evil things.  I think this saying has much truth in it!

! In college I was told this illustration that helped me understand a little more about 
what is unclean (sin).  One day a man was making his delicious stew.  He had so many 
great things that he added to the broth:  carrots, onions, celery, potatoes, meat, and 
salt.  It was an amazing soup.  On that day, a man walked by who was very sick.  Once 
he smelled the aroma of the soup, he became sick and threw up right next to the stew 
pot.  Thankfully, most of his vomit landed on the floor next to the pot, BUT just a little 
piece actually made itʼs way INTO the stew pot.  So, hereʼs the question:  would you eat 
this stew with a little bit of a manʼs vomit in it?

! Ok, now, what if the man put in more good things like more carrots, onions, 
celery, potatoes, meat, and salt, would you eat the stew then?  May I remind you that 
the manʼs vomit is still IN the stew.  Would you eat it?

! I would hope not!!!  Thatʼs just plain disgusting!!  However, I hope it helps make 
this point clear.  Even when we do good things on the outside, if there is any tiny bit of 
sin, wrong, in the inside, it is still disgusting in Godʼs eyes.  There is another Central 
Asian saying that says, “One piece of manure, the whole pot of food is ruined.”  This 
illustration shows this point exactly.

! Then comes another question:  Whoʼs standard should we live against?  
Societyʼs or Godʼs?  Society makes up itʼs own standard, which is still not perfect.  
Godʼs standard is perfect for, remember, He is holy and pure Himself.  So, whoʼs 
standard should we want to live by?  

! “Donʼt look to peopleʼs skin, but look at the inside.”  This Central Asian proverb 
talks about what is most important.  Although, this proverb is talking about people 
judging other people, this is a good saying that helps show what is most important, even 
if we are not to be the judges ourselves, but only God is to be that judge.  His standard, 
holy and perfect standard, is how we are to live.  But, how are we able to do that?

! Jesus is using this passage as an illustration to what is most important.  Jesus 
cares about the heart more than anything.  So, if God cares about the human heart so 
much, wouldnʼt He provide a way for it to become clean?  We have seen God as a 
provider, right?  So, how will He provide a way for us to be COMPLETELY clean?  How 
can we be COMPLETELY clean?  In order to be clean, does it matter what we do on the 
outside?
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! Right now, stop for a while and talk to God.  If you have questions or if thereʼs 
something you donʼt understand, ask God to show you.  God will help you find the 
answers!  Read this passage again if you think it will help.  Allow God to speak to you.

! Now, for the remainder of Mark 7.  Read Mark 7:24-30 again.  This is a great 
story to show that Jesus not only came and loved His own people, but He also cared for 
other ethnic groups.  This story is about a woman who was not part of Godʼs people.  
Jesus still had compassion and love.  What did Jesus do for her?

! Who is the only One who has control over demons?  Yes, God, Himself.  So, 
again we see that Jesus doesnʼt limit Himself to one particular group of people.  He 
loves and cares for all!

! Knowing this Truth, what does that make you think of Jesus and Godʼs love?

! In Mark 7:31-37, what do we see Jesus doing again?  What are the peopleʼs 
reactions?  

Iʼm amazed that after all Jesus has done, people are still amazed/surprised at what He 
does and who He is.  How about you?  Does reading this kind of story again surprises 
you?  What about Jesus surprises you?

! Read Mark 8:1-10.  What event do we see again?  Has this happened before?  
What was the result before?  What happened this time?

! What emotion do we see Jesus has for these people?  Mark 8:2

! How did His disciples react?  Did they truly understand the previous events?  
What might this tell you about the disciples?

!  How did Jesus respond?  Did He respond with anger or love?  How did He show 
it?

! Are there any ways you have seen God give you compassion?  What where the 
situations?

! In Mark 8:11-13 we see Jesusʼ enemies once again.  What did Jesusʼ enemies 
ask for?  Why do you think Jesus did not give into their test?  Remember, what does 
Jesus see that others cannot?

! Mark 8:14-21 gives a warning.  What was the warning Jesus gave His disciples?  
Why did Jesus give the warning to them?  Again, what is Jesus most interested in, 
outside or inside?
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! In Mark 8:17, what questions did Jesus ask His disciples?  Why do you think 
Jesus asked these questions?

! Jesus helps the disciples remember who He is and what He has done.  How 
easily we forget!  He is the provider and the One who does miracles.  Many times 
lessons go unlearned.  But, Jesus continues to love the disciples, even when they donʼt 
understand.

! Think back over what we have studied this far.  Who do you remember Jesus is?  
What is His character?  Is He someone you would like to follow?  Why?

! We see another, but same, miracle that Jesus performs in Mark 8:22-25.  What 
miracle do we see again?

! In verse 23 where does Jesus go with the blind man?  Why do you think Jesus 
did this?

! Do you think earthly fame or self-recognition is important to Jesus?  Have you 
seen Him wanting to become famous in the eyes of man in anything He has done?  
Why is being famous not a priority to Him?
!
! Whatʼs important?  Yes, peopleʼs hearts.  He cares about relationship with 
people, not just what He does for them.  Do you remember in other places you have 
read where relationship is important to God?  

! Good news!  God hasnʼt changed, relationship is still important!

! Mark 8:25 is also an important verse.  Jesus not only heals and restores partially, 
but wholly!  He desires for us to be COMPLETELY restored, to see Truth clearly.  Who 
was the one person who could COMPLETELY restore this manʼs sight?  Only God, 
Himself can COMPLETELY restore anything.  For God is perfect and holy, unlike human 
beings.

! In Mark 8:27-30 Jesus and Peter have a very short, but important conversation.  
What does Jesus ask Peter?  What was Peterʼs response to Jesusʼ question?

! Do you remember what the angel told Joseph and Mary when he announced 
Jesusʼ birth?  He told them to name the baby Jesus because He would save people 
from their sins.  Only God can forgive sins!  Only an Anointed One, a Savior could save 
people from their sins.  Only an Anointed One could provide humans with the answer to 
the biggest problem--sin.  Peter, although very human, knew exactly who Jesus was.  It 
wasnʼt by his own human wisdom that he knew.  God helped him realize the true identity  
of Jesus.  We will see this again later.

! What a great example of God showing answers!  At that time, the people were 
looking for a Savior and God showed them Jesus was that Savior.  The Savior looked 
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very different than expected, but God showed them.  They were seeking and God 
answered!  
! Again, in verse 30, what does Jesus tell Peter?  Why do you think that was? 

! Mark 8:31-33 tells us about a prediction Jesus made about His life.  What was 
Jesusʼ prediction?  Who did Jesus say would do these things to Him?

! But, what did He say would happen after three days?

! What was Peterʼs reaction?  

! Remember this is right after Peter tells Jesus who He is with great confidence.  
Yet, Peter is still human and understands things by a human perspective.  Jesus has a 
different perspective--an eternal perspective, one that lines up with God, Himself.

! Mark 8:34-9:1 is a great passage describing what it means to follow Jesus.  
Remember I asked you if Jesus was someone you thought you could follow?  What was 
your answer?  This passage helps us know that following Jesus will not always be easy, 
but it will be good.  What do you think Jesus is saying here?

! What do you think it means to “deny self?”  How have you seen Jesus denying 
self so far?  (Remember those times He could have been famous?)

! What does it mean to “take up his cross?”  If the answer is hard to answer, thatʼs 
ok.  Come back to it later.  We will see how Jesus took up His cross for us a little later.

! What do you think Jesus means when He says, “follow Me?”  What does Jesus 
want from His disciples and us? 

! In Mark 8:36-37 Jesus asks two good questions.  What is Jesus wanting?

! Finally, in Mark 8:38 all comes together.  What warning does Jesus give here?

! We have finally made it to Mark 9!  Letʼs take a look at Mark 9:2-13.  What is the 
scene in this passage?

! What are Peter, James, and John able to see?  What do they hear?  Who did the 
voice come from?

! Once again, in verse 10 the disciples had no idea what Jesus was saying, even 
though Jesus just told them about His coming death.  They still did not understand.  But, 
that was ok because Jesus was still loving, compassionate, and patient.

! Has there ever been a time that you wanted to give up on someone because 
they simply didnʼt understand something?  How did you treat that person?
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! I have been in a few relationships where I have had to do a lot of pursuing in the 
relationship.  Many times I would think, “If they want to talk to me, they can call me.”  
But, if I always waited for them to call me, I donʼt think we would be friends today.  
Relationships take work, donʼt they?!  Also, relationships can hurt.  If I quit a relationship  
that once hurt me or had a misunderstanding about something, I donʼt think I would 
have any friends right now.  I have had times where I have thought, “Oh, forget it, I donʼt 
need to be that personʼs friend.”  Then Iʼm reminded about how Jesus loved His closest 
friends, even when they didnʼt understand what He was saying or teaching them.  He 
continued to pursue them in love and patience.  It might have been hard (as we will see 
next), but for our sakes, Iʼm glad Jesus continued to pursue and teach these disciples 
so through them, the whole world would know the real Jesus.

! Mark 9:14-32 is another account of a healing.  As Peter, James, and John were 
with Jesus on the mountain, the other nine disciples were arguing with a crowd.  What 
where the disciples arguing about?

! Why was Jesus upset with His disciples in verse 19?

! What did Jesus do that His disciples could not do?

! Why do you think the disciples couldnʼt drive out the demon?  Who has the 
power to do so?

! Read Mark 10.  In Mark 10:13-16 Jesus gets upset again with His disciples.  
What was the situation?  Did His disciples have compassion on the children?

! According to Jesus, in what way are we to be like little children?

! When I was young there was a lot that I had no control over!  My parents ruled 
everything about me.  Not stictly, but I had to trust them when I had no idea what was 
going to happen.  When I was nine years old my dad decided he wanted to move the 
family.  He was shaking up my whole life.  And the worst part was, my older brother 
wouldnʼt be coming with us.  By this time, my brother was already an adult and could 
live on his own if he chose to do so.  During this move, I had no say in the decision 
making.  I had to go.  I had to choose to trust that my dad knew what he was doing and 
he would take care of me.  Truthfully, things did not so very smoothly, but because we 
were together, I was ok.  I had faith that it would turn out ok because my father was 
working on it.  

! This is exactly what Jesus is talking about in this passage.  A child trusts his/her 
father to take care of him/her.  A child doesnʼt think about all the possible ways that can 
go wrong or how bad circumstances can get, but simply trusts in those whom he/she is 
following.  That is how we are to be with God.  Simply trust Him because of who He is.  
This study helps to understand who God/Jesus is so that following Him would be a good 
option to choose in a messed up world. 
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! Mark 10:17-31 is a great example of what it means to follow Jesus.  What did the 
rich young man want?

! How did Jesus respond?!

! After Jesus received the answer from this young man that he was good on the 
outside, for he did all those things, Jesus challenged his heart and the possessions he 
had, which was a lot!  The man was rich!  So, what was the rich manʼs response to what 
Jesus told him to do?

! Jesus told him to give up things in this earth for serving others, then ultimately he 
would have eternal treasures.

! What about you?  Are you willing to give up your things, your tasks to follow 
Jesus and love and serve others for an end reward of having great rewards in Heaven 
for eternity?  What will you give up?  Is it worth it?

! Then in verse 26 the disciples ask a good question, what was that question?  
What was Jesusʼ answer?

! Who is the ONLY one who can save?
!
! What is the cost?

! What is the reward?  What will come alongside the reward?  Will it always be 
easy?

! Is the reward worth it all?

! Mark 10:35-46 comes after Jesus predicts His death a third time, then what 
ridculous request did James and John ask Jesus?

! What were James and John probably wanting?  Where they thinking of things of 
man or things of God?

! What was Jesusʼ answer to the whole group in verses 42-45?

! How is Jesus different from other rulers?  Was earthly fame important to Him?  In 
what other ways have you seen that earthly fame is not important to Jesus?

! What does a good leader do, according to this passage?

! How has Jesus been an example of a servant?  He will show us more of a 
servant leader later.
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! So, who do you follow?  Do you follow someone who demands to be respected 
by following his own, man-made rules?  Or do you follow someone who is kind, 
compassionate, a servant, and through knowing his character you can give him 
respect?  Which type of person would you like to follow and be an example of?

! In Mark 10:46-52, what did Jesus do again?

! In verse 52, Jesus said that this manʼs faith has healed him.  Another way to say 
this is that his faith had saved him.  It was nothing the man did, but because he had 
faith, Jesus healed him.  Do you believe that you can be saved by faith alone?

! Go to another book in Godʼs Word, Ephesians.  What does Ephesians 2:8-9 say?  
What is the ONLY WAY we can be saved from our sin?  Why?

! There are no amount of good works that can wash away our sin.  Only faith.  
Remember the story of the guy who threw up near the pot of stew?  Remember some 
vomit fell into the pot.  I asked, would you eat it?  Even if more good things were added 
to the pot, would you still eat it?  Probably not because the little bit of vomit is STILL in 
the stew.  This is an example of how doing good things does not save us, we still have 
sin in our hearts.  Doing good things can never COMPLETELY save us!  Weʼll see later 
of why faith is so important and who we put our faith in.  
!
! We have now come to Mark 11, which is the beginning of the reason why Jesus 
came in the first place.  Letʼs read Mark 11:1-11.

! How did Jesus enter the city of Jerusalem?  What does this say about Jesusʼ 
character?

! Mark 11:12-19 is an interesting encounter with Jesus in the Holy Temple.  This is 
a special place of worship that was to be known by ALL nations.  What was happening 
in the Temple?  Who were doing these things?  Why do you think they were doing these 
things?

! Letʼs take a closer look at Mark 11:18.  Once again, the priests and teachers of 
the law wanted to kill Jesus because they were scared of Him.  Why do you think the 
priests and teachers of the law were scared of Jesus?

! What about you?  If you fear something do you take time to understand that thing 
or person, or do you try to make it go away as quickly as possible?  Is there an example 
in your life where you feared something and you didnʼt want to face it?
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! Mark 12:1-12 has a great story that helps us understand the things of God.  
Read this story and letʼs see how we can understand Godʼs kingdom.

! What do you understand from this story?  What does it mean?
!
! Letʼs take a closer look at all the characters.  Letʼs break it down.
!
! Who is the man who planted a vineyard?

! Who are the renters/farmers/tenants?

! Who are the servants?

! Last of all, who is His Son?

!
! What does it say in verse 6? After the Son there is no one left to come because 
the Son will COMPLETE the reason for His needing to come.  Weʼll look more on this 
later.  
!
! In Mark 12:28-34, Jesus has a conversation with a teacher of the law.  What 
does Jesus say about God?

! What two commandments does Jesus give?

! Did the teacher of the law agree with Jesus?  

! This is an amazing example that not all of the teachers of the law were against 
Jesus.  This man was also searching for truth.  This teacher had a humble heart and 
knew more about the Truth of the Kingdom of God that any of the other priests or 
teachers of the law.  He knew that love towards God and others was much more 
imporant than just doing things that might look good, like burnt offerings and sacrifices.  
This man saw that relationship was most important.

! What does God look at?  What is more important than just doing things for God?

! Mark 13 is a complicated chapter, but there are a few questions to ask 
ourselves as we read this chapter.

! Read Mark 13:5-6 and 21-22.  Jesus says there will be false prophets.  Anyone 
who teaches something opposite of Godʼs Word, he/she is a false prophet.  It is not only 
those who say opposite things, but also those who say what might appear to be similar, 
yet not the same.  If Godʼs Word is changed in any way, if His Truth is manipulated in 
any way, it is false.  
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! So, think about what you believe compared to what God has been saying.  Do 
you see any differences?  If there is even one difference, it is false.  What do you think 
about this?

! Mark 13:26-27 talks about the One who will return to earth.  Jesus says the “Son 
of Man” will come on the clouds.  Who is the Son of Man?

! Who will He gather?

! Those He gathers must believe in the One who is coming back.  Not only believe, 
but follow and have relationship with the One returning, who is God Himself.  Therefore, 
we must be ready, for we never know when Jesus will come back.

! Are you ready?

! Do you have peace with God?

! Do you know for sure that you would be gathered up with Jesus in the end?

! Is there a way to be sure?  Is there a guarentee?  Jesus has told us all along how 
to be sure...Believe in Him and follow Him.  We are getting close the question, why 
Jesus?!

! Letʼs take a look at Mark 14.  Read Mark 14:12-26.  During this last dinner that 
Jesus had with His disciples, what kinds of things did He do?  What did He say?

! Jesus ate with His disciples, but did something special to remind them of Who He 
is.  He broke the bread, just like you would break or tear nan, which symbolizes Jesusʼ 
body.  His willing body to die in the place of sinnful man.  Someone had to die for Godʼs 
punishment to be given.  Remember the ram that was provided in place of Abrahamʼs 
son?  Remember the blood of the lamb that was wipped over the doorposts and saved 
Godʼs people who chose to obey His Word?  Blood had to be spilled in order for the 
punishment to be erased.  Next, Jesus gave the drink, which represents His blood that 
would spill for the washing away of sins.  This drink represents the blood that will soon 
be shed for ALL mankind.

! In verses 27-31, what does Jesus tell Peter?  How did Peter respond?

! In Mark 14:32-65 we see an intense moment in the garden.  How was Jesus 
feeling in the garden?

! Do you believe that Jesus can feel your pain and sorrow too?  He was facing 
pain and death, Himself.  Did he want to die this way?  But, was He willing?  He knew 
the reason and purpose for His death, so yes, He obeyed what God told Him.  Jesus 
trusted His Father.
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! Who wanted to kill Jesus?  Why did they want Him gone?
!
! How did Jesus answer the question, “Are you the Christ?”

! Go back and read Exodus 3:13-14.  What name does God tell Moses to tell the 
people?  Who was sending Moses?

! Look back at Jesusʼ answer.  Are these answers the same?  So, who is Jesus?  
He is who He says He is!!!  
!
! Then in Mark 14:66-72, the prediction of what Jesus said would happen to Peter 
became reality.  What did Peter do?  Was Peter perfect?

! How did Peter respond to his own actions?

! How about you?  Is there something so bad youʼve done in your life that you 
think there is no saving or healing?  Weʼll come back to Peter later and see how Jesus 
responded to Peter.  You may be surprised!!!

! Mark 15 is the next to the last chapter in the book of Mark.  Finally we are getting 
to the answer to the question that began this study, why is Jesus so important?  Why 
should we believe in Him?  Letʼs look carefully into the last two chapters!

! Read all of Mark 15.  

! Now lets look at a few things more closely.  Mark 15:21-32 is a description of how 
Jesus died.  I have heard it said that Godʼs Word has been changed.  Whenever I come 
across somone who says this, I almost always ask them, “Who changed it?”  Iʼm always 
surprised by the answers I receive.  One person actually told me that Jesusʼ enemies, 
the priests, are the ones that changed Godʼs Words.  The more I think about that 
answer, the more I can confidently say that it is false.  Jesusʼ enemies didnʼt believe that 
He was the Anointed One who came to save Godʼs people.  Therefore, why would it be 
written that Jesus IS the Anointed One and came to save people from their sins?  Why 
would it be written that Jesus is the Son of the Most High God?  If Jesusʼ enemies 
changed Godʼs Word, why does it still say exactly who Jesus is, Godʼs Son?  The fact 
is, as you have read through this Book of Godʼs Word, what do you see?  Do you see a 
book that has contradictions?  Do you see a book that lies about God in order for man 
to be exalted?

! I hope that as you have been reading you have seen a God that is so full of love 
and mercy that He came down to be with you, to die for you so that you could have 
relationship with God, Himself!  Letʼs continue, weʼre not done yet.
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! Mark 15:33-47 talks about the death of Jesus.  Letʼs see what happens.  In this 
passage, Jesus is now on the cross and is dying.  It was in the middle of the day, and 
what happened to the land?
! What did Jesus cry out?

! God has literally turned His back on Jesus.  Why?  Jesus is supposed to be 
Godʼs beloved Son, why did God leave Him?  Letʼs look at another eye witness account 
of Jesusʼ death.

! Read from the Book of John 19:28-30.  What did Jesus say in these verses?
!
! Verse 28 says that Jesus knew all that He had came to earth for was 
COMPLETED.  He had done what the angel told His earthly father, Joseph, and Mary, 
what He would do, save His people from their sins.  Remember this from the beginning 
of Mark?  Jesus was dying.  Godʼs wrath and anger (darkness) poured out over Jesus, 
IN OUR PLACE! 

! Finally, in John 19:30, the last cry of Jesus, “IT IS FINISHED!”  The job Jesus 
came to do was COMPLETED.  He came to die for mankind so that we (human beings) 
might be near to God!  Someone had to do it!  Someoneʼs blood had to save us!  
Someone had to restore our relationship with God!  The only One who could 
COMPLETELY save us is God, Himself.  So God sent Jesus for this task, to save us!!

! Letʼs go back to Mark 15, weʼre not done yet!  More good news is coming!  

! Mark 15:38-39 is very important.  In the Temple there was a curtain that 
separated the Most Holy Place, where Godʼs Presence was said to be and God would 
meet with priests on behalf of the people, from the place where “common” people could 
meet.  After Jesus cried out, “It is finished,” the curtain tore from top to bottom.  By 
itself!!  There is now no barrier for people to enter into the Presence of God!  Now, 
through the death of Jesus, every man, woman, and child who believes in Him can have 
free access to the Creator of the Universe!  The curtain is gone!  We may now enter into 
the Most Holy Place because Jesus died, His blood made us clean, therefore making it 
able for us to have relationship directly with God!  We can now have relationship like 
Adam and Eve had in the beginning!  God, through Jesus, restored everything.

! But, the story doesnʼt end there!  Yes, now we have a chance for our sins to be 
washed away, but what about eternal life?  Remember the conversation between Jesus 
and the rich young man in Mark 10?  This man asked about how to have eternal life.  
How can one have eternal life?  What would you say to this answer?

! Mark 16, for me, is the beginning of the beginning.  This is where life really 
begins and never ends!  What did Jesus predict would happen to Him after He was 
killed?
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! Read Mark 16.  What were the two Marys worried about?  How was this soon 
NOT a problem?

! What did the angel tell them?

! What was their reaction?

! While they were fleeing the tomb, who did they see?

! After this, where they quiet anymore?!

! They had seen Jesus, risen from the dead!  They could not keep this secret, this 
was good news that needed to be shared! 

! Jesus now had the victory over death!  Jesus died for our sins, but when He was 
raised back to life, He showed the world that He has power over death and gives eternal 
life.  Who is the Only One who has power over death?!!!

! After Jesus raised from the dead, He had an intimate time with Peter.  
Remember how Peter had messed up by denying Jesus?  Take a look, again, at the 
Book of John 21:15-19.  What did Jesus ask Peter?  What was Peterʼs response?

! Peter was not a perfect man, even from this point, but Peterʼs heart was set on 
following Jesus where ever it would lead him.  Peter did not always get it right, but he 
had an amazing relationship with God, who changed him from the inside out!
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Chapter Seven:  SO, ITʼS YOUR CHOICE!

The End?

! So, who is Jesus?  As you have studied about Him, who do YOU say He is?  
Based on Godʼs Word alone, who do YOU say He is?  Itʼs your choice.

! Is Jesus someone you would want to follow?  Is Jesus someone you would want 
to believe in?  Is Jesus someone you would want to give your own life for to experience 
God and have eternal life?

! God is with us!!  God did the impossible and saved us from the world and death.  
God can do the impossible because He is God.  Do you believe this?

! If so, talk to God right now.  In your own words, tell God that you have sinned, but 
desire to be close to Him as Adam and Eve were in the beginning.  Ask God to help you 
to know what it means to follow Him.  Talk to God like you would a friend.  I guarentee 
He hears and will answer.

! In Luke 11:9-10 Jesus says, “ʻSo I say to you:  Ask and it will be given to you; 
seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who 
asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.ʼ”

! Do you see the promises Jesus tells you!  This is a guarentee!!!  God loves you 
and He has already opened the door for you to enter.  What do you say?  Would you 
like to enter?

! If you would like to enter, tell someone.  Tell the friend who gave you this study, 
tell a trusted family member, tell someone your story.  God is powerful, and who knows, 
maybe the person you tell will want to hear more about the Real Jesus.  You have so 
much you can tell them.  Would you be like the two Marys at the tomb?  Because you 
know and have experienced the risen Jesus, you canʼt wait to tell someone!!!

! Blessings to you as you continue on your journey of experiencing God.  May your 
relationship with God bring you great joy and peace that you never would have 
dreamed!  Blessings!!!
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